
Messages to the PHILIPPIANS for AUSSIES 

Introduction 
Paul’s Epistles were written to the Christians who lived in Asia around the middle of the first 

century AD.  To understand this letter today we need to try to place ourselves back there in 
Paul’s day; listen for what it is he’s telling his original readers, and why; and then determine how 
it all applies to us in our changed world, and in our present society. 

It seems to me that many people are dismayed by that process, even convinced that they’re 
unable to do it.  And that’s quite understandable.  It is a difficult task.  But why should they have 
to do it?  It’s only the final step in the process that they — or any of us — need to know. 

So could I help them in some way?  What if I did the work of the first two steps for them?  
Then I could rewrite Paul’s letter as if it were his letter to me, and the world and society in which I 
live. 

That’s what gave birth to Messages to the PHILIPPIANS for AUSSIES. 
Please understand that my aim is not to clarify what Paul is saying to those early Christians.  

My aim is to present what I hear Paul saying to me.  Hopefully this will encourage you to ask 
yourself what you believe he’s saying to you.  This is the task of every Australian Christian who 
belongs to a congregation in the twenty-first century. 

I’m also going to skip over these sections of this book: 
Chapter 2:19-30 where Paul talks about some future plans for ministry in that congregation. 
Chapter 4:2-3, 10-23 where Paul takes up some personal matters with the congregation. 

Probably this rewrite will be full of personal bias, unsubstantiated opinion, wishful thinking, 
and wild imaginative assertions.  What else can you expect.  Faith is never static or unchanging; 
it always has to deal with new challenges.  At least mine has to.  This rewrite is a work in 
progress.  Maybe if I get to do a ‘revised version’ it will be better.  Or worse. 

[If you’re interested in an alternative version of this introduction, you might prefer to read Aussies 
Need All The Help They Can Get — on the short story page of my home pages.] 

Neil Stiller 
May 2020 

stillersite.wordpress.com 

http://stillersite.wordpress.com
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Messages to the PHILIPPIANS for AUSSIES 

email to: Aussie congregations 
from:  Paul    1:1-11 
Subject: INVITATION TO YARN 

G’day, Aussies.  It’s me, Paul.  And my mate, Timothy.  Both of us regard ourselves as servants 
of Jesus. 

Greetings to you all.   From us — and from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I’m writing to you because we share a partnership in proclaiming the gospel of Jesus.  That 

partnership is something special for me and I hope this contact with you will help to maintain 
and strengthen our relationship.  Especially because what ties us together is the love of Jesus — 
his love for us, our love for him, and the love he gives us for one another. 

My constant prayer is that your love may continue to deepen.  May you have difficulty 
controlling it as Jesus makes it grow stronger and stronger right through your life. 

I’d like to talk about the joy we share because we all know of that love from God.  I invite you to 
become part of this yarngroup as a way of letting that love and joy flow between us. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Philippians) 
from:  Paul    1:12-30 
Subject: OUR JOY IS ALWAYS THERE 

Welcome to you all.  Let me start by reminding you that whatever life throws at us, God is 
always giving us something that keeps us joyful. 

We can’t escape suffering, can we?  All we want to do is to proclaim by our lives the message 
of God in the cross of Jesus.  As we do that, so many circumstances, and so many people, can 
cause us suffering in so many different ways — and there’s nothing we can do to stop it.  But 
that’s no reason for us to give up on the task God has given us.  As we keep at it, whether we 
can muster up a smile or not, our determination can help other believers.  Our example may 
encourage them to make extra efforts to keep at it too, and often to show more guts and 
determination than they had ever shown before.  That’s something to really smile about. 

There are those who do all they can to avoid suffering, because of what we might interpret as 
fear.  They may limit their sharing of their faith to more secret times and places when and where 
they feel safe.  Others may devise anonymous ways of doing it.  Of course, we never know the 
reasons behind any person’s sharing of their faith — even for us it may be a self-serving or an 
ego-boosting thing.  Whatever motives may lie behind any person’s faith sharing, at least Jesus 
is being made known.  That’s enough to bring a smile to our faces, isn’t it? 

Continue to rejoice, no matter how difficult your life of faith may be.  You never know how 
God is going to use you, and what blessings he leaves in your wake.  I really don’t care what 
happens to me.  I just want to point folk to Jesus.  If that brings about my death — so what!  If I’m 
put to death, that will give me eternal life a lot quicker.  I’m constantly in two minds.  Do I make 
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an effort to keep on living, so that I might continue to do the work God has given to me, as I 
work with Jesus?  Or do I let the longing for that even better trouble-free life with Jesus take 
over?  What decides this for me is thinking about those who still need to hear of the love of 
Jesus for them.  So I reckon I’ll be around for a bit longer to see people being given faith, and 
being strengthened in their faith.  It gives me the greatest joy to see people grow closer to God 
— and to see their joy as they grow in their faith.  There’s always a smile on my face. 

So whatever happens — to me, or to you — remember that you’re proclaiming the gospel of 
Jesus.  Don’t be afraid of those who try to stop you from doing that.  Don’t be sidetracked by 
threats of suffering.  We’re all in this together — and suffering’s included.  When you’re living 
with Jesus everything gives you reason for the deepest joy. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Philippians) 
from:  Paul    2:1-18 
Subject: HUMILITY THAT’S OUT OF THIS WORLD 

 Since you’ve been united with Jesus, his humility is going to rub off on to you.  

You know what I’d like to see most of all in your life?  Humility.  Of course, I can’t think of any 
reason for it not being there.  After all, you’re united to Jesus who’s giving you his amazing love, 
which is full of humility.  And the congregation to which you belong is a togetherness with the 
Spirit who’s full of compassion and tender-heartedness.  I’d like to see that humility getting even 
stronger. 

You’d add much to my joy by working hard on agreeing with your fellow believers so that you 
all end up sharing the same desires, the same love, and the same aspirations.  Let go of all 
selfish ambitions and aspirations, value the gifts and good points of others, and be more 
concerned for the welfare of the people around you than for your own welfare.  In short, show 
humility.  Not just run-of-the-mill humility, but the humility Jesus has so clearly demonstrated. 

Jesus, the Son of God, let go of his divinity, and became a mere human being — even a 
servant.  He let himself be put to death, the worst kind of death possible, nailed to a cross.  He 
could do nothing but wait for God to step in.  And God did.  God raised him to highest heaven, 
giving him the highest title possible.  There he deserves, and gets, the most resounding worship 
by everyone.  Heaven and earth is filled with praise, acknowledging Jesus as the Son of God, 
and proclaiming the power of God the Father. 

The humility of Jesus — that’s the humility God is always trying to bring about in your life. 

Work hard at living a life that proclaims your rescue by God.  Show great respect for God who 
is always working behind the scenes to keep you obedient to him.  Let your humility show itself 
in your refusal to complain about the circumstances in which you find yourself.  Of course, many 
folk will regard you as a bit of a weirdo.  But it will make me feel proud that the pastors and 
other workers who have encouraged you in your life of faith have achieved something.  That will 
bring a smile to the faces of many people.  We’ll all share in this joy. 

I know this is a rather short email, but I’d like to give you time to think about the humility I’ve 
been talking about before moving on. 
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email to: Aussie yarngroup (Philippians) 
from:  Paul    3:1 - 4:9 
Subject: TOTAL DEPENDENCE ON JESUS 

Are you sick of thinking of humility?  Oh dear.  I want to mention other lowly ways in which 
this gift of God is going to appear in your life. 

Have you got a smile on your face?  Right now?  However you feel at the moment I never 
want to stop reminding you, even prodding you, to be happy and joyful. 

This may surprise you, but I’m going to ask you to be wary of the things you do to give you 
the confidence to say: Yes, I’m a child of God, I wouldn’t be living like this if I wasn’t.  And I’m 
thinking of things like publicly declaring your faith, displaying Christian symbols in your home, 
wearing a T-shirt with a message about Jesus, talking or writing about your journey in the faith, 
and especially re-writing books of the Bible (why would anyone do that?).  Now don’t get me 
wrong.  There’s nothing wrong with any of this.  Maybe many of us should be doing far more of 
it.  The danger arises when we let our confidence about being a child of God depend on what 
we’ve done or are doing. 

That’s what I did.  I was brought up, very strictly, as a Jew and had all the evidence to prove I 
was a member of God’s chosen nation.  I worked hard at keeping the commandments and did it 
very well (even if I say so myself).  I was even happy not just to dismiss people who didn’t share 
my faith, but to mistreat them.  But once Jesus revealed himself to me, from that time on I 
regard all those accomplishments of mine as baloney, even as a giant minus sign.   They detract 
me from what Jesus has done for me.  And I want nothing to stand between Jesus and me.  
Especially the positive things I’ve been enabled to do.  He’s with me because he died for me on 
the cross, rose from the dead, and allows me to share in the sufferings he went through.  THAT’s 
what shows there’s nothing separating him from me.  It doesn’t depend on me at all. 

What I do becomes such a subtle and sneaky influence in my life — a little sense of pride here, 
a brief self-congratulation there.  I tell myself, there’s nothing wrong with that — but it slowly 
takes over, and I come to depend on it.  Jesus becomes just a little less important in my life — 
once again. 

That’s what I don’t want to happen to me (or to you).  I want him to be everything. 
Of course, I haven’t achieved that yet.  Probably I never will.  But I constantly put the past 

behind me, letting God’s forgiveness cover it over.  I keep my attention on the future, the future 
God has placed ahead of me, holds out to me, and promises to me.  That future is the eternal 
life Jesus has won for me — and I play no part at all in being offered that gift. 

It would put the greatest smile on my face to know that you all think like that, too.  Support 
one another in the constant battle against being drawn away from what Jesus has done for you, 
and for us all.  Sometimes I’m reduced to tears because so many folk want nothing to do with 
the cross of Jesus.  They tie themselves completely to this world.  They love it, they want nothing 
more than what they can enjoy and achieve in it.  They consider it the perfect home. 

Well, OUR home is in heaven.  And we’re waiting and longing for Jesus, our Saviour, to return 
and use his supreme power to bring it all about and to show who’s really in control.  He’ll 
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gloriously change our earthly bodies so that they become just like his heavenly, spiritual, 
eternal, body.  Hold on tightly to those awesome promises God has made to us, in fact hold on 
to every one of the promises he has made. 

Keep on smiling about all the things our Lord has done for you.  And let it be the broadest 
smile you can manage.  The gentleness God gives you — let it show.  May you become known as 
the ‘congregation of gentle care’. 

The Lord is always close to you, and his Second Coming seems to me to be not very far away, 
either.  So there’s no need to get het up or be in a stew about anything.  Instead constantly take 
your concerns to God, and together with your thanksgiving and praise, let him know what’s 
bothering you.  Then the peace that God gives, which is beyond your comprehension, will take 
you over and give you the calm that only Jesus can supply. 

Meditate on all the constructive and positive aspects of the life that Jesus enables you to live 
— the truth he reveals, the sublime promises he makes, the standards he sets, the moral road he 
places before you, the praiseworthy and outstanding values he puts within you.  Let your 
meditation on all that give you the power to change your life.  When you see other believers 
changing their lives, let their example empower you to work even harder on yours. 

You’ve received so many undeserved gifts from God.  And they keep on coming.  Let that put 
a smile on your life. 

May God fill you with the peace that only he can give.


