
The 70th year of our Sojourn 

The Goshen Sojournal  

THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AWAY FROM HOME

JOSEPH 
StoryFest 
Our esteemed story-

teller, Esoph, will be 
visiting all our camps 
over the next 70 days to 
make our time of mourn-
ing for Joseph BenJacob 
something of a StoryFest. 

He’ll narrate all the 
traditional stories about 
Joseph, together with his 
brothers, sisters, parents, 
and grandparents. 

But he’s also aware of 
lesser known Joseph 
stories that don’t yet 
belong to our traditional 
folklore.  He’s keen to tell 
these stories as well. 

And there's more.  He 
has done some recent 
research at the Pharaoh 
Library in Egypt.  There 
he discovered some quite 
revealing stories about 
Joseph’s interactions with 
Egyptian officials, and 
even ambassadors from 
other countries. 

Esoph has permission 
to share those anecdotes 
with us, since we are 
Joseph’s next of kin.  
Well, at least those 
stories that have passed 
Egypt’s Official Secrets 
Act. 

Maybe in time they will 
be added to our folklore.

The death of 
Joseph

The man whom we revered, and on whom we 
depended ever since we arrived in Goshen 70 
years ago, has died.  Joseph BenJacob had 
reached the age of 110 years. 

He was particularly noted for having dreams 
which were fairly easy to interpret.  And for being 
able to interpret the hard-to-understand dreams of 
others. 

That involvement with dreams played a 
significant role in his life.  His early dreams 
resulted in him being sold into slavery.  His 
interpretation of the dreams of others caused him 
to be raised to a position of eminence in Egypt. 

Even though he became a high administrator in 
Pharaoh’s government, he never forgot his people, 
their faith, or the promises of their God. 

As an administrator he was treated with 
understandable respect, and his words always 
carried great authority.   

His state funeral was held in Egypt’s Great Hall.  
His body is being embalmed, and, according to his 
wishes, will be taken with us when we return to our 
Promised Land to be buried there. 

For us he was a great leader, reminding us of his 
father, and our ancestor, Israel, who died just 50 
years ago.

FLOODING 
ON THE WAY
Substantial flooding of 

the Nile is on the way.  
Reports from up-stream 
indicate that this year’s 
rainfall has been above 
average – fortunately, not 
excessively above. 

So a l l res iden ts o f 
Goshen need to make 
preparations to move all 
a n i m a l s f r o m l o w e r 
pastures. 

Those making weather 
predictions are saying that 
the flood peak is due here 
in about 20 days.  But it 
won’t be anywhere near the 
levels of the flood of 2 
years ago.

Mutton and 
lamb sale 

next month Levi’s 
tribe will be 

butchering sheep 

place your orders 
NOW

S"ll	having	trouble	living	in	Goshen?	
Missing	the	campfires	of	home?	

The	Promised	Land	Care-group	
is	achieving	success	

in	the	ba:le	against	sadness	and	depression	

You	are	welcome

Memphis	
Embalmers	

High quality 
workmanship 

Skilled practitioners 

Ancient skills 
in the service of 
immortal living 

opposite the town square
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EDITORIAL 
Because of Joseph, we, the Children of Israel, 

were rescued when famine hit us while we were 
living in Canaan 100 years ago.  He was our 
saviour, and he will always be regarded as our 
saviour. 

Of course, he is not THE Saviour, and he 
wasn’t really the one who rescued us.  He was 
the one chosen by our Saviour-God to bring us 
the rescue God saw we needed. 

One fascinating aspect of his life was that he 
really had no say about being our saviour.  He 
was caught up in all kinds of events outside of 
his control.  But he certainly played his part in 
those events very well. 

Through it all he maintained the faith all of us 
share, our faith in the God who made promises 
to our father, Abraham.  Promises that God has 
chosen us to bring great blessings to all nations.  
Promises that he would make a great nation of 
us.  Promises that he would give us the land of 
Canaan as our home.  That’s why Joseph made 
it known that he wanted his embalmed body to 
be carried to the Promised Land to be buried. 

The other intriguing thing about his life is all 
the trouble he had to go through to be our 
saviour.  His years of slavery, his years of 
imprisonment, and the unresolved injustice of it 
all.  It doesn’t seem at all fair that one chosen to 
be a saviour should have to put up with all that.  
Was this a requirement for his role as saviour?  
Or can we say no more than Joseph’s famous 
words to his brothers? – ‘you meant it for bad, 
but God used it for good’. 

I suppose we will need a saviour again – 
maybe more than once – in whatever events lie 
before us.  I wonder if all those saviours will 
have to suffer so that they can bring us the 
rescue we will need?

JACOB MEMORIAL 
CAMP-FIRE

Last month saw the 
official opening of a camp-
fire site large enough to 
cater for all our people. 

W i t h o u r g r o w i n g 
population there have been 
occasions recently when 
none of our individual 
camp-fire sites has been 
able to cater sufficiently for 
all who want to come along.  
Last summer’s Sing Along 
with Asaph was a notable 
example. 

So a Camp-Fire Site For 
Everyone Committee was 
appointed. 

It met only a few times, 
moved surprisingly quickly, 
chose a wonderful site, 
cleared the land, saw to the 
building of flood mitigation 
infrastructure, constructed 
a wonderful camp-fire plinth 

— and Nabob’s your uncle. 
Joseph was well enough 

to perform the opening 
ceremony – his last official 
act before his death. 

He said that naming it in 
honour of our ancestor 
Jacob Isaacson was an 
‘inspired decision’. 

Joseph expressed a 
desire that it would be 
used often, and would 
continue to be enlarged as 
our people grew in number. 

He concluded with a 
prayer of blessing on the 
camp-fire site and on all 
who would gather around 
the fire in the future. 

He wanted it to be ‘a 
means of binding our 
people together –  a warm 
and joyful focal point’.

Our	‘bit	of	the	
Promised	Land’

Conversation around the 
camp-fire at a recent get-
together of two of our tribes 
proved instructive to most 
of the young people who 
were present. 

Ta l k a b o u t b u r y i n g 
Joseph BenJacob back in 
the Promised Land, raised 
the subject of the field at 
Machpelah.  Abraham 
bought this field over 200 
years ago from Ephron the 
Hittite – at a considerable 
cost. 

Abraham wanted to use 
the cave in the field as a 

burial place for his wife and 
himself – and other family 
members.  That’s where 
Jacob was buried. 

And tha t f i e ld , the 
youngsters were told, still 
belongs to Abraham’s 
descendants – to us. 

They were fascinated 
that part of the Promised 
Land, even if it is just a tiny 
bit, is already ours. 

Those young people 
were filled with hope that 
one day, one day, the rest 
of the land would be ours 
as well.

CAMP-FIRE	ACTIVITIES	

Looking for ideas to keep the children 
occupied around the camp-fire? 

at Boaz’s camp site we have worked hard to 
develop new games, quizzes, puzzles, musical 
activites, and many other hands-on diversions 

Come along one night and see it all in action!
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What people are 
saying 

comments heard and overheard

The next SACRIFICE 
at our Goshen ALTAR 

to honour the 

GOD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB 

will held be on the next new moonI’M IMPRESSED with 
what I saw when my 
husband took me shopping 
in Memphis recently.  It’s 
certainly a big and busy 
city.   Lots of bargains.  I 
would have loved to have 
gone for a ride on the 
camel train.  But I’m glad I 
don’t live there. 

heard at the opening of the 
new Jacob Memorial Camp-fire 

I THINK life here at 
Goshen is a bit cramped — 
well exceedingly cramped.  
I miss the great open 
spaces of Canaan.  Why 
can’t we go home again? 

overheard at a clan picnic 

HAVE YOU heard that 
Hannah is pregnant again.  
Yeah, I know.  Maybe some 
people take our policy of 
building up our population a 
bit too seriously. 

overheard from the open flap 
of a tent 

THE GEAR the Egypti-
ans wear!  I suppose they 
t h i n k t h e y a r e s o o o 
fashionable!  I have 
difficulty stopping myself 
point ing at them and 
laughing out loud. 

But I suppose they think 
the same about some of 
our ‘fashions’. 

heard at the opening of the 
Jacob Memorial Camp-fire 

I REALLY can’t under-
stand why Jacob and 
Joseph al lowed them-
selves to be embalmed.  I 

know they wanted their 
remains to be taken back 
to the Promised Land, but 
they are not Egyptians! 

It’s not the way we do 
things. 

heard at a gathering of camp 
leaders 

THE DEPENDENCE of 
the Egyptians on modern 
technology will be their 
downfall.  You mark my 
words. 

How will the squiggles 
they call writing solve any 
of the real problems that 
c o m e f r o m l i v i n g i n 
proximity with foreigners?  
Let’s all keep to ourselves! 

overheard from a conver-
sation around a camp-fire 

THE EGYPTIANS are 
really treating us well.  Of 
course, their cattlemen 
don’t like us shepherds 
(and the feeling is mutual – 
and natural).  But all in all I 
suppose we enjoy a good 
relationship – thanks to 
Joseph. 

But now that he has died 
– how long will it last? 

heard at a recent sheep sale 

‘JUST A SOJOURN’.  I 
keep hearing those words.  
They’re supposed to keep 
me sane and hopeful that 
we’ll be going home soon.  
But it’s been 70 years!  If 
anyone could have done 
something to make it 
happen it would have been 
Joseph. 

HEALTH REPORT
The latest report by our 

chief doctor, Ell Theeman, 
reveals that, in general, 
he's pleased with the 
physical health of our 
people.  “We're almost 
boringly healthy,” he said. 

“But,” he stresses, “we 
need to continue to be 
aware of the danger from 
mosquitos, especially with 
floods on the way.” 

He c la ims that our 
emotional and mental 
health has been far more 
interesting. 

He noticed that 50 years 
a g o J a c o b ’ s p u b l i c 
blessing of his 12 sons 
“caused some rivalry, jeal-
ousy and problems with 
self-esteem to manifest 
themselves”.  And because 
all of us are descendants 
of those brothers we have 
all been caught up in it.   

F o r e x a m p l e , t h e 
descendants of Rueben 
felt devastated because 
Jacob took away from 
R u e b e n h i s n a t u r a l 
dominant position as the 

first born. 
The clans of Simeon and 

Levi felt they had been 
denied any place among 
our people because of 
Jacob’s blessing, if you 
can call it that, “that he 
wanted nothing more to do 
with them.” 

There was jealousy 
because Judah’s des-
cendants were blessed 
with Jacob’s declaration 
that future kings would 
come from their tribe. 

Jealously also arose 
because the judges of our 
people would come from 
the tribe of Dan and the 
descendants of Asher 
would become great chefs. 

”But during the past 50 
years,” Ell Theeman said, 
” I ’ve seen clans and 
families becoming more 
open about all this and 
dealing with it.  And judging 
from conversations and 
body language during 
Joseph’s wake I gather 
that significant healing has 
occurred.”

But now he’s gone.  Just 
a sojourn?? 

heard at the doctor’s surgery 

WHY ARE WE adopting 
so many Egyptian ways? 

Do we want to stay here? 
Do we want to become 

Egyptians? 
What we do, and how we 

do it is because of who we 
are.  We’re God’s people, 
chosen by him to do things 
his way.  Let’s not abandon 
our heritage. 

overheard from a tent on the 
other side of a camp-fire 
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WORKSHOP 
making music instruments 

to	be	used	at	our	sacrifices	and	worship	
and	for	singing	around	the	camp-fire	

at Boaz’s camp site 
during the next 30 days

NOTICES
FOR SALE 

FISH freshly caught from 
the Nile.  So many we don’t 
know what to do with them 
all.  A variety of species. 
At Gad’s camp.  Free.  But 
donations to the mosquito 
eradication scheme will be 
accepted. 

CLOTHING and JEWELRY 
The Memphis Bazaar 
travels to Goshen with its 
mule caravan bringing city 
prices and bargains to out-
of-town places.  Listen for 
the bazaar trumpet playing 
Greensleeves. 

WINE and BEER 
City dealers of local and 
imported wine and beer 
travel the main roads 
through Goshen. 
Bulk supplies of some local 
w i n e s a n d b e e r a r e 
available. 
Stop our camel trains for 
the best prices anywhere. 

FRUIT, VEGES, FLOUR, 
MILK 
The Greengrocers o f 
Memphis take regular trips 
through Goshen with ox-
carts offering fresh food.  
Whip-cracks will usually 
announce their presence. 
All produce is guaranteed 
fresh. 

EMPLOYMENT 

SHEEP SHEARER avail-
able for casual employ-
ment.  Ask for Eli at 
Bazrah’s camp. 

HOME HELP  Naomi, at 
Boaz’s camp seeks casual 
or permanent work.  Good 
at cleaning, washing, 
repairing clothing, cooking, 
babysitting, gardening, or 
any work around the tent.  
Preferably only during 
daylight hours. 

HOLIDAYS 

Any takers for a shared 
BOAT TRIP up the Nile?  
We have the boat.  You are 
the passengers and part-
time crew for a 6-day trip.  
C a n t a k e u p t o 6 
passengers.  Date of trip 
a n d c o s t s h a r i n g 
negotiable.  See Ezbon at 
Gad’s camp.

Eglon’s Camp 

specializing in 

BOWLS, CUPS 
POTS, JARS 
made with local 

Goshen clay

WORDS	OF	WISDOM	
an	interview	

Our reporter spent some time listening to the 
wisdom of one of our most respected leaders: 

Benjamin BenJacob 
Here are his answers to our questions.

Since Joseph has died, we 
now need someone to replace 
him as our leader.  Who do 
you think that person may be? 

Since we have been in 
Goshen we have had two 
notable leaders: my father, 
Jacob, and my brother, 
Joseph.  And I think they 
have both done a great job, 

We have even regarded 
them as our God-appointed 
leaders -– and rightly so. 

But I think we are now 
standing on the brink of 
something new. 

Why do you say that? 
Because it doesn’t seem 

as if God has chosen a 
leader for us this time.  Nor 
do I think anyone stands 
out as a leader. 

So I think it’s sensible — 
and many folk have been 
talking about this — to 
move into a tribal form of 
government. 

How do you see that 
working? 

The descendants of each 
of Jacob’s 12 sons would 
form themselves into tribes 
wi th the most sen ior 
member of each tribe 
acting as its leader. 

As we continue to grow in 
numbers the tribes would 
form their own camps or 

clans, each named after 
one of Jacob’s sons. 

At the moment we are not 
sure what to call ourselves as 
a whole.  Of all the ideas 
around at the moment, which 
do you prefer? 

I don’t think we can do 
any be t te r than ca l l 
ourselves the Children of 
Israel. That honours Jacob 
and especially God who 
gave him his new name.  
And it binds us together as 
the family we are, and the 
great family we’ll become. 

We have been here 70 
years now, how have we 
changed? 

We have survived the 
famine.  We cope with the 
regular floods. 

This is a great place to 
live and we have settled in 
we l l . We have been 
welcomed by the Egypt-
ians, and we’re enjoying 
the peace and freedom 
they give us.  We will be 
drawn closer together. 

But I think they will 
c h a l l e n g e o u r f a i t h , 
particularly if the sojourn is 
lengthy. 

That may be a good 
thing.  It can make us 
stronger.  And give us a 
stronger trust in our God. 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times published 
by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each is a light-
hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to understand the 
society of that day, and to bridge the gap of time, by moving their 
society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: Genesis 23 and 
Genesis 47-50.         v.19


