
Messages to the ROMANS for AUSSIES 

Introduction 
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans is written to the Christians who lived in Rome around the middle 

of the first century AD.  To understand this letter today we need to try to place ourselves back 
there in Paul’s day; listen for what it is he’s telling his original readers, and why; and then 
determine how it all applies to us in our changed world, and in our present society. 

It seems to me that many people are dismayed by that process, even convinced that they’re 
unable to do it.  And that’s quite understandable.  It is a difficult task.  But why should they have 
to do it?  It’s only the final step in the process that they — or any of us — need to know. 

So could I help them in some way?  What if I did the work of the first two steps for them?  
Then I could rewrite Paul’s letter as if it were his letter to me, and the world and society in which I 
live. 

That’s what gave birth to Messages to the ROMANS for AUSSIES. 
Please understand that my aim is not to clarify what Paul is saying to the Romans.  My aim is to 

present what I think Paul would have written if he wrote this book to the Australian congregation 
to which I belong at the beginning of the twenty-first century. 

Let me give just one example of what I’m going to do.  Paul refers to Jews and Gentiles (or 
Greeks) throughout this letter and compares their different situations.  For us today those terms 
have little significance.   These groups of people needed to be ‘updated’ to understand better 
what he’s saying.  For Paul the Jews were the people whose beliefs and traditions provided the 
background for the beliefs and traditions of the newly formed church.  The Gentile Christians 
were those who were adopting beliefs and traditions which were new to them.  So when Paul in 
his letter speaks of Jews I’ve taken them to be the people who have been members of the 
church for most of their lives.  And the Gentiles I’ve reinterpreted as those who have only 
recently joined the church. 

I’m also going to skip over some sections of this book.  Let me list them here together with 
the reasons I reckon Paul would give in explaining these omissions: 

Chapter 4  This is just an example from Jewish history to underline what I’ve just written.  Knowing 
Jewish history may be important for Aussie history buffs, but it isn’t necessary for knowing the gospel. 

Chapters 9-11  This deals with an issue current during the mid first century AD about God’s choice of 
the Jews.  I’m sure this isn’t a burning issue for Aussies — nor should it be. 

No doubt this rewrite will be full of personal bias, unsubstantiated opinion, wishful thinking, 
and wild imaginative assertions.  But it’s a work in progress.  Maybe if I get to do a ‘revised 
version’ it will be better.  Or worse. 

[If you’re interested in an alternative version of this introduction, you might prefer to read Aussies 
Need All The Help They Can Get — on the short story page of my home pages.] 

Neil Stiller 
Mar 2020 

stillersite.wordpress.com 
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Messages to the ROMANS for AUSSIES 

email to: Aussie congregations 
from:  Paul    1:1-6 
Subject: HOW ABOUT A YARN? 

G’day, Aussies.  My name is Paul.  For starters let me make it clear that I’m not a representative 
of any business or government agency or charity.  I’m not going to ask you for anything.  I’m not 
seeking information about you that could be collected and used by other people to rip you off. 

I am, however, a representative of Jesus Christ.  And that’s the reason I’m writing to your 
congregation.  

I need to make the following disclosures.  I have up-to-date Police Clearance, part of which 
states that my past imprisonments don’t ban me from writing to you.  I have completed all the 
necessary Professional Standards requirements. 

I also have a Certificate of Apostleship, signed (in blood, by the way) by Jesus Christ.  He 
himself chose me, dobbing me in to proclaim God’s wonderful message of grace called the 
gospel. 

This gospel — and I love talking about it — originated from God.  He announced its coming 
ages ago; he had prophets speak about it; and it finally happened in Jesus.  Jesus was an 
ordinary bloke like everyone else, but he was set apart even before his birth by the Holy Spirit.  
The Spirit let everyone know that Jesus was the powerful Son of God — which his resurrection 
from the dead proved.  So Jesus Christ has become my Lord and God.  And your Lord and God. 

That gospel message shared by us all is what I want to yarn about. 

You are just one of many congregations receiving this email.  If you would like to take part in 
this conversation, please let me know.  That will make you a valued member of my yarngroup. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    1:7-17 
Subject: MY GIFT OF APOSTLESHIP 

Thank you for signing up to participate in this yarngroup.  Thanks, too, for the comments and 
questions you had for me.  Many of you asked about my Apostleship.  So let me chat about that 
today. 

I mentioned that I received the gift of apostleship from Jesus.  I carry it out by announcing 
and explaining God’s gospel message about Jesus.  Especially to those who haven’t heard 
about it yet.  I encourage everyone to believe the gospel promises and to obey the God who 
made those promises. 

One way I want to do that is through this yarngroup.  I really enjoy yarning with people who 
have been called to belong to Jesus, who know they are loved by God, and who have received 
the title saints. 

You know, whenever I hear of the faith of people like those who make up your congregation 
— which I often do — I thank God for the whole lot of you, and wish I could be with you.  Maybe 
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you can regard this yarngroup as me reaching out and actually paying you a visit.  And in that 
way perhaps I can even pass on to you a spiritual gift or two, and strengthen your faith and 
obedience to God. 

I want you to know, too, that I feel I have no choice but to make the gospel known (or better 
known) both to those who have known the gospel most of their lives, and to those who have 
come to know about Jesus only later in life.  In fact, no matter what background people may 
have — their education or race or abilities or whatever — I want everyone to be well informed 
about the incredible gospel promises God has made to them.  Because this gospel is not just 
something about God; it’s actually the power of God that creates faith and gives life to those 
who hear it. 

The greatest gospel promise I announce is that you and I are regarded and treated by God as 
being something that we’re not.  I’m sure there are people who regard and treat you in a similar 
way.  They may regard you as being totally untrustworthy, or unreliable, or immature, or stuck-
up, or just plain stupid — and that’s the way they treat you. 

Only with God it works the other way around.  Despite the fact that deep down you're difficult 
to get on with, not totally honest or trustworthy, and deserve a stern talking to, God regards you 
as being totally loveable and trustworthy and deserving of his care and worth spending time 
with.  And that’s how he treats you.  

In fact, God knows what we’re really like far better than we do ourselves.  And he doesn’t 
mind us knowing that either.  And yet that’s not the way he treats us.  I think that’s amazing — 
beyond amazing. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    1:18-32 
Subject: WHAT WE’RE REALLY LIKE AS HUMAN BEINGS 

Thanks for your encouraging words regarding the task Jesus has given me.  My comment about 
God treating us as being something that we aren’t certainly produced a flood of comments.  So let 
me expand on that, starting with what he thinks about the human race. 

God is the creator — of us and our world.  Now, because his mind-boggling creation is there 
for all of us to see and to examine, God expects every person to develop an awareness of him 
as the creator.  But so many of us humans don’t see any evidence of a creator.  God reckons it’s 
as clear as the nose on our face, so he accepts no excuse for our failure to see it. 

And if we do see it?  Well, invariably we somehow fail to give any credit to God.  Instead we 
give the credit for the existence of the universe to the universe itself.  To mother nature or some 
other scientific force in the created world.  Maybe even to ourselves, since we see ourselves as 
the peak of what has developed in our universe.  What idiots we are. 

And God agrees that we are as thick as two short planks.  And he sees no way forward except 
to let us wallow in our foolishness.  He hopes that maybe when we eventually come to the end 
of our tether we’ll finally see him as the creator. 

It’s like the whole climate change debate that our world is having.  We’re being affected more 
and more by extreme weather conditions.  Scientists are warning us about the perils ahead.  
‘Doomsday prophets’ are expressing the frustration many of us may be feeling because we’re 
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not seeing anything being done to repair the damage we’ve done to our world.  Others are 
claiming there’s no real problem anyway.  And so, until we get involved in some helpful 
communication and move to some kind of consensus, we — and the universe in which we live — 
suffer the consequences of our fruitless arguing. 

By not acknowledging the creator, we suffer, and will continue to suffer, the consequences of 
leaving God out of our lives.  Each of us will continue to put ourselves, our own individual 
interests, concerns and well-being at the centre of our lives.  Each of us will continue to hurt one 
another.  Each of us will add to the ever growing strife in our world.  We humans will even 
continue inventing new and better ways of satisfying our own interests and of hurting each 
other.  Not even the threat of punishment by the courts, or by God, seems to deter us, or keep 
us in check. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    2:1-16 
Subject: MORE ON WHAT WE’RE REALLY LIKE 

I received much approval for what I said last time.  It seems some of you don’t have a great opinion 
of people who want nothing to do with God.  So I have a bit more to say about how God sees us. 

So, what about those of us who have some respect for God, some conscience?  We who 
acknowledge God as the creator? 

Well, we’re quite vocal in condemning the immoral actions of others, aren’t we?  And in 
passing judgment on them — even though we’re doing similar things (or even exactly the same 
things) that we condemn in others.   Are we thinking that by pointing out the evil in others we’ll 
escape God’s judgment?  In reality we’re taking advantage of God’s abounding kindness and 
patience — which is meant to bring us to repentance.  We’re using it only to justify ourselves and 
to condemn others. 

More than that, by our stubbornness and our lack of repentance we’re building up evidence 
against ourselves — making it even clearer to God what we’re really like.  Be assured that God’s 
judgment of every person is just and fair.  No one gets special treatment from him.  He even 
knows what to do on Judgment Day when confronted by people who for their whole lives have 
been unaware of him and his laws.  Nor can we get off by trying to tie him up in legal 
complexities. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    2:17 - 3:4 
Subject: WHAT WE’RE REALLY LIKE AS THE CHURCH 

I’m sorry, but some of you may not like what I’m about to say one bit.  You may even feel 
tempted to pull out of this yarngroup.  But PLEASE can I ask you to bear with me; to consider 
prayerfully what I’m saying; and to wait for my next email.  You see, you really need to consider 
the point I’m making here before you’re ready for the next part of God’s message to us.  

Let me speak today to those of you who have been in the church for most of your life.  No 
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doubt you regard yourself as a person who offers pretty good guidance to the confused, 
inspired advice to the ignorant, great counselling for the foolish, the best instruction to the 
young.  No doubt you’re good at bragging about your relationship with God, and about your 
knowledge of him and his teaching.  And all of that is because of what God has done for you, 
and what you know of him. 

Well, teacher of others — are you teaching yourself?  Despite loudly proclaiming, don’t steal, 
don’t commit adultery, don’t spread rumours, are you yourself stealing, and sleeping around, 
and spreading all kinds of stories about others?  You who brag about your close relationship 
with God — are you bringing him dishonour by your actions?  Haven’t you heard people say, if 
that’s how Christians act I want nothing to do with them, OR with their God? 

I know you rely on the fact of your baptism.  And rightly so, because we all know that baptism 
is a really valuable gift from God.  But if you ignore the promises God makes to you in baptism 
surely it’s been waste of time.  If you fail to keep the promises you make to God in baptism, it’s 
as if you haven’t been baptised.  And if a person hasn’t been baptised, and yet accepts God’s 
promises and lives the life of a baptised person, isn’t it possible that that person will be 
regarded by God as being baptised?  The point I’m making is that the outward act of baptism 
doesn’t in itself make a person a Christian.  Baptism is really a personal and internal action 
affecting one’s whole life.  And that’s brought about by the Spirit not by drops of water. 

Now don’t assume I’m suggesting that if everything depends on one’s personal relationship 
with God, there’s no advantage in being a long-term member of the church, or even in being 
baptised.  On the contrary, there are many advantages.  Above all, as part of God’s church, you 
have been given the responsibility of making known the Word of God, the promises of God, the 
gospel.  And what an important responsibility that is.  And even if the church, even if you, are 
unfaithful in carrying out that responsibility, and you give God a bad name, it doesn’t mean that 
God is unfaithful.  God isn’t like us humans, he always remains true to his word. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    3:5-20 
Subject: SOME CLARIFICATION 

Thank you for your responses — your questions and objections and explaining what you found 
confusing.  Let me offer some clarification. 

No, I’m not downplaying a life of faithfulness to God.  Some of you thought (and I went 
through the same thought processes myself at one stage) that one response to what I was 
saying would be: well, if my failures and faithlessness results in highlighting God’s faithfulness, 
then why should he punish me for my failures?  Aren’t I doing him a favour?  But that’s like 
saying ‘let’s do all the evil we can to give God the chance to do good.’  I don’t need to point out 
how wrong that is, do I? 

Some of you thought I was saying that long-term church membership places a person in a 
better position than a new believer.  Others that I was saying the opposite.  No, every member 
of a congregation — each and every one — is a person who turns away from God.  All members 
equally turn their backs on God. 

You who know Scripture know that it's full of assertions like this:  No one is righteous, not 
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even one.  All have turned away from God.  Together they have become worthless; no one does 
good, not even one. 

SO, to summarise what I’ve been saying so far.  God’s message to the whole human race is 
that we are accountable to him.  But we fail him.  We can do nothing but fail.  None of us can 
obey him, or live up to his standards, or keep his laws.  We're unable to get a tick of approval 
from him.  And it’s God’s laws and standards that, above all, reveal that we’ve turned our back 
on God — and we can do nothing to fix it. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    3:21-31 
Subject: HOW GOD REGARDS AND TREATS US 

Let me jump straight into what I want to say.  This part of God’s gospel message always excites 
me.  I have probably typed this at top speed, so it will probably be necessary for you to read it slowly. 

In the face of all our turning away from God, and our failure, even the impossibility, to do 
anything about it, God has made it known that he’s not going to give up on us.  He’s not going 
to treat you as he should.  Even better, he’s going to regard you and treat you as if he and you 
are close friends.  Whatever it is you can’t do to get God’s tick of approval, he’s going to assume 
that you’ve done it.  Whatever it is you can’t be to get his tick of approval, he’s  going to treat 
you as if you already are a person like that.  And it’s Jesus who has made this possible.  He did 
what you need to do; he is what you need to be.  He shares his life of oneness with God with 
you, he gives you God’s eternal life.  He died for you the death that suffers the consequences of 
you being who you are.  He died for you the death that brings you the forgiveness to set you on 
the path of moving forward to becoming the kind of person you are because of how God 
regards and treats you. 

These are his promises to you.  And of course, as you take him at his word, accepting his 
promises, you know you’re going to be treated by God (and maybe even by your fellow 
believers) as someone whom you are not, but whom you are going to be sometime in the 
future.  Those promises change your relationship with God. 

But none of this has been done by you; it’s all been done to you by God.  So when you find 
yourself skiting about what God has done for you, or patting yourself on the back for being a 
believer, you will realize, I hope, that you still have a long way to go. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    5:1-21 
Subject: BEING TREATED BY GOD AS HIS MATES 

One reply to my last email suggested that God’s gospel promises felt to him as if God is treating 
him, and all of us humans, as his mates.  And, yes, that’s spot on — (at least, until it gets even 
better).  So I’m going to borrow that terminology for the time being.  Thanks mate. 
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What Jesus has done for us means that God is treating as if he and all of us are the best of 
mates.  Now there’s not much that’s better than that.  It means that Jesus and our faith in him has 
put us on personal terms with God.  Including an on-going real friendship with him, a friendship 
that will always be there, not even brought to an end by our death.  In fact after death it’s going 
to be even better, if it’s possible to imagine what that’s going to mean. 

Even the suffering in our life is not going to affect this friendship, this mateship.  In fact, 
suffering is something for which we can be thankful, and even look forward to.  Why?  Because 
God is going to use it to give us more guts, and boldness, and confidence in the promises he 
gives us.  And his gift to us of the Holy Spirit (more about that later) will keep us acting in love 
(the love God gives us) even when we’re faced by suffering or going through suffering. 

What an extraordinary love God has for us.  We can do nothing but leave God out of our 
lives, and STILL Jesus died for us.  And if he died for us there’s no chance that we’ll be anything 
less than good mates with God.  Even more, since there’s no reason for God to treat us as his 
mates, and yet he did it, how can anyone EVER think that this mateship might come to an end?  
Knowing Jesus, who brings all of this about, how can life get any better? 

I’m fascinated by chains of events.  You know, you catch your usual train to work (work that 
doesn’t challenge you much any more).  A minor crash at a level crossing holds up your train 
and you arrive late.  As you’re hurrying along the footpath to your place of work you’re held up 
even more because you bump into a friend you haven’t seen for years.  As you talk he realizes 
that you’re just the person to fill a position that’s vacant in his real estate business.  And you end 
up with a new job — all because of a prang that had nothing at all to do with you. 

Let me compare two of history’s major chains of events. 
The first has devastating effects for us all.  Because just one person (Adam) turned a deaf ear 

to God’s instructions the whole human race followed his example and now faces God's 
judgment. 

The second is the best news there is.  Because just one person (Jesus) turned to God in 
complete obedience, the whole human race can now be turned back to God and can look 
forward to eternal life.  That’s what faith in Jesus does for us. 

In fact, the more we come to realize how stubbornly, and how far, we’ve turned away from 
God, the more God’s grace means to us.  The more we see what we’re really like, the more we 
will shake our heads in wonder as we realize just how wonderfully merciful and big-hearted he 
is to regard and treat us the way he does. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    6:1-23 
Subject: A BIT MORE ABOUT BEING MATES WITH GOD 

I like the way Sid (who been an active participant in our yarngroup) thinks - I often think the 
same way.  But I’m not sure I like the results of his thinking.  He’s suggesting that since we’re 
mates with God our constant turning away from him shouldn’t matter too much. 

Okay, so how worried should I be about my turning away from God?  After all, the more I turn 
away the more I can enjoy and bask in his grace and mercy.  Right?  Bloomin’ heck!  Is that the 
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way to treat your best mate? 
For starters, you’ve been baptised — baptised into Jesus, into his death and resurrection.  

Being joined to him in this way means two things. 
His dying-power is in you.  Your life of turning away from God is dead and buried.  And you 

now have in you the power to do battle against the person you are by nature and to keep it 
dead.  Now you can treat yourself, as no longer being the turning away from God person you 
are, and it will begin to lose control over you. 

The resurrection-power of Jesus is in you as well.  The person God wants you to be has come 
to life in you.  Now you have the strength for a constant fight to become the person God wants 
you to be, and to keep that person alive and well.  God’s new life of being controlled only by 
him is beginning to show as you live your life lived totally within his love and mercy and 
acceptance of you. 

But if you continue turning your back on God, the more that becomes a habit.  No, it’s worse 
than that, it makes you a slave.  A slave to turning away from God, a slave to yourself, a slave to 
God’s punishment, a slave to death.  If you’re desperate for slavery, be a slave of God, a slave to 
seeing yourself only as your gracious God sees you.  That slavery leads, in fact, to freedom — the 
freedom of living life God’s way — and to eternal life. 

So either you’re paid what you deserve for living a self-centred life, and that payment is 
death.  Or you hold on to the gift God gives you, that you’ll never deserve — the gift of Jesus, a 
gift accompanied by the blessing of eternal life. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    7:1-25 
Subject: A FINAL BIT ABOUT BEING MATES WITH GOD 

While we’re thinking about what it means to be mates with God let me deal with another 
comment.  An email from Jenny says that God’s standards are very high and seriously 
demanding.  So why doesn’t he lower them somewhat, or even get rid of them altogether?  After all, 
we’re his mates, aren’t we? 

So why doesn’t God take the path of releasing believers from his laws and standards?   Come 
on, we’re his mates.  Aren’t mates more accepting of lower standards among themselves? 

Certainly not — not real mates.  Mates are honest with each other, they tell it like it is.  They 
pull you up when you overstep the mark.  And they take it when they’re told the truth about 
themselves.  Mates have high expectations of each other. 

That’s why we need God’s laws and standards.  Without them we’d think that stealing and 
coveting and greed was okay, especially if we’re not found out.  Worse still, we’d think that God 
isn’t interested in what we do.  The good thing about his laws and standards is that they tell us 
what we’re really like.  They remind us of the trouble we’re in because of our constant turning 
away from God.  They keep us in check. 

And this turning away from God is such a powerful influence.  I’m constantly struggling with it 
in my life.  I want to live up to God’s standards.  Again and again I decide I’m going to obey him.  
But it rarely happens.  Because I do what I DON’T want to do.  I can’t control myself.  I can’t do 
what I want to do.  Why?  Because my tendency towards turning away from God is stronger than 



Page 9

I am.  No matter how much I delight in God, no matter how determined I am to follow his 
standards and law, there’s something else inside me that’s even stronger.  What a lousy no-good 
rotter I am.  How can I be free of all this?  The only way I know, with infinite thanks to God, is 
through Jesus Christ my Lord, who doesn’t treat me as the lousy no-good rotter I am. 

But while he gives me the freedom and victory over this constant LOSING, that doesn’t put an 
end to the constant struggle.  I myself will always want to be dedicated totally to God.  But at the 
same time my turning away from God will always want me to be totally dedicated to myself. 

The rescue Jesus gives me makes a big difference — because it means that now God's 
condemnation of me for losing this struggle is gone.  Jesus is there with his forgiveness. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    8:1-17 
Subject: BETTER THAN MATES — WE’RE GOD’S CHILDREN 

It’s time to speak about another undeserved gift from God — the gift of his Holy Spirit. 

As you and I struggle against our turning away from God an extra source of power is made 
available to us.  God gives us his Holy Spirit.  This Spirit constantly brings our attention back to 
how God regards and treats us.  He reminds us of the kind of life God wants to produce in our 
life.  He keeps us aware of ways in which we can obey him. 

More than that, the Spirit also gets us active.  He will make you ask yourself:  How could I help 
that person?  What could I do to show the love of Jesus to her?  What resources do I have that 
could meet his needs?  Or the Spirit will get you active in love without you realizing it.  Without 
you being aware of it, he’ll get you obeying God’s laws.  He’ll put into operation within you the 
resurrection-power of Jesus, the new life of turning to God, the gift of living within God’s love 
and mercy and acceptance.  And you’ll realize that God is setting you on the road to life, not to 
death. 

With the Holy Spirit your life with God becomes so much more than mateship.  The mateship 
is still there, but it all becomes so much deeper and more personal.  You know you’re his child.  
He treats you as an equal with Jesus, his Son.  Through the Spirit and your faith, you’re united 
with Jesus, your brother.  You’ll hear God say to you, Look, call me Dad.  You may have been 
blessed with a great dad during your life; well, I’m going to be an even better one.  You may have 
been lumbered with a really lousy earthly dad; well, I’m going to make up for that.  You’re my 
child, I’m your Dad.  And there’s even a significant inheritance awaiting you — it’s been won for 
you by Jesus in his death and resurrection. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    8:18-39 
Subject: THE INHERITANCE 

I’m overwhelmed by your reactions to being able to call God your dad.  Enjoy it.  Wallow in it. 

It also looks like many of you have questions about the Holy Spirit.  So let me use the next few 
messages to yarn about that.  But be patient; I can’t answer all your questions at once. 
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About the inheritance you have, the inheritance Jesus won for you.  Remember one 
important thing.  To obtain it for you, Jesus endured a life of much trouble and suffering.  And 
you can’t avoid that either.  Sharing in this glorious inheritance means sharing in his suffering as 
well.  YET I reckon that the troubles and suffering we have to go through simply fade away into 
nothing in comparison with the greatness, the glory, of the inheritance we’re going to be given. 

There’s also trouble and suffering in the world around us.  God’s creation has been caught up 
in it too.  Things happen that God isn’t happy with.  But even the creation’s pain will also be 
forgotten as it shares in the glorious renewal and freedom that God has in mind.  I imagine all 
the trouble and suffering in the whole universe as being the pains of childbirth prior to the great 
rebirth of our bodies as God’s children and the renewal of God’s creation. 

That hope of new life helps us to wait patiently and expectantly for what God is going to do.  
And the Holy Spirit is always there with us during that time of waiting.  When we go through the 
pain of not knowing what we should ask God for, or even of not knowing how to pray, the Spirit 
interprets our moaning and groaning.  In that way our unexpressed prayers are completely 
known to our heavenly dad. 

No matter what happens to us, God makes it all work together for our benefit.  From his 
knowledge of us even before we were born, to his working behind the scenes during our life 
time, to his Son’s death and resurrection for us, to his choice of us and his gift to us of faith in 
Jesus, to his making us part of his community of believers, and right on to the life of glory he’s 
prepared for us — through all of this he only wants the best for us. 

If this God, the God who desires only our well-being, is for us, what else matters? 
Good grief!  He gave up his Son for us — think of all the blessings that accompany that gift.  

He has chosen us and made us his children, what can other people do or say to harm us?   Jesus 
died for us, was raised to life for us, and now puts a good word in for us with his father and our 
father.  Who — or what — is ever able to separate us from God’s love for us?  Whatever faces us, 
we can conquer — no, we’re more than conquerors, simply because God loves us.  I’m 
convinced that nothing, death nor life, bad news nor good news, nothing in the present or in 
the future, nothing in the whole universe, can separate us from the love God has for us, and is 
demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    12:1-8 
Subject: YOUR NEW LIFE OF DYING-TO-SELF 

Here’s something else that the Holy Spirit does for you, for each of you in your congregation. 

The Spirit is always busy giving you the strength to let your new life as a loved child of God 
show within your congregation.  I like describing it as a life of dying to yourself.  Dying to that 
powerful and persistent turning away from God that troubles all of us. 

God’s mercy towards you, as he treats you as you don’t deserve, is one driving force behind 
this life of dying-to-self.  And this life is probably your greatest act of worship.  It’s worship 
because you’re adjusting your life to align itself with the standards and expectations of God.  
Dying-to-self also opens up for you the possibility of being transformed.  It starts training your 
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mind to listen more closely to God, rather than to other people — and to even yourself. 
This, in turn, will show itself in the way in which you act in your congregation.  You’ll cease 

patting yourself on the back and giving the impression you’re an expert on everything.  Instead 
you’ll measure yourself according to the faith and the gifts God has given you.  That’s how a 
congregation functions smoothly and successfully.  It begins working like a body — and I like to 
call the church the Body of Christ.  Each part of your body, and each member of the Body of 
Christ, has a different and necessary gift which the body needs, and a different and necessary 
task within the body.  When all these different members work well together the whole body 
benefits. 

The new life of dying-to-self allows you to use the unique gift and ability you’ve been given 
by God’s grace — whether it’s wisdom or serving or teaching or encouraging or contributing to 
the needs of other or leadership or showing mercy or whatever it may be — and to use it 
diligently and cheerfully, enjoying the interaction with your fellow members. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    12:9 -  13:14 
Subject: YOUR NEW LIFE OF DYING-TO-SELF, IN EVERYDAY LIVING 

Of course the Holy Spirit is not just concerned with your life in your congregation. 

The new life of dying-to-self produces a deep and constant love in all areas of your life.  It will 
be a love that comes across as genuine, that can’t stomach evil, that has a passion for the good, 
that is loyal and selfless. 

The life of dying-to-self means that your eagerness and enthusiasm for serving God will show.  
As will your unfading hope in his promises, your patience when the going gets difficult, your 
determination in prayer, your generosity to those in need, and your warm hospitality.  You’ll find 
yourself passing on God’s blessing to those who give you pain, and sharing in the joy and 
sorrow of those around you.  You’ll find yourself wanting to get on well with others, supporting 
the lowly and friendless, and losing your pride and big-headedness.  You’ll stop wanting to get 
your own back, it’ll become easier to ignore what others think about you.  You’ll take steps to try 
to live in harmony with everyone.  And if anyone treats you badly you’ll leave it to God to deal 
with.  You’ll refuse to be defeated by evil.  Instead you’ll always defeat evil with good. 

This dying-to-self will show in the way you treat those who have the control in your country.  
You’ll regard the parliamentarians you elect to govern as people who are serving God in their 
work.  So their making laws, their keeping order, and their penalising the disorderly, is all part of 
their service to him.  Your dying-to-self will show in your submission to those in authority, and in 
your submission to the general welfare of everyone and to the decisions made by the majority 
of citizens.  You’ll submit not merely to avoid fines and penalties, but because it’s all part of your 
submission to God.  You’ll become citizens who cheerfully give what they owe to those who 
govern — whether taxes, rates, levies, courtesy or respect. 

Your life of dying-to-self, if I can make a final point here, also deals with the laziness, the 
couldn’t-care-less-ness, the immoral pandering to self, in which we so often like to indulge.  This 
new life will get your attention on the new life that Jesus gives, the life that’s coming, and the 
excitement and wonder of this glorious eternal life as a child of God.  It will get your mind off 
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personal self-gratification, and more and more on our Lord Jesus Christ.  That will let him bring 
about more fully all the promises he has made to you, everything he has in mind for you. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    14:1 - 15:33 
Subject: YOUR NEW LIFE OF DYING-TO-SELF AND HARMONY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST 

Some of your recent comments have been rattling around in my mind.  Let me finish then by 
taking up some of them as I look at congregational harmony. 

As a congregation we all share the one faith.  Yet for many reasons the faith of one person 
often differs in some ways from the faith of others.  That’s as it should be — and it makes church 
life so varied and rich and exciting.  But it often gives rise to disputes between members.  Like 
the one in which you find yourselves at the moment — whether to ordain both men and women.   
I understand that two opposing opinions or sides have arisen in your church. 

Both sides are, of course, arguing from the Scriptures, presenting evidence both for the 
opinion they hold and for the wrongness of the contrary opinion.  But because the issue is seen 
chiefly as one of upholding the truth of scripture, it’s been treated as a doctrinal disagreement. 

Can I humbly suggest — no, let me use my apostolic authority and tell you that the issue you 
face is not what does Scripture mean.  Rather it’s how do we interpret Scripture for the situation 
in which we find ourselves.  (To use a bit of Greek: It’s a hermeneutical, not a doctrinal, issue.)  
That misunderstanding is making it such a pain in the neck for you. 

And other reason for your impasse is the influence our turning away from God has on us all.  
It makes us either judge our fellow believers who don’t agree with us, or despise them for their 
crazy ideas.   That makes the situation much worse. 

Jesus died for each one of us.  He made us all brothers and sisters of him and of each other.  
Your life of dying-to-self will produce in you — if you step back a little and give it the opportunity 
— a love and acceptance that refuses to judge and despise.  Only then can you start working 
together on the task of interpreting the Scripture.   Please realize that in my letters in the 
Scripture (which you are using to address the situation in which you find yourselves today) I was 
writing to people who lived two centuries ago.  I never gave your situation a thought.  And it 
doesn’t matter if you agree — or if you never agree — about what I wrote THEN.  That’s not 
important. 

What is important is that you live in a harmony that expresses your unique oneness as the 
Body of Christ, despite your individual opinions.  Within the harmony and peace and open-
eared listening within that Body, the Spirit is able to interpret what I wrote then for all of you in 
your situation today. 

email to: Aussie yarngroup (Romans) 
from:  Paul    16:1-27 
Subject: FINAL BLESSING 

Thank you for your participation in this yarngroup.  I’m afraid I must bring it to an end.  But 
please keep speaking to one another, listening to one another, re-reading what I have written, and 



Page 13
basking in the promises God has given to each and every one of us. 

Praise to God who works in you to build you up and to strengthen you through the gospel of 
Jesus. 

Praise to God who has fully revealed in Jesus his wonderful promises only hinted at for so 
long in the past. 

Praise to God for bringing this message to all nations, so that all people might believe and 
obey him. 

To him be eternal praise through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


