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The Wittenberger

The decision to end this 
newspaper has come 
after a very painful and 
stressful time for the 
entire Wittenberger staff.  
Most of the pain comes 
from the fact that we 
have no one to blame but 
ourselves.  Our unflinch-
ing admiration of Martin 
Luther and the traditions 
connected with him have 
been our downfall. 
• It has meant that this 
paper has been is stuck 
in the past.  Our ways of 
th ink ing are large ly 
exactly what they were 
for people living centuries 
ago.  And you, our 
readers , have been 
happy with that — un-
fortunately. 
• That has also meant 
that this paper is not 
communicating with the 
majority of people who 
live in Wittenberg today.  
Of course Luther himself 
w a s v e r y g o o d a t 
addressing the issues of 
his day.  But our devotion 
to him has made us 
irrelevant to most of 
those concerned with the 
issues of our day. 
• We also acknowledge 
that we are unable to 

change.  We are so 
comfortably and firmly 
entrenched in the past 
that we find it impossible 
to do anything differently. 
• Of course, we have 
tried to change, but our 
attempts have simply 
been a repetition of the 
past.  Our editorial 
policies have been little 
more than trying, once 
again, what had been 
successful before. 
• We acknowledge that 
the values we embrace  
a n d p r o m o t e a s a 
newspaper (and that you, 
our readers, share) mean 
very little to the people 
who now live in our city. 
Those whom we need to 
have as readers know 
nothing of the traditions 
we value.  And if some 
do, they don’t want a bar 
of them. 

• In short, we are 
c l o s i n g t h i s p a p e r 
because our editors and 
staff (as well as our 
present readership) are 
incapable of effective 
communication with the 
people who now live in 
Wittenberg.  There is no 
place for the existence of 
a paper like that. 

We	 have	 been	 warning	 our	 readers	 for	
some	 3me	 that	 our	 newspaper’s	 end	 is	
approaching.		We	believe	that,	as	the	end	of	
the	21st	century	is	looming,	this	is	the	right	
3me	for	it	to	happen.	
We	 are	 proud	 of	 what	 we	 have	

accomplished	 over	 our	 long	 history.	 	 The	
Wi'enberger	 began	 in	 1517.	 	Our	 first	 big	
story	was	about	Mar3n	Luther	and	his	 rise	
to	fame	aDer	his	cri3cism	of	the	church.	
That	 story	 gave	 our	 newspaper	 a	

prominence	 in	Newspaperdom	beyond	our	
wildest	dreams.	 	Because	of	that	beginning	
we	have	taken	a	special	 interest	 in	Luther’s	
legacy,	 and	 how	our	 part	 of	 the	world	 has	
been	shaped	by	his	life	here	among	us.	
And,	 interes3ngly	 enough,	 it’s	 because	of	

Luther	 that	 The	Wi'enberger	 is	 coming	 to	
an	end.		Or,	to	be	more	precise,	our	closure	
is	 because	 of	 the	 aJtude	 of	 the	 present-
day	followers	of	Luther	—	and	that	includes	
ourselves.

THE END . . . 
This	is	the	LAST	issue	of	The	Wi'enberger

iCity Upgrade 
From	the	beginning	of	next	year	

the	ONLY	cars	allowed	in	our	city	will	be	self-
controlled	Intelligent	OverHead	(ioh)	Cars	

This will enrich our self-controlled transport system 
of iohTaxis, iohChoppers, and iohDelivery 

and our self-controlled Intelligent UnderGround 
iugBuses, iugTrains, and iugTrams 

WiNenberg	City	Council	
‘embracing C22 Intelligent-City status’
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different societies may 
s h a r e a c o m m o n 
underlying value and 
live out that value in 
different ways.” 

To help the paper 
address all the different 
cultures now living in 
Wittenberg, Fatima ex-
plained that she has also 
established a JCom (Just 
the Common Ingredi-
ents) Unit, comprised of 
JCom Ingrediento lo-
gists..  

“This Unit is working to 
understand at a deep 
level, all the different (in 
some cases radically 
different) cultures held by 
our citizens. 

“Then it will go on to 
discover the common 
ingredients (such as 
values or beliefs) that lie 
b e n e a t h A L L t h o s e 
cultural groups.  

“ H o w e v e r d i v e r s e 
ethnic groups may seem 
to be, our researchers 
will dig deep enough to 
reveal how much they 
have in common. 

“It will be those com-
mon and under ly ing 
ingredients that our 
paper will always seek to 
address.  We want to 
reveal the variation of 
our responses as human 
beings. 

“In doing that we hope 
to increase and deepen 
the impact of every item 
of News on every citizen 
in our city.” 

- - - - - - - - - 
Readers of The Witten- 

berger will quickly realize 
that both the ‘Editorial 
C a t e c h i s m ’ a n d t h e 
‘Publication Statements 
and Opinions’ used by this 

The first edition should 
appear within the next 
year.  So far, the name 
of the paper has not 
been finalized.  However 
the Editor in Chief will be 
Fatima Isma Gandhi-Ng.  
She told us the following 
details about her new 
editorial policy. 

“The purpose of the 
newspaper will be to 
pass on News items 
(events, information, and 
opinions) obtained  from 
sources throughout the 
world.  We aim to do this 
in such a way that 
readers will find it hard 
to ignore the impact of 
that news on their lives.” 

“The key to achieving 
this,” she explained, “lies 
in our HERMEN Unit.  
This task force has the 
expertise to assess the 
values of the society 
from which a News item 
originates. And then to 

relate that to the societal 
values of our readers. 
That wi l l mean our 
readers will be able to 
experience exactly the 
impact the News had on 
the original society.” 

W h e n w e a s k e d 
Fatima to explain this a 
little further, she gave us 
this example.  

“Suppose we receive a 
story about a violent act 
of revenge carried out 
within a society where 
revenge is approved. (Of 
course, the culture in 
Wittenberg does not 
share that approval.  But 
we still regard the story 
as newsworthy.) 

“It is newsworthy be-
cause our aim in telling 
that story, will be to help 
our readers better to 
understand a society 
that approves revenge 
killing.  And even help 
them to realize that 

WORLD 
WATCH 

The following is from the 
latest release of the United 
Na t i ons L i f e Mode l l i ng 
Laboratory (UNLML) in New 
York. 

Actions of growing harmony 
and peace between nations 
have produced a 12.7% 
increase in world happiness. 

These actions included the 
United Kingdom’s second exit 
from the EU; growing trust 
between nations that have 
been at loggerheads for some 
time in the past; Australia’s 
agreement to denuclearise its 
submarine fleet; and noises of 
assent from 88.3% of nations 
to the new Rules for Warfare 
Agreement (RWA) limiting the 
waging of war to the second 
Wednesday of each month. 

Modelling indicates more 
frequent (up by 149%) and 
more devastating (up by 
274%) attacks throughout the 
world by terrorists, suicide 
bombers, right-wingers, left-
wingers and centre-wingers. 

Surveys sugges t tha t 
citizens throughout the world 
expect these threats will 
reduce their Quality of Well-
being by 3.7 units. 

But UN modelling indicates 
a Quali ty of Well-being 
reduction of 8.8 units.  The 
reason for this difference lies 
in the fact that 96.8% of 
people in the world believe 
there is a 99.8% likelihood 
that these attacks ‘won’t 
happen to us’.

. . . THE BEGINNING 
The	 closing	 of	 The	 Wi'enberger	 will	 mark	 the	
beginning	of	an	en3rely	new	newspaper.

paper in the past will have 
been totally revised and 
rewritten.  

O f c o u r s e , T h e 
Wittenberger is totally 
supportive of the new 
paper’s revisions, plans 
and policies. Our citizens 
need and deserve such a 
paper. 

We are only sorry that 
for so long we have been 
unable to see that need, or 
to meet it.

25th ANNIVERSARY
The Wittenberg Christian 

Communi ty (WCC) w i l l 
celebrate their twenty-fifth 
birthday on the first weekend 
of next month. 

The WCC was born when 
all the Christian Churches in 
our city decided to unite. 

Ever since the origins of 
those previous churches 
many centuries ago, they had 
divergent opinions based on 
their Holy Book (the Bible) 
that they all held in common. 

The Bishop of the WCC, 
Rev. Hans UtenSchneider, 
exp la ined , “ i t requ i red 
significant effort, including 
arguments, discussions, and 
intensive listening to one 

other, to arr ive at the 
agreement 25 years ago.” 

“I’m sure the motivation for 
union included shame felt for 
the discord and strife that 
existed between the churches 
for such a long time. 

“As well as the negative 
message this division gave to 
the world in which they 
proclaimed love and for-
giveness. 

“The WCC regards these 
first 25 years of togetherness 
as a significant achievement.  
Their celebrations will reflect 
that.” 

See Page 3 for Bishop 
UtenSchneider’s view of the 
challenges the WCC faces. 
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THE CHALLENGES 
FACED BY THE WCC

We made contact with 
Bishop Hans UtenSchneider 
via a telepathic link-up to find 
out what he thought were the 
challenges faced by the 
W i t t e n b e r g C h r i s t i a n 
Community. 

According to his thinking, 
the critical issue is the 
ongoing communication of the 
central truths of the Christian 
faith. 

“It has always been a 
challenge for Christians,” he 
thought, “ to make their 
message resonate with the 
society in which they live.” 

“Today the world is so 
radically different from the 
world in which our parents 
and grand-parents lived.  Let 
alone the world the first 
Christians experienced.” 

He thought the changing 
world, and the continually 
developing society, places at 
least four challenges before 
the WCC. 

1.  The central issue facing 
citizens back in time when the 
Christian faith had the biggest 
impact on people was the 
question:  How do I find a 
merciful God?  And it has 
b e e n a s s u m e d b y t h e 
churches that even today that 
is still THE big question. 

But the WCC has been 
forced to admit how wrong 
that assumption is.  Most 
people today have problems 
even with the concept of the 
existence of a god, or gods, 
let alone whether that god is 
merciful or not. 

‘So our challenge is to 
continue to assert and to 
convince people that there IS 
a Supreme Being.  Only then 
wil l our message mean 
anything to them.” 

2.  The message of the 
WCC centres on the facts 
about God as contained in our 

Scripture.   But most people 
today have no understanding 
of Scripture.  Or of absolute 
facts.  We are faced with 
proclaiming the truth of God to 
those who reject both God 
and truth. 

Our challenge is to continue 
to convince people of the truth 
and validity of our Scripture.  
And there fo re tha t i t ’s 
important to listen to its 
message. 

3.  The formulations of the 
Christian faith (in doctrines 
and confessions) are all 
couched within the traditions 
of the times in which they 
were formulated. 

Now we are addressing 
people who hold to quite 
different traditions.  So we 
need to make the faith that 
arose in a Judeo-Christian 
world, and was formulated by 
a 15th century German refor-
mation, speak to people with 
Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist, and 
even god-denying traditions. 

Our challenge is to continue 
to convince people that they 
need to study and understand 
– AND ideally adopt our 
traditions in place of their 
own.  Then our faith will make 
sense to them. 

4.  We don’t know of any 
other way to make our faith 
more relevant to the present 
world.  We can’t think of any 
other options open to us. 

The WCC needs to keep on 
doing what they’re doing so 
diligently, and to keep on 
working at i t , unt i l our 
message finally gets across.  
That’s the challenge facing us 
now — and in the years 
ahead. 

Bishop UtenSchneider was 
hopeful that during the next 
25 years the WCC would 
make much progress in 
meeting those challenges.

TELEPATHY 6.4C 

the latest Telepathic Link-up device 

Open yourself to the latest innovations 

Discover the ultimate potential that will 
change how you communicate 

Available from 
Xuewu Zheng Electronics  

at Wittenberg Central

20th BIRTHDAY
Next month the Wrath 

of God on Sinful Union-
i s m C h u r c h ( t h e 
WoGoSU) wil l com-
memorate twenty years 
of union. 

The origins of this 
church go back to the  
time when plans were 
being made for the 
formation of the WCC. 

Because of the pro-
posed doctrinal basis of 
the WCC there were 
m e m b e r s o f t h e 
churches of that time 
who were opposed to 
joining. 

So they formed their 
own individual church to 
continue the traditions 
and beliefs they had 
been taught.  Quite a 
n u m b e r o f t h e s e 
churches were formed. 

C h i e f a m o n g t h e 
b e l i e f s o f t h e s e 
churches was the need 
for separation from any 
group not agreeing with 
their understanding of 
the Holy Book.  They 
believed their God’s 
wrath fell on any union 
with such people. 

However, during the 
next five years this 
common understanding 
of the Wrath of God 
brought these churches 

closer together. 
T h e i r c o m m o n 

opposition to what they 
cal led Sinfu l Union 
became, in fac t , a 
unifying principle.  And 
finally, the WoGoSU 
was formed. 

This 20th celebration 
will be made up of 20 
mini-celebrations, most 
of them on Sunday, but 
a few on Saturday. 

Each of these mini-
celebrations will centre 
on a different tradition in 
the WoGoSU.  Partic-
ipants will choose the 
celebration that most 
resona tes w i th the 
traditions they hold.

SLEEP 
THERAPY 

GYM 
Get	all	the	exercise	

you	need	
biodynamically	
as	you	sleep	

in	our	exercise	cells	

AND you select the 
dream you want 

while you exercise-
sleep
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WITNESSES SOUGHT 
A ROAD RAGE alter-

cation allegedly took 
place on Friday 23rd 
January at 4:27pm on 
Main Rd., Wittenberg 
near its intersection with 
Elbe Av. 

Two empty iohTaxis, it 
seems, each landing to 
pick up passengers, 
nar rowly avo ided a 
collision. 

But the trouble started 
w h e n t h e i o h Ta x i s 
a l l e g e d l y t o o t e d 
threateningly at each 
o the r, and t r i ed to 
prevent each other from 
taking off again. 

Any witnesses to this 
incident are asked to 
contact Akhrim Brothers 
In Law before the end of 
this month. 

Akhrim Brothers In 
Law, top Lawyers in 
Wittenberg 

CLOSER INVOLVE- 
MENT IN FOOTBALL 
Our expert technicians 

a t X u e w u Z h e n g 
Electronics have made it 
possible for you to enjoy 
a unique football experi-
ence at the Wittenberg 
North Stadium. 

You can hire (at very 
reasonable rates) one of 
our Telepathic Link-up 
devices. 

This will give you a 
direct mind-connection 
to your choice of up to 4 
players and/or referees. 

So you will be aware 
of everything going on in 
their minds during the 
course of the game.  
Just imagine that! 

Of course, you will 
realize that because of 
the AO rating on the 
minds of the players 
and referees, not all 
spectators will be able 
to hire these devices. 

Hire your device from 
the X Z Electronics desk 
in the stadium entrance 
pavilion. 

We understand that 
this is the first time this 
technology is being 
used anywhere in the 
world. 

A unique outcome of 
t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n 
between the Wittenberg 
North Stadium and X Z 
Electronics  

REMOTE GUESTS 
FOR YOUR WEDDING 

WEDDINGS DIRECT 
is a business recently 
moved into Wittenberg. 

The latest technology 
makes it possible for 
your wedding to be fed 
live to as many people 
as you wish. 

This applies both to 
the ceremony itself and 
to any reception or 
celebration that may 
follow it. 

A l l t h e g u e s t s 
including those on the 
remote feed will be in 
audio-visual contact 
with each other. 

We welcome inquiries 
regarding services and 
charges on line (www. 
weddingsdirect.celebrat
oraryoccasions.com). or 
at our off ice at 28 
Frederick St., Witten-
berg. 

WEDDINGS DIRECT 

- - - - NOTICES - - - -
For this, my final editorial, I have chosen to depart 

from my usual format. 
We have not had the space to include any Letters 

to the Editor in this issue.  So I want to use this 
column to quote from some of the Letters we have 
received.  And to respond with a few comments. 

This is a typical example of the contents of some 
of our most recent letters: 

I am sorry that the end of The Wittenberger is 
near.  I will certainly miss the regular appearance of 
this paper on my driveway.  I want to express my 
thanks for the way in which you’ve kept me 
informed about the events in Wittenberg and in the 
world around us – events I was particularly 
interested in and wanted to hear about. 

I want to acknowledge this kind of support that we 
received from so many of our regular readers.  That 
loyalty kept us going right from our first issue in 
1517.  Thank you so much. 

This letter expresses the thoughts of other 
correspondents: 

It saddens me greatly to witness the end of this 
paper.  The views expressed in issue after issue 
reflected my opinions exactly.  With all the contrary 
and weird and newfangled ideas have been 
promoted over the years it has always been 
comforting to read your upholding of all our 
traditional values. 

Yes, there has been a considerable and mutual 
‘comfort’ which has united the producers and the 
readers of this paper.  Thank you all for that. 

Another common theme in the letters we have 
received recently is put well by this letter: 

I fail to understand why you are even considering 
folding up this newspaper.  More than ever our 
world needs your voice.  We are facing more and 
more problems; more and more deeper problems.  
And the solution can ONLY come from the 
principles you and I hold so dear.  And no one 
seems to be espousing them anymore.   We need 
this paper to continue! 

Thanks for your confident and even audacious 
support for the opinions for which we have stood 
during the life of this paper.  Perhaps that is what 
really has kept us going for so long. 

BUT – and I add this with the deepest respect for 
all our readers – BUT it has been reactions like this 
which have driven us to the decision to end The 
Wittenberger. 

Letters like these have convinced us that there is 
no place, in the world in which we now live, for a 
newspaper like this. 

I am sorry if it seems we are letting you down, or 
even giving you, our loyal supporters, a slap across 
the face. That is not our intention. But if that is how 
you see it, I can live with that.  

This is an off-shoot from the series Newspapers from Biblical 
times published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  
Each is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) 
attempt to understand the society of that day, and to bridge the 
gap of time, by moving their society closer to ours.

The main inspiration and resource for this issue is the book, 
MARTIN LUTHER a wild boar in the Lord’s vineyard by Mark 
Worthing   Morning Star Publishing 2017. v.21

EDITORIAL

http://weddingsdirect.celebratoraryoccasions.com
http://weddingsdirect.celebratoraryoccasions.com

