
Messages to the GALATIANS for AUSSIES 

Introduction 
Paul’s Epistles were written to the Christians who lived in Asia around the middle of the first 

century AD.  To understand this letter today we need to try to place ourselves back there in 
Paul’s day; listen for what it is he’s telling his original readers, and why; and then determine how 
it all applies to us in our changed world, and in our present society. 

It seems to me that many people are dismayed by that process, even convinced that they’re 
unable to do it.  And that’s quite understandable.  It is a difficult task.  But why should they have 
to do it?  It’s only the final step in the process that they — or any of us — need to know. 

So could I help them in some way?  What if I did the work of the first two steps for them?  
Then I could rewrite Paul’s letter as if it were his letter to me, and the world and society in which I 
live. 

That’s what gave birth to Messages to the GALATIANS for AUSSIES. 
Please understand that my aim is not to clarify what Paul is saying to those early Christians.  

My aim is to present what I hear Paul saying to me.  Hopefully this will encourage you to ask 
yourself what you believe he’s saying to you.  This is the task of every Australian Christian who 
belongs to a congregation in the twenty-first century. 

I’m also going to skip over sections of this book. 
Chapters 1 and 2 deal with problems Paul was having being accepted by the Galatians as a genuine 

apostle.  Of course this isn’t an issue today. 
Then there are parts where Paul, because he’s writing to Christians with a Jewish background, refers 

to Abraham and events in Jewish history.  These references are given just as examples of the point he’s 
making, and do not say anything new.  So they are not terribly important for non-Jewish readers, or 
readers who are unfamiliar with Old Testament history.   These passages are: 3:6-9, 4:12-31, and 5:7-12. 

Probably this rewrite will be full of personal bias, unsubstantiated opinion, wishful thinking, 
and wild imaginative assertions.  What else can you expect.  Faith is never static or unchanging; 
it always has to deal with new challenges.  At least mine has to.  This rewrite is a work in 
progress.  Maybe if I get to do a ‘revised version’ it will be better.  Or worse. 

[If you’re interested in an alternative version of this introduction, you might prefer to read Aussies 
Need All The Help They Can Get — on the short story page of my home pages.] 

Neil Stiller 
May 2020 

stillersite.wordpress.com 

http://stillersite.wordpress.com
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Messages to the GALATIANS for AUSSIES 

email to: Aussie congregations 
from:  Paul    1:1-5 
Subject: INVITATION TO YARN 

G’day, Aussies.  My name is Paul.  I’m an apostle.  And that’s not a job given to me by humans, 
but by God who raised Jesus from the dead.  The task God has given me is to let you know 
about the undeserved love and peace that our God gives to us all.  His Son’s death and 
resurrection gives us forgiveness and rescues us from all the troubles that result from turning 
our backs on God.  For that rescue he always deserves our praise. 

I’m writing to you simply because I want to remind you of the depth of God’s love for you.  
And of the stacks of things he does for you — and keeps on doing — to keep you close to him. 

You are just one of many congregations receiving this email.  I’m keen to set up a yarngroup in 
which I’d like to speak about God’s mind-boggling love.  If you’d like to take part in this 
conversation, please let me know. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Galatians) 
from:  Paul    3:1-5, 10-14 
Subject: THERE ARE SOME CRAZY PEOPLE ON THE LOOSE 

Welcome to you all.  I’m glad you’ve agreed to take part. 

You come across them everywhere, don’t you?  They know Jesus died on the cross and 
they’re convinced his death has brought them great blessings.  Yet all they want to talk about is 
their own ‘personal journey’, as they sometimes call it.  By that they usually mean the things 
they’re doing to keep God close to them; the things they’re doing to make sure God gives them 
only the good things in life; the things they’re doing to keep God happy with them; the things 
they’re doing to help them understand God better; the things they’re doing to receive more of 
God’s gifts and blessings so they can let more and more people know about his love.  They tell 
you how God blesses them because they’re so committed to him. 

On top of that they’re so sincere, so dedicated, so happy about all they’re doing.  Many 
people hold them up as great examples of Christian living.  As do many of their fellow believers, 
who wish their own lives were more of a ‘personal journey’ with Jesus.  They want to be assured, 
too, that what they’re doing in their lives is keeping God close to them. 

But what craziness!  Where does all this comes from?  These folk began their ‘Christian 
journey’ (if I can call it that) so well.  They knew they did nothing, and could do nothing, for God 
to give them his Holy Spirit.  They knew the Spirit is a gift that accompanies the gift of faith in the 
promises God makes to them.  But now they think they continue to have the Spirit only because 
of the things they’ve decided to do on their ‘personal journey’.  They’re convinced that miracles 
are performed among them only because of all the things they’re doing to make them worthy of 
miracles.  What’s happened to all the gifts that accompany faith in God’s promises? 

Look, once we start relying on the things WE are doing to get God’s blessings, we’re in real 
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trouble.  I mean, where do you stop?  We keep finding even more things to do to keep God 
even closer to us.  We keep trying to find even more things that we simply must do in order to 
keep us getting even more blessings from him.  No one can live under a burden like that.  And 
what a burden it becomes. 

That’s the burden Jesus took off your shoulders.  He did EVERYthing that’s listed in 
everyone’s ‘personal journey’ — and a whole lot more as well.  He did it all for you without YOU 
doing anything.  Put your faith in the promises made to you by God himself.  Then your 
‘Christian journey’ can begin — or begin again.  That’s a faith journey, not a personal 
improvement journey. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Galatians) 
from:  Paul    3:15-25 
Subject: THE LIFE OF FAITH 

Your responses suggest that I’ve upset some of you.  But I stand by what I’ve said.  I think it 
needed to be said.  Let me answer the most common question I received: why did God tell us what to 
do if, as you suggest, we don’t need to do it? 

Well, let’s look at events as they happened over time.  Right at the start — I’m thinking Adam 
and Eve — humans had such a close relationship with God they didn’t need instructions.  
(Except: don’t eat of the fruit in the centre of the garden.)  But as the population increased 
people turned their back on God more and more.  They hurt and harmed each other more and 
more.  Although they were close to God, they didn’t feel very close to him — mind you, that was 
how they felt; it had nothing at all to do with God. 

However God didn’t want this situation to continue, so over the years he devised the Ultimate 
Rescue Plan. 

His first step was to make a deal with Abraham.  I’ve chosen you to be the ancestor of a 
nation, God told him, a nation I’ll use to bring the whole human race back to me to restore our 
sense of closeness.  This deal was an amazing one.  No conditions were imposed on Abraham 
or his future nation.  It was a deal in which the partners trusted each other.  It was a deal of faith.  
So God and Abraham shook hands to seal the deal. 

But as time went on this chosen nation turned their backs on God and couldn’t get on with 
each other.  God had to step in again — this time giving his people the Ten Commandments.  
These laws, telling them what they should do, were NOT added as conditions to his original 
deal with Abraham and his descendants.  He was just trying to control their turning away from 
him and put a limit on how much they were hurting themselves.  The Ultimate Rescue Plan 
(Abraham usually referred to it as the URP) was still a deal of faith. 

God though it was time to put into action his URP (even God used Abraham’s abbreviation) 
for the whole human race.  He sent his Son, Jesus, into the world to be the Rescuer.  With the 
death and resurrection of Jesus the deal God made with Abraham to bring everyone back to 
God was complete.  And still there are no conditions — it remains a deal of faith. 

This URP has nothing at all to do with what we may want to do to feel close to God.  God is 
there whether we feel it or not.  He’s there always because that’s the promise he makes to us.  
God’s deal, remember it’s a deal of faith, it doesn’t depend on us at all.  Not even on faith plus 
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what we do.  It’s based on his gift to us and the faith this gift creates in us. 
You see, I’m not talking about us creating closeness with God.  That’s impossible.  And if you 

set out on that road, the day will come when you’ll finally realize how impossible it is.  There’s no 
future at all in YOUR efforts to become close with God. 

I’m talking about God creating closeness with us.  You see him do it in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.  You hear him tell you he’s done it.  Believe what he tells you. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Galatians) 
from:  Paul    3:26 - 4:11 
Subject: BAPTISED INTO JESUS 

I’m still receiving a few more questions — and that’s great.  So let me try to make things as clear 
as I can. 

When you were baptised you were baptised into Jesus.  Yes, I mean INTO.  It’s as if you’re 
wearing him as your clothes.  And look around you, everyone in your congregation is wearing 
Jesus.  Whenever you look at them you see HIM.  Whatever worldly status they may have, 
whatever worldly distinctions may apply in daily life, whatever may divide you socially, whatever 
you do or don’t do for God — none of that matters.  You’re all one in Jesus, equally united to 
him, equally sharing in everything he’s done for the human race. 

All of you are the children of God, and you equally share in the inheritance that belongs to 
God’s children.  All of you have been given the Holy Spirit, who allows you to call God your 
‘Dad’.  All of you have the same heavenly eternal home together with the rest of God’s children. 

You’re completely free — every one of you — from the burden of doing things to make you 
FEEL like a child of God (whatever that may mean).  Or of doing things to ASSURE yourself that 
you’re united to Jesus.  God says you ARE.  How can we doubt him?  Living in Jesus is a life of 
faith. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Galatians) 
from:  Paul    5:1-6, 13-26 
Subject: A LIFE OF FREEDOM 

Ah, good.  Not many questions any more.  I think you’re following me.  So let’s move on.  I want 
to talk about what your life of faith in Jesus looks like. 

From what I’ve said I hope you realize that your life of faith in Jesus is a life of freedom.   
Freedom from doing anything and everything that’s supposed to bring you closer to God.  
Freedom that allows your faith to express itself in love for God and for others.  That’s a pretty 
important freedom.  Don’t let anyone take it from you. 

Of course, that part of you that demands the freedom to do what IT wants to do is really 
wanting you to turn your back on God.  But now you have help in controlling that part of you.  
God has given wonderful commands and instructions — to prevent us all from taking advantage 
of one another and in the process destroying society.  Use your freedom to serve one another in 
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love.  Indeed SERVING one another is the greatest freedom you have.  Yes, I mean it, the 
greatest freedom you have.  Just consider the servant life of Jesus, in whom, remember, you are 
clothed.  He was, and is, the greatest loving servant ever. 

To put it another way.  You have the freedom to live by the Holy Spirit, who also dwells in you.  
The Spirit and the turning-your-back-on-God part of you are bitter enemies.  Without the work 
of the Spirit you’ll end up doing what you don’t want to do.  Refuse to be drawn into a fight with 
your turning-your-back-on-God.  You can’t win.  You have to go the more difficult way of letting 
the powerful Spirit fight that battle for you — and trusting him that the battle is won. 

You know what that turning-your-back-on-God part of you wants, don’t you?  Sexual 
immorality of all kinds, indulgence in yourself, hatred and division, jealousy and bad temper, 
win at all cost and infighting, drunkenness and wild parties, and so on.  Those kind of actions 
soon make you forget all about the Spirit within you, and all about your faith in Jesus. 

What the Spirit cultivates in you is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, dependability, 
gentleness, and self-control.  And no one prevents you from living like that.  Being united to 
Jesus means he’s putting to death that turning-your-back-on-God part of you.  Its power over 
you starts to weaken.  You’ve been freed to let the Spirit control you — delight in that freedom.  
And use it. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Galatians) 
from:  Paul    ^6:1-18 
Subject: SOME EXAMPLES OF SHOWING CARE TO OTHERS 

Finally, let me encourage you to keep on showing love.  Here are some examples. 

When you become aware that a member of your congregation has done wrong — and of 
course that will happen from time to time — your elected elders should gently repair his 
relationship with God.  Gently, because every one of us, at one time or another, is likely to find 
ourselves in the same position.  Gentleness witnesses to that fact that Jesus is here among us.  
Rather than giving the impression that I'm more obedient to God than you — and other people 
are rarely convinced by that proud and self-deceiving claim — we’re all showing we’re in the 
same boat, all answerable to God for our actions. 

Make a habit of showing your gratitude to anyone who teaches you something about God 
and the message he gives us in his Word. 

Don’t ever be fooled into thinking that you can sow seeds of selfishness to grow plants of 
loving care and concern.  Only sowing the seeds the Spirit gives you produces plants like that.  
Those plants bear flowers reminding us all of God’s gift of eternal life. 

Don’t ever get tired of showing care and concern.  Showing love is never a waste of time — 
you never know how your actions are going to affect others.  Take all the opportunities you can 
to show love to everyone you come across — especially to your fellow members in God’s family. 

I’ve decided to boast about nothing I do.  And let me tell you that’s not easy, because what I 
do seems pretty significant to me.  But compared with what Jesus has done for me, nothing I do 
has any significance whatever.  Except that it gets my attention on me, instead of on my Lord.  
And that’s not good. 



Page 6

Whenever I boast I’m going to be talking about the cross of Jesus, my Lord — and all his 
death has achieved for me.  Nothing else.  In baptism Jesus has united me to his death, so what 
his death did for him that’s what it’s done for me.  For him it brought release from the world that 
rejected and crucified him, and opened the way for his resurrection and his return to the eternal 
realm of God.  That’s what it’s done for me.  This present, passing world holds no attraction for 
me, I want nothing to do with what it offers, with the empty promises to makes to me.  My 
interests, my life, is totally consumed by the new eternal realm of God.  The resurrection of 
Jesus, to which I’m also united through baptism, opens all that up for me.  That’s where I belong, 
because that’s where God has placed me. 

Of course I also have some interest in this passing away world.  It’s still God’s wonderful 
creation which we humans are looking after for him.  It needs, by the way, even better looking 
after than we humans are doing at the moment — if it’s going to remain a viable place to live for 
the generations yet to come. 

I want everyone living here to know about the cross of Jesus and the sublime promises of 
God based on the new resurrection life Jesus opens up for all of us.  I want everyone to know 
about the new-creating God does in Jesus.   I want everyone to become one of God’s new 
creations in Jesus.  Just as I am.  

Just as you are.  All of you, are his new creations. 
May God keep showering his peace and mercy on you all. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus, my brothers and sisters, be with each of you.


