
Messages to the CORINTHIANS (2) for AUSSIES 

Introduction 
Paul’s Epistles were written to the Christians who lived in Asia around the middle of the first 

century AD.  To understand this letter today we need to try to place ourselves back there in 
Paul’s day; listen for what it is he’s telling his original readers, and why; and then determine how 
it all applies to us in our changed world, and in our present society. 

It seems to me that many people are dismayed by that process, even convinced that they’re 
unable to do it.  And that’s quite understandable.  It is a difficult task.  But why should they have 
to do it?  It’s only the final step in the process that they — or any of us — need to know. 

So could I help them in some way?  What if I did the work of the first two steps for them?  
Then I could rewrite Paul’s letter as if it were his letter to me, and the world and society in which I 
live. 

That’s what gave birth to Messages to the CORINTHIANS (2) for AUSSIES. 
Please understand that my aim is not to clarify what Paul is saying to those early Christians.  

My aim is to present what I hear Paul saying to me.  Hopefully this will encourage you to ask 
yourself what you believe he’s saying to you.  This is the task of every Australian Christian who 
belongs to a congregation in the twenty-first century. 

I’m also going to skip over some sections of this book.  Let me list them here together with 
the reasons I reckon Paul would give in explaining these omissions: 

Chapters 1:8 - 3:6.  This deals with a bit of criticism I received from some people connected with the 
Corinthian congregation back there in the middle of the first century AD.  I can’t see it applying in a 
different situation. 

Chapters 7:2 - 9:5.  This deals with more issues I needed to address in the congregation at Corinth, 
particularly an appeal for money to help the Christians in Jerusalem.  However, the final section 
(following 9:5) where I speak in general about generous giving is still timely advice. 

Chapters 10 and 11.  This continues with issues with the Corinthian congregation. 
Chapters 12:11 - 13:10.  The issues continue. 

Probably this rewrite will be full of personal bias, unsubstantiated opinion, wishful thinking, 
and wild imaginative assertions.  What else can you expect.  Faith is never static or unchanging; 
it always has to deal with new challenges.  At least mine has to.  This rewrite is a work in 
progress.  Maybe if I get to do a ‘revised version’ it will be better.  Or worse. 

[If you’re interested in an alternative version of this introduction, you might prefer to read Aussies 
Need All The Help They Can Get — on the short story page of my home pages.] 

Neil Stiller 
May 2020 

stillersite.wordpress.com 

http://stillersite.wordpress.com
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Messages to the CORINTHIANS (2) for AUSSIES 

email to: Aussie congregations 
from:  Paul    1:1-7 
Subject: INVITATION TO YARN 

G’day, Aussies.  My name is Paul (the one volunteered by God to be an apostle of Jesus) and 
with me is my mate, Timothy. 

I’m writing to you because you and I (as well as congregations everywhere) have been 
chosen by God to live life differently from the people who live in this world with us. 

One big difference is the unique comfort and consolation that God gives us.  It’s a serenity 
that stays with each of us where ever we go.  It’s a tranquility that’s there at all times.  It’s a peace 
(you see it’s such a big deal that I can’t use just one word to describe it) — it’s a peace that takes 
us over in the middle of the turmoil that may be going on around us and within us.  The more 
we talk about and share this comfort and consolation with one another, the more it becomes 
part of our lives. 

Of course it all comes from our God.  The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is a completely 
compassionate Father.  Whenever I think of comfort I always think of him.  In all our troubles — 
and life in this world is full of them — he’s there with a peace we can’t get anywhere else.  Having 
received that peace we can better empathise with other people in their troubles, and comfort 
them just as God comforts us. 

Trouble in our life is simply the suffering of Jesus that has overflowed from his life into ours.  
The comfort we receive also overflows from our lives into the lives of others. 

Every distress I go through helps me learn how to be better at passing on the saving comfort 
of Jesus to people like you.  That sharing helps us all to live with patient endurance.  Together 
we go through suffering; together we share in the comfort God gives. 

You are just one of many congregations receiving this email.  I’m keen to set up a yarngroup in 
which I’d like to speak about God’s message of the gospel and what it means to be a member of a 
congregation.  If you’d like to take part in this conversation, please let me know. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorTwo) 
from:  Paul    3:7 - 4:18 
Subject: MY MINISTRY 

Welcome to you all.  Let me explain first of all something about the work that God has given me 
to do and how excited I am to do it. 

The task God has given to me is really something special.  It’s making known something that 
hasn’t happened before: the most magnificent and overwhelming display of the splendour and 
wonder of God. 

Of course, there have been some brief and dim sightings of his splendour in the past.  Mostly 
by individuals whose followers esteem them greatly.  People like Moses and the Buddha and 
Muhammed.  What they have revealed about God has filled many people with awe and 
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amazement.  Their insights, however, have done little about the fear and uncertainty and shame 
we all tend to feel at the thought of being in the presence of the splendid, awesome, all-
knowing God. 

But now — now we’ve witnessed a far more complete display of God’s glory.  Now the 
previous brief, dim, partial, and individual revelations seem as if they haven’t any splendour at 
all.  Now our human fear and uncertainty and shame arising from close contact with God IS 
dealt with.  God has shown us that he isn’t someone to be feared, or kept at arm’s length.  He 
treats us as people who have no reason at all to be fearful or ashamed to be in his mind-
boggling presence.  He even begins a process of changing us, making us become the God-
loved people he says we are. 

We can even bask peacefully and contentedly in the brightness of the splendour and wonder 
of God.  As we do other people can come to see something of God’s splendour and wonder in 
us.  Because of how we live our lives. 

That’s the revelation of God I’ve been chosen to speak about.  It’s the appearance of his Son, 
Jesus, in our world — and his death on the cross which removes all the barriers between us and 
God.  I simply pass on this message of the cross, and let God’s Spirit use that message to work 
in people’s lives.  That’s why I’m so excited about the task God has given to me. 

I’ve also become quite bold and confident and sure-as-hell about what I’m doing for God.  
Because I’m not pointing to myself.  I’m always pointing to the God who keeps his promises and 
does what he says. 

I don’t need to do anything to make the message I proclaim work — no big advertising 
campaign, no big names to attract customers.  I leave it to God to do the convincing.  He’s the 
one who opens the eyes of the hearers to see God’s glory in Jesus. 

 I’m no more than a battered coke-can, knocked around by the continual opposition and 
criticism of people who are trying to keep me quiet.  The treatment I get doesn’t matter.  I may 
be attacked on every side, but I know I’m never alone.  I may wonder how I’ll survive, but I know 
there’s no reason for despair.  I may be persecuted, but I know I’ll never be left in the lurch.  The 
important thing is the proclamation of the powerful message I’ve been given.  If I end up being 
battered to death — so what?  Life is going to be given to those who hear the message I 
proclaim — a life of praising and thanking God, the life of being raised with Jesus and being 
presented to God as the perfect and holy people we are in Jesus. 

That’s why I’ll never throw in the towel.  It may look like I won’t survive, but I’m recyclable.  
God is renewing me day after day giving me the strength to continue.  My present troubles are 
only passing and temporary as he guides me on the way to unimaginable eternal glory. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorTwo) 
from:  Paul    5:1-15 
Subject: OUR HEAVENLY BODIES 

Thank you for all the encouragement you’re giving to me.  That support really makes a 
difference when I’m confronted with opposition. 

Here’s another thing that makes me eager to carry on whatever may happen. 
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I’m always aware of the heavenly home God has prepared for me — for us all.  And of the 
heavenly body that’s going to replace my battered coke-can body.  Having to wait for it to 
happen can be a real pain in the neck.  I’m very impatient for the mortal part of me to be 
overwhelmed by the immortal, the eternal.  That’s why God created me in the first place.  That’s 
why he gave me his Spirit, who is both the deposit and the guarantee of the eternal life ahead 
of me.  Yet, here I am, stuck with this mortal body, feeling the separation from my Lord Jesus, 
and living by faith instead of experiencing it all directly.  I’d much rather give up my battered 
coke-can life in order to go home to be with my Lord.  Since it looks as if that isn’t going to 
happen any day soon I struggle on, obeying God and serving him by doing the tasks he’s given 
me. 

To show my appreciation to God for his grace and mercy I really try to live my life as 
cheerfully and whole heartedly as I can.  Again, let me repeat, I don’t do this work of 
proclaiming Jesus to be popular.  I don’t do it for me.  I do it because I must.  God’s love 
compels me.  Jesus died for everyone, and wants everyone to live for him, taking advantage of 
the new life he’s gained for them by his resurrection from the dead.  I don’t think there’s any 
better way of living life than by proclaiming that message of the cross of Jesus. 

  

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorTwo) 
from:  Paul    5:16 - 7:1 
Subject: TURNED BACK TO GOD 

The message of the cross is a really glorious message.  Let me pause to remind you of the wonder 
of it.  Then I can be assured that together we’re all making known the same message to the people 
among whom we’re living. 

When Jesus came to this earth everyone was guilty of regarding him as a mere human.  It 
wasn’t at all surprising that we did that — after all, he was completely human.  But his death and 
resurrection changed all that.  Then it became plain he’s the Son of God as well.  That’s the way 
we believers see him and will always see him. 

In a similar way, when people are united to Jesus by faith they’re recreated, they become new 
persons.  Their turned-away-from-God nature is forgiven.  They’ve been given a new nature from 
God, a Jesus-nature.  They can’t be regarded any longer as just purely human.  They’re also one 
with Jesus.  That’s how we believers need to regard one another.  We’re all new creations — all 
because of our faith union with Jesus. 

My task — as it is for all preachers — is to pass on this message to our world.  To let that 
message transform, recreate, those who hear it.  God let Jesus suffer the consequences of our 
turning away from God, and now that we’re united with Jesus we share his oneness with God.  I 
keep on announcing that message, because we humans keep on turning our backs on God. 

I don’t want you ever to step out of the grace of God that surrounds you.  Right now — and 
always — let that grace, let that powerful message, keep on working in you to turn you back, to 
turn you back, to turn you back, to God. 

I certainly do all I can to remove anything in people’s lives that may make their turning back 
to God any harder than it is.  Just to bring the message to folk like you, I put up with all kinds of 
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troubles, hardships, and distresses; with imprisonment, beatings, and in-ya-face protestors; and 
with hard yakka, sleepless nights, and hunger.  I work at being understanding and patient and 
accepting, at letting the Holy Spirit and his love take me over  I work at being truthful with 
people and letting the power of God work in their lives.  I try to use all the resources God has 
given me.  I don’t let praise or criticism stop me.  I don’t let accusations of being a con artist or a 
good-for-nothing stop me.  I’ve been beaten and left for dead, yet here I am; I’ve been 
heartbroken, yet no one can take away my joy; I’m flat broke, yet I hand out riches you can't get 
anywhere else; I own nothing, yet I possess everything. 

I’m sure other preachers also have their list of hardships — hardships they’re happy to endure 
just to get God’s message of love across.  So always appreciate the work God has to do to get 
you to hear his message.  Listen to his messengers. 

Finally, keep aware of the many things in life that can make it so much easier for you to turn 
away from God.  There’s the company you keep, the friends you make, the advice you listen to.  
There’s the it’s-only-common-sense arguments you hear, and the what-everybody-else-is-doing 
pressures.  Always remember that you belong to God.  He lives in you.  He opens up for you a 
special life that’s not satisfied with things of this world, or satisfied by things of this world. 

  

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorTwo) 
from:  Paul    9:6-15 
Subject: GENEROUS GIVING 

Ah yes, we all have stories about the way the things of this world don’t satisfy the life God gives.  
That’s why giving plays such an important place in our lives. 

In taking about giving let me use the planting of seeds as a comparison.   Now, I don’t blame 
you if you can’t see anything in common between planting and giving.  When you give you 
know your donation is gone; it’s not there anymore, it’s almost as if it wasn’t there in the first 
place.  But when you plant the seed you know it’s still there in the ground.  You even expect it to 
produce some kind of result in the not too distant future. 

That’s exactly the point I want to make.  Giving — any giving your make — is NOT over and 
done with the moment it leaves your hand.  Despite all appearance to the contrary what you 
give is on the way to producing results.  When God makes seeds grow the plants will make up 
for — more than make up for — the seeds that are put in the ground.  He does the same thing 
with your giving.  You know he’s a God who loves to give and he promises to put back into your 
life, in some kind of way, whatever you give away.  That’s one result from your giving. 

He does more.  His giving to you will ensure that you’ll always have more than enough for 
yourself.  You can keep on giving.  Because of his continual giving to you, your giving is going to 
make you richer.  Not necessarily with money.  Your giving is going to open your heart more and 
more to others and their needs.  You’re going to become richer as a caring person. 

Your giving will do more than simply supply the needs of others.  It will make the recipients 
thankful; it will move them to praise God for the unexpected gift they received.  They will 
remember you in their prayers as they thank God for the generosity and love he’s put into your 
heart.  The blessings from your giving keep on growing. 

So giving is not a barren, empty, tedious, task.  It’s exactly like sowing seeds.  There are going 
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to be results — far more results, and for far more people, than you might ever expect or imagine.  
Be willing, generous, cheerful, and grateful in your giving.  It warms God’s heart to come across 
givers like that — givers who appreciate his beyond-our-imagining and consistent giving to 
them.  Keep praising God for his goodness and grace. 

  
email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorTwo) 
from:  Paul    12:1-10 
Subject: A BIT OF BOASTING 

Let me finish this series of messages by skiting about the only thing I think deserves all the 
boasting I can give. 

Most believers, most preachers, most church workers, like to do a bit of boasting about what 
they’ve accomplished — with God’s help of course — in their life of faith.  To keep up with them, 
and with tongue in cheek (have you ever tried writing with tongue in cheek), here’s a bit of fun 
but with a serious intent. 

Let me tell you about a friend of mine.  Okay, it’s not about a friend — it’s about me.  When I 
became a Christian, about 14 years or so ago, I was somehow transported (that’s the best word I 
can think of) into heaven.  Whether this was all just a vision or whether it actually happened I 
don’t really know and I don’t even care.  Anyway while I was there I heard indescribable things, 
things that I’m unable to share, things that I realized I’m not allowed to speak about.  Now an 
experience like that could be something to boast about.  But I choose not to.  I refuse to boast 
about myself — EXCEPT about my weaknesses.  I want people to make up their own minds 
about me based on what they see and hear about me and from me. 

Anyway, because it’s so easy to be too big for one’s boots when you’re granted such an 
awesome vision of heaven, I was given what I call my thorn in the flesh.  It’s like a constant 
torment from the devil.  I asked God, I earnestly pleaded with him, three times, to take it away, to 
remove it.  But he said, No, my grace is always there for you, and your thorn can never affect that 
grace.  Anyway, my power is made even more powerful the more you feel your weaknesses. 

Well, that made me sit up and take notice.  It changed the way in which I think about 
weakness, any weakness I may have.  If it enables the power of Jesus to work in me, and through 
me, and to be seen in me — well, that makes all the difference.  I’ll cheerfully and constantly 
boast about any weaknesses I can think of.  I welcome insults, hardships, persecutions — 
difficulties of every kind — if they cause people to catch a glimpse of Jesus and his strength and 
power.  Or if God uses them to reveal his power.  Isn’t it amazing.  When I’m weak, THEN I’m 
really strong — with God’s power. 

  

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorTwo) 
from:  Paul    13:11-14 
Subject: FINAL GREETINGS 

Again thanks for your involvement in this yarngroup.  I hope you’ve enjoyed it as much as I 
have. 
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Now I’m off.  Set your sights on the perfection Jesus gives — to you and to your fellow 
believers.  Agree among yourselves, live in peace.  Remember, the God of love and peace is 
with you. 

Warm greetings to you all. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus, the love of God, and the togetherness the Holy Spirit gives, be 

with you all.


