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The Wittenberger

The uprising of the 
peasants in our country is 
over. 

But the cost has been 
considerable. 

Tensions between the 
peasants and their over-
lords have been simmer-
ing for quite some time.  
Not only in Saxony, but 
also beyond our borders. 

Eventually, after constant 
incitement to action, the 
peasan ts , i n va r i ous 
regions, took up arms.  The 
s i t u a t i o n g r a d u a l l y 
worsened with more and 
more peasants taking part. 

For the last 9 months, the 
conflict has raged right 
around the country. 

But finally, the authorities 
have been able to take 
control and put an end to 
the insurrection. 

Of course, the people 
who suffered the most were 
the peasants. 

After all, they were up 
against well organised 
soldiers. 

And the slaughter that 
followed the last battle at 
Frankenhausen a week ago 
was by all accounts an 
exceedingly brutal and 
bloody affair. 

Over all, it has been 
est imated that of the 
300,000 peasants who took 
up arms, 100,000 lost their 
lives. 

“SEVERE BLOW TO 
SOCIAL REFORM”

O n e o f t h e m a i n 
supporters of the peasants, 
Thomas Muntzer, has this 
opinion on the defeat of 
their uprising. 

“ T h e d e f e a t o f t h e 
uprising, and the wholesale 
slaughter of peasant that 
ended it, is not the worst 
thing our country has just 
witnessed. 

“What is worse is the 
severe blow to the efforts to 
bring justice and freedom to 
all of our citizens.” 

He claims there has been 
g r e a t s u c c e s s w i t h 
reforming the church.  But 
our society needs reform 
too.  Our feudal system 
needs to come to an end. 

“Our peasants were 
simply taking advantage of 
the present momentum to 
agitate for an improvement 
of their status in our 
society. 

“The only power the 
downtrodden really have to 
make the authorities take 
n o t i c e o f t h e m i s 
demonstrat ing on our 
streets, civil unrest and 
riots. 

“They knew they were 
acting against the law, but 
what other options did they 
have?  They have been 
waiting and suffering for 
years, and nothing has 
been done.  They have run 
out of patience. 

“All they had left to them 
was to take up arms, to try 
to overcome those who 
were oppressing them. 

“Even Luther supported 
the peasants in their 
grievances.  He said they 
were being treated unfairly 
and unjustly. 

“But now it has all come 
to nothing.  Vital social 
reform lies in ruins.” 

A representative of our 
princes, Kurt Koenig, told 
The Wittenberger “the 
peasant uprising simply 
had to be stopped.” 

“ T h e r i o t e r s w e r e 
completely out of control.  
There was no reasoning 
with them or their leaders. 

“They were not prepared 
to accept the present 
structure of our society. 

“So we had no option but 

to step in with our soldiers 
to maintain order. 

“That, after all, is one of 
our roles as princes and 
governors. 

“Even Martin Luther 
reminded us in a widely 
read treatise ‘that our role 
is to maintain order – and 
that could sometimes even 
come to putting down 
uprisings with force.’” 

“And that’s what we did.”

Over	the	past	few	years	The	Wi'enberger	has	kept	
readers	up	to	date	about	what	is	now	being	called	
the	Peasant	Uprising.		We	have	tried	to	report	fairly	
about	the	unrest	that	led	up	to	it,	and	the	figh;ng	
itself.	
Now	that	it	has	at	last	run	its	devasta;ng	course	we	
think	that	some	evalua;on	of	what	has	taken	place	
would	be	appropriate.	 	An	evalua;on	 including	 its	
causes,	the	influences	that	may	have	been	at	work	
all	the	;me	behind	the	scenes,	and	what	impact	it	
all	may	have	on	the	future.	
That	is	the	focus	of	this	par;cular	edi;on.

THE FIGHTING IS 
OVER

“IT WAS OUT OF 
CONTROL”
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“BOTH SIDES 
OVERSTEPPED THEIR 

BOUNDS”
In the wake of the 

disastrous defeat of the 
peasant uprising both sides 
are claiming support from 
Luther.  So we needed to 
speak with him. 

Martin Luther told our 
reporter that both the 
princes and the peasants 
went too far. 

“ T h a t o v e r - r e a c t i o n 
resulted in the devastating 
loss of life we have just 
witnessed.” 

He said he had been 
trying for some time now to 
tell both sides to back off. 

“I fully supported the aims 
and goals of the peasants.  
And I can understand their 
impatience at the lack of 
change. 

“But they were trying to 
move things along too 
quickly. 

“It all needed to be done 
decently and in order, with 
negotiation, and by means 
of changes in the laws. 

“I tried to explain that 
economic chaos will not 
achieve anything.  Even if 
the rulers are unjust there 
is no excuse for rebellion,” 

he said. 
Luther also spoke about 

his visit to Thuringia last 
month. There he heard 
reports about what had 
been happening in other 
places. 

“ T h e s c a l e o f t h e 
destruction and lawless-
ness appalled me’” he said. 

“That’s why he supports 
the civil authorities in their 
work and God-given duty of 
keeping order.  Even if that 
means having to put down 
rebellion.” 

“But,” he stressed, “I 
didn’t envisage the violent 
and murderous way in 
which the princes and their 
armies confronted the 
peasants. 

"I certainly don’t condone 
the way in which they have 
carried out their duties. 

“I had tried to make the 
ruling authorities aware of 
the in just ice and the 
oppression that many 
people have been suffering 
at their hands. 

“I pleaded with them," he 
sa id , “ t o mend the i r 
overbearing ways. 

“I don’t understand why 
they haven’t been taking 
urgent and drastic steps to 
bring about the social 
reform we need. 

“And now so many 
p e a s a n t s h a v e b e e n 
murdered. 

“The whole sorry affair 
greatly distresses me.” 

EDITORIAL 
The end of the peasant uprising certainly 

made clear who’s in control in our region. 
What isn’t so clear is whether this wholesale 

loss of life will produce any lasting social 
reforms.  Especially improvement in the welfare 
of those in our society who lack the standard of 
life and justice that’s shared by most of our 
citizens. 

This injustice was the underlying reason for 
the upheaval we’ve endured over the past few 
years. 

However, already I see a few indications that 
the uprising may not have been in vain. 

Order and control have been re-instated.  In 
itself that probably means very little.  But if it 
provides an environment for genuine change to 
occur, then that will be significant. 

Martin Luther has made clear what action he 
considers the authorities should take.  And only 
those governing powers are able to bring about 
the changes we need.  The fact that Luther has 
great public support seems to me to add 
urgency to the implementation of the 
improvements he’s suggesting. 

At least our own City Council and City Church 
have been very quick to work on possible 
social reforms, and to let us know their thinking 
for future welfare measures in our city (see the 
next page). 

I regard all this as a positive initial outcome 
from the disaster of the peasant uprising. 

But I guess we will have to wait to see if and 
when any of this – or any other positive change 
– actually happens.

Wi Fi 
- Reliable, speedy 

service 
- The latest in net 

technology 
- Equipment to 
maximise bites 

Wittenberg 
Fishing

Boating On The Elbe CLUB 

THE BOTE REGATTA 
will be held as scheduled 

on the third weekend of next month 

(by then the debris littering the river, as a result of the 
uprising, will be cleared up) 

Aspiring participants have just 2 weeks 
to register their water craft 

to submit the names of their crew 
to take out appropriate insurance 

and to sign the BOTE indemnity forms
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
I DON’T UNDERSTAND 

LIFE 
We protestants (as we 

are being called) have 
stood together with Luther 
against Rome.  And we 
have suffered a lot in the 
process. 

But now we’ve found 
ourselves fighting against 
our fellow protestants in the 
peasant uprising. 

And all of us are claiming 
to have Luther on our side. 

Does that make any 
sense to you?  Please, 
please, tell me if it does. 

I Wanta Understand 
- - - - - 

SITTING ON THE FENCE 
Come on, Martin, now 

isn’t the time to sit on the 
fence. 

You haven’t done that in 
the past.  So why are you 
doing it now? 

You have to come out in 
support of e i ther the 
princes or the peasants. 

It seems to me you're on 
the side of the princes.  But 
you’ve certainly said and 

written some scathing 
things against both sides. 

Whose side are you on?  
Really on? 

Freddie Fenceless 

- - - - - 
WHAT’S MOST 
IMPORTANT 

I’ve seen our city and our 
country arguing, and even 
fighting, about issues that 
are really important. 

And we’re having trouble 
agreeing on those issues.  
The opinions on both sides 
are too strong for that. 

And they end up dividing 
us – deeply dividing us. 

So it makes me wonder if 
we humans are always 
going to be divided. 

Will there always be 
something that keeps us 
apart, separated, dis-
united? 

Or is this happening 
because we get stuck on 
arguing about things that 
are of lesser importance? 

Maybe we still haven't 
really got to the bedrock of 
what it is that is even more 

The WITTENBERG F.I.B. CLUB 
has organized a 

DONATION STALL 
at the weekly city markets 

to assist those who are 
finding daily living difficult 

Contributors	are	invited	to	donate	fresh	produce	
Customers	are	invited	to	freely	help	themselves	
(or	they	may	wish	to	leave	a	monetary	dona;on)	

and remember Fresh Is Best

important. 
And if that is so, will we 

ever get there? 
Dig Deeper 

- - - - - 
SPOUSE UP 
I’d like to highly support 

the efforts of the Spouse 
up your Life programme. 

And I want to encourage 
anyone who’s wondering 
about the wisdom of 
marrying a former monk or 
nun. 

I took that step over a 
year ago now. 

It has turned out to be 
the best thing that has 
ever happened to me. 

(My wife, who I think 
comple te ly shares my 
feelings, tells me it’s 1 year 2 
months and 3 days.) 

What a really crucial 
experience of life the 
m o n a s t i c c o m m u n i t y 
misses out on. 

And Luther has even 
followed my example! 

Orry Garno 
- - - - - 

GREAT HYMNS 
It’s really good to see 

Luther writing new hymns 
for us.  They are fresh, 
down to earth, understand-
able, and give voice to my 
faith! 

And the tunes are just 
like the songs we all like 
singing at the Beerhaus.  
Much better than the 
dreary chanting we’ve 
been used to. 

Keep it up, Martin! 
Sing Along Hans 

PEASANT ASSISTANCE
Both the Wittenberg 

City Council, and the 
Wittenberg City Church, 
are together looking at 
ways of improving the 
conditions for peasants 
living within the council 
area. 

This follows the brutal 
ending of the peasant 
uprising about a week 
ago. 

As a result of these 
talks, the Council is 
going to be issuing a 
Peasant Concession 
Card. 

Th is ca rd w i l l be 
available to widows of 
peasants who have died 
in the conflict, and to 
peasants who have 
been inflicted with a 
permanent disability. 

It is envisaged that 
this Concession card 
will provide discounts to 
card holders on a wide 

range of purchases and 
s e r v i c e s w i t h i n 
Wittenberg. 

Holders of these cards 
w i l l a l s o h a v e t o 
memorize a password 
(for security reasons) 
which will be needed 
whenever their card is 
used. 

A representative of the 
Council told us that as 
far as he knew a system 
like this has not been 
tried anywhere else. 

“Of course, there are 
sure to be teething 
problems,” he said.  
“ B u t t h e r e a r e n o 
reasons why it should 
not be effective.” 

“It promises to be a 
good welfare scheme 
for our peasants who 
are having difficulties 
making ends meet , 
whatever those ends 
may be.” 
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The Deaths of  two Luther Rescuers

FOR SALE 
T H E W I T T E N B E R G 

BOOKSHOP has copies of 
the Eight Song Book, in 
effect the first Protestant 
hymnal. 

T h i s h y m n a l i s a 
co l laborat ion between 
Martin Luther and Paul 
Speratus. 

It contains the words and 
music for 8 new hymns, 
including We all believe in 
one true God and From the 
depths of woe I cry to you. 

Spec ia l in t roduc tory 
prices apply. 

ADVANCE ADVICE 
Wi th rega rd t o t he 

MONTHLY HAPPY HOUR 
WITH MARTIN at the 

Wittenberg Beerhaus. 
Sadly, the last of these 

popular occasions will take 
place on the first Friday of 
next month. 

Martin thought this would 
be advisable because of 
his coming marriage.

- - - - NOTICES - - - -

On 13th June, the 
ma r r i age o f Ma r t i n 
Luther and Katharina 
von Bora will take place. 

Katharina is one of the 
12 nuns whom Luther 
was asked to smuggle 
out of a cloister at 
N imbschen in Apr i l 
1523. 

This was done at a 
t ime when assist ing 
nuns to break their vows 
w a s p u n i s h a b l e b y 
death.  So it was a risky 
undertaking. 

The plan hatched by 
Luther involved hiding 
the nuns in barrels that 
w e r e u s e d f o r 
t ransport ing p ick led 
herrings to and from the 
cloister. 

These nuns smuggled 
from Nimbschen were 
referred to, it seems, as 
the picked nunions. 

If reports are correct, 
Martin found himself in a 
bit of a pickle, too. 

T h e C E O o f t h e 
‘spouse up your life’ 
p r o g r a m m e i n 
Wittenberg gave him the 
task of finding husbands 
for the 9 nunions who 
joined the programme. 

His pickle intensified 
when almost 2 years 
later he st i l l hadn’t 
negotiated a suitable 
match for Katharina. 

Somehow she ‘let it 
slip’ that she would be 
happy to marry Martin.  
Now he was really in a 
pickle. 

Marriage was some-
thing the 41-year-old 
Martin had not even 
considered.  Now he 
had to th ink abou t 
practicing what he had 
been preaching. 

I t ’ s r epo r ted t ha t 
recently Martin was 
asked why he, a monk, 
had agreed to marry a 
nun. 

The reply he gave 
was, “because it would 
please my Dad, piss off 
the Pope, get the angels 
laughing, and make the 
devils weep”. 

The wedding will be 
he ld i n S t . Ma ry ’s 
C h u r c h h e r e i n 
W i t t e n b e r g .  I t ’ s 
expected that a large 
crowd will be there for 
the nuptials. 

Martin and Katie will 
set up their home in 
what was previously the 
Augustinian Cloister. 

This is an off-shoot from the series Newspapers from Biblical 
times published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  
Each is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) 
attempt to understand the society of that day, and to bridge the 
gap of time, by moving their society closer to ours.

The main inspiration and resource for this issue is the book, 
MARTIN LUTHER a wild boar in the Lord’s vineyard by Mark 
Worthing   Morning Star Publishing 2017. v.19

Two men who provided 
rescue for Martin Luther in 
two different situations 
have died recently. 

The first, Johann von 
Staupitz, died on 28th Dec. 
last year in Salzburg. 

He was the vicar general 
of the Augustinian Order 
and supervised Luther 
during a really difficult time 
in Luther’s life and faith. 

Luther was so consumed 
by guilt that at one time 
Luther said, “If it had not 
been for Dr. Staupitz, I 
would have sunk in hell.” 

Despite his personal 
support for Luther, Staupitz 
d i d n o t s u p p o r t h i s 
reformation. 

He remained a Roman 
Catholic and died as a 
monk. 

In his last letter to Luther 
last year he expressed 
disapproval about the 
d i r e c t i o n o f t h e 
reformation.  Especially 
w h a t h e s a w a s i t s 
destruction of the unity of 
the Christian Church.  

In 1522, he accepted an 
i n v i t a t i o n f r o m t h e 
Benedictines to join their 
order. 

He served as the Abbot 
of St Peter's in Salzburg 
until his death. 

The other rescuer is 
Frederick the Wise, our 

Letters to the editor 

REMINDER 
We	again	remind	

correspondents	that	
your	leEer	has	more	
chance	of	being	includ-
ed	if	you	do	NOT	write	
according	to	the	way	we	
speak,	thanks	to	our	
Teutonic	heritage.	

Please	use	SHORT	
sentences.

Martin Luther to be 
MARRIED

Elector.  He orchestrated 
Luther’s abduction to the 
Wartburg Castle following 
his appearance at the Diet 
of Worms 

This abduction kept 
Luther in a safe and secret 
place while his life was in 
danger. 

And it enabled Luther to 
begin work on his German 
translation of the Bible. 

Frederick died earlier this 
month (on 5th) and was laid 
to rest in the Schlosskirche 
C e m e t e r y h e r e i n 
Wittenberg.


