
Messages from JAMES for AUSSIES 

Introduction 
James wrote this letter to Christians in Asia of Jewish background around the middle of the 

first century AD.  To understand this letter today we need to try to place ourselves back there in 
the author’s day; listen for what it is he’s telling his original readers, and why; and then 
determine how it all applies to us in our changed world, and in our present society. 

It seems to me that many people are dismayed by that process, even convinced that they’re 
unable to do it.  And that’s quite understandable.  It is a difficult task.  But why should they have 
to do it?  It’s only the final step in the process that they — or any of us — need to know. 

So could I help them in some way?  What if I did the work of the first two steps for them?  
Then I could rewrite this letter as if it were a letter to me, and the world and society in which I 
live. 

That’s what gave birth to Messages from JAMES for AUSSIES. 
Please understand that my aim is not to clarify what the author is saying to those early 

Christians.  My aim is to present what I hear him saying to me.  Hopefully this will encourage you 
to ask yourself what you believe he’s saying to you.  This is the task of every Australian Christian 
who belongs to a congregation in the twenty-first century. 

Being written to Christians who were previously Jews there are references to things Jewish.  
Many Aussies, of course, are not familiar with those references, nor would they bother to take 
the time to become familiar with them.  So it’s been necessary to remove those Jewish 
references or replace them with ones to which they can relate. 

Probably this rewrite will be full of personal bias, unsubstantiated opinion, wishful thinking, 
and wild imaginative assertions.  What else can you expect.  Faith is never static or unchanging; 
it always has to deal with new challenges.  At least mine has to.  This rewrite is a work in 
progress.  Maybe if I get to do a ‘revised version’ it will be better.  Or worse. 

[If you’re interested in an alternative version of this introduction, you might prefer to read Aussies 
Need All The Help They Can Get — on the short story page of my home pages.] 

Neil Stiller 
Aug. 2020 

stillersite.wordpress.com 

http://stillersite.wordpress.com
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Messages from JAMES for AUSSIES 

email to: Aussie congregations 
from:  James    1:1 
Subject: INVITATION TO YARN 

G’day, Aussies.  James here.  I’m one of those who serve God by proclaiming the good news 
of Jesus. 

I know you’re all familiar with Jesus and the Bible’s account of his life.  But I’m wondering if 
you’re having some problems with living the Christian life.  This yarngroup is a place where you 
can describe your problem and I’ll do what I can to shed some Jesus-light on it.  As soon as I 
have a question or two we’ll get this yarngroup up and rolling. 

Even if you have no concerns at the moment, you’re welcome to Join this group. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (James) 
from:  James     1:2-27 
Subject: THE PAINS IN LIFE 

Here’s a response from Bazza (and a few others are similar): 
“I have a problem with the pain and suffering in my life.   Especially with the amount of it, 

and the heartache that goes along with it.  I reckon I have more suffering than any of my 
friends.  It’s so unfair.  And it makes me feel so depressed and alone.  I’ve even prayed about it 
but nothing seems to happen.  Why doesn’t God give me some relief?” 

Well, you raise a really big issue, Bazza.  I’m afraid I don’t know WHY you encounter pain and 
suffering, or why you have more than your mates.  I reckon that’s one of the biggest mysteries in 
life.   But if there was some logical or rational explanation, I’m not sure it would help all that 
much.  Knowing why, doesn’t take it away.  However, I can point you to the promises God has 
made to help all of us cope with the anxiety and the heartache that pain and suffering causes.   

He’s promised to turn all that pain and heartache into a blessing.  He’ll use it to strengthen 
you, to give you staying power, to make your faith more mature, and to increase your 
confidence and trust in his care for you.  His Son, who went through suffering far worse than any 
of us will face, is always with you, and he only wants to bring you closer to the person he wants 
you to be, and to experience the eternal life he’s won for you.  He’s promised to use even the 
unwelcome things in your life to bring that about.  Those promised blessings might even move 
you to accept your suffering willingly.  I’d like to add gladly as well, but maybe that’s describing 
a faith in his promises that not many of us will attain.  Or perhaps I’m putting a limit on what God 
can do with us. 

Bronny writes: 
“Temptation causes me the greatest pain.  I suppose the problem is that I keep on giving in to 

it.  I convince myself that THIS TIME I’ll stand firm.  But once again I end up doing what I 
really don’t want to do.  I’m constantly asking God for the power to resist.  But nothing seems 
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to be happening.  Why does he allow me to have so much temptation?” 

Your last question sounds as if you’re almost blaming God for your temptations.  Well, at least 
the frequency of them.   I think we humans are so good at placing ourselves in temptation’s way 
that all God does is stand back and shake his head in horrified wonder.  There’s a big part within 
each of us that doesn’t want anything to do with God; we all prefer to be in complete control of 
our own lives, thank you.  That’s why our temptations invariably get the better of us.  But there 
are times when we’re struck by what Jesus has done for us, including the temptation he faced 
for us all — and the victory he won.  That victory, confirmed by his death on the cross and his 
resurrection, makes temptation a powerless and spent force in the lives of every one of us.  But 
only because we’re able to take refuge in the word of God and use the promises of Jesus to 
deal with everything that wants to move us away from God. 

Be assured that God never wants us to move away from him.  His blessings and gifts are all 
meant to bring us closer and closer to him.  His word-impregnated gift of a new life in you and 
me is there for everyone to see, and to make them want a similar new life of closeness with God. 

Sharon writes (if I can summarise her email): 
“The problem I face is the power of my changing emotions.  Some days I’m so depressed I 

don’t want to get out of bed, the next I’m delighting in all the wonderful things that are 
happening.  My emotions seem to control me and my life.  How do I get them to leave me alone?” 

The key, I suppose, is letting Jesus have the final say in our lives — even making a deliberate 
choice to let him have it.  Of course, we can’t avoid situations in which we’re cut down to size, or 
we lose face, or we have to eat humble pie.  But instead of letting depression take over we can 
hold on to God’s promises and all the blessings that come to us because Jesus has made us 
children of God.  Those blessings can lift us way above all those negative feelings that scramble 
for our attention. 

At other times we may feel so overjoyed about all the great things happening in life, that we 
forget about God and what he’s doing for us.  Then we need God’s reminder that there’s 
nothing in this life, including all the highs, that has any permanent value.  Life itself is temporary 
and death brings an end to all the seemingly wonderful promises offered by this life.  His word 
brings us down to the solid reality of his promises. 

As humans we often regard our emotions as the ultimate reality.  We let our impatience, our 
anger, our let-me-do-what-I-want-to-do, or our frustrations, take over.  That stops us from taking 
notice of the promises God makes.  Nor does it provide the right climate for the word of God to 
grow and produce a crop in our lives.  It’s like checking your appearance in a mirror, briefly 
noticing what’s out of place and should be corrected, but doing nothing at all about it.  By 
ignoring the ‘correction’ that God’s promises offer, we fail to experience the freedom and the 
blessings that those promises give.  As well, our lack of control continues to embarrass us, and 
those who look to us for support and help, walk away disappointed.  They can’t fail to realize 
that our belief in Jesus isn’t making any difference at all in our life.  Only a life of determined 
trust in Jesus and his promises will change that. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (James) 
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from:  James     2:1-26 
Subject: MORE ISSUES 

Here’s a message from Harry (and I thank him for being so open and honest): 

“Look, despite all the current stress on anti-discrimination, I still feel a strong non-
acceptance of other people.  I’m talking about those who wander around our shopping centres, and 
maybe even live here, who ‘don’t look like Aussies’ (and I’m ashamed that this phrase even comes 
into my mind).  Their strange clothing, skin colour, facial features, and the way they speak, 
all suggest they certainly don’t believe in the Jesus we do.  Maybe they haven’t even heard of 
him, or don’t want to hear about him.  Deep down I don’t trust them, they’re up to no good.  You 
see, I even let my belief in Jesus justify my discrimination against those who apparently hold to 
an ‘inferior belief’.” 

Thanks, Harry, for describing what, I imagine, is lurking in the hearts of many of us.   And that’s 
why the promises Jesus makes to us are so important.  He especially includes the outcast of 
society, the forgotten, and the ignored in our world, in those promises.  He delights in choosing 
the poor, the weak, the disadvantaged, the victimised, the discriminated-against.  All those un-
accepted people who ‘don’t look like Aussies’ are given exactly the same promises as you and 
me.  That establishes a kind of oneness between them and us.  So we can’t align ourselves with 
those who refuse to accept them.  God’s overwhelming love compels us to welcome them and 
to make sure they know all about the generous and merciful promises of Jesus. 

Now a message from Sue: 

“Like Bazza (in the last emailing) I have trouble with the fairness of God.  Some people (yes, 
me included) have a failing that’s not only generally regarded as a serious fault but it’s very 
obvious to everyone else.  Other people are blessed (well it seems a blessing to me) with only a 
minor, oh-everybody-does-that, defect that’s ignored by everyone.  Why do I have such a hard 
time living my devotion to God while others have it so much easier?” 

Let me put it this way.  I don’t think God sees us as having failings, all of us have exactly the 
same failure.  That basic defect just shows itself in different ways in different people.  So it 
doesn’t matter to God if my fault is regarded as a serious or a minor one, it’s just an outer 
symptom of what’s going on inside me.  And when God forgives me, that forgiveness is always 
for me as a defective person, not just for the ways in which it may show itself. 

So, Sue, maybe regarding your failings as ‘serious’ ones can be seen as a blessing in disguise.  
You’re going to be far more thankful to God for his gift of forgiveness than folk who think 
(wrongly, as it turns out) that they only need ‘minor’ forgiveness from God. 

Pete writes: 

“I’m worried that I don’t really have a strong desire to show love to those I come across who 
appear to be needy, lonely, or rejected by society.  Loving those folk is really hard to do, and I 
haven’t got the know-how or the resources to give them the help they need.  Should I be feeling 
guilty about this, after all I’m not really showing Christian love, am I?  Sometime I do feel 
guilty, but I can usually talk myself out of it.  After all, the important thing is that I believe in 
Jesus, my Saviour - and I certainly do that.” 
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I’m wondering if the issue you're raising isn’t really about showing love, but rather about 
showing your faith.  Or maybe you’re asking about the nature of faith.  Is faith in Jesus the 
acceptance of certain teaching about Jesus — and little more than that?  Or is faith in Jesus the 
gift of a new life, a new life that holds on to the promises Jesus makes and goes wherever those 
promises take you? 

And put that way, I reckon you may have your answer.  God’s promises in Jesus become a 
compelling force in our lives.  We can’t conceive of a love, showered on us by God, that we just 
keep to ourselves.  Or of promises made by God that we keep private.  Of course, we may be 
tempted to do that; it would make life so much easier.  But when we’re living closely related to 
God, we’re not concerned about an easier or a harder life.  We’re simply enjoying God’s 
presence in all that happens.  His unbelievable promises to everyone just take over our life, 
whatever the consequences may be. 

What really characterises our Christian life is the God-given faith in Jesus, that bowls a person 
over with the promises Jesus makes.  And then puts us back on our feet to live life within those 
promises, despite all our wandering away from them, and from him. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (James) 
from:  James     3:1 - 5:18 
Subject: THANK GOD FOR OUR FELLOW BELIEVERS 

Now for some emails that highlight our need for our fellow believers and the help they give us.  
Here’s one from Di and Fred: 

“We’ve been married for three years.  Our biggest problem is the hurtful words we’re throwing 
at each other.  Not all the time, of course, but more often than we want.  How do we stop doing 
this?” 

Ah, you’ll always have problems with your tongue.  One moment it’s shouting out the highest 
praise to God, the next it’s yelling abuse at people who’ve been created by God in HIS image.  
That ought to be an impossibility!  As impossible as a tap gushing refreshing drinking water, 
and the next moment undrinkable salty water, or an apple tree bearing oranges.  But that’s what 
the tongue’s like; it’s a master of contradictions.  And while it’s only a small part of the body, its 
power is not to be sneezed at.  It’s like a tiny spark that has the power to wipe out one forest 
after another.  It’s like an ‘enter’ button that has no ‘undo’ option.  It’s like a wild animal that 
refuses to be tamed.  There it is happily wagging away, but it’s impossible to control.  Thank 
God that his created beings have the potential for the giving and receiving of apologies.  And 
that he’s placed us in his church where forgiveness has even more power than the tongue has. 

From Amy (with something similar from Zoe, Toby, Will, Kathy, Bernie, Norma . . .): 

“I have so many selfish wants running around inside me.  I’m ashamed to tell you what they 
reveal about myself.  I wish something could be done about me.” 

I think most of us are dreadfully aware of what you're saying, and what you’re asking for.  But 
let me list some of the things our inborn selfishness does.  Just to make all of us aware of its 
power and influence. 
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We all want to be regarded as intelligent, well-informed and rational people showing care 
and consideration in the way we care for other folk.  But the deep-seated envy and selfishness 
within us wants to have its own way, and it’s not terribly concerned about the strife, the conflict, 
and the hate it causes among other people.  Or even about the destruction of any positive 
regard others may have for me. 

Our self-centredness is responsible for all the conflicts and fights between us.  We humans 
can go to the extreme of killing those who stand in the way of us getting what we want.  
Sometimes we try to justify our selfishness, and even get God onside, by asking him to satisfy 
our desires.  But, of course, he knows we’re thinking only of ourselves, our own comfort, our 
own worldly pleasure, so he says ‘no’.  Then we get mad at him because he’s not jumping to and 
answering our prayers. 

Those inner selfish desires get us throwing mud at each other, and running one another 
down.  They get us doing this as if we have a perfect right to judge one another — when, in fact, 
we’re just as guilty before God as everybody else. 

That selfishness makes us so confident and boastful about our puny powers.  We plan our 
lives, scheduling this in and that out, purchasing tickets for our next holiday, deciding where we 
want to buy our next house.  We do it all as if we’re in complete control of our lives on this earth, 
as if nothing would ever dare interfere with what I want to happen — not even God.   

Do I need to go on? 
Look, you belong to God; you’ve been rescued from addiction to this world, addiction to 

making judgments about others, and addiction to acting as if you are the only god there is. 
You’re able to confess your me-first-ness, to admit turning your back on him, to seek the 

blessings only he can give you, and to go to him with a humility that submits to him whose Son 
died for you.  He’ll lift you up and take good care of you — that’s his promise.  And you have your 
fellow believers to pull you up when you’re letting your selfishness run rampant, and to stand by 
you with their assurance of forgiveness from Jesus.  More than that, they’re there to join you in 
the  struggle against the self-centredness that afflicts all of us.  That conflict rages on until the 
time death finally gives way to the life in which God becomes all in all. 

Robbie writes: 

“I certainly need some help in dealing with my selfishness.  Pretty high up on my list of 
wants is security, personal contentment, and complete peace of mind.  And I want it all now.” 

Yes, that’s also what our deep-seated selfishness demands of us.  It makes us pile up all the 
riches and possessions we can.  We want a life of financial security, with as much self-indulgent 
luxury as we can squeeze in.  And if we have to cheat others, and take advantage of them, to get 
what we want, we can even find some justification for doing that.  Of course we know we can’t 
take all this stuff with us when we die, but at least it’ll give us a life that others envy.  Even God’s 
promise that he’ll hold us accountable for the life we live, doesn’t seem to hold much weight 
with our self-centredness.  The fact that we’re not the only ones living like this seems to make it 
okay, somehow. 

To counter all that we have the promise of the eternal and spiritual riches God holds out to 
us.  And his promise to give us patience.  The patience to put up with having less than others. 
The patience that’s needed to take up the cause of the downtrodden and work towards some 
better ways of bringing justice to everyone.  The patience to accept God’s timing for bringing 
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an end to all selfishness to usher in his promised eternal life of harmony and love. 
We have the example of people of faith who lived before us and who kept going, sticking to 

their guns, until changes were introduced.  We have the example of farmers who patiently wait 
and wait for rain, even through years of drought. 

God’s gift of patience always holds on to his promises that he is full of compassion and 
mercy, despite the continuing impatience of our got-to-have-it-now selfishness. 

Sally writes: 

“I find difficulty maintaining a rich and constant prayer life.” 

Our inner self-centredness also wreaks havoc in our prayer life, and always will.  We just don’t 
like depending on God for everything. 

Living with faith in Jesus becomes so much richer as we acknowledge our utter dependence 
on him.  So when you find yourself in any kind of trouble — pray.  When you're happy and joyful 
— pray, joyfully singing your thanks and praise.  When you’re sick — pray.  Let your congregation 
know of your sickness too, so those who share your faith can pray for you and with you.  
Alongside of the medication you’ve been prescribed, your fellow believers will seek your total 
health.  That will include not just God’s blessing of healing, but also his blessing of forgiveness 
for all your turning away from him.  Confident, trusting prayer has a great history of working 
wonders.  So, keep on confessing your faults and failings to one another, and praying for 
healing. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (James) 
from:  James     5:19-20 
Subject: FINAL BLESSING 

No, not the usual final blessing.  Let me say this instead. 

My brothers and sisters in Jesus, when one of you wanders away from Jesus and the 
promises he makes, and another person lovingly brings him or her back, know this:  That action 
has dealt a death-blow to death, and living the way of forgiveness has won a massive victory.


