
Messages to the HEBREWS for AUSSIES 

Introduction 
Whoever wrote the Book of Hebrews to Christians in Asia of Jewish background did so 

around the middle of the first century AD.  To understand this letter today we need to try to 
place ourselves back there in the author’s day; listen for what it is he’s telling his original 
readers, and why; and then determine how it all applies to us in our changed world, and in our 
present society. 

It seems to me that many people are dismayed by that process, even convinced that they’re 
unable to do it.  And that’s quite understandable.  It is a difficult task.  But why should they have 
to do it?  It’s only the final step in the process that they — or any of us — need to know. 

So could I help them in some way?  What if I did the work of the first two steps for them?  
Then I could rewrite this letter as if it were a letter to me, and the world and society in which I 
live. 

That’s what gave birth to Messages to the HEBREWS for AUSSIES. 
Please understand that my aim is not to clarify what the author is saying to those early 

Christians.  My aim is to present what I hear him saying to me.  Hopefully this will encourage you 
to ask yourself what you believe he’s saying to you.  This is the task of every Australian Christian 
who belongs to a congregation in the twenty-first century. 

Being written to Christians who were previously Jews there are lots of references to things 
Jewish (like angels, and sacrifices, and High Priests).  Many Aussies, of course, are not familiar 
with those references, nor would they bother to take the time to become familiar with them.  So 
it’s been necessary to remove those Jewish references or replace them with ones to which they 
can relate. 

I’m also going to skip over one section: 
Chapters 6:13 to 9:28.  This uses the traditional Jewish story of Melchizedek and the Jewish 

understanding of sacrifices to highlight the superiority of Jesus.  Leaving out this illustrative story in no 
way diminishes the point the author is making. 

Probably this rewrite will be full of personal bias, unsubstantiated opinion, wishful thinking, 
and wild imaginative assertions.  What else can you expect.  Faith is never static or unchanging; 
it always has to deal with new challenges.  At least mine has to.  This rewrite is a work in 
progress.  Maybe if I get to do a ‘revised version’ it will be better.  Or worse. 

[If you’re interested in an alternative version of this introduction, you might prefer to read Aussies 
Need All The Help They Can Get — on the short story page of my home pages.] 

Neil Stiller 
Aug 2020 

stillersite.wordpress.com 

http://stillersite.wordpress.com
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Messages to the HEBREWS for AUSSIES 

email to: Aussie congregations 
from:  Anon 
Subject: INVITATION TO YARN 

G’day, Aussies. 
Who of us doesn’t want the best that life can give us, really good health to enjoy the years 

ahead of us, the perfect life for our kids, the top of the range blessings from God — well, the 
best of everything.  But I sometimes think that what many people aim for, may not really be 
worth all the effort they put into it.  I’m making contact with you to tell you about the only thing 
that I think deserves to be called the best. 

If you want be part of this yarngroup, please register your interest. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Hebrews) 
from:  Anon     1:1 - 2:4 
Subject: THE ONE WHO HOLDS THE SUPERIOR PLACE 

Welcome to you all. Please feel free to react and respond to what I’m saying. 

Let me begin with a question.  Who (apart from God himself) holds the superior place in the 
history of our universe? 

You might think of a number of people, probably from different historical periods.  But just 
one person?  Maybe you’d try to work out who seemed to be exceptional at revealing God in 
some way.  Or foremost at showing in his or her life the mighty power of God.  Or the one 
thought to have been used in the most significant way by God. 

Well, as far as I’m concerned, there’s only one person in our world, only one person in all of 
history, who could fill this position.   That’s Jesus. 

No one, before or after, revealed God, so fully and so clearly, including what he thinks about 
us humans, and the plans he has for us.  At his baptism Jesus was revealed as God’s Son, the 
people present even heard God’s voice confirming this.  So Jesus knows God very well.  He 
shares in the unsurpassed power of God, and the eternal nature of God.  Being his Son he 
inherits all that belongs to God, the whole universe.  Jesus, we’re told, was even present at the 
creation of the world — not just witnessing the sight, but intimately involved in the creation 
process itself.  Creation continues to exist because it depends on the constant and sustaining 
power of Jesus.  To top it all off, Jesus cares for all humankind.  He provides forgiveness for the 
whole human race by dying on the cross and rising from the grave.  Resurrected, he’s back with 
God, still equal with God, sharing in the power God is always exercising over the whole of 
creation.  Jesus is one with God, and acts exactly as God does. 

For those who consider that angels are beings very close to God, let me assure you that they 
have nowhere near the status Jesus has.  He’s God’s Son; angels are the servants of God.  As 
such they serve his Son, and will even serve those who are given eternal life as brothers and 
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sisters of Jesus. 
Jesus is the one who holds the superior place in our universe. 
So, it’s important that we listen to what he tells us.  Especially his promise that he’s rescued us 

from our turning away from God.  This promise is so important that God even confirms what 
Jesus says through the signs and miracles Jesus performed.  And also through the varied gifts 
the Holy Spirit gives to believers. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Hebrews) 
from:  Anon    2:5-18 
Subject: THE SUPERIOR ONE BECOMES A SERVANT 

Accepting the superiority of  Jesus may be difficult to comprehend.  The kind of life he lived on 
this earth makes it even harder. 

I’m sure we all have very vivid mental pictures of Jesus hanging on the cross, and his body in 
the tomb.  How does that fit in with him being the Superior One? 

It’s important to remember that Jesus’ special task is to rescue us humans from our self-
centred couldn’t-care-less-about-God attitude to life.  He couldn’t do that from a distance.  He 
had to come to us where we are, expose himself to the danger of our situation, open himself to 
the risk of being caught up in the death that we have to face.  He even did more than that.  He 
actually died that death for us, going through the pain, the suffering, the temptations, the 
separation from God, everything that’s involved in our predicament.  He went through it all in 
our place so we don’t have to. 

By becoming our servant and dying our death in our place to bring us back to God — that 
meekness and lack of pride demonstrated the uniqueness of his superiority.  We humans, when 
we become important, think of ourselves and how we can gain even more prestige, and even 
more perks and advantages from our position.  But not Jesus.  He became the Superior One 
because he thought of others, not himself.  His superiority isn’t diminished in any way by his 
humiliating kindness towards us, rather it’s increased (if that’s possible).  He redefines for us 
humans what greatness really is.  We’re left astounded, blown away, open-mouthed, before a 
Rescuer, a God, who acts like this. 

That’s why, having completed his rescue mission, Jesus was restored by God to a place of 
obvious superiority right there beside God.  Now his superiority can’t be separated from his 
rescue of the human race.  A rescue that proclaims not just his love for humans, but also the 
advantages and the honour he gives to them.  His suffering with them, and for them, makes 
them the children of God, his own brothers and sisters.  It means that death, with all the power it 
exerts over the human race, has come to an end.  No longer need you and I fear any threats that 
death may make against us.  The journey of Jesus into and through death, has opened the way 
for us to make a similar journey into life with our eternal God. 

It all happens because of the never-seen-before, and never-to-be-matched, demonstration of 
the power of the Superior One. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Hebrews) 
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from:  Anon    3:1 - 4:13 
Subject: YOUR LIFE OF FAITH 

The rescue Jesus achieved has opened up a whole new eternal life for us.  And his gift of faith helps 
us to live within that reality.  

Because of God’s involvement in your life you’ve heard his promise to lead you through 
death to eternal life.  You believe that promise.  You trust in Jesus, your Rescuer, and you know 
he’ll keep his promises.  That trust isn't unwise or misguided because the Superior One is an 
expert at keeping promises.  But be aware of all the things that can work to weaken that trust of 
yours.  I’m sure you know people who at one time claimed to believe, but who now openly, and 
maybe even eagerly, admit that they have ‘lost’ their faith.  This unbelief can happen to anyone.  
Please note that I’m not talking about doubts, which you can expect to have, and even can exist 
along with faith.  The opposite of faith is not doubt, but unbelief.  As you openly face your 
doubts and deal with them, your faith tends to become stronger. 

I encourage you to persist in maintaining your faith in God by trusting his great promises.  
Encourage one other, too, because we all need each other to grow in our faith.  Don’t forget 
that ahead of us is God’s promise of rest, that great eternal rest with him — including relief from 
all doubts and potential unbelief. 

This is the rest God himself enjoyed when his work of creating the world was over.  But, even 
for him, that rest was soon disturbed by the way his humans turned their backs on him and went 
their own way.  That gave him more work to do. 

We, too, have experienced a similar end-of-work rest.  His Son’s work on the cross brought an 
end to our work of trying to win and maintain a sense of God’s acceptance of us.  But, for us too, 
that rest is disturbed by the doubts that assail us, and our failure to hold fully to his promises, 
and we end up with the extra work of wrestling with those doubts.  Yet perfect rest is still there 
for God and for us.  That’s his promise to us.  Some of you older congregational members still 
no doubt remember when our Sundays used to be regarded as a day of rest, and our freedom 
from work was a reminder of God’s promise of the rest of eternal life.  Perhaps the gradual loss 
of that tradition of Sunday ‘resting’ is making it harder for us to recall God’s promise of eternal 
rest with him. 

God has promised you a share in the rest of eternal life, and every day you can come back to 
that word of promise to reassure yourself that your doubts are unfounded.  Don’t ever forget 
that the word of God you hear is a word that does things — it speaks to you, it makes you feel 
guilty, it takes away guilt, it changes your mind, it gives healing, it gives real and lasting peace 
and joy.  In fact, God uses his word to control and oversee and do his work all over the place 
here in this world.  That word deserves a major place in your life. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Hebrews) 
from:  Anon    4:14 - 6:12 
Subject: MORE ON YOUR LIFE OF FAITH 

Thanks for your comments on how you’re dealing with your times of doubt.  Especially the 
problems some of you are having with doubts that don’t seem to go away.  So let me take up some of 
your concerns. 
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Jesus, the Son of God, the Superior One, who came to this earth to be the Rescuer, entered 
your world.  So he knows exactly what it’s like for you; the struggles you go through; the 
weakness you feel; the temptations you have to face; and the doubts that attack you.  You name 
it, he’s gone through it all, only his relationship with his Father wasn’t affected in any way, not to 
the slightest degree.  You can approach your Rescuer completely confident that, because he 
knows what you’re facing, he knows exactly what you need.  You can pray for whatever you like 
and he’ll mercifully give you what you really require.  He’ll make sure your faith grows and 
deepens just as God wants it to. 

Just to give you added assurance, remember all the troubles Jesus had to go through here 
on this earth, the opposition he faced, the distress he shared with those in trouble, and the long 
times he spent in prayer to his Father.  Even though he was the Son of God, he had to learn 
obedience to his Father when things didn’t go as he wanted.  That obedience and his 
submission to his Father makes him the perfect one for us to go to when we need support.  He’s 
also the perfect one to help us as we learn to submit to our heavenly Father, and to obey him. 

Let me add just one more thing.  I’ve heard all kinds of arguments about how difficult it is for 
people to regain faith in God once they’ve rejected him.  Some even claim that deliberate 
rejection of God makes it impossible to return to him.  But I think that doesn’t take into account 
the boundless mercy of God.  However, it does underline how important it is to keep your faith 
in good repair.  And the stronger your faith is the more you’ll to able to see God’s blessings in 
your life. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Hebrews) 
from:  Anon    10:1-39 
Subject: JESUS, THE SUPERIOR WAY TO GOD 

Let’s look now at another aspect of the superiority of  Jesus, the new way of life he brought into the 
world. 

Before Jesus, humans had devised various ways of establishing contact with God, and of 
assuring themselves that this contact was real.  All of those ways, promoted by the different 
religions throughout the world, centred on offering something to God.  The offering to bring 
about this closeness could be some of their possessions, a particular way of life, really special 
acts of devotion, or even a whole life of personal and moral obedience.  The trouble with this 
type of thinking is that we never know whether what we’ve offered is either enough or good 
enough.  That’s the problem when we think our closeness to God depends on US. 

Jesus changed all that.  He revealed that God has done the unexpected, and the unheard of 
(for a god).  God’s expectations of his followers and worshippers, have all been taken care of by 
Jesus.  He came to this earth to live the life God requires.  More than that, in his suffering and 
dying on the cross, he also paid the price for our failure to do enough for God.  Now each of us 
is accepted by God because of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  That’s the NEW way, 
the SUPERIOR way, in fact the ONLY way, to have closeness with God.  All the worries about 
have I done enough? are over and done with.  Jesus has done it all, for everyone. 
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Because Jesus has done all this for you, you’re going to find an extraordinary joy bubbling up 
deep down in your life.  Your union with Jesus in your baptism is the spring from which this joy 
flows.  And you’re going to find that other believers are going to see this joy in your life.  That 
will encourage them to let the joy and hope and love that God has given them show more and 
more in their lives.  Together with your fellow believers your worship of God will joyfully 
proclaim and praise his amazing mercy and love. 

All this means that faith in Jesus is an exclusive faith.  It claims that there’s only one way to be 
assured that you and God are the best of friends.  It all depends on Jesus, who removes 
everything that stands between you and God by dying for you and then rising from death for 
you.  You may not fully understand how and why all this takes place, but that’s okay.  The point is 
that if Jesus says you‘re close friends with God, that settles it.  It settles it for God, too.  Your 
close relationship with God is . . . well, that’s it, it IS.  It’s yours to enjoy, to delight in, to revel in.  
It’s yours to develop and strengthen, making it even more intimate and more treasured.  The 
gifts God gives help you to grow in this closeness.  Only because of what Jesus has done for us 
all, and the promises he makes to us, do we enter a deep and close relationship with God. 

However, those with faith in Jesus can fall into the trap of distorting only in Jesus into only 
according to my understanding of Jesus.  Let me give a couple of examples:  You and I may 
both believe that it’s only Jesus who opens up the way to God.  But when I discover that your 
understanding of Jesus doesn’t completely match up with mine, I conclude that you really don’t 
believe in him after all — or at least your faith needs quite a bit of repair work.  Again, you and I 
may both accept the teaching on ‘Jesus only’, but your understanding of those teachings aren’t 
precisely the same as mine.  So I’ve got no option but to work to get a doctrinal statement 
passed by our denomination to make you see the error of your ways. 

The trouble with a faith that’s exclusive is that things can degenerate into arguments about 
how much agreement there needs to be.  Especially about contentious passages from God’s 
word.  These contentions usually arise because of the traditions each one of us has acquired in 
our upbringing and education.  Keep reminding yourselves that faith in Jesus is NOT the same 
as faith in the truth of traditional teaching about Jesus. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Hebrews) 
from:  Anon    11:1-40 
Subject: THE LIFE OF FAITH 

It’s so easy to forget what an amazing and powerful gift from God faith is.  It’s really the very 
foundation of our life. 

Faith — and I’m talking now about faith as a part of my everyday life — faith is necessary 
whenever any conflict arises within my physical senses (and I include my common sense with 
the traditional senses of sight, hearing, touch, smell, and taste).  For example, I’m surprised that 
a friend of mine has been accused of a serious crime.  What I’m hearing about him, and seeing 
of him, on the TV screen is in sharp contrast with what I’ve seen, heard, and know about him 
personally.  I now have to weigh up the evidence of my experiences with him against the 
evidence presented by the police.  In doing that I come to a belief about whether I think he’s 
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innocent or not.  It’s a faith decision, which is going to affect my life, especially the way I act 
towards him. 

That’s how faith in God works.  What I see happening in this world of his, or hear about him, 
particularly in the promises he gives in the Bible, is often in conflict with my common sense and 
with one or more of my other physical senses.  Without that conflict there would be no need for 
faith.  But because it’s there I have to deal with it.  Whatever I believe, that faith decision is going 
to have an effect on my life. 

You see that depicted very clearly in the people whose stories are recorded in the Old 
Testament.  I can’t mention all of them, but the ones I do will give you an idea of what you’ll see 
in the lives of many others (if you take the time to read their stories). 

Noah was promised a flood to beat all floods.  Despite the evidence of common sense, and 
probably the opinions of the long-range weather forecasters of his day, he placed his faith in the 
promise of God.  What a significant effect that decision had on his life. 

Abraham and Sarah were promised descendants, a countless number of them.  Despite the 
medical evidence that the child bearing potential for his wife stood at nil, Abraham placed his 
faith in God’s promise.  He was vindicated, and a new nation was launched. 

When he was finally given a son, Abraham was even prepared to sacrifice this son, Isaac, 
when told to do so by God — even though Isaac provided the only way for him to have 
descendants.  Did Abraham believe God could raise the dead?  Whatever his thoughts, Isaac 
was, at least in his imagination, raised from the dead when God intervened and stopped the 
sacrifice.  Abraham’s faith in God’s promise ultimately had history-making results. 

Abraham was promised a land to be the home for his descendants.  Despite the fact that they 
could do no more than camp in a land that belonged to others, he held God to his promise and 
treated that land as if it really was his.  So did his son Isaac, his grandchild Jacob, and his great 
grandchild Joseph.  They all called it their promised land — and their descendants still do today. 

Moses aligned himself with his enslaved people in Egypt, even though this put his position in 
Pharaoh’s court at risk.  He also kept the Passover and defied Pharaoh by leading his people out 
of Egypt back to their promised land.  All because he held on to his life-changing faith in God’s 
promise.  

Countless other people in this nation won battles, were granted protection, did the humanly 
impossible, and experienced miracles.  Because they trusted God’s promises.  Others were 
persecuted or mistreated or killed or went through all kinds of suffering, again simply because 
they trusted the promises of God. 

None of them ended up receiving fully or permanently what God had promised to his Old 
Testament people, yet they trusted those promises and acted on them.  All of them serve as 
great examples of what it means to live by faith in God’s promises.  In fact, they, with us today, 
are going to receive something even better than the promises on which they based their lives.  
They’re going to receive the great fulfilment of all God’s previous promises and plans — the 
perfect eternal life that Jesus opens up for us all. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Hebrews) 
from:  Anon    12:1-13 
Subject: MAINTAINING YOUR LIFE OF FAITH 
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Yes, I know many of you may feel inadequate to show the kind of faith I’ve described.  But you 
have the encouragement of countless numbers of other believers to help you live out this gift. 

The Covid-19 restrictions do not help footie teams do their best.  Most sportspeople seem to 
need plenty of spectators reacting to what’s taking place on the field; they need noise and 
yelling; they need fans to cheer them on.  Maybe we can relate to that.  In living lives based on 
God’s promises, wouldn’t it be a wonderful encouragement to have a stadium full of fans 
cheering us on?  Well, that’s exactly what you have.  As you read about those Old Testament 
characters I referred to in my last message, and think of folk in your past who above all held on 
to God’s promises, can’t you hear them cheering you on?  And your fellow believers now, who 
struggle, as you do, to live a life determined by God’s promises — can’t you hear them urging 
you on?  If not, pause and listen to their lives.  They’re encouraging you not to let any doubts 
slow you down or make you want to give up.  They're all shouting out ‘keep your eyes fixed on 
Jesus’.   They’re telling you to do that because your faith comes from him, centres on him, and 
only he can bring it to perfection.  He faced death on the cross, with all the pain and suffering 
involved, because of the joy that being the Rescuer of humankind gave him.  He, who got 
through all that to end up sharing in the glory of God — he’s also beckoning to you and cheering 
you on. 

So there’s no reason to lose heart.  Who knows, maybe greater trials lie ahead to test your 
faith even more than ever.  Whatever you may have to go through, you remain a child of God.  
He knows the limits of your endurance.  He knows the troubles you may need so that your faith 
may be strengthened to make you more God-like in the way you live your life.  His aim is to 
make your life reflect the joy and hope of living by the promises God makes to you.  Thank him 
for everything you go through in life — it all makes you rely more and more on those promises. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Hebrews) 
from:  Anon    12:14 - 13:25 
Subject: FINAL ENCOURAGEMENT 

Here are some examples of how the help God gives will show in the life of those determined to live 
by faith in Jesus. 

You’re privileged to know God and his love far better than those who lived before the 
coming of Jesus.  You know about the one who defeated death for you, and restored you back 
to a close relationship with God by removing everything that stood between you and God.  He 
also opened up an eternal life of joy and praise which his church anticipates in its worship and 
its faith-sustaining fellowship.  Your fellow believers share in the grace God has given to you, 
and they rejoice with you in the faith you’ve all been given. 

Your shared life in a congregation gives you all you need for a living a life of peace and 
harmony, a life of proclaiming to all people the good news of Jesus, a life of making known the 
reality and the dependability of the promises of God to a world where there’s little that’s 
permanent or lasting or reliable. 

God is always with you, and he can turn any casual contact with another person into an 
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interaction that will end up in your faith, or their faith, or the faith of both of you, being given a 
shot in the arm.   He can use you to make those who are imprisoned (physically or mentally), or 
those being mistreated or abused, know that you, and God too, is with them in their pain and 
suffering. 

God’s relationship with you will affect your relationships with others.  You’ll develop a 
growing respect for all those in marriage relationships, and a strong desire not to take 
advantage sexually of anyone.  You’ll avoid having an affair with riches; instead you’ll find 
yourself content with what you have, and with the love, protection, and faithfulness that God 
showers on you. 

There’ll always be a special place in your heart for those who taught you about God, and are 
now examples of how to live the faith.  Because of them you’ll remain suspicious of any new 
teaching you hear, especially if it gets your attention away from Jesus and his faith-
strengthening love and mercy and grace towards you.  Your chief concern will be the new 
Jesus-life God is creating in you, the eternal life he’s preparing for you after death, and your life 
of praising God and sharing with others what he’s given to you. 

Your relationship with God will show in your submission to the civic authorities as they carry 
out their responsibilities within your community.  In fact, showing your appreciation for what 
your council workers do will give them a lift and put a smile their faces.  And that will tend to put 
a smile on your face, too. 

Continue to pray for me and all those who proclaim Jesus. 

May the God who brings us peace, the God who raised Jesus from the dead revealing his 
incredible care for us all — may this God of ours continue to work within you, equipping you to 
show his incredible love and concern to those around you.  All to bring praise to Jesus, the 
Superior One, who deserves unlimited, eternal praise. 

His grace be with you all.


