
Messages to the COLOSSIANS for AUSSIES 

Introduction 
Paul’s Epistles were written to the Christians who lived in Asia around the middle of the first 

century AD.  To understand this letter today we need to try to place ourselves back there in 
Paul’s day; listen for what it is he’s telling his original readers, and why; and then determine how 
it all applies to us in our changed world, and in our present society. 

It seems to me that many people are dismayed by that process, even convinced that they’re 
unable to do it.  And that’s quite understandable.  It is a difficult task.  But why should they have 
to do it?  It’s only the final step in the process that they — or any of us — need to know. 

So could I help them in some way?  What if I did the work of the first two steps for them?  
Then I could rewrite Paul’s letter as if it were his letter to me, and the world and society in which I 
live. 

That’s what gave birth to Messages to the COLOSSIANS for AUSSIES. 
Please understand that my aim is not to clarify what Paul is saying to those early Christians.  

My aim is to present what I hear Paul saying to me.  Hopefully this will encourage you to ask 
yourself what you believe he’s saying to you.  This is the task of every Australian Christian who 
belongs to a congregation in the twenty-first century. 

Probably this rewrite will be full of personal bias, unsubstantiated opinion, wishful thinking, 
and wild imaginative assertions.  What else can you expect.  Faith is never static or unchanging; 
it always has to deal with new challenges.  At least mine has to.  This rewrite is a work in 
progress.  Maybe if I get to do a ‘revised version’ it will be better.  Or worse. 

[If you’re interested in an alternative version of this introduction, you might prefer to read Aussies 
Need All The Help They Can Get — on the short story page of my home pages.] 

Neil Stiller 
June 2020 

stillersite.wordpress.com 

http://stillersite.wordpress.com
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Messages to the COLOSSIANS for AUSSIES 

email to: Aussie congregations 
from:  Paul    1:1-14 
Subject: INVITATION TO YARN 

G’day, Aussies.  It’s Paul.  And my mate, Timothy.  Both of us are messengers of Jesus. 
Greetings to you all.  May you continue to enjoy the mercy and peace that our God is giving 

you all the time. 
I’m so thankful that God has brought about in you such a strong faith in Jesus, such a deep 

love for your fellow believers, and such a confident hope in the eternal life he’s promised to us 
all.  He’s using the preaching of the cross of Jesus to do that.  In fact, all over the world the 
message of Jesus is breaking open human hearts, planting in them the seeds of the gospel, and 
producing an amazing harvest of faith, love, and hope. 

But I’m asking God to give you even more.  I want you to have an even deeper knowledge of 
his will for you, a life that even more fully proclaims his great mercy and compassion.  I want to 
hear more about the kindness you’re showing to the people among whom you live.  I want to 
know that the power you’ve been given is helping you to cope patiently with trouble and at the 
same time is producing unbounded praise and thanks to God.  He’s given you the privilege of 
inheriting a place in the eternal life he’s prepared for all those he’s rescued from this brief 
mortal earthly life.  His Son, Jesus, has brought about this rescue by the forgiveness he holds out 
to all of us. 

I’m contacting you because I want to tell you more about Jesus, and more about the mystery 
that surrounds Jesus. 

If you want to think more about what Jesus has done for the whole universe, I invite you to become 
part of this yarngroup. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Colossians) 
from:  Paul    1:15-29 
Subject: JESUS AT THE CENTRE 

Welcome to you all.  Who, really, is this Jesus we’ve come to know about and to believe? 

Look, I know I’m going to struggle as I try to find the right words to describe this unique, 
human and divine rescuer, so please bear with me. 

Jesus is on an equal footing with God, with all the privileges that go along with being God.  
He was totally involved in creating this world, including everything in heaven and on earth, 
everything visible and invisible, every power and force that exists. 

Absolutely everything was created by him and, believe it or not, FOR him. 
Jesus was there before anything was created, and creation gets its meaning and purpose not 

just from him but in him.  The church serves his purposes too; for he’s the head and the church 
is his body.  He was the first to rise from the dead and to be given a spiritual, eternal body.  
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There’s no other power greater than he is, there’s nothing that doesn’t serve his purposes. 
God planned to have Jesus as his equal so that Jesus could bring peace and purpose to the 

whole world, the whole of God’s creation.  His death on the cross brought about that peace and 
harmony. 

The trouble is that the whole human race wants nothing at all to do with God, or if it does it 
wants a god on its own terms.  So God had to do something to make us humans aware of him.  
He used his Son, his Son’s human body in fact, to get our attention on him.  The death of Jesus 
on the cross and his resurrection certainly made the headlines.  The message that accompanied 
that death and resurrection announced the big reconciliation between God and us.  Jesus 
brings forgiveness for our turning away from God.  Forgiven, God can now regard us as if we 
had never turned away.  That’s the case for every one of us for as long as we hold on to the 
promises God has made to us.  Though the proclamation of the gospel you are given the power 
to say: I’ll stand on the promises God makes to me for as long as I live. 

As one who proclaims that gospel, I’m content to put up with any suffering that may be 
involved in that proclamation.  In fact I’m delighted to share in it.  I regard it as part of the 
ongoing suffering that still afflicts Jesus, and is now suffered by his body, the church.  What a 
privilege to be caught up in any of the pain Jesus went through for me, and that brings such 
benefits to others who come to believe. 

I’m happy to serve the church in this way as I announce the promises of God as clearly as I 
can.  They’ve been largely hidden away in mystery for ages and ages, but now they’ve been 
revealed by Jesus, and in Jesus revealed to the whole world.  Revealed in such a way that those 
who had been hesitant about making any claim to be God’s people are now eager to have a 
part in that mystery.   The wonder and the abundance of it all simply bowls them over.  That 
mystery can be best described as: Jesus is in you, to give you his glorious eternal life. 

That’s what I, and my fellow proclaimers, keep on announcing and teaching, so that everyone 
who hears may become one in Jesus — completely and perfectly one.  All those who are one in 
Jesus are included in this amazing and multidimensional oneness.  I spend my life letting the 
Jesus-in-me work as freely and as mightily as he can, so this oneness can be as multifaceted as 
possible. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Colossians) 
from:  Paul    2:1-23 
Subject: JESUS AT THE CENTRE OF YOU 

Jesus belongs at the very centre of God’s universe, all God’s plans revolve around him.  This 
means Jesus is the core of our lives.  He’s there in everything we do and say. 

You’ve been united to Jesus, he’s living in you, he’s building you up, he’s strengthening your 
faith in him, and he’s helping you learn how to express your joy in him and your thankfulness to 
him.  Please don’t let anyone push you away from him, even to the smallest degree.  Sadly this 
can happen without you even realizing it. 

I’m sure you’ve heard all kinds of attractive-sounding speculations and scientific theories that 
are meant to explain the origins and the meaning of life on this earth.  Now as theories and 
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suppositions there’re fine.  How else can we humans learn about the ways in which this universe 
works, how God has made it hang and work together?  Let’s continue to discover as much as we 
can about God’s glorious creation.  But if those discoveries take the step of removing Jesus 
from the place he holds at the centre of everything, then the Creator and Rescuer has been 
removed from his own world.  You and I know how foolish that would be.  Especially since our 
union with Jesus has given us a sense of his all-in-allness, and of the power he exerts over all 
things everywhere. 

There are also those people who tell us that as Christians we are expected to keep certain 
customs, traditional ways of doing things, and practices that have been performed for ages.   
And if we don’t comply we’re as good as denying our faith. 

Look, as humans our self-obsessed opposition to God is so great that he regards us as being 
dead to him.  And he’s quite justified in doing that.  No matter what we try to do it’s never good 
enough to get his tick of approval.  But in the death of Jesus on the cross and his subsequent 
resurrection God made us alive in Jesus — alive to him.  He used his power to raise us from the 
dead in our baptism.  He forgave us, freeing us from all our efforts to try to please him by doing 
what he commanded us to do.  In fact he nailed all his commands and instructions to the cross 
and got rid of them.  They aren’t needed any more because Jesus kept them all for us.  His Son’s 
obedience is the only obedience God requires of us. 

Even after explaining all this, there are those who still try to tell us: no, you still have to do this 
or that on Sundays, you have these celebrations to observe.  And you shouldn’t eat this, you 
can’t drink that, you have customs and traditions that can’t be ignored.  Of course we observe 
customs and traditions.  But only because they remind us of Jesus, what he has done, and what 
he is going to do.  We don’t HAVE to do them, they just help us to put Jesus at the centre of our 
life.  They help us to live our faith, and help our family to be united in worship of Jesus and to be 
growing in faith in Jesus.  They’re all about Jesus, not us. 

Some of you older folk may feel you ‘have to’ maintain certain customs otherwise you’d 
forget all about them; but that’s a ‘have to’ you impose on yourself.  That’s quite different from 
something others impose on you. 

You died with Jesus, died to this passing world and all worldly practices.  You don’t belong to 
this world at all, you just live here, with your attention always fixed on Jesus.  Don’t let any of 
your customs or traditions, no matter how much you may like them, no matter how rigorous and 
‘holy’ they may seem to be, no matter how good they may make you feel, ever get your 
attention off Jesus. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Colossians) 
from:  Paul    3:1 - 4:18 
Subject: JESUS AT THE CENTRE OF YOU 

Your comments have encouraged me to add a bit more about what it means to have Jesus at the 
centre of your being. 

Having died with Jesus, you’ve been raised with him.  You’ve been promised a new life 
beyond this mundane, passing world.  In fact you're beginning to live that life already, even 
though only in a hidden kind of way.  Not many people may know you have this life, because it’s 
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hidden away and reserved for you with Jesus in heaven.  When he finally appears in all his 
splendour and glory, then your resurrection life will be revealed fully for everybody to see. 

In the meantime God is working in you to put to death the old self-centred life that still 
controls so much of what we all do.  Let him put to death your worship of self.  Let him deal with 
your sexual immorality, your satisfying your cravings, your giving in to your selfish desires, and 
your greed in all the ways it shows itself.  Get rid of anger, fits of temper, bitchiness and mud-
slinging, disgusting and hate-promoting language, and all lying and bending of the truth.  You 
have a new life to live, a new self to strengthen as it strives to reflect the image of the One who 
created it in you in your baptism.  What you think about yourself, or the personal image you 
want to project, doesn’t matter.  Everything has to do with Jesus, simply everything. 

God is also working to make your new life spring to life.  He’s chosen to dress you in 
compassion, kindness, modesty, gentleness and patience.  He’s added the accessories of 
accepting others, putting up with each other, being loving no matter what some may do to you, 
and forgiving as you have been forgiven by God.  When you complete your ensemble with the 
overcoat of love you’re going to make one heck of a fashion statement, I can tell you. 

God is concerned about what goes on both inside you and inside your congregation.  As the 
members of one body, let the peace that Jesus gives rule in each of you so that the whole 
congregation becomes the place of harmony and unity that God intends.  And always be 
thankful.  Let the word of God have such a vital place among you that you’re always teaching 
and cautioning each other.  Keep singing together as much as you can to show your gratitude 
to God.   And whatever you do or say, do it all in the name of Jesus to show your thanks to God 
the Father.  

Let your new life be apparent in your homes and places of work.  Let the presence of Jesus 
show in the way husbands and wives submit to each other, love each other, and treat one 
another as children of God.  Let children obey their parents, and parents encourage and 
stimulate their children.  Let workers do their tasks reliably and as well as they can, as if they 
were doing it for the Lord, which, of course, they are.  Let employers care for and provide for 
their employees with the same love and generosity God has shown them. 

Finally, all of you, keep on praying.  What a wonderful gift from God this is.  Use it to express 
your thanks to God, and keep alert for situations and people who could do with your prayers.  
Keep praying for those who proclaim God’s message.  How wonderful if they were always aware 
of the doors God opens for them to announce the gospel, and if they took advantage of all 
those opportunities. 

In all your conversations with others, be aware of opportunities to point them to Jesus.  After 
all, everything is about him, everything centres on him. 

Grace be with you.


