
The 400th year of our Sojourn 

The Goshen Sojournal  

THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AWAY FROM HOME

Our tribal leaders, our 
s to ry - te l l e r, and the 
journalists and reporters 
of this newspaper, are 
convinced that now is the 
time for our nation to view 
our recent history in a 
new light. 

They have realised that 
the last 100 years of 
slavery to the Egyptians 
has given us a very 
negative view of our 
future as a nation.

Reaching our 400 year 
o f so journ here has 
certainly done nothing to 
alleviate that negativity. 

Whenever we look at 
ourselves, it’s as if we are 
getting a dark ‘night time’ 
view. It’s as if we never 

This edition marks 
the 400th year of our sojourn 

Despite our sojourn’s unimaginable length 
and the pain and suffering of our enslavement 

this edition also 

aims to raise hope

SEEING OUR HISTORY IN A NEW LIGHT
see ourselves in the sun-
shine.
Of course, the sun is 

shining, but somehow we 
never see its light. It rarely 
seems to us to be ‘day 
time’. 
What we have been 

missing is the sun of 
God’s presence with us, 
and the brightness of trust 
and hope in the promises 
he has made to us. 
The leaders of our nation 

believe that they are 
beginning to see the sun 
shining. Their hope has 
been restored. 
And they want to share 

their ‘day time’ view with 
all the people of our great 
nation.

The change in our 
thinking 

Our nation’s negative and 
hopeless view of itself and 
what was happening to us 
almost led us to put an end to 
The Goshen Sojournal. 

For these reasons: 
1 Our nation’s enforced 

slavery is leaving us with no 
alternative. 

2 The increasing erratic and 
infrequent appearance of the 
paper is evidence of the effect 
this slavery is having. 

3 The Egyptian control of our 
lives, their censorship, their 
hostility, their growing wish to 
exterminate us while sti l l 
gaining benefits from our death 
throes, is just too much to fight. 

But God’s sun is stil l 
shining.  There are reasons 
for hope.  There is no need 
to end The Goshen Sojournal. 

For these reasons: 
1 It informs and unifies us as 

a nation. 
2 It helps to enrich our tribal 

life, strengthening the bonds 
that help us live as one family, 
the Children of Israel. 

3 The more difficult our 
situation becomes because of 
our slavery, the more we need 
something like the Sojournal. 

4 It will upset the Egyptians.
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Seeing the PROMISE of  
VICTORY in our slavery

Seeing the VICTORY won by our 
midwives 50 years ago

We were overjoyed 
when Shiphrah and 
Puah outsmarted the 
Egyptians. And that 
was all we thought it 
was – an outsmarting.  

But now our leaders 
see it as a decisive 
victory. 

The leader of the 
tribe of Judah, Boaz 
Hezronson spoke with 
our reporter. 

“ I st i l l remember 
v i v i d l y t h e w h o l e 
incident involving our 
two chief midwives, 
Shiphrah and Puah. 

“They were ordered 
b y t h e E g y p t i a n 
authorities to kill all 
our male chi ldren 
quickly and secretly at 
their birth 

“ P u t i t d o w n t o 
‘another stillbirth’ they 
were told. 

“But Shiphrah and 
Puah – God bless 
them! and he did! – 
refused to do this. 

“They would not 
submit to the Egyp-
tians. 

“Hauled up before 
Pharaoh, as they 

Remember 
God’s promises to us 

I will bless you by: 

giving you a land to live in 

making you a great nation 

using you to bring my blessing 
to all nations

No longer should we 
view our 100 years of 
terrible slavery as a 
sign that the Egyp-
tians have beaten us, 
and wil l ult imately 
destroy us.  

Instead, the length of 
this slavery can be 
seen as a sign of our 
victory.  

Jesse BenJesse, the 
leader of the tribe of 
Joseph, explained this 
new way of under-
standing our history.  

“I know," he said, 
“we have suffered 
much.  

“We have lost almost 
everything we built up 
and gained during our 
early years of living in 
Goshen.  

“Our prospects of 
becoming a great 
nation have taken a 
real beating.  

“We are becoming 
more and more fearful 
that Egypt’s plan to 
destroy our nation 
through slavery is 
going to succeed.  

“But THESE are the 
facts: 

"Desp i te a l l t he 
oppression and cruel-
ty from our murderous 
slave-masters, there 
has been only minimal 
effect on our num-
bers.  

“And, of course, they 
know it.  

“Apart from the pain 
we suffer, we really 
have nothing to fear 

from our enforced 
hard labour.’  

“And why?” was the 
rhetorical question 
Jesse asked.  

“ B e c a u s e t h e i r 
failure, after 100 years 
of trying, is a sign to 
us of our God’s care 
for us.  What other 
conclusion can we 
make?  

"Despite our en-
slavement, he is still 
work ing th ings to 
e n s u r e w e w i l l 

b e c o m e a g r e a t 
nation. 

“That’s his promise 
to us, remember. 

“Of course, let ’s 
complain loudly about 
the treatment we are 
getting as slaves. 

“But Egypt’s failure 
to wipe us out through 
slavery is a sign that 
God has not forgotten 
his promises to us. 

"We are slaves, yes! 
But slaves who are 
full of hope!” 

knew they would be, 
they were vigorous in 
t h e i r d e f e n c e o f 
themselves. 

‘The women of our 
nation do not waste 
time when they give 
birth,’ they claimed. 

‘So the midwives 
can never get there in 
time to carry out your 
scheme, most noble 
Pharaoh.'  

“And Pharaoh be-
lieved them!  They got 
off scot free. 

"How we laughed 
back then at their 

quick thinking, their 
cleverness.  

“But looking back 
now, we don’t believe 
i t w a s j u s t q u i c k 
thinking. We reckon 
God was behind what 
they did and said.  

“And they didn’t just 
outsmart Pharaoh. 

“Shiphrah and Puah, 
gained a victory for us 
all over the mighty 
Egyptian Empire.  

" G o d w a s t h e r e 
giving us his help, and 
we didn’t see it, we 
didn’t see him. 

“But now we do.  
And that gives a great 
boost to our faith and 
our hope.”
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Seeing Moses’ rescue 49 years ago 
as another great VICTORY

No longer do we see 
the rescue of baby 
Moses as a bit of luck. 

Now we see it as a 
decisive action by God 
to place one of our 
people into a position 
of influence. 

Ohad Jakinson, of 
Simeon’s tribe, claims 
our nation was ap-
palled by the cruel law 
aimed to get around 
the failure of our mid-
wives to kill our sons. 

“Pharaoh simply an-
nounced a new law: 
death to all the males 
born into our nation. 

“But that law be-
came the catalyst for a 
new event – one that 
we see now as giving 
us real hope.” 

Our reporter asked 
him to explain. 

“You would expect 

our people to try to 
find ways around this 
murderous law,” he 
said. 

“And they did.  I’ve 
heard of many un-
successful ways, but 
only a handful of 
successful ones. 

“One of these will 
not be forgotten. 

“Amram Kohathson 
(grandson of Levi 
BenJacob) and his 
wife Jochebed devis-
ed a novel plan to 
keep their newborn 
son from being killed. 

" T h e y m a d e a 
floating watertight crib 
so he could be hidden 
in the reeds of the 
Nile. 

“Now we all know 
this story – of the child 
being found by Phar-
oah’s daughter, being 

Moses’ rashness 11 years ago was 
NOT a catastrophe

No longer do our 
leaders see Moses’ 
having to flee to the 
desert as a disaster 
for our nation. 

Malkiel BenLaban, 
the leader of the tribe 
of Asher, explained.  

“Eleven years ago” 
he said, “we suffered 
a great distress.  

“ M o s e s , h a v i n g 
f o u n d h i m s e l f i n 
P h a r a o h ’ s c o u r t , 
where we all believed 

he could do some-
thing for us, blew it all.  

“He acted rashly by 
killing a slave-master. 
Now he had to flee.  

“Many of our people 
are still finding it hard 
to forgive his hot-
headed reaction.  

“And why? Because 
we believe Moses let 
us down – that’s why. 
He may have been 
able to do something 
for us.  

A MESSAGE 
from our 

STORY-TELLER 

The events referred 
to in this edition are 
being crafted into 

stories that are sure 
to be included in our 
list of official stories 

When the hope 
seen in them comes 
to fruition you can 

expect these stories 
to go viral

cared for by his own 
mother, being raised 
as a p r ince , and 
learning to read and 
write. He became a 
well-educated Egyp-
tian.  He was also 
aware he was one of 
us.  

“Like everyone else, 
I assumed all this was 
just good luck. 

“It didn’t even cross 
my mind that maybe 
luck had no part in it. 

“It was only when all 
of us tribal leaders 
were taking a new 
look at our history 
here in Goshen that I 
c a m e t o s e e t h e 
possibi l i ty of God 
bringing all this about. 

“And that changed 
everything for me – 
and for all of us. 

“God MUST have 

had a hand in this 
event. I don’t know 
the whys or where-
fores, but I reckon he 
is up to something. 

“And I’m all eyes 
and ears trying to find 
out what it is. If he is 
doing something it 
must have something 
to do with us, his 
people. 

“And that can only 
be good news!”

“But, now we realize 
that it’s a mistake to 
blame Moses. Our 
hope and trust is in our 
God, not Moses.  

“Even with Moses 
l i v i n g i n M i d i a n 
un touched by our 
slavery, we can still 
trust God.  

“Will God let Moses’ 
rashness prevent him 
f r o m k e e p i n g h i s 
promises to us?  

“ P e r h a p s M o s e s 

having to flee (and 
leaving us in the lurch) 
is God’s way of getting 
our trust back on God 
– where it ought to be!  

“As I thought about 
those events, that’s 
what I reckon God is 
trying to tell us.  

“Moses may have 
blown his chances for 
h i s o w n p e r s o n a l 
advancement.  

“But he didn’t – he 
can’t – bring an end to 
what God can do. 

“And our trust and 
hope is in God.” 



Page 4

 “THAT’S LIFE” 
A Camp-fire Competition from Judah’s Camp   

Last month’s question was: 
What have you learnt about flattery? 

The winners are: 
+ It makes you feel good — until you think 

about the reason for it (Simeon’s camp) 
+

+ Flattery from some people is worse than 
criticism from others (Asher’s camp) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The NEW  “THAT’S LIFE” question: 
Is there anything good about pain and evil? 

Celebrate life around your camp-fire!

NOTICES

“So what is going to 
happen now?" our 
reporter asked our 
story-teller. 

“If you mean What is 
God going to do?” he 
said. "I haven’t a clue. 
Unless he tells us, 
how can we know? 

"If you mean What 
should we be doing 
now? then I think there 
is only one thing God 
would expect from us: 

“A turning back to 
him in trust. Living our 
life trusting that, no 
matter what happens, 
he is keeping his 
promises to us. 

“ L e t t i n g n o t h i n g 
shake our hope in his 
love and care for us. 

“Letting him work out 
the details of his plans 

for us and trusting that 
all is under control – 
his control. 

“And that’s what God 
is always telling us." 

He concluded by 
saying, “400 years 
ago Joseph almost 
became an Egyptian 
to rescue our nation 
from famine. 

“Has Moses almost 
become an Egyptian 
to rescue us now from 
slavery? 

“I don’t know.  All I 
know is what God is 
always telling us:” 

'I can be trusted. 
Rely on me. Put your 
hope in me. Relax 
and wait for me to do 
the amazing things 
only I can do.’

A Prayer of Trust 
Our Story-teller has composed this 

prayer of trust for our whole nation to 
memorize and use. 

Out of the depths of despair, 
we are crying out to you, Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer, 
listen closely to our cry for help. 

A Call to Hope 
And this call to hope so we can encour-

age each other. 

All you people of God, 
put your hope in the Lord. 
He never fails to act in love. 
When he rescues he does it properly! 
When his people need rescue, 
he steps in and does it himself.

SACRIFICES 

THROUGHOUT THIS 
time of slavery, our special 
monthly sacrif ices wil l 
continue at the Jacob 
Memorial Camp-fire site. 

THE SOJOURNAL 

FOR AS LONG as pos-
sible this newspaper will 
continue to do all it can to 
get the news to our people. 

We apologize for the 
erratic gaps between edi-
tions, for the second- and 
even third-grade papyrus 
we are sometimes forced to 
use, for the diluted ink we 
can’t avoid using, and all 
the other defects and 
deficiencies. 

In times such as these 
we’re pleased that as a na-
tion we haven’t yet adop-
ted reading and writing. 

FEEDBACK 

OUR LEADERS encour-
age all our people to 
respond to the views 
expressed in this news-
paper. 

They realize that many of 
our people may not agree 
with the interpretations of 
some or all of the events of 
the last 50 years. 

They apologize for any 
pain or distress they may 
have inadvertently caused 
in regard to the beliefs or 
faith of some people. 

But the purpose of all 
this is to help all of us to 
listen more accurately to 
what God may be telling us 
through what he allows to 
happen to us. 

Knowing that, we are 
more likely to face our 
circumstances with hope. 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times published 
by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each is a light-
hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to understand the 
society of that day, and to bridge the gap of time, by moving their 
society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are:  Exodus 1 and 
2, Psalm 130, Proverbs 16:4, 20:30, 27:6, 28:23.      v.19

Seeing history in this 
new light – what now?


