
Messages to the THESSALONIANS for AUSSIES 

Introduction 
Paul’s Epistles were written to the Christians who lived in Asia around the middle of the first 

century AD.  To understand this letter today we need to try to place ourselves back there in 
Paul’s day; listen for what it is he’s telling his original readers, and why; and then determine how 
it all applies to us in our changed world, and in our present society. 

It seems to me that many people are dismayed by that process, even convinced that they’re 
unable to do it.  And that’s quite understandable.  It is a difficult task.  But why should they have 
to do it?  It’s only the final step in the process that they — or any of us — need to know. 

So, could I help them in some way?  What if I did the work of the first two steps for them?  
Then I could rewrite Paul’s letter as if it were his letter to me, and the world and society in which I 
live. 

That’s what gave birth to Messages to the THESSALONIANS for AUSSIES. 
Please understand that my aim is not to clarify what Paul is saying to those early Christians.  

My aim is to present what I hear Paul saying to me.  Hopefully this will encourage you to ask 
yourself what you believe he’s saying to you.  This is the task of every Australian Christian who 
belongs to a congregation in the twenty-first century. 

Both of Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians deal with the same topic, the Second Coming of 
Jesus, and it seems not too many months before the second followed the first.  So I have dealt 
with both of these letters together, combining them and treating them as a single 
communication. 

I’m also going to skip over one section: 
Chapters 1 to 3 in the first letter.  This deals with personal matters between Paul, Silas and Timothy 

and the congregation. 

Probably this rewrite will be full of personal bias, unsubstantiated opinion, wishful thinking, 
and wild imaginative assertions.  What else can you expect.  Faith is never static or unchanging; 
it always has to deal with new challenges.  At least mine has to.  This rewrite is a work in 
progress.  Maybe if I get to do a ‘revised version’ it will be better.  Or worse. 

[If you’re interested in an alternative version of this introduction, you might prefer to read Aussies 
Need All The Help They Can Get — on the short story page of my home pages.] 

Neil Stiller 
June 2020 

stillersite.wordpress.com 

http://stillersite.wordpress.com
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Messages to the THESSALONIANS for AUSSIES 

email to: Aussie congregations 
from:  Paul   |  1:1 
Subject: INVITATION TO YARN 

G’day, Aussies.  It’s Paul, Silas and Timothy here.  We extend our warmest regards and trust 
that God is giving you his grace and peace in his usually generous way. 

Every so often the Second Coming of Jesus grabs the attention of Christians.  We’re not sure 
why that happens.  Maybe it’s as simple as wanting far more information about it than Jesus 
gives.  Whatever the reason, it seems to be a regularly returning topic.  So we thought it might 
be helpful to get a yarngroup going where we can remind you of what Jesus said about this, 
and you can raise your questions. 

If your congregation wants to deal with this topic, please let us know and we’ll include you in 
this group. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Thess) 
from:  Paul    |  4:13-18 
Subject: THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS 

Welcome to you all. Let’s begin by considering the effects the Second Coming of  Jesus has on our 
way of life. 

The first thing we want to mention is the distinctive tone the promised Second Coming of 
Jesus gives to the funerals we Christians conduct for our fellow believers. 

The funeral for a believer overflows with hope.  That’s because Jesus has changed death into 
a sleep.  Because he rose from the dead, those who are united to him by faith will also be raised 
from their grave, woken up to a new eternal life.  What a great occasion that's going to be. 

Jesus himself explained that when he comes again those who are still living will not have a 
better experience of this Coming than those who are asleep in death.  Rather, the first thing 
that’s going to happen will be the resurrection of all those who have died in Jesus.  A great 
noise will accompany the return of Jesus — God’s trumpet blast, the voice of an angel, and the 
command to rise from the dead.  That’s what will make those who are still living aware of the 
Second Coming of Jesus.  The still-living will be caught up together with the newly-awoken to 
meet our returning Lord.  All will live with him forever.  Those promises fill our funerals with 
hope, and gives us encouragement as we live our lives. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Thess) 
from:  Paul    |  5:1-11 
Subject: THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS — WHEN? 

So, you want to know WHEN all this will happen? 
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I guess we’re a little surprised that you ask about the ‘when?’ of the Second Coming, 
although it’s a natural enough question.  It’s just that we thought you’d be aware that Jesus told 
us that his Second Coming would be like a ‘thief in the night’.  He compared it to an expectant 
mother being suddenly faced with labour pains, and to un-expectant people going about their 
life being swamped by something like a tsunami.  It’s clear that the Second Coming will be 
unpredictable and inescapable. 

But that’s not a problem for any of you, is it?  You’re in on God’s plans.  You know what he’s 
going to do, AND what wonderful promises he’s going to be keeping.  He’s not going to 
surprise you.  UNLESS you’re slacking off, sleeping at the wheel, all grogged up . . .  

No, you’re totally alert and fully in control of yourselves.  You constantly polish up your faith, 
oil up your love, keep your hope of salvation in perfect working order.  You know Jesus has 
chosen you for life eternal.  He died for you so that whether you’re alive or sleeping when Jesus 
returns, you’ll be ready to take your chosen place living together with him and with each other.  
So don’t stop supporting and encouraging one another.  Keep at it, always.  

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Thess) 
from:  Paul    | |  2:1-17 
Subject: THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS — TROUBLE FIRST? 

Some of you are worried about coming troubles, and how that may affect your faith, or your 
preparedness for the Second Coming.  Well, let’s look at that. 

Sure there’s going to be troubles and lawlessness and strife before Jesus comes again.  
There’s also going to be trouble in our world simply because nations and humans always go to 
great pains to look after their own welfare.  Trouble can also increase because people with 
power use that power to inflict all kind of trouble on people who get in their way. 

There can be many reasons for an increase of trouble in our world.  So, it’s impossible to use 
that as a sign for the Second Coming of Jesus.  When you come across folk (or they come 
across you) who can point to events that ‘unmistakably’ indicate the imminent Coming of Jesus, 
make sure you take their certainty with a pinch of salt.  Although there may be signs, the return 
of Jesus still remains unpredictable.  Our attitude is one of constant readiness for whenever it 
may happen. 

Hold fast to the God who chose you long ago by giving you his Spirit who works in you to 
maintain your faith.  God uses the gospel message you hear again and again to assure you of 
the gift of eternal life in Jesus.  Keep on holding to the great gospel promises which God’s 
messengers have made known to you. 

May the Lord Jesus himself together with God our Father, who love us and give us a sure 
hope, continue to encourage you and strengthen you for a life of wholehearted obedience and 
love. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Thess) 
from:  Paul    |  4:1-10,  |  4:11-12 and | |  3:6-15,  |  5:12-22,   | |  3:1-5 
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Subject: LIVING DEDICATED TO GOD 

Now we’d like to yarn about what a life of readiness for the Coming of  Jesus looks like. 

Of course, you already know what a life of dedication to God looks like.  But we want to stress 
that it involves letting that dedication become evident more and more in all areas of your life. 

In your sexual life, for example, keep on steering clear of sexual immorality.  If you need to 
control your sexual appetite so as to meet the needs of your marriage partner, then do so.  That 
may be regarded as something strange in the lustful society in which we live, but you’ve been 
called to act differently from the world around you.  You belong to God and he wants your life to 
show deep care for other people.  Your concern is not to take advantage of anyone else, or to 
wrong them in any way.  God wants to preserve everyone from the consequences of people 
who live their lives centred on themselves. 

The world in which you live is also full of people who aim to do as little as they can, sponging 
off others, bludging their way through life.  Your dedication to God will show not only in your 
resolve to earn your own way through life, but also in the contributions you constantly make to 
your local communities, and in your volunteer work.  (When we, as evangelists, visit 
congregations we don’t sponge off others; we get casual work, we pay our own way.  Even 
though we have a right to accept hospitality we don’t take that path.)  So, make it your aim 
always to contribute to the society in which you live.  Even when searching for a job takes up a 
lot of your time still try not to ignore the needs of people around you.  

Keep on showing genuine love to your fellow believers.  That may mean standing alongside 
those who are finding life hard, and don’t know which way to turn to solve their financial or 
personal problems.  It may mean finding ways to prevent frustrated people from retaliating or 
giving others a taste of their own medicine.  Again we’re sure you’re already doing that, but 
we’re encouraging you to grow in your dedication to God. 

Keep on showing respect to those who serve you in name of God, even though they may 
sometimes correct you.  Regard them highly for confronting you in this way, for they’re doing 
the work God has called them to do.  However, if they resort to abuse do your civic duty by 
reporting them, in order to protect other people from being treated in that way.  But maintain 
your personal relationship with them by your willingness to forgive them, whether they ask for it 
or not. 

Always be joyful, always keep praying, always give thanks. 
Give free rein to those who claim to be using the spiritual gifts they’ve been given.  Of course, 

weigh up their claims against what scripture says, but support them in using their gifts. 
Keep on avoiding what is evil, and holding on to what is good. 

Keep on praying for us.  Ask God to cause the message we proclaim to be taken seriously 
and to become widely known.  Ask, too, that we may be spared from those who want to quieten 
us and silence God’s message.  We all know God keeps his promises to us, and we have his 
protection as we continue doing his work.  You’re also serious about dedicating yourselves to 
him.  May we all show in our lives the kind of perseverance and love that God is always showing 
to us. 
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email to: Aussie yarngroup (Thess) 
from:  Paul    |  5:23-28 and  | |  3:16-18 
Subject: FINAL GREETINGS 

Thank you for this time of contact with each other. 

May our God of peace increase your dedication to him beyond what we, or you, imagine 
possible.  May you trust in his forgiveness of you, and in his complete acceptance of you, until 
the Coming of our Lord Jesus.  Of course, he’s always faithful to his promises; so we expect he’ll 
do all this for you. 

May you experience his gift of peace at all times and in all circumstances of your life. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.


