
Tuesday, 14th April, 1522

The Wittenberger
VIOLENCE CURBED! 

EXTREMISTS EXPELLED!
The five leaders of an 

extremist religious cell in 
Wittenberg have been sent 
packing. 

T h e y h a d b e e n 
instrumental in inciting 
destructive and violent 
actions on our streets and 
in our church buildings. 

Their goal was a radical 
revolution of our present 
way of life.  And they 
wanted it done as quickly 
as possible. 

Their campaign began 
with the overthrow of many 
w o r s h i p t r a d i t i o n s 
regarding vestment and 
fasting. 

Then it moved on to 

r e m o v i n g i m a g e s , 
paintings, and crucifixes 
from church buildings. 

It even escalated into 
o v e r t u r n i n g a l t a r s , 
harassing priests and those 
going into churches to pray, 
and rioting in the streets. 

Church and secu lar 
au thor i t i es have now 
stepped in and broken up 
this extremist cell. 

T h e l o c a l l e a d e r , 
Andreas Carlstadt, a lay 
preacher, agreed, for the 
sake of good order, to 
accept a transfer to the 
parish in Orlamünde. 

Pastor Gabriel Zwilling 
was sent to Altenburg, after 

agreeing to one or two 
conditions. 

And the three ‘prophets’, 
as they called themselves, 
(Nicholas Storch, Thomas 
Dreschel and Markus 
Stübner) have boldly made 
known their opposition to 
the authorities, and noisily 
left town. 

They arrived here in 
Wittenberg on 27th Dec. 
after being exiled from the 
town of Zwickau for similar 
disruption there. 

The City Counci l is 
hopeful that order will now 
be restored, and the 
peaceful progress of the 
Reformation can resume. 

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
BY LAW the following 
writings by Dr Luther 

are to be burnt: 

-	To	the	Chris,an	Nobility	
-	The	Babylonian	

Cap,vity	of	the	Church	
-	Freedom	of	the	

Chris,an	
-	German	Transla,ons	of	
the	Books	of	the	New	

Testament	

If you come across 
any of these 

publications please 
bring them to our 

store to be dealt with 
as they deserve 

                    
Wittenberg 
Bookshop 

. . . “THANKS TO LUTHER!”
The Wittenberg City 

Council are claiming that 
our present freedom from 
extremist violence is due to 
Luther.  And maybe they 
are in position to know. 

The Council represent-
tative to whom our reporter 
spoke was positive that our 
bold Reformer was the one 
w h o , “ a l m o s t s i n g l e -
handedly.” restored order to 
our city. 

Frederick, our Elector, 
made some efforts, we 
were told, to bring about 

some kind of law and 
order. 

But he achieved nothing. 
He gave instructions 

before Christmas that 
changes in worship could 
only be made after all 
those responsible had 
agreed to them. 

Again, on 13th February, 
he ordered that no more 
changes were to be made, 
and he banned Carlstadt 
from preaching. 

Bu t he was s imp ly 

ignored by the extremists. 
While all this was going 

on, Luther, still hiding in the 
Wartburg Castle, was sure 
he cou ld defuse the 
situation. 

But he was advised to 
stay in hiding. 

Eventually he realized 
that things were so bad he 
had to act.  He came out of 
hiding, arriving in our city 
on 6th March. 

“His appearance,” our 
reporter was told, “was the 

turning point.  Our citizens 
trusted his advice, and 
were overjoyed to have 
him back.” 

Luther preached every 
day for eight days calling 
the people to live in a 
peaceful and orderly way, 
as stated in Scripture. 

The whole town hung 
upon his words. 

With the Reformer back, 
order was restored. 

The leaders o f the 
extremists found that they 
had lost their power. 

More importantly, now 
they are gone. 
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SPOUSE UP YOUR 
LIFE

Many who formerly lived 
the monast ic l i fe are 
seeking to spouse up their 
life with a marriage partner. 

L u t h e r h a s b e e n 
suggesting that monks and 
nuns should renounce their 
vows of obedience, chastity 
and poverty. 

These vows, he claims, 
do not lead to a higher 
spiritual life, as is claimed 
by the church.  In fact, they 
hinder it. 

They do not allow a 
person to use their God-
given gifts God in service to 
the people around them. 

Serving others in one’s 

ordinary life, he said, is the 
best way to give glory to 
God. 

Many monasteries in our 
city and around the country 
have been forced to close 
their doors in the wake of 
this unprecedented wave of 
vow renunciation. 

As a service to these 
people, and to anyone else 
who might be in a similar 
situation, the city church in 
Wittenberg has set up a 
‘meet your future spouse’ 
programme. 

It is there for anyone who 
would like to spouse up 
their life. 

LUTHER’S OPPOSITION TO 
THE EXTREMISTS 

The Wittenberger was eager to understand the 
differences between Luther and the extremists.  
Many who supported his Reformation also 
supported what the extremists were doing.  Why 
didn’t he?  Dr. Luther kindly agreed to be 
interviewed.  He invited us to his ‘office’ at the 
Wittenberg Beerhaus one evening last week. 

It’s impossible to use these pages to bring you 
even close to the experience of that interview. 

The Beerhaus was overflowing with citizens all 
wanting to listen to him.  The beer was flowing 
freely, music and singing filled the rooms, many 
were playing cards, laughter and jokes and good-
natured banter swirled around.  But Luther was 
always the centre of attention. 

We can do little more than quote his most 
memorable utterances during that evening. 

★ Many things the extremists stand for I agree 
with.  What I object to is their method of 
achieving it all. 

★ They want changes NOW.  But it takes time 
to achieve change now. 

★ I’m calling for a Reformation, not a 
revolution. 

★ Violence is never a good way to achieve 
anything.  Paul tells us to do things decently 
and in order. 

★When you are told that things like drinking 
beer, playing cards, singing, and dancing 
are sins, then sin boldly – because they’re 
not sins at all. 

★ Priests who won’t allow parishioners to have 
fun in their life are bums. 

★ All that comes out of the mouths of the 
fanatics are words about the Spirit. I think 
they have swallowed him – feathers and all. 

★ The fanatics claim spirit, spirit, spirit; I hold 
to the Word of God alone. 

★ The fanatics claim we can do only what the 
Bible tells us to do; I say we are free to do 
anything the Bible does not forbid. 

★ The highest spiritual life you can live is not 
being locked away in a monastery; it is using 
your gifts in ordinary life to help others. 

★What is my next step for the Reformation?  
Finishing the translation of the Bible into 
German.  I want everyone to have the 
pleasure, and the right, of reading the Word 
of God for themselves.

WITTENBERG BEERHAUS 
To celebrate the return of Brother Martin 

the monthly 

HAPPY HOUR with MARTIN 
has been resumed 

on the first Friday of each month

The SEARCH for 
KNIGHT GEORGE 

GOES ON
Rumours of a reclusive 

Knight George staying at 
the Wartburg Castle for the 
past year or so have been 
confirmed, fairly recently, 
as being correct. 

But now new rumours 
are circulating that he’s no 
longer there.  It seems he 
has suddenly disappeared 
into thin air. 

There have been one or 

two reported sitings of him 
near Wittenberg. 

Now Martin Luther has 
admitted that he had some 
contact with Knight George 
while he was hidden away 
in the same Castle. 

Luther has agreed to 
offer the authorities any 
help he can in discovering 
the whereabouts of this 
elusive Knight.
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EDITORAL 
It has been a great achievement to have 

order restored in our city.  We can do without 
the constant incitements to violence we have 
heard and seen over past months. 

However, there still seems to be some unrest 
simmering below the surface within our 
country. 

And I suggest that the vast majority of our 
citizens understand why that unrest is there.  
And they largely support the complaints of 
those who are speaking out. 

Those who are most vocal, of course, are the 
peasants in our country.  They are the ones 
who are suffering under the injustice of our 
present social system.  For a long time they 
have silently suffered their lot in life. 

But now they are daring to call for something 
to be done.  They are saying it is about time 
that their appalling and unjust conditions come 
to an end. 

And they are right.  As a society, we have not 
addressed the things we know are wrong and 
unjust and oppressive against many of our 
citizens. 

I understand the peasants’ impatience.  By 
the same token, I also realize it takes time for 
society to react to fix things. 

And that’s what is worrying me.  Are those 
who hold the power going to act?  Or will the 
down-trodden run out of patience? 

I’m afraid of the possible consequences of 
any more inaction.

 Wittenberg Bookshop 
announces a new range of

illustrated posters

each depicting a significant saying 
of Martin Luther

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
TURMOIL RULES 
Just a few years ago our 

church community was 
such a peaceful place.  We 
knew what we should do, 
we knew what the church 
expected of us. 

But now it’s all a mess. 
First the church was 

wrong about indulgences.   
Then about repentance.  
Then about monastic life.  
Now the way we worship is 
all wrong.  And we are 
arguing about whether we 
should have crosses and 
paintings in our churches. 

There are so many 
p e o p l e a l l s p r o u t i n g 
different ideas that are 
supposed to be the truth. 

We have Reformers, 
P r o t e s t o r s , P a p i s t s , 
Ex t rem is t s , Fana t i cs , 
Prophets – all arguing with 
each other. 

And each individual is 
supposed to act according 
to their own conscience, 
despite what the Pope 
decrees. 

And when I wake up 
tomorrow, what other things 
are going to be wrong?  
What new group will be 

there to rage against new 
errors? 

I fail to see how anyone 
can claim that reformation 
(the in word now), or 
change, is good for us. 

Everything USED to be 
so peaceful! 

Watta Mess 
- - - - - 

FORBIDDEN BLISS 
I have been able to get 

hold of a copy of Luther’s 
new German version of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel.  Which I 
intend to burn! 

But what a great read it 
was - and still is.  I’m 
amazed at the picture it 
paints of Jesus.  I never 
realized the Bible was like 
this. 

Anyone want to read my 
copy before I burn it?  I’m 
happy to share it. 

Hans Schmidtke 
- - - - - 

LUTHER JOY 
I just want to express my 

joy at having Martin back 
with us.  Having him to 
keep things on the right 
track is very comforting. 

Luther Fan 

RIOTING GEAR 
NOW open in Wittenberg
The complete range of 

WEAPONS and CLOTHING 
for attack and defence 

NEW and USED to satisfy all budgets 

we BUY and SELL 

LET US EQUIP YOU
for every just and good cause

For	the	ordinary	German	

MARTIN LUTHER 
speaks about his time of hiding at the 

Wartburg Castle 
next Sunday evening at Wittenberg city church



Page 4

WHARF UPGRADE

TOURIST HOT SPOT 
THE BLACK BEAR INN, 

just outside Jena, has been 
verified as a place visited 
by the famous Knight 
George. 

Visitors requesting the 
meal ordered by the Knight 
when he ate there, will also 
be served one glass of the 
ale he imbibed, at no extra 
cost. 

Tourist groups of more 
than eight are advised to 
book ahead. 

TAXI FARES 
THE WITTENBERG TAXI 

Co. has been forced to 
increase most of its fares 
from the beginning of next 
month. 

This is chiefly due to the 
present steep rise in the 
cost of fodder. 

We are proud of all the 
s e r v i c e s w e o f f e r .  

Especially our Horse Cabs, 
Taxi Wagons, Ride Yourself 
services, Pony Express 
services, Mule Haulage, 
a n d g u a r d - e s c o r t e d 
services. 

We look forward to 
continuing to serve you in 
the future. 

Wittenberg Taxi Co. 

EMPLOYMENT 
WANTED 

EIGHT MONKS AND 
TEN NUNS, who have 
given up the monastic life, 
seek employment. 

They have been trained 
in obedience, poverty and 
silence; but look for jobs 
that don’t require these 
qualities. 

S o m e f a v o u r 
employment in education, 
home-help, or nursing.  
Some would find it hard to 
have to relate to children. 

Wittenberg University 
offers a new course on 

Evangelical Theology 
of special interest to foreign students 

PROSPECTUS OF ALL OUR COURSES 
 now available

- - - - NOTICES - - - -

The Wittenberg City 
Council is considering 
an upgrade to the 
Wharf on the River 
Elbe. 

At their last meeting, 
a report on the state of 
the wharf showed that 
major repairs need to 
be carried out. 

Other concerns lie 
with the present size 
of the wharf. 

Latest projections 
indicate that the city’s 
dependence on river 
traffic will continue to 
increase. 

R i v e r t r a f f i c i s 
recognized as the best 

and most economical 
means for commerce. 

In enables produce 
and materials to be 
brought in, and allows 
the selling of products 
to other towns on the 
river. 

Some people are 
suggesting that the 
wharf, and even the 
entire wharf environs, 
be improved. 

The counc i l has 
appointed a Wharf 
T h i n k T a n k t o 
consider an upgrade 
for the wharf, bearing 
in mind the city’s 
financial resources.  

The LUCAS CRANACH 
Art Studio 

capturing those special people 
and those special moments 

in charcoal, water colours, oils 

also specialising in landscapes and 
still life to adorn your home

This is an off-shoot from the series Newspapers from Biblical 
times published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  
Each is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) 
attempt to understand the society of that day, and to bridge the 
gap of time, by moving their society closer to ours.

The main inspiration and resource for this issue is the book, 
MARTIN LUTHER a wild boar in the Lord’s vineyard by Mark 
Worthing   Morning Star Publishing 2017. v.19

They can be contacted at 
t h e W i t t e n b e r g C i t y 
Church. 

SWISS THERAPY 
DR. HENRI SHURFF 

offers traditional, well-
researched and proven 
Swiss Therapies for many 
ailments and complaints. 

These therapies are 
increasing in popularity in 
throughout the country 

H i s c l i n i c , i n t h e 
Wittenberg City Medical 
Centre, is a bulk-billing 
clinic. 

REAL ESTATE 
W e a r e f a c i n g a n 

unprecedented demand for 
accommodation for single 

persons. 
We are seeking listings 

of units, flats, rooms, 
suitable for this purpose. 

Snowy White & Co. 

LEISURE ACTIVITIES 
GET THE MOST out of 

our River Elbe. 
We have all your needs 

covered. 
Swimming, 
Fishing, 
Yabbying, 
Boating, 
Rowing, 
Sailing, 
Riverside hiking, 
Wildlife grasslands, 
Conservation areas, 
and more. 
Elbe River World 


