
Joshua’s Diary
Private thoughts and public announcements during 

Israel’s takeover of the Promised Land 

The thirty years or so when Joshua was the leader of the Children of Israel was a busy, 
turbulent time of remarkable God-assisted warfare. 

Moses had just died.  Joshua was given the task by God of leading the people — finally — into 
their Promised Land, after a 40-year exodus journey from Egypt.  It was a land already inhabited 
by various tribes trying to live together in some kind of harmony.  Some were even perhaps 
distant relatives of the Children of Israel.  Joshua was also given the task of seeing that these 
tribes were completely wiped out, and all traces of their religious worship utterly destroyed.  
Finally, he was to oversee the settling of the Children of Israel in this land.  This was to be done 
according to the already arranged plan that allotted areas to each of their traditional tribal 
groupings. 

Joshua would have been aware of Moses’ tendency to deal with the difficulties of leadership 
by writing another page or two in his diary.  So, it’s not hard to imagine one of the first things 
Joshua did after taking over Moses’ position.  He set up his own diary.  I can imagine him sorting 
things out in his mind by talking to himself and to his God by means of this diary.  Just as Moses 
did.  However erratic his diary keeping may have been. 

I’ve used Joshua’s Diary in the same way as I used my imagined Moses’ Diary.  I’ve been 
selective in what I have chosen.  There’s much in Joshua’s writings which is politically incorrect, or 
irrelevant for us today, or still subject to secrecy provisions.  I’ve selected only those parts that 
reveal something about Joshua and his faith in I AM, the God who chose the Children of Israel to 
bring his blessing to the world. 

I’ve also been selective in my choice of the notices that Joshua posted on the community 
Notice Board, and of the notices and memorial inscriptions he scattered around the land they 
captured. 
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Joshua’s Diary 
together with the SIGNS he 

placed on the camp NOTICE BOARD 
and at historic sights 

‘As I was with Moses, so I will be with you.’ 
That promise I AM made to me means so 

much.  Of course, I am not a patch on Moses.  
And never will be.  Moses was a great 
messenger and go-between for his people.  
God spoke with him face to face. 

My gifts lie more in the military field.  In 
negotiating.  And if that fails — as it usually 
does — in battle strategy.  I love a good fight.  
Especially when a strategy, planned to 
deceive the enemy, works really well. 

I think I became convinced I had these gifts 
during our sussing out of the Promised Land 
40 years ago.  I imagined how we could have 
easily lay ambushes against many of the 
towns we visited.  I could see how to gain 
access to towns at their weakest points.  I 
think most of the others in our team weren’t 
fighters, weren’t prepared to have a go.  And I 
couldn’t convince them that there were plenty 
of tricks we could use, even when faced by 
soldiers bigger and stronger than us. 

Even back when we crossed the Red Sea, I 
remember feeling a bit miffed when God took 
the battle out of our hands.  I wanted to get 
stuck into the Egyptians.  After all, they had 
enslaved and humiliated and killed us for 
years.  I know we didn’t have the weapons to 
do it.  But with the enthusiasm I had those 
days, that’s what I wanted to do.  Of course, 
some of the Egyptian soldiers swam to the 
shore, and I was among those running back 
and forward along the water’s edge looking for 
them.  I made sure they got what they 
deserved! 

During those 40 years of wandering Caleb 
and I never stopped planning a strategy for 
taking over our Promised Land when the time 
finally came for it.  We had sketched a rough 
map of the country from what we remembered 
from our 40-day reconnaissance with the other 
spies.  We thought it was possible to enter the 
land from the south, but that was quite a 
mountainous region.  So we favoured coming 
in from the east across the Jordan River.  This 

would enable us to take control of the central 
part of the country first.  We could then move 
out from there to take over the rest.  Engaging 
in battle from this higher hilly central area, we 
thought, would give us an advantage.  And 
enable us to use guerrilla tactics, which were 
more suited to soldiers unskilled in direct 
confrontation. 

We envisaged at least 3 offensive 
campaigns.  The first, pushing west from the 
Jordan to gain a position in the higher central 
region.  We weren’t sure how we could 
capture Jericho, a strongly built and fortified 
city.  Maybe we could just leave it be, and sort 
of ignore that it was there.  That is, if they 
would ignore us! 

Our second campaign would be to move 
from our central area to take the country to the 
south.  Then, a third campaign would be 
needed to take control of the northern areas. 

I’m convinced this is our best strategy for 
gaining control of our Promised Land. 

But I guess I’m still overawed by the task 
I’ve been given.  It’s not the leading that’s 
making me feel this way.  It’s not the prospect 
of completely destroying all the people who 
are living there.  It’s not taking their land and 
making it ours.  It’s the fact that my people are 
not really warriors.  They know very little of 
warfare and we have few weapons.  Being the 
leader of people like that and being faced with 
such a large military campaign –- that’s what 
overwhelms me. 

However, despite their lack of fighting know-
how and skill, at the moment our people are 
on a high.  They’ve witnessed what God can 
do for them.  They can’t wait to take 
possession of their Promised Land.  Their trust 
in God is strong, their morale is unbelievable.  
Whatever I AM tells them to do, they will do it 
without a second thought.  They want to live in 
their home. 

And I have the promises of our God:  As I 
was with Moses, so I will be with you.  I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.  Be strong 
and courageous and do whatever I tell you, 
then you will be successful.  Don’t be afraid or 
discouraged.  I will always be with you. 

With promises like that there are no 
reasons for our planned strategies to fail. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
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Now, the first thing I need to do is to 
arrange and announce the 30 days of 
mourning for Moses.  We need to honour him 
as the great messenger sent to us by our God. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Now that I AM has given the word that it is 
time to enter our Promised Land I need to: 

+ let the people know that’s what we’re 
going to do.  And that we set off in three days. 

+ speak to the leaders of the tribes of 
Rueben, Gad and Manasseh, who will be 
settling on this side of the Jordan. 

+ send two men to the city of Jericho to find 
out what is going on there.  We need to know 
what opposition we are likely to face, if we are 
able to gain victory (which I still think is very 
unlikely), and how on earth we would be able 
to achieve victory over a walled city. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

I got a really positive response from the 
leaders of the tribes of Rueben, Gad and 
Manasseh.  They promised: ‘Just as we fully 
obeyed Moses, so we will obey you.’  What a 
confirmation of I AM’s promise that ‘as he was 
with Moses so he will be with me.’  They are 
happy to help the rest of us fight any wars that 
may be necessary for all of us to settle in our 
land. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

The men sussing out Jericho have returned 
with valuable information.  They excitedly 
reported: ‘The city has heard of what I AM has 
already done for us, and they’re terrified of us.’  
They’re certain he’s going to give us victory.  
Of course, they don’t know how.  But they 
claim that’s irrelevant. 

Well, it looks like I haven’t taken into 
account the GREATEST weapon we have, I 
AM himself.  Though, how he’s going to bring 
this about I don’t have any idea, either. 

I’m in two minds about the promise they 
gave of protection for Rahab and her family.  
And how I AM will react.  I know he told us to 
destroy everyone, but she did give us valuable 
information, AND she protected our two men 
and helped them escape. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

30 Days of Mourning 
as we remember Moses our leader who gave us I AM’s messages interceded with I AM for us and revealed I AM’s glory He was a great gift to us from our God

GET READY 

TO GO HOME! 

THE HOME OUR 

GOD HAS 

PROMISED US 

In three days we 

will be crossing the 

Jordan

I AM’s PROMISES
I will not leave you nor 

forsake you 

Do whatever I tell you 
and you will be successful 

Don’t be afraid or 
discouraged because I 
will always be with you 

Be strong and 
courageous, dare to obey 

me
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Today we cross the Jordan river.  I AM says 
he’s going to use this event to show everyone 
that ‘as he was with Moses, so he will be with 
me’. 

That means we’ll cross the Jordan in a way 
that will remind the people of our crossing of 
the Red Sea.  That similarity, and that 
reminder, will make the people see me as 
having the same kind of power as Moses.  And 
the same kind of help from I AM.  That will 
confirm their placing confidence in me as a 
God-chosen leader. 

Only instead of Moses’ staff being used to 
make a way through the water, we’ll use the 
Ark of the Covenant.  Maybe that’s an even 
greater indication of I AM’s presence and 
power than a staff. 

I’ve made sure the people know exactly 
what they have to do.  So there should be no 
panic. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

God, it was an awesome thing for us all to 
cross the Jordan like that.  I’m sure everyone 
felt it.  For me it stirred up all the wonder I 
experienced forty years ago when we crossed 
the Red Sea. 

And your instruction to build a 12-stone 
memorial here at Gilgal is a great idea.  I see it 
becoming a real pilgrimage site for future 
generations.  It will give substance to the 
stories they will hear and learn.  It will 

encourage us all to continue to follow you and 
witness to your saving power. 

I must work on an appropriate inscription for 
this memorial. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

One of the signs of the covenant between I 
AM and our people is circumcision.  During 
our waiting and wandering through the desert 
that had been neglected.  So all the males 
born during the last 40 years were ‘unsigned’.  
And that wasn’t the only term that was coined 
to bring some humour to this ‘male-bonding’ 
situation. 

I AM called for the making of flint knives for 
an ‘orgy of circumcision’, as one of our doctors 
called it.  This was all the more necessary as 
the Passover was due to be celebrated in 4 
days. 

THE GILGAL MEMORIAL 

These 12 stones mark the place
at which the 12 tribes of Israel 

crossed this river ending
their 40-year Exodus journey 

It also commemorates the 
crossing of the Red Sea  

at the start of their journey 

This memorial 
is a witness 

to the POWER and MIGHT 
of I AM their God 

and a reminder to his people 
to worship and follow only I AM

ALL MALES LINE UP HERE 

It’s time to show you are a cut 

above the men of other nations 

and true to I AM’s covenant 

You may want to close your eyes 

and think of the Promised Land 

This tent-clinic is a bulk-billing practice

Crossing the Jordan 
The Ark of the Covenant carried by priests 

will enter the water 
to stop the flow of the river 

The Ark will remain in the centre of the 
river while everyone crosses 

Cross quickly but without panic 
you will be safe 

A representative of each of our twelve 
tribes will carry a stone from the centre of 
the river-bed to build a memorial on our 

side of the river 

The Ark will be carried across 
and the river will flow again
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After i t was al l over, th ings were 

exceptionally quiet in the camp.  Though half 
the population went around with wide grins on 
their faces. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Last night’s Passover was really special.  
The first in our Promised Land, in our home.  
And the first since we left Mt Sinai.  Our story-
teller excelled himself as he told the story of 
our departure from Egypt – the reason for this 
festival.  The Passover meals in the tents 
featured food and ingredients gathered from 
the land around us – our land.  Another thing 
that made this Passover so special. 

We have such a lot for which to be thankful. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Well, the whole week was a great time of 
Passover celebrations. The mood, the joy, the 
singing, the dancing, the feasting – never seen 
anything like it. 

AND this morning there was no manna!  
Some are saying that this is I AM’s way of 
putting a finishing touch to our celebrations.  
And I agree with them.  It’s his way of telling 

us:  NOW YOU ARE HOME!  YOU DON’T 
NEED ME TO PROVIDE FOOD FOR YOU 
ANY MORE.  NOW YOU HAVE YOUR VERY 
OWN PRODUCTIVE LAND. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Today I found myself in the very presence 
of I AM.  He appeared to me as ‘the 
commander of the army of I AM’, his sword 
drawn.  It was a bit unsettling.  My reaction 
was to lie prostrate on the ground.  He told me 
to remove my sandals because the ground 
around him was holy.  Another reminder of: ‘as 
I was with Moses, so I will be with you.’ 

He told me we were to attack the city of 
Jericho.  Which by now I was looking forward 
to – but with some trepidation.  However, 
some strategies were starting to rattle around 
in my mind.  He promised to give us victory. 

He called for total destruction – except for 
Rahab and her family.  And except for all items 
of gold, silver, bronze and iron.  These items, I 
AM said, would be sacred to him and must go 
into his holy treasury.  I’m happy that he didn’t 
seem to mind that we promised to keep Rahab 
and her family safe. 

When he described his strategy for 
defeating the city, I realized it was more a 
psychological war than anything else.  It was 
right down my alley – only far more daring 
than anything I would have come up with.  
What a way to begin our Offensive.  I think the 
people will enjoy this! 

But the killing of all the people and animals 
will be something else. 

CELEBRATING THE PASSOVER

A reminder of I AM’s instructions

Sacrifice your lamb in the evening 

You are eating it on the anniversary 

of your departure from Egypt 

Eat it all  — do not leave any of it 

remain until morning 

Eat it with unleavened bread (the 

bread of affliction) because you left 

Egypt in haste 

The bread you eat for the next six 

days is also to be unleavened 

On the seventh day hold an assembly 

of worship to I AM, your God, 

who brought you out of Egypt

JERICHO WAR PLANS 
THE FIRST SIX DAYS We all march around the city once The armed guard in front then 7 priests blowing trumpets then priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant then our soldiers in complete silence then everyone else also silent (but look completely confident of victory;  and if you want to shake your fists and glare at the people in the city, go ahead)
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. . . . . . . . . . 

Thank you, God, for the victory over Jericho 
– your victory.  The people in Jericho were 
terrified of you even before we started our 
attack.  Your silent-marching-around strategy 
scared the living daylights out of them. 

What’s next?  I think we should capture Ai 
the next town to the west.  I’ll send a couple of 
soldiers to suss it out.  While the army is on a 
high we’ll keep moving.  And thanks to the 
Jericho victory, we are well stocked with 
weapons now. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

The 2 soldiers have just returned from Ai.  
They reckon an army of only 3000 men will be 
enough to bring us victory. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

God, what are you doing?  You let our army 
suffer a great defeat.  You know what the 
people living here are going to be saying?  
That we are weak and powerless.  And they 
are all going to combine to attack us.  And 
your reputation is going to go down the drain, 
too.  So much for people being terrified of you.  
This is . . . 

Okay, I’m listening.  We have sinned?  
But . . .  Sorry, I’m listening.  Someone has 
stolen some things from Jericho that should be 
devoted to you?  Who?  Who did . . .? 

Sorry, I’ll stop interrupting you.  You won’t 
go with me any more unless I punish the thief?  
And you want me to find the person by lot?  
Okay!  First thing tomorrow morning! 

. . . . . . . . . . 

That was a tense and harrowing assembly.  
Especially the casting of lots.  AND when the 
lot fell to Achan.  But at least he admitted what 
he had done wrong.  Which only made it more 
difficult for us to stone him and his family. 

We erected a large pile of rocks over 
Achan’s burnt body.  I’m sure it will serve as a 
warning to future generations about the 
consequences of disobeying I AM.  I was 

JERICHO WAR PLANS 

THE SEVENTH DAY 

Everybody up at DAYBREAK 

We all march around the city 7 times 

During the seventh time around 

listen for a long blast on the trumpet 

then SHOUT, SHOUT LOUDLY 

AND MOVE AWAY FROM THE CITY 

WALL 

THEN it’s time for the army to attack 

and win the VICTORY

JERICHO WAR PLANS INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ARMY 
Destroy EVERYONE and EVERYTHING 

EXCEPT for Rahab and her family her house has a red cord in the window 
and EXCEPT for items of gold, silver, bronze and iron they belong to I AM

OUR NEXT ATTACK 
The town of AI 

An army of 3000 soldiers 
have been chosen 

for this battle 
They leave tomorrow 

They go, as always, relying on 
I AM’s promise of victory

Following our defeat at Ai

A SOLEMN ASSEMBLY

Early tomorrow morning

Gather in your tribal groupings
. . . . . . . . . .

There is a thief among us 

that’s why we suffered this defeat
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surprised at his insistence that the dis-
obedience of any individual makes the whole 
nation guilty, at least until the individual is 
disciplined. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Now I AM tells us to attack Ai again.  And I 
have been assured that we will be victorious 
this time.  Again, we have to kill all the 
inhabitants and destroy the city.  But we can 
keep for ourselves the livestock and any other 
booty we find.  And again he tells us not to be 
afraid or discouraged.  How I love to hear 
those words. 

His strategy for this victory is an ambush.  
I’m keen to be heavily involved in a strategy 
like this, but my job is simply to direct the 
ambush by giving signs with my javelin. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Thank you, God.  Ai is now just a heap of 
ruins, and a pile of rocks covers the body of 
the king.  I think we’ll move north now and 
take possession of this central hill country. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Well, we hardly encountered any opposition 
as we moved north.  We’ve come to Shechem, 
a place of some importance to us because of 
what happened to our forefathers 

With Shechem so close to Mt. Ebal and Mt. 
Gerizim, I reckon we’ll mark the end of our 
First Offensive with our first Covenant 
Renewal Ceremony in our home land.  It will 
remind us of I AM’s choice of us and the 
promises that bind us together.  And of our ties 
with our forefathers. 

I checked the instructions Moses recorded 
for us.  I have had an altar of uncut stones 
built on Mount Ebal – and bearing the correct 
inscription.  I have reminded those officiating 
of I AM’s instructions.  And had the area 
between these two mountains prepared.  
Everyone in our camp (including all the foreign 
tag-alongs) will, of course, be there. 

 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Now that we have taken a week or two’s 
break from warfare, I have decided that it’s 
time for our Second Offensive.  We’ll establish 
our presence here in this land by taking the 
country to the south. 

THE VALLEY OF ACHOR 

MEMORIAL 

This pile of stones

marks the punishment and 

death of Achan and his family

It is a witness to the 

consequences 

both to oneself 

and to one’s nation 

of disobedience to I AM

COVENANT RENEWAL 
CEREMONY 

to re-enact I AM’s promises 
to us 

and our promises to him 

Tomorrow 
on Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim 

Featuring: 
 

The reading of the Book of the Law 
Including the Blessings 

and the Curses 

All of our people
and everybody living with us

is expected to attend

BYO cut lunch
LET IT BE REMEMBERED these surrounding ruins of Ai are the remains of an Amorite city this pile of rocks is the head stone of the king of Ai
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. . . . . . . . . . 

This southern hill country doesn’t look quite 
as good for crop growing as the northern 
areas.  But it will be good to add it to our real 
estate holdings.  We will need a little time to 
plan our strategy. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
 

. . . . . . . . . . 

The last week has not been a good one.  I 
was conned.  And then had to sort it all out.  
Of course, I have no one to blame but myself.  
I didn’t consult I AM – it didn’t even cross my 
mind.  If I had, none of this would have 
happened.  I’m sorry, God, this has been a 
good lesson for me.  I only hope this won’t 
cause problems for us in the future. 

Anyway, what happened was that a local 
tribe, the Gibeonites, were aware of our 
victories over Jericho and Ai.  They were 

scared we would destroy them (and we would 
have!).  So they sent a delegation to us, only 
they dressed themselves as travellers from a 
distant country.  And their clothes and 
provisions all perfectly supported their story.  
They convinced me – and the other leaders.  
We made a solemn treaty of peace with them. 

Three days later we found out we’d been 
conned.  And we’d made a treaty with local 
people – against I AM’s instructions.  Our own 
people wanted us to forget the treaty and wipe 
them out.  But we insisted that if we gave our 
word (even if we had been deceived), we 
couldn’t go back on our word. 

So we marched our army to their towns to 
let them know our displeasure at being 
conned.  We informed them that we were 
going to add a condition to our treaty with 
them.  They will have to live with us and carry 
out the woodcutting and water-carrying duties 
for our various worship ceremonies.  This will 
go on for as long as we require it, and 
wherever our God requires us to worship him.  
Fortunately, they agreed.  We will make sure 
they conform. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Before our agreement with the Gibeonites 
could be implemented, a new crisis confronts 
us.  The Gibeonites have called for urgent 
help.  An alliance of five tribal kingdoms are 
about to attack them.  It appears these 
kingdoms have heard about our treaty with the 
Gibeonites.  Their attack is expressing their 

OUR SECOND OFFENSIVE 
will begin in a week or two 
we will move to the south and take control of that section of our Promised Land 

Preparations are beginning now for this next phase of carrying out I AM’s plans for us, his people

The Stories of  Joshua’s 

First Offensive 

Our Story-Teller has put into 

story form the incidents of our 

First Offensive 

You are now welcome to hear these 

accounts in the story-telling area of our camp

The GIBEONITES 
will soon be joining us 

They have agreed to serve as 
woodcutters and water-carriers 

for our sacrifices 
and worship ceremonies 

In return for our protection 
they have agreed to give up deceptive 

scams on trusting people 

 Once they have been established in their 
servant-role any breaches of their duties 

should be reported to the Levites
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displeasure. 

I AM has assured me once again: ‘Don’t be 
afraid.  I have given you victory.’  So we are 
marching tonight to their aid.  We hope to take 
the alliance by surprise. 

This means our Second Offensive is under 
way. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

I AM granted us a powerful victory.  Our 
surprise attack was used by him to throw the 
alliance into confusion.  He also hurled down 
hailstones on them.  And deciding that we 
needed more time for complete victory I called 
on the sun to stop moving.  I AM answered my 
prayer – no one was more surprised than me!  
The alliance was wiped out.  The five kings 
were killed and buried in a cave.  We piled up 
rocks to close the mouth of the cave. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . 

After an exhausting time of fighting, the 
whole southern area has now been taken.  We 
killed all the people as I AM had commanded 
us.  Now we are in Gilgal to pause and rest. 

Sometimes I wonder whether our fighting 
men – and maybe even all of us – are now 
becoming addicted to killing, learning to be 
hard-hearted and brutal towards other people, 
and disrespectful of human life.  I think I need 
to try to explain to our people why I AM has 
commanded so much bloodshed. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Now for the Third Offensive.  The only area 
left for us to make our presence felt is in the 
north.  So that’s where we’re heading. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

It comes as no surprise that the northern 
tribes and their leaders have heard of our 
recent victories.  They have also formed an 
alliance in order to defeat us.  This time, our 
scouts tell us, they have a huge army, 
including horses and chariots.  They’re 
camped at the Waters of Merom.  I’m worried. 

But I AM again told me:  Don’t be afraid.  
Tomorrow I will give you the victory.  And their 
horses and chariots – destroy them, burn 
them! 

. . . . . . . . . . 

PLEASE BE AWARE 

Our Story-Teller, together with his 

dedicated band of assistants, is 

responsible for composing stories 
of our history that are accurate 

He interviews witnesses using 
sensitive and refined cross-

checking techniques 
He uses scientific methodology to 

filter out hearsay and personal 
judgments 

These (and other) necessary 
procedural requirements mean that 

it can take some time to arrive at 
the final form of the story 

Our Story-Teller is no storyteller

Urgent change 
of plans 

OUR SECOND 

OFFENSIVE 

begins TONIGHT

Why SO much killing? 
Because that’s the way we 

solve our problems 
Because other gods seem 

more real to us than I AM 
so we need to wipe them out 

Because the followers of other 
gods draw us away from I AM 

so they need to be killed 
Because I AM wants to bless 

all nations through us 
so we can’t allow them to 

stand in the way 
Killing and destroying is the 

only way to go
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We’ve had a busy time the last month or 
two.  I AM gave us victory over the horse-and-
chariot alliance.  And over Hazor.  And the 
whole northern area.  We made no treaties.  
We were merciless in killing everyone.  We 
took possession of their live-stock, and we’re 
rolling in plundered goods.  

I think we need a time of rest from warfare 
and killing.  We need it even though the local 
inhabitants are still holding significant areas.  
That ‘mopping up’ can continue into the future.  
Now we need rest from war. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Our next step is distributing our Promised 
Land to our tribal groupings.  Each tribe can 
then be settled in its designated area. Our 
Archival Officers have gone through the laws 
from I AM written down by Moses, and have 
highlighted the relevant instructions. 

So we know which parts of the country are 
to be settled by which tribe.  And other special 
provisions. 

For example: 
The tribe of Levi is allotted no land.  As our 

priests, their inheritance is the offerings given 
to I AM in our worship.  But some towns are 

allotted to the Levites for them to live in. 
Caleb is to be given the region of Hebron as 

an acknowledgment of his obedience to I AM. 
I was allotted the region of Ephraim. 
Cities of Refuge were designated through-

out the land as places where those who 
accidentally killed someone could find safety 
until the court case was settled. 

 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Today the tribes of Rueben and Gad and 
the half-tribe of Manasseh left us to take up 
their allotment on the eastern side of the 
Jordan.  We farewelled them and blessed 
them.  They took with them their share of the 
plunder we gathered from our wars – herds of 
livestock, silver, gold, bronze and iron, and 
clothing and material. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

We heard some news today that has stirred 
up an appreciable number of our people.  

TOWNS OF REFUGE 

These towns offer safety 
for those occasions when a person 
causes the death of another person  

accidentally or unintentionally 

KADESH 
SHECHEM 

KIRIATH ARBA 
BEZER 

RAMOTH 
GOLAN 

Once the courts have established that 
the death is 

accidental or unintentional 
the accused is guaranteed protection 

in that city 

On the death of the incumbent priest 
at that time the accused is 

free to return home

WE ARE HOME 

NOW WE CAN SETTLE DOWN 
AND LIVE IN OUR PROMISED 

LAND 

AND ENJOY THE WEALTH 
WE HAVE OBTAINED FROM 

THOSE WE DEFEATED 

BUT THERE ARE STILL AREAS 
WHERE WE NEED TO DRIVE OUT 

THE INHABITANTS 

It is not an urgent task 
but it will need to be done eventually 

WE ARE I AM’S PEOPLE 
DEDICATED TO WORSHIP 

AND SERVE HIM 
ONLY
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They think it warrants another war.  This time 
it’s against our fellow tribes whom we recently 
farewelled to live on the eastern side of the 
Jordan.  It seems these tribes have erected 
their own altar at Geliloth.  And it’s a really 
impressive and fancy one.   

The tribes here are shouting: ‘I AM has 
decreed that we have only one altar for our 
worship and sacrifices.  And that’s been set up 
at Shiloh.  This disobedience to I AM is going 
to have repercussions on them — and on us 
as well.  It has got to be destroyed it.’ 

Finally, they were calmed down and our 
chief priest, Phinehas, with ten other leaders, 
was sent to see what was going on. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Phinehas and his delegation has returned.  
The altar built at Geliloth, they reported, is not 
meant for worship and sacrifice.  Rather it is a 
witness to the unity of our 12 tribes.  It’s meant 
to remind the two and a half tribes across the 
Jordan that they belong to the tribes who live 
to the west.  It’s a reminder of the one altar at 
Shiloh at which we all worship and offer 
sacrifices.  It even bears the inscription: The 
Witness to us all that I AM is our GOD. 

Well, that changed the calls for war into 
words of praise for those who built this altar of 
witness. 

 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

It has been some years since I last wrote in 
this diary.  The tribes have settle down well in 
their territories, and have managed their own 
affairs.  They’ve been so busy setting up their 
homes and towns that an old warrior like me 
has little to do anymore.  And I don’t mind that 
at all.  I can enjoy the peace and quiet of our 
Promised Land. 

I wonder how long this peace will continue. 
Anyway, I stumbled across this battered old 

diary yesterday.  Oh, the memories it brought 
back as I read bits and pieces.  But it struck 
me that since I am now 110 years old, I really 
should finish it off properly.  AND officially 
retire as the leader of our people.  I don’t think 
there’s very much time left before I’m gathered 
to our people, as we usually say.  I’ve always 
liked that phrase – so much better than ‘going 
the way of all flesh’ or ‘passing away’ or 
‘departing’. 

So, I’ll call for an assembly at Shechem to 
give my ‘last words’ and lead them in a 
renewal of our covenant with I AM.  I reckon I’ll 
set up a large stone under that oak tree near 
our assembly area as a witness to the 
promises we make to I AM.  Another reminder 
of who we are won’t be out of place. 

So, what do I want to say to the people – 
and their leaders?  Well, I suppose nothing 
that hasn’t been said before: 

THE JOSHUA STONE 

This stone bears witness
to promise the Tribes of Israel

made to I AM, their GOD

‘WE WILL SERVE  I AM 
AND OBEY HIM’ 

They made this promise after 
they had taken possession of 

their Promised Land 
under the leadership of Joshua

THE WITNESS 

This altar bears witness
to all the Tribes of Israel
that I AM is our GOD

We are one in our worship 
and obedience 

to I AM 

The Jordan River is not 
a fence
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A reminder of what God has done for us 

since his original promises to Abraham about 
700 years ago. 

His keeping of those promises, his guiding 
us through those years, and giving us this 
home to live in. 

A reminder that there’s still some more land 
to take over and inhabitants to drive out. 

I AM’s commands that we trust him, and 
obey him.  And refuse to worship or follow any 
other god. 

Then I’ll call on them once again to make 
their choice and decision to follow only I AM. 

And point to the stone I set up that will hear 
and witnesses to their decision to follow I AM, 
the God who chose them to be his chosen 
people in the first place. 

Neil Stiller 
2016    v.19 

www.stillersite.wordpress.com

Reminders from 
Moses’ message to us 

before he died 

Love I AM, your God, 
walk in his ways, 

obey his commands. 
Then you will prosper, 

he will bless you, 
and you will live long in the land 

he is giving you 

If you worship and obey 
other gods, 

you will not live long in this land 

I set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses 

CHOOSE LIFE 
for I AM is your life


