
The 300th year of our Sojourn 

The Goshen Sojournal  

THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AWAY FROM HOME

Five years ago we 
became a nation of 
slaves.  And we could 
do nothing to prevent 
it. 

Now we are com-
pletely helpless.  How 
does any nation cope 
with that? 

If there is anyone to 
blame, it’s probably 
the Hyksos people 
who began arriving in 
Egypt about 400 years 
ago. 

They settled in the 
country around us, 
and have made trou-
ble for the Egyptian 
rulers the whole time 
they have been here – 
harassing them and 

“SLAVES OF NO ONE” 
A recently formed action-group

to defeat oppression

Join the ground-swell 

We will be advertising widely the time and 
place of our next gathering

We are using this Edition to try to come to grips with 
300 years in Goshen — and with no end in sight! — 

wondering why it’s been such a long, long time 
 and what we can do to maintain our hope

The CHILDREN SLAVES OF ISRAEL
attacking them. 

But their defeat by 
the Egyptians five 
years ago means that 
t h e y h a v e b e e n 
almost entirely driven 
out of Egypt. 

T h e E g y p t i a n s , 
rejoicing in their new-
found power, have set 
up a new Empire. 

But their rulers are 
remaining suspicious 
of us.  We are ‘for-
eigners’ in their coun-
try, and our past good 
relations with Egypt 
seem to be over. 

More than that, we 
are being regarded as 
a real threat to their 
country.  We have 

TRIBAL LIFE IN DISARRAY
The imposition of slavery on our people is 

bringing chaos to our tribal life. 
Many tribal stores and businesses are facing 

closure and bankruptcy.  Tribal leaders are 
predicting that this is only going to get worse.  It 
will bring devastation to the trade and the 
mutual dependency that has been built up over 
the years between our tribes.  The importing 
and exporting of goods with countries around 
us will also grind to a halt.  

fai led to convince 
them that we are 
n o t h i n g l i k e t h e 
Hyksos. 

Yet we have been 
fo rced in to s lave 
labour to work on their 
new construction pro-
jects in the Nile delta. 

Some of our tribal 
leaders are convinced 
that this is their way of 
wiping us out. 

The mood of our 
people has certainly 
plummeted. 

Our sojourn in Egypt 
has extended to 300 
years.  None of us 
expected to stay here 
that long. 

And now slaves! 
Public opinion is that 

we should no longer 
cal l ourselves the 
Children of Israel.  We 
are the slaves of 
Israel – that’s who we 
are now. 

And how long will 
this last?  Has our 
God forgotten us?

Plans for tribes to increase the number of 
their camp-sites are also being torn up.  Some 
of our larger tribes have as many as four camp-
sites.  Two of these are planning to reduce the 
number to one or two. 

Extra camps had been to be an ideal way of 
managing our increasing population.  But now 
our very future is looking very bleak. 
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EDITORIAL 
The fact that we are now a nation of slaves is 

indeed a great burden.  It is having significant 
effects on us.

The work we are compelled to do for the Egyp-
tians means that our way of life as shepherds 
and farmers is being undermined.  Less and 
less will we be able, or allowed, to look after 
ourselves as a nation.

We will become increasingly dependent on the 
Egyptians for our food and clothes and welfare.  
That’s not a pleasant prospect – but we have to 
face it.

All this is going to diminish our pride in 
ourselves as a nation.  That is already evident in 
the way in which we –- or at least some of us –- 
are referring to ourselves as the SLAVES of 
Israel.  Our hope of becoming a powerful 
independent nation is starting to wither.

Our faith in our God, who promised us a land 
of our own and unequalled greatness as a 
nation, is also under attack.

Many of us are keenly aware of his speaking, 
and even his mysterious appearances, to our 
forefathers.  He frequently made contact with 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  But over 
the last 300 years –- nothing!  Many of our 
people can’t understand why God is staying 
silent, so completely silent.

There are some who are suggesting that we 
need to call on the Egyptian gods for help, 
because obviously they are stronger than our 
God.  Others are saying the Egyptian gods 
won’t help US, we are foreigners. 

But I want to encourage all of you to maintain 
your faith in our God.

I know it is hard to do this.  When everything 
seems to be going from bad to worse.

But think of everything he has done in the 
past.

Let’s remain patient, and trust him.

OUR STORY-TELLER 
‘worth his weight in wool’

Our story-teller has made 
a significant development in 
the kind of stories he is 
telling. 

At least that’s the opinion 
of our tribal leaders.  And 
all of us have a great 
respect for them and their 
wisdom. 

We are well aware of the 
wealth of stories we have 
that describe our past 
history and remind us of 
God’s part in that history. 

Now, thanks to our story-
teller’s insights and talents, 
we are beginning to add 
new kinds of stories. 

Stories that will deal with 
our beliefs.  Stories that will 
teach us, and especially 
our youngsters, about the 
contents of our faith. 

This has arisen because 
the Egyptian beliefs around 
us are having an influence 
on our teenagers.  Our 
young people are ques-
tioning our belief in one 
God, and why we reject the 
many gods that feature in 
the Egyptian beliefs.  They 

are questioning the details 
of creation, especially why 
and how it happened. 

That’s why our story-
teller is using his gifts to 
compose a story to answer 
those questions. 

Once memorised, tis 
s t o r y w o u l d p r o v i d e 
a n s w e r s f o r f u t u r e 
generations. 

So he has come up with 
the Creation Story (as he 
calls it).  He is busy teach-
ing it to our other story-
tellers so it may quickly 
b e c o m e p a r t o f t h e 
memory of all our people. 

Our tribal leaders are 
really impressed with this 
story.  Especially the clear 
way in which it sets out our 
belief in God’s great act of 
creation.  But also the way 
in which it has been 
designed for easy memo-
rization both by older folk 
and children. 

Our leaders are thinking 
that maybe our story-teller 
has been inspired to come 
up with such a story. 

HEAR THE STORIES OF OUR 
PAST 

How our ancestors dealt with trouble 

told by our story-teller

assisted by the tribal story-tellers


at the Jacob Memorial Camp-fire site

Levi’s tribe 
is arranging 

SPECIAL 
SACRIFICES 

during our time of slavery 

at the Jacob Memorial Camp-fire site 

This is being arranged with the 
complete support 

of our tribal leaders
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Counselling service
The CWA (Cosmetics for 

Womens’ Adornment) has 
r e c o g n i z e d t h a t o u r 
enslavement as a nation 
has greatly affected our 
women. 

S o m e c l a i m i t h a s 
affected our menfolk, too –- 
only not many are game to 
admit it. 

But at least the women, 
so the CWA claim, are 
longing to regain a sense of 
worth and wellbeing, a kind 
of inner adornment. 

So they have initiated 
what they are cal l ing 

Counselling.  They claim 
this process allows women 
to express their thoughts 
and fears, their sense of 
aloneness and lack of self-
esteem. 

This in turn gives them 
the freedom to overcome 
a l l t h o s e f e a r s a n d 
feelings.  They feel whole 
again, it is claimed. 

This counselling service 
takes place at the CWA 
tent in Benjamin’s Northern 
Camp. 

This will also be of bene-
fit to men who come along. 

O u r s t o r y - t e l l e r i s 
convinced that stories 
presenting our beliefs about 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob are real ly 
important. 

“They are probably the 
best way we humans have 
of passing on our beliefs to 
future generations,” he 
said. 

Tell a child ‘this is what 
God is like, and this is how 
he created the world’ –- 
and the next day it’s 
forgotten.  Or maybe the 
child can’t really take it in. 

But put those beliefs in 
the form of a story, and 
they are remembered.  And 
they make sense.  In no 
time the child has learned 
the story, asks to hear it 
again and again, and tells it 
to others.  So those beliefs 
are passed on. 

“That’s what has hap-
pened,’”he said, “since I 
began telling this new 
CREATION STORY.  All 
who hear it will know what 
we believe about creation – 
and it stays there in their 
memory.  That’s the best 
thing about it.” 

At the moment he says 
he has no plans about 
working on another Faith 
Story in order to add to the 
number of stories that we 
have. 

But he‘s sure that in time 
some of our other beliefs 
will be challenged.  We are 
beginning to realize what 
other nations believe about 
this world in which we live.  
And how that conflicts with 
what God has revealed to 
us about a himself. 

Then putting that belief 
of ours in story form will be 
needed so that our people 
(and not just our children) 
will understand what is so 
special about our faith in 
God. 

I asked him if the new 
Egyptian technology of 
writing –- if we were to 
adopt it –- would make all 
these stories unneces-
sary? 

“I would rather,” he 
replied, “have these stories 
engrained in minds, than 
having them on pieces of 
stone or sheets of papyrus.  
I don’t see any benefit in 
this new technology.  Let 
the Egyptians keep it. 

“But in future years?  
Who knows what our world 
will be like? 

“And yet, I think stories 
are always going to play an 
important role in human 
life.  And in our under-
standing of life and God. 

“Because he has given 
us minds and imagination 
– and memories.” 

WORDS	OF	WISDOM	
about our faith stories 

Our reporter spoke to our story-teller in order to 
learn more about his Stories of Faith. 
This is a new concept for many of us – maybe 
all of us.  We wanted to be find out if he 
thought that in time our people would know a 
whole jute bag of faith stories.

What people are 
saying 

comments heard and 
overheard

WHAT’S GONE wrong?  
We have always been on 
good te rms w i th t he 
Egyptians.  Couldn’t our 
tribal leaders have pre-
vented our slavery.  Or at 
least straightened things 
out, and got our life back to 
normal by now.  I think they 
have a lot to answer for. 

heard at a lunch time break 
for slaves 

WE HAVE been assured 
again and again that our 
time in Egypt is just a so-
journ.  How the blazes are 
we going to leave now? 

overheard at the same 
lunch time break for slaves 

ALL THIS contact with 
Egypt down through the 
years.  Maybe if we kept to 

ourselves this would not 
have happened. 

overheard at the next day’s 
lunch time break for slaves 

I HOPE is it still not too 
late to work on some kind 
of treaty with Egypt.  If this 
slavery goes on much 
longer we wi l l never 
escape it.  You mark my 
words! 

heard at the same next 
day’s slave break 

OH, THIS count-selling, 
or whatever they call it, is 
really wonderful.  I can feel 
it helping me after just a 
few weeks!  I’m starting to 
feel fulfilled again!  Now, 
how do I get hubby along? 

overheard at the CWA 
counselling service
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 “THAT’S LIFE” 
A Camp-fire Competition from Judah’s Camp   

Last month’s question was: 
Why does it feel so good to get you own back? 

The winners are: 
+ It makes everything seem fair (Dan’s camp) 
+

+ It tastes sooo sweet — but then it tastes like 
gravel (Benjamin’s camp) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The NEW  “THAT’S LIFE” question: 
What would life be like without gossips? 

Celebrate life around your camp-fire!

NOTICES
PERSONAL 

L O O K I N G F O R 
emotional balance?  Look-
ing for something to cling 
to, when your personal life 
is in turmoil?  The CWA has 
developed strategies which 
may be of real help.  
Privacy is always respected 
and maintained.  Contact 
us at Benjamin’s Northern 
Camp. 

COPYRIGHT 
INFORMATION 

WITH THE ONSET of 
slavery the stories of our 
peop le have become 
exceptionally important.  
Both our stories of our past 
history and our faith stories.  
Their role is to keep on 
telling us who we are, and 
to remind us of our place in 
history. 

So it is vital that when-
ever any of these stories is 
told PUBLICLY it is the 
valid, unchanged, inerrant 
version of that story. 

Copyright provisions on 
all our stories means that it 
i s i l l ega l fo r anyone 
EXCEPT our official story-
teller, and the tribal story-
tellers he approves, to tell 
these stories in PUBLIC. 

Families telling these 
stories to their children in 
their tents is, of course, 
allowed – and indeed 
encouraged. 

LEGAL ADVICE 

DO YOU BELIEVE you 
are being ill-treated as a 
slave?  The Legal Eagles 
at Gad’s tribe is an estab-
lished company of lawyers 
that has s tud ied the 
protocols of other nations 
on their policy of the treat-
ment of slaves.  The Legal 
Eagles have the fire-power 
they believe is needed to 
confront the Egyptian 
authorities on your behalf. 

DIPLOMA IN SLAVERY 

A course designed by 
our tribal leaders.  They 
want to be sure all our 
people forced to work as 
slaves do as good a job as 
possible.  They want us all 
to be proud of ourselves.  
The Diploma in Slavery 
course is called A Spanner 
in the Works.  All slaves 
are asked to do this course 
as early into their slavery 
as possible.  It is held 
regularly at the Jacob 
Memorial Camp-fire  site.

LEGAL HELP

Many businesses in Gad’s tribe have 

been forced to close down
The Gad Businessmen Club 

(while it still exists) 
is happy to pass on to other businesses 

what they have learnt 
about the easiest and best ways 

of doing this

Dur ing th is t ime o f 
s l a v e r y T h e G o s h e n 
Sojournal will do all it can to 
stay in operation. 

Our reporters, together 
with all the tribal leaders of 
our people, are determined 
to keep our oppressed 
nation informed and up to 
d a t e a b o u t w h a t i s 
happening. 

The results of surveys 
has shown that the Sojour-
nal is appreciated by our 
people, and is regarded as 
a good and effective way of 
keeping you all aware of 
our welfare. 

Of course, there may be 
times when it may be 
impossible to publish a 
particular issue of this 
paper. 

However, a gap here and 
there will not mean that the 
Sojournal is finished.  We 

think it is vital for you to be 
informed about what is 
going on. 

We also have to face the 
reality that we may have to 
publ ish the Sojournal 
secretely. 

At this stage no one can 
be sure what lies ahead. 

But if secrecy is required, 
then that’s what we shall 
do.  And we ask you to do 
all you can to maintain our 
secrecy. 

Keep the Egyptians in 
t h e d a r k a b o u t t h e 
Sojournal. 

So please bear with us 
through the difficult times 
that may be ahead. 

Our vital role, as we see 
it, is to keep you informed. 

And to keep us together, 
and living together, as 
God’s chosen people. 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times published 
by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each is a light-
hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to understand the 
society of that day, and to bridge the gap of time, by moving their 
society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: Exodus 1:1-14, 
Proverbs 20:17, 26:20,22.        v.19

The Goshen Sojournal 

WILL CONTINUE


