
Messages to the CORINTHIANS (1) for AUSSIES 

Introduction 
Paul’s Epistles were written to the Christians who lived in Asia around the middle of the first 

century AD.  To understand this letter today we need to try to place ourselves back there in 
Paul’s day; listen for what it is he’s telling his original readers, and why; and then determine how 
it all applies to us in our changed world, and in our present society. 

It seems to me that many people are dismayed by that process, even convinced that they’re 
unable to do it.  And that’s quite understandable.  It is a difficult task.  But why should they have 
to do it?  It’s only the final step in the process that they — or any of us — need to know. 

So could I help them in some way?  What if I did the work of the first two steps for them?  
Then I could rewrite Paul’s letter as if it were his letter to me, and the world and society in which I 
live. 

That’s what gave birth to Messages to the CORINTHIANS (1) for AUSSIES. 
Please understand that my aim is not to clarify what Paul is saying to those early Christians.  

My aim is to present what I think Paul would have written if he wrote this book to the Australian 
congregation to which I belong at the beginning of the twenty-first century. 

I’m also going to skip over some sections of this book.  Let me list them here together with 
the reasons I reckon Paul would give in explaining these omissions: 

Chapter 4  This deals with conflict between me and the Corinthian congregation back there in the 
middle of the first century AD.  I don’t thing it’s terribly significant for Aussies today.  But if ever they do 
have pastor-congregation problems it may pay them to read this chapter. 

Chapters 8:1 - 11:16  This deals with a hiccup or two in my relationship with the congregation at 
Corinth; with problems the Jewish believers had in trying to avoid contact (even suggestions of contact) 
with idols; and with problems concerning Jewish traditions and worship.  So it’s a purely local issue. 

Chapter 14  This deals specifically with an over-emphasis on speaking in tongues in the congregation 
at Corinth.  Probably not of too much concern for Aussies — but they can read it if the need arises. 

No doubt this rewrite will be full of personal bias, unsubstantiated opinion, wishful thinking, 
and wild imaginative assertions.  But it’s a work in progress.  Maybe if I get to do a ‘revised 
version’ it will be better.  Or worse. 

[If you’re interested in an alternative version of this introduction, you might prefer to read Aussies 
Need All The Help They Can Get — on the short story page of my home pages.] 

Neil Stiller 
Apr 2020 

stillersite.wordpress.com 

http://stillersite.wordpress.com
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Messages to the CORINTHIANS (1) for AUSSIES 

email to: Aussie congregations 
from:  Paul    1:1-9 
Subject: HOW ABOUT A YARN? 

G’day, Aussies.  My name is Paul (the one volunteered by God to be an apostle of Jesus) and 
with me is my mate, Sosthenes. 

We’re writing to you because, like congregations everywhere, you’ve been given a new life by 
Jesus.  A life of dedication and commitment to God, and of showing that you’re fair dinkum 
about that commitment. 

I thank God for giving you all the gift of faith in Jesus.  I also thank him for all the other gifts 
and blessing he’s showered on you.  By the preaching of the gospel he’s wonderfully enriched 
your lives, giving you all kinds of spiritual gifts.  I’m sure he’s made your life of waiting for eternal 
life with Jesus an eager and expectant time.  Because he’s a faithful God he will keep you strong 
and confident in his promises right to the end. 

You are just one of many congregations receiving this email.  I’m keen to set up a yarngroup in 
which I’d like to speak about God’s message of the gospel and what it means to be a member of a 
congregation.  If you’d like to take part in this conversation, please let me know.  And to kick 
things off can you tell me what in your opinion are the things that people around you expect from 
God, whether they believe in him or not? 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    1:18 - 2:16 
Subject: MEETING THE EXPECTATIONS OF THOSE AMONG WHOM WE LIVE 

Thanks for your responses. It seems as if your conclusions about what people expect from God are 
fairly similar to mine.  In that regard it looks like people haven’t changed much over the years. 

Whether people believe in a God or not, what people expect from such a being can be 
summed up, it seems, under two headings: powerful miracles and credible answers to all their 
questions.  As committed believers we’re the ones who are supposed to come up with the 
goods and deliver these proofs of God’s existence and power. 

But we have no powerful miracles — only weakness.  We have no credible answers — only the 
absence of answers to the problems that keep people awake at night.  What God offers us 
humans is the message of the cross, of Jesus dying on the cross.  You can’t get anything weaker 
than that, or anything further away from answer-giving than that. 

Just look at your own lives.  Not many of you have made a name for yourself as a 
knowledgable, strong, influential, or distinguished person.  Yet God chose you.  He has a history 
of choosing fools (no offence meant) to disgrace the knowledgable, and weaklings (again no 
offence) to humiliate the strong.  He chooses commonplace things, laughed about things — 
even things that are not, believe it or not — to show that what our world regards as important 
isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. 
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Even in my preaching all I proclaim is the crucified Jesus — that fly in the ointment of powerful 
miracles and the spanner in the works of credible answers.  I’m happy to admit how weak I am, 
even at times how timid and fearful I feel, because the message of the cross is all I have.  But I 
persist because I’m not proclaiming my words, or my power, or my answers to the questions we 
all have.  It’s the message of the cross, amazingly, that reveals God’s amazing power, and my 
weak proclamation somehow releases that power.  The cross reveals the answer to all the 
problems that face us simply because it tells us what God is like. 

For you and me, for all of us to whom God has given faith, the weak crucified Jesus IS the 
power of God.  And the non-answer given by Jesus on the cross IS the best answer God can 
ever give.  God’s weakness is stronger than worldly strength; his non-answer is a far more 
credible answer than worldly opinions and knowledge. 

No believer has anything to skite about.  You've been given faith only because of what God 
has done for you in Jesus.  Any goodness that shows in your life, any purity, any freedom, is 
there because it’s a gift from Jesus.  It’s there because Jesus is in you.  If you ever feel like 
boasting, what our Lord has done will keep you bragging for ages. 

Of course, many folk regard the cross and its message as nonsense, as bulldust.  They want 
nothing to do with it.  They can’t understand that God might think quite differently from us 
humans (what a limited understanding they have of God).  They can’t understand that his 
thoughts may come across to us as weird, unnatural, mysterious, and mind-blowing.  Because of 
that same lack of understanding the people back then crucified Jesus. 

There’s only one reason why you and I believe and accept God’s message of the cross.  We’ve 
been convinced by God’s Spirit. 

None of us knows what another person really thinks.  Some folk are experts at keeping their 
thoughts to themselves; keeping themselves to themselves.  But if they trust you, they may 
reveal to you their inner spirit (if I can call it that).  Then you really get to know them.  It’s the 
same with God.  Without contact with the Spirit of God it’s impossible to know anything at all 
about him, or to understand him.  Much of what you hear about him will seem to be bulldust. 

But you and I — we’ve been given God’s Spirit.  An undeserved gift. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    1:10-17, 3:1-23 
Subject: CONGREGATIONAL UNITY 

Yeah, you’re right.  The weakness and non-answers of our proclamation may make it very 
difficult to get the message across to unbelievers.  Yet God still uses that message. 

However, there is something that’s very likely to make an impression on unbelievers. 

You and I are witnesses to God, and to what the cross of Jesus means to us.  It’s important 
that people listen to us.  But they won’t take much notice if we don’t agree among ourselves. 

Many congregations have trouble with internal disagreements and arguments that have the 
potential to cause divisions and destroy congregational unity.  You know, members form 
loyalties to different pastors or church workers in the parish, or to a previous pastor.  They prefer 
different styles of worship or different kinds of music in worship.  They take opposing positions 
on synodical issues, or support different aims and goals for their congregation.  Differences of 
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opinion are normal, of course.  It becomes a problem when cliques are formed.  That destroys 
the close unity members have because they’re one in Jesus.  And provides unbelievers with 
plenty of reasons for not listening to us. 

There’s something else that disunity does, too.  In my previous email I stressed that believers 
have been given God’s Spirit.  However, it’s difficult to see that truth, that gift from God, when 
disunity, jealousies, quarrels, or disagreements, take over.  Imagine what unbelievers think of a 
congregation like that.  The Spirit is there, of course, but it’s obvious the members aren’t 
listening.  Or they have a very weak grasp of the Spirit.  It almost seems as if they are unspiritual 
or worldly people controlled by their own self-centred natures.  I see them as infants in the faith, 
still needing soft mushy teaching, rather than the solid-food teaching that gives them strength 
to take risks as they live out their faith and become the Spirit-filled people they really are. 

Disunity often causes a congregation to break into competing splinter groups.  Each group 
holds to a different opinion or teaching (let me call it a ‘truth’ because that’s how it’s often 
regarded).  That ‘truth’ becomes all-important for that group.   It’s certainly far more important 
than the ‘truths’ (the wrong ‘truths’) at the centre of the other cliques. 

Isn’t the congregation a building, a home for God?  Like any building, it needs many different 
materials and maintenance workers with different skills.  They make sure everything fits together 
well to make the building suitable for God to live in, and to achieve his purposes.  The workers 
and teachers and the ‘truths’ within a congregation are not competitors.  They’re all working 
together in different and complementary ways, with different and complementary gifts, and 
even with different and complementary ‘truths’, to shape the congregation into a home for God.  
The architect in control is the unifying Spirit, not the competing and divisive groups and their 
‘truths’. 

If members feel they have to take sides to defend what they regard is a life-and-death issue, 
they should remember that the only life-and-death issue worthy of that honour is Jesus Christ. 

By the way, every one of you can and should regard yourself — and each of your fellow 
members — not just as a recipient of the Holy Spirit, but as the home of God himself.  A home 
that’s sacred.  A home to be treated with utmost respect.  A home subjected to the strictest 
heritage requirements. 

Keep reminding yourself that you’ve been chosen by God.  That may mean you’ll be 
regarded by a lot of folk as being a bit of a drongo — but only because you believe the message 
of the cross. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    5:1-13 
Subject: MEMBERS WHO ARE BREAKING THE LAW 

Your responses indicate that cliques aren’t causing problems in your congregation at the 
moment. That’s great, but I’m still happy I wrote what I did.  However, it seems that one issue that’s 
troubling some of you is what to do when members are accused of breaking the laws of the land. 

What I want to say applies to the breaking of any law of the land, but especially to the ones 
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you mentioned, domestic abuse and sexual abuse, especially of children. 
It’s obvious that here you’re dealing with matters that lie in the area of civic government.  So, 

as you do with speeding fines and income tax cheating, let it be dealt with there.  Of course, 
your congregation may feel tempted to interfere, but that really won’t help.  Even if the 
wrongdoer confesses to the wrongdoing, as he/she should, and is offered forgiveness, that 
doesn’t cancel out the due processes of the law.  Nor does it justify any attempted cover-up of 
the offence.  Your congregation’s chief and most urgent concern is not the ‘restoration’ of the 
wrongdoer.  It's caring for those affected by the crime, sharing in their hurt and pain and 
supporting them. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    6:1-11 
Subject: LAWSUITS WITHIN THE CONGREGATION 

Your responses indicate that dealing with law-breakers is of great concern to you.  No, I’m not 
saying you should ignore the wrongdoing.  I’m indicating that congregations need to reverse what 
seems to be their present practice of giving all their attention to the wrongdoer and ignoring the 
victims. 

Let’s talk about other more trivial issues, nothing as serious as abuse — disputes where court 
action is threatened as a big-stick-waving, or bullying, manoeuvre for getting one’s own way.  
You know, I’m knocked for a six whenever I hear that congregational members are even thinking 
about settling disputes among themselves in this way.  I can’t understand why the way of life 
described by the law of the land is given higher prominence than the way of life that God 
places before us.  Isn’t Jesus the ultimate judge of everyone, so why let your case be decided by 
authorities who have different values?   Why in fact take each other to court at all about these 
trivial issues?  Doesn’t that already indicate that something is wrong?  Isn’t the congregation 
able to sort things out? 

But more to the point, why not put up with being cheated, with being treated unfairly, with 
injustice?  You’ve cheated others, you’ve treated them unfairly and unjustly.  Can’t you expect 
others to treat you in the same way?  Can’t you allow them to be the turning-away-from-God 
people that they are?   That we all are? 

Anyway, all of you have been forgiven by God, washed clean by Jesus, made holy by the 
Spirit — treated by God as if there’s nothing wrong with you at all.  Is it so difficult to treat one 
another in the same way?  Yeah, you’re right it is hard.  Especially because others don’t deserve 
it.  And YOU don’t deserve being treated that way by God either. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul   6:12-20 
Subject: SEXUAL IMMORALITY 

Let me get even more personal.  Particularly because of what I’ve heard about the way sexual 
morality is heading in your country. 
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I understand that fewer and fewer people are wanting to get married, and only a minority of 
those want to have their marriage blessed by God.  And whether couples are married or not, 
just about everyone considers that what goes on in their bedroom is of no concern to anybody 
else. 

Well, that isn’t the standard that God places before us.  Of course we have real problems 
reaching his standards — but it’s good to know the ideal that he has in mind for us.  For us 
marriage is more than an event that happens in God’s presence, and that seeks his blessing.  It 
also makes him a partner in our marriage.  It makes our marriage a threesome.  That’s raised 
some eyebrows, hasn’t it?  So let me explain. 

In baptism each of us has been united with Jesus.  We’ve died with him and have been raised 
from the dead.  Our bodies now belong to him.  My body is the home of the Holy Spirit who’s 
also been given to me.  It’s been bought by God at the cost of his Son’s life.  In marriage my 
body no longer just belongs to me, it’s also belongs to my marriage partner, and to God.  
Sleeping around is unfaithfulness both to my partner and to my God.  But within our marriage 
threesome my body has been set free to join in worship of God.  What a wonderful freedom 
that is. 

By the way, let me make clear one thing about our bodies belonging to God.  It means that 
couples are able to say to each other:  Because my body doesn’t just belong to me, and because 
we’re one in marriage, I’m happy to give my body to you.  But NO ONE is entitled to say:  
Because your body doesn’t just belong to you, and because we’re one in marriage, I take your 
body — it belongs to me. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    7:1-40 
Subject: MARRIAGE 

A yarn about marriage with you Aussies would be totally different from what I wrote to the 
Corinthian believers.  The widespread conversions to the Christian faith made them wonder what to 
do when only one partner became a believer — did that mean the end of their marriage?  And the 
belief that the end of the world was just around the corner made people wonder — should we marry, or 
stay married, when the world’s about to end and everything’s going to be turned upside down?  I 
don’t think those concerns matter much to you Aussies today.  But you are going through a big 
change in the whole concept of marriage, aren’t you? 

I’m sure many of you feel depressed and despondent and even angry at the ‘good for 
nothing' government because of its abandonment of your traditional view of marriage, now that 
same sex marriage has been adopted.  But if you value your democratic way of life you’ll realize 
that the majority view rules.  And that may mean that as a church you’ve become, or will 
become, a minority group in society.  It may mean there’s little you can do to stop the 
undermining of the Christian values and traditions in your country.  Can I say: welcome to the 
conditions under which Christians already live in many other countries in your world. 

In your congregation there will probably be those who strongly disagree with the majority 
opinion.  At the other extreme will be those who strongly disagree.  There’ll also be lots of 
positions between those two extremes.  How do you relate to fellow believers who have views 
on marriage and sexual morality that are so different from yours?  You relate to them in love.  
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love.  You accept them as a person — even a fellow believer — who’s loved by God.  You calmly 
witness to your beliefs not just by what you say but by how you live your life — by how you treat 
them, how you debate and argue with them, how you allow God to speak to them, how you 
acknowledge the role tradition (and the beliefs of others) has played in your own beliefs, and by 
your acknowledgement of the role of forgiveness in daily living.  Do I need to go on?  I don’t 
need to speak to you as if the Holy Spirit doesn’t have his home within you, do I? 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    11:17-33 
Subject: CONGREGATIONAL UNITY AND THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Let me say some more about unity within a congregation. 

I think it’s important for every congregation to be aware of the importance that partaking of 
the Lord’s Supper has on the unity that exists among its members.  You’re probably well 
acquainted with the benefits of this sacramental meal for you personally.  But perhaps many of 
you are overlooking what this meal does for you as a congregation. 

The Lord’s Supper is a community meal, one in which we all partake together.  There are two 
implications that flow from that. 

Firstly, this communal approach witnesses to and even promotes the equality that each one 
of us shares as a child of God.  In daily living you may be constantly aware of all the pecking 
orders that apply because of your job, your financial situation, your ethnicity, your abilities, your 
gender, your age, and so on.  But none of that applies as you partake of the body and blood of 
Jesus.  It’s a meal celebrating the mutual respect, unity, oneness, and togetherness that we all 
have with each other because we’re the children of God. 

The second thing that happens in this community celebration of the Lord’s Supper is the 
common confession of our guilt and sin.  Again that says that there’s no difference between us; 
we are equally disobedient to our God.  The words we all hear, given for you, shed for you, 
mean that we’re also a forgiven community, and an equally holy community, an equally perfectly 
holy community, united by the love and mercy of our Saviour, Jesus. 

There is a no greater assurance, and celebration, of our equality and unity as a congregation 
than the Lord’s Supper. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    12:1-31 
Subject: CONGREGATIONAL UNITY AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

I’m surprised that so many of your responses assured me that you needed my reminder of what 
the Lord’s Supper does for congregational unity.  Maybe the same will be true as I speak now about 
spiritual gifts. 

Perhaps the first thing I need to do in mentioning your spiritual gifts is to assure you that you 
have the Spirit, who gives these gifts.  The test is a simple one:  If you’re able to say, I believe 
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that Jesus is my God and Lord, that indicates you have the Holy Spirit.  You can only get that faith 
from the Spirit. 

Now, what gifts does he distribute?  Well, there are a whole lot of them.  And each one 
enables people to serve in a whole lot of different ways.  Every gift is given so that everyone 
benefits.  Different gifts are given to different people, and the Spirit decides who gets what.  Of 
course, no one has all the gifts.  But as people work together all the different gifts come into 
play, enabling the Holy Spirit’s plans to be carried out. 

Let me list some of the more common kind of gifts you're likely to see in your congregation 
(other gifts have been given in the past, and it’s likely that still others may be required in the 
future): 

• Down to earth, and yet awesome, advice. 
• A deep and sharp understanding about what’s going on. 
• An overwhelming trust in God. 
• The ability to heal. 
• The ability to proclaim a message from God into a particular situation. 
• Insight into the realm of spirits. 
Remember, it’s the Spirit who decides which of these gifts is given to which individual. 
Notice how all these gifts unify a congregation.  Our human body is made up of all kinds of 

different parts, each with a different function.  An eye, for example, can’t do what the foot does 
or what the lungs do.  And just as well.  Every part is needed.  If even one part were to say, Hey, 
I’m not needed here; no one would notice if I disappeared; I don’t do much for the body anyway, 
then the whole body would suffer.  This applies to the small and hidden and more modest parts 
just as it does to the obvious, more vital, and prettied-up parts of the body.  In fact those hidden 
and unobserved organs are as indispensable as every other organ.  If only one part is missing, 
or injured, or doesn’t function properly, the whole body is affected. 

But when each and every part does its own thing, cooperating with all the other parts, we 
have a healthy, active, and fully functioning body. 

You and I, the whole congregation, is the body of Jesus.  Each one of us has been baptised 
into Jesus, and the Spirit has been poured out on all of us.  Each one of us is a necessary and 
vital part of his body.  As each and every one of us uses the gift the Holy Spirit has given to us, 
and as we cooperate with all the other members with their own individual gifts, the 
congregation becomes a fully functioning body.  Every one of us is needed; whatever gift we 
have, it’s needed. 

That’s why God has told us to appoint, in the first place, pastors and teachers.  Then people 
like healers, helpers, and administrators.  Those appointments acknowledge, and give a human 
stamp of approval to those who have been given one or another of the Spirit’s gifts. 

Each of you will have your own gift.  So it isn’t a good idea to seek or pray for the gifts that 
those who may be regarded as the more important workers in the congregation have.  You’re 
just as important, and just as needed, with the gift you have.  Or do you think the Holy Spirit isn’t 
a very good distributor of gifts? 

Next time, let me tell you about the most important thing — by far — to aim and pray for in 
your life as a gifted believer. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
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from:  Paul    13:1-13 
Subject: SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND LOVE 

Yes, I realize that it’s often difficult to know what gift you have.  I don’t know your congregation 
well enough, but maybe you need to think more about gifts, and give them a more important place, 
even the decisive place, in the way its organised. 

It seems that my comment at the end of my last email has many of you looking forward to what 
I’m going to write about this time.  So let’s get straight into it. 

What is of the utmost importance as I live my life as a gifted believer in God? 
You see, it’s possible for me to use my gift of proclaiming messages from God to reveal 

mysteries galore and to explain the most puzzling problems, or to demonstrate a faith that 
could move mountains, and yet for me there’d be no benefit at all.  It’s possible for me to give 
everything I own to the poor, and give my life in order to rescue people from terrorists, and still 
that would achieve nothing for me. 

And that happens whenever I resent having to serve and help others; whenever I regard it as 
an interruption to what I want to do; whenever I feel sick and tired of having people knocking at 
my door seeking for my help; whenever I’m frustrated that I can’t get back to what I was doing; 
whenever — oh, I’m sure you get the idea. 

Using spiritual gifts isn’t just intended to benefit those who receive my help, but to benefit me 
as the giver of help, as well.  And that can only happen when I use my gifts willingly and in a 
loving way, a way that reflects God’s unstinting and constant and self-giving love to every 
person.  Love is of utmost importance in my life as a gifted believer. 

Love is always patient and kind; it’s not jealous about other’s good fortune; it doesn’t skite or 
blow one’s own trumpet.  Love isn’t disrespectful; it isn’t tied up in itself; it doesn’t come with a 
short fuse; it doesn’t keep a record of insults in the past.  Love doesn’t crow about other 
people’s foul-ups; it delights when the truth emerges.  Love is always accepting, always trusting, 
always positive, always there. 

Love will never come to an end.  Your spiritual gifts — yes all of them — will come to an end.  
They won’t be needed any more because eternal life will be there in all its fullness and 
completeness.  Now we only see bits and pieces, we only know part of the story.  Then we will 
see the lot, and know the lot — just as God knows everything about us. 

Until then faith, hope, and love are really important.  But the most important is love. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    15:1-28 
Subject: THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 

I want to finish this series of emails by dealing with the resurrection.  I’m sure you have similar 
questions to the ones the Corinthian congregation raised.  It’s such a fundamental belief that I want 
to share with you the answers I gave them. 

Let me remind you of the Gospel message about Jesus.  You heard it, of course, as it was 
preached to you.  You received it with open hearts and it has become the centre of your life.  
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Once this message takes control of you, you know you’ve been rescued by Jesus.  The message 
proclaims what Jesus has done for you.  He died for you to release you from the hold that your 
turning away from God has on you.  He was buried.  On the third day he was raised from the 
dead.  All this happened according to the promises God gave repeatedly at various times 
through history. 

We know Jesus rose from the dead because he appeared to lots of people.  Finally, several 
years later, he also appeared to me.  This was really an abnormal appearance because it was so 
late, and because I was busy trying to wipe out believers.  So I consider myself to be the least of 
the apostles.  But it was by God’s grace that I was chosen, and that I have achieved so much — or 
rather, that God has achieved so much through me.  It’s all been due to his grace.  It’s his grace 
that you are hearing the Gospel message of the resurrection of Jesus centuries later and 
believing it. 

The resurrection of Jesus guarantees more resurrections.  It transforms death, making it little 
more than a falling asleep. 

Death came into our world because of one man, Adam; resurrection comes through one 
man, Jesus.  All people die because of Adam; all people are raised because of Jesus.  This 
resurrection happens over a long period of time.  Jesus was the first one.  Then when he comes 
again, all those who belong to him will be resurrected.  Then when this world ends Jesus will 
clobber every power that’s opposed to God, and end up putting death to death.  And God will 
finally show himself to be God in all his glory. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    15:35-58 
Subject: THE RESURRECTED BODY 

I knew it.  Mention of the resurrection invariably brings questions about what the resurrected 
body will be like.  So here we go. 

When people think about what their resurrected body will be like, they’re often heading off in 
the wrong direction.  They’re thinking their present body will be resurrected in a some kind of 
similar form.  But the resurrection body is a completely new body, with no resemblance at all to 
their present body.  Let me put it this way. 

Think seeds.  They’re buried, and rot away.  But from them comes something entirely new.  
No one would ever imagine any connection at all between the ‘body’ of the seed and the ‘body’ 
of the plant.  How is it possible to compare them? 

Your body will be buried, it will cease to exist.  But YOU will be raised with an immortal, 
timeless body.  A magnificent, glorious body.  A dynamic, high-octane body.  A spiritual body.  
Adam was a living being, a man from the dust, and that’s the kind of person we are now.  Jesus 
is a life-giving spirit, a man from heaven, and that’s the kind of person we will become.  A 
perishable body, you see, has no place in God’s kingdom. 

Here’s a wonderful mystery for you.  If you happen to be alive when Jesus comes again you 
will miss out on falling asleep in death.  Instead you’ll be changed — in a flash.  At the same 
moment the dead will be raised — and also changed.  All of us changed — the impermanent 
clothed with timelessness, the mortal clothed with immortality.  God’s promises happening.  
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Death no longer victorious.  THE victor will be Jesus Christ our Lord.  All thanks to our God. 
So, stand firm on God’s promises.  Don’t let doubts get the better of you.  Always busy 

yourself with serving God, with living for him.  Nothing you do for him is ever a waste of time. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (CorOne) 
from:  Paul    16:1-23 
Subject: FINAL BLESSING 

Thank you for your participation in this yarngroup.  Keep up your contact with your fellow 
congregations, and maintain your unity in Jesus. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 
My love to you all. 


