
The 200th year of our Sojourn 

The Goshen Sojournal  

THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AWAY FROM HOME

Our growing population 
caused us to reorganize the 
way we had set up our 
camp-site living in Goshen.  
It had happened in a fairly 
random and haphazard 
fashion.  Many felt that 
wasn’t good enough. 

The suggestion made by 
Benjamin BenJacob over 
100 years ago seemed to 
make good sense.   His 
idea was that we should 
live in camps based on our 
tribal clans – the tribes 
descended from the 12 
sons of Jacob Isaacson, 
and named after them. 

It took some time to put 
this into operation.  But now 
all of us live with those who 
share a common ancestor.  
The larger tribes, of course, 

Tribal clan leaders have 
been pleasantly surprised 
by developments following 
our living in tribal groups. 

One of the most popular 
developments has been 
the way in which each clan 
has specialised in the way 
it is contributing to our life 
together. 

Clans are realizing that 
for some reason they 
happen to be more gifted 
at various tasks than other 
tribes.  And if they take 
over that task for all of us, 
that saves appreciable 
duplication of effort. 

So, just to give some 
examples. 

 The tribe of Levi has 
taken on the task of being 

our butchery and special-
occasion chefs.  

The tribe of Gad is 
supplying us all with fish 
and various other kinds of 
seafood. 

The Children of Israel’s 
pottery is managed by the 
tribe of Zebulun. 

The tribe of Judah is 
specializing in music and 
around-the-camp-fire ac-
tivities. 

Asher’s tribe is estab-
lishing our tannery and 
using animal skins to fill 
their sales-tent with all 
kinds of clothing, tenting, 
and containers. 

Tribal leaders are excit-
ed about how this will grow 
and refine our life together.

BREADS 
Our tribe is experimenting with new 

types of bread
some made in Egyptian ways

How about popping in for a sample 

Visit the Kitchen at Levi’s Camp

We are using this Edition to mark 200 years in Goshen 
looking especially at 

what we have accomplished and 

 how we are meeting the challenges of such a long sojourn

TRIBAL LIVING
have more than one camp 
site.  This trend of multi-
camps for tribes will no 
doubt continue as our 
population grows. 

People like our police, 
our census takers, and our 
genealogical memorisers 
have expressed pleasure 
about how much easier it is 
to do their work now that 
we are settled in tribal 
groups. 

The Jacob Memorial 
Camp-fire site continues to 
be expanded to cater for all 
of us at our regular 
celebratory get-togethers. 

Calling ourselves the 
Children of Israel is some-
thing that just seemed to 
happen over time — and 
also makes good sense. 

TRIBAL 
SPECIALIZATION

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
We have always deeply aware that our relationship with 

the Egyptians, in whose land we live, is crucial for our well-
being.  And it was Joseph who got us off on the right 
footing.  So it seemed obvious to ask the tribe of Joseph to 
carry on their ancestor’s good work, by maintaining that 
relationship. 

But they have also been asked to develop their skills 
further in order to keep their eye on all the other people and 
nations who live around us.  They will be our Foreign Affairs 
Bureau.
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EDITORIAL 
Ever since we came to Goshen the Hyksos (as 

they are being called by the Egyptians) have 
been around.  They are people who have 
moved in from the East and settled in Northern 
Egypt and all around us.  They seem to be a 
nation looking for a new home. 

Racially I suppose they are more closely 
related to us than to the Egyptians.  Realizing 
that our situation is somewhat similar to theirs, 
we have decided to have little to do with them.  
So they have not been a problem to us. 

But they keep on coming – and would like 
nothing better, it seems, than to make Egypt 
their permanent home.  They make their raids 
on Egyptian villages and towns, but the armies 
from Thebes drive them back or keep a close 
watch on them. 

The Hyksos are determined, they are 
increasing in numbers, getting better organized 
as soldiers, and are becoming bolder in their 
opposition to the Egyptian powers in Thebes. 

We certainly need to stay on good terms with 
the Egyptians, and I am confident the Egyptians 
see that we do not share the goals of aims of 
the Hyksos. 

But all this does put us into a difficult situation.  
The last thing we want is to be involved in 
conflict, or in war, with anyone.  We want to live 
in peace.  And to be left alone

STORY-TELLER 
APPOINTED

We have always been 
eager to make our children 
aware of our history.  And 
to keep them aware. 

We do that to make sure 
all of our people know who 
we are, and what it means 
to be the Children of Israel. 
We can’t forget what God 
has done for us, the 
promises he has made to 
us, and his amazing care 
for us over many years. 

Nothing does all that 
better than stories of God’s 
dealings with us in the past. 

Those stories make us 
unique as a people, and 
remind us of the role God 
has for us in the future. 

Our tribal leaders value 
this tradition of story-telling 
so much that they have 
undertaken the process of 
appointing an official story-
teller. 

This is a position in 
addition to our tribal story-
tellers.  He is being known 
simply as THE STORY-
TELLER.  This title is 

intended to highlight his 
importance among us. 

Our tribal elders have 
stressed that this in no way 
plays down the role of 
parents, or our tribal story-
tellers.  They also need to 
continue to pass on these 
stories, so that the truths 
these stories carry become 
firmly fixed in the memo-
ries of us all. 

The tasks of the story-
teller are to see that no 
part of our history is 
inadvertently forgotten; that 
where necessary new 
stories are composed; and 
that tribal story-tellers get 
the training they need to 
become the best story-
tellers they can be. 

All of this is for the sake 
of our coming generations. 

The story-teller will also 
take on the role of being 
the chief of our genealogi-
cal memorisers.  He will 
see that this vital infor-
mation not only remains, 
but remains accurate.

Dan’s Murfy 
a new rich blend of  Egyptian grape vari-
eties yet with an earthy Canaanite aroma 

the latest red wine from Dan’s tribe

CLOTHING 
made the Egyptian way 

with FLAX 

- your chance to be non-traditional

- made with your rebellious streak in mind


visit the 
When in Egypt – Do as the Egyptians 

warehouse 

at Rueben’s camp

Vegetables 
SPECIALS this week 

CUCUMBERS 
MELONS 
LEEKS 
GARLIC 

all freshly sourced

from organic farms

around Memphis


shop at 

‘Green Fingers’ 
at Simeon’s camp

“The SKINNY 
GOAT”


for Goat Skin tents
* new tents 

* repairs to damaged 
tents 

tents can be dyed in the 
latest Egyptian colours 

AND a wide range of  
water & wine bottles 

at Asher’s camp
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NIGHT LIFE 
AROUND THE CAMP-

FIRE

 “THAT’S LIFE” 
A Camp-fire Competition from Judah’s Camp   

Last month’s question was: 
Why point out your neighbour’s faults? 

The winners are: 
+ Just another way to show concern and love 

for my neighbour (Naphtali’s camp) 
+

+ To know what it would be like to grab a mad 
dog by the ears (Issachar’s camp) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The NEW  “THAT’S LIFE” question: 
A pig wearing a gold nose ring - what truth 

about life could it illustrate? 
Celebrate life around your camp-fire!

The time around our 
camp-fires is regarded as 
the most important part of 
our tribal life. 

Judah’s tribe has already 
taken a leading role in de-
veloping activities for their 
own camp-fires.  And they 
are sharing their ideas with 
the rest of our tribes. 

All our tribal leaders are 
thankful for what they are 
doing and really appreciate 
their work. 

But Judah’s tribe promise 
that there is still much more 
to come. 

At the moment they are 
visiting various towns and 
c i t i e s i n E g y p t , a n d 
evaluating the night life 
they see there. 

They are hoping that 
some of these Egyptian 
activities could well be 
adapted for use at our 
camp-fires. 

So far they have been 
impressed by the dances, 

s o n g s , a n d m u s i c a l 
instruments they have 
seen and heard. 

Swimming, boat racing, 
two-wheeled chariot rac-
ing, and archery are popu-
lar with the Egyptians.  But 
perhaps won’t be with us. 

A n d v a r i o u s b o a r d 
games are enjoyed by 
youngsters in Egypt.  It is 
taking some time to really 
understand all the rules for 
these games. 

So who knows what 
Egyptian activities may in 
time find a place at our 
camp-fires to enrich our life 
as the Children of Israel. 

Because of our growing 
population another change 
is just round the corner.  
Our larger tribes will need 
to divide into smaller 
groups, each with its own 
pasture lands and camp-
fire grounds. 

And we will make that 
work for the best. 

Micah explained that the 
Egyptians do not have a 
belief in a personal God, as 
we do. 

Instead they have many 
gods.  Each one represents 
a force of nature that has a 
great influence on the world 
and its inhabitants. 

All these forces of nature 
have been personalized 
and named to enable 
people to relate to them.  
By the believers’ sacrifices 
and prayers they hope to 
convince the gods to be 
kind to them. 

They have a few sun-
gods.  The most popular 
are Amon, Aton, and Re.  
Khnum is one of the gods 
of the Nile; he controls the 
annual floods. 

Mertseger is the goddess 
of the mountain El-Qurn, 
near the Nile. 

Hathor is the goddess of 
love and beauty, and is 
represented by the cow. 

There are many other 
gods, too. 

And, of course for the 
Egyptians, their Pharaoh is 
also regarded as a divine 
being. 

All this is quite different 
from our belief in one God, 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob.  We know him 
as a personal God, a God 
who created nature and is 
Lord over all the forces of 
nature.  He speaks with us.  
He takes the initiative in 
establishing contact with 
us. 

Micah explained another 
big difference between the 
Egyptian beliefs and ours. 

W o r s h i p , f o r t h e 
Egyptians is the respon-
sibility of the appointed 
priests. 

The worship of the 
Egyptian gods, which takes 
place at public festivals 
and processions, is really a 
state affair.  The people of 
the nation are just invited 
along to witness it all. 

Of course, every citizen 
is welcome to pray to their 
gods at home or at shrines.  
But the off ic ial state 
occasions are what matter. 

Again, that is in great 
c o n t r a s t w i t h o u r 
understanding of God.  For 
us, worship belongs at the 
centre of our personal lives 
in our homes, and at the 
centre of our public and 
tribal life. 

W o r s h i p f o r u s i s 
community time with a 
personal God.  

WORDS	OF	WISDOM	
from Micah Josephson 

about Egyptians and their gods 
Micah Josephson is the leader of the tribe of 
Joseph.  Our reporter asked him to explain for 
our readers the important characteristics of 
Egyptian beliefs.   All of us, of course, have 
picked up something about these beliefs, but 
we wanted him to clarify the fundamental 
principles of their faith.
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C W A 
Cosmetics for Womens’ Adornment 

All the latest in 
eye-paint 

rouge 
lipstick 

and body oils
at the CWA tent   at Benjamin’s Camp

NOTICES
FOR SALE 

PARTLY USED jars of 
eye-paint, rouge, lipstick, 
body oil.  Used only once.  
Give away prices.  I’ve 
been asked, ladies, to 
remind you to check with 
you r husband be fo re 
buying.  Ask for Miriam at 
Rueben’s camp. 

MOSQUITO repellant.  
Just heard about a secret 
recipe for a mosquito 
repellant used by the 
Egyptians for years.  Very 
happy with the results for 
both humans and animals.  
Ask for jars of Mozzy Off at 
Gad’s Camp.  Use the 
password •••••• for a 
discount price. 

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY 

TRADING VENTURE.  
I’m looking for a partner to 
establish a riverside trading 
wholesale/retail business in 
Goshen.  To import and 
export a wide range of 
goods for the benefit of our 
people.  The possibility of 
BUNNINGS as a catchy 
name for the business.  

Contact Bunni at Gad’s 
camp. 

CHILDREN’S PLAY-
GROUND.  Seeking finan-
cial backers for a proposed 
children’s adventure play-
ground.  Featuring theme-
areas based on our story-
teller’s stories.  (Eg. a big 
boat, a waterfall, pairs of 
wooden cut-out animals, 
trained doves, controlled 
flooding, for The really Big 
Boat story).  If you can 
imagine this contact Gofrit 
at Judah’s camp. 

CONSULTATION 

ARE YOU having trouble 
with the Egyptian cattle-
men?  Are they intruding 
on your sheep and goat 
pastures?  Throwing 
insults at your shepherds?  
Acting as if they own the 
land?  Or as if they are 
your landlords? 

The leaders of the Asher 
and Joseph tribes are ea-
ger to consult with you to 
see what common strategy 
we can use to deal with 
this situation.  We think 
that shepherds and cow-
boys should be friends.   

SPICES 
We source regular fresh supplies

fresh right now: 
cinnamon 

dill 
mustard 

coriander 
Visit the Kitchen at Levi’s Camp

What people are 
saying 

comments heard and 
overheard

AH, THIS is the life!  We 
are left alone to live and 
worship according to our 
traditions.  And we have 
available to us the best of 
Egyptian civilization. 

This is a sojourn that can 
last as long as it likes. 

overheard at Levi’s Kitchen 
AND the CWA tent 

ALL THIS CONTACT with 
Egypt – I don’t know 
whether it’s such a good 
idea.  Just let their One 
Nation Society get more 
political influence and see 
what happens! 

heard from the ‘noisy end’ 
of a tribal camp fire. 

I ’M NOT SURE this 
specialization and the retail 
outlets at our tribal camps 
are such a good idea.  I 
have the feel ing that 

sometimes I’m paying 
higher prices than I really 
need to. 

I don’t mind our shops 
charging inflated prices to 
others –- but to our own 
people? 

overheard from a customer 
loading a carton (or two) of 
Dan’s Murfy on his wheel-
barrow 

THIS SOJOURN is a lot 
better than I thought it 
would be.  We are getting 
a wider variety of food, the 
bene f i t s o f Egyp t i an 
civilization, the opportunity 
of buying and selling, and 
of making a good profit in 
the process. 

I think we have much to 
be thankful for. 

overheard from a sales-
person while wrapping up a 
purchase 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times published 
by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each is a light-
hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to understand the 
society of that day, and to bridge the gap of time, by moving their 
society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: Proverbs 
11:22, 26:17, 27:5.         v.19


