
Tuesday, 30th November, 1517 

The Wittenberger
A Celebrity in a Month

His parents,Hans and 
Margaretha Luther, live 
at Mansfield. 

They told our reporter 
that from 1501 Martin 
studied at the University 
of Erfurt gaining a BA 
and an MA. 

Hans advised his son 
to study law.  But soon 
after he started (he was 
22 years old) he was 
caught in a thunder-
storm.  He was so 
terrified that he made a 
promise to become a 
monk, if he was spared. 

Hans said he couldn’t 

Just four weeks ago not many people, even here in Saxony, had heard 
of Martin Luther.  But now people as far away as Rome are speaking 
about him.  His 95 Dot Points have made him a celebrity. 

This issue of The Wittenberger is devoted to providing important details 
about Luther as a man, what he stands for, and why he has created such 
a fuss in Christendom.

Martin Luther . . . . his career 
We spoke to his parents, to the head of the Order to which he belongs, 

and to one of his colleagues at the university at which he teaches.

convince Martin that he 
didn’t need to keep that 
promise. 

“I was disappointed 
when he entered the 
monastery.  I thought it 
was a waste of life.  But 
I’m proud of him now.  
He’s stirring things up!” 

Johannes von Stau-
pitz is both the head of 
the Augustinian Order 
that Martin entered in 
1505, and Martin’s father 
confessor. 

He told our reporter 
Luther was appointed as 
the Professor of the 
B i b l e a t t h e n e w 
Wittenberg University in 
1508. 

“At the moment, he’s a 
p r e a c h e r a t t h e 
monastery, and he also 
preaches daily at the city 
church in Wittenberg.  
He supervises the study 
of novices and friars, 
and is the Pr ior of 
eleven monasteries.  He 
is responsible for his 
monastery’s fish farm at 
Leitzkau. 

“Recently he repre-
sented the people of 
Herzberg at court in 
Torgau. 

“ A n d h e ’ s b u s y 
lecturing on Books of the 
Bible at the university 
a n d w r i t i n g a 
commentary on the 
Psalms. 

“So, you see,” Herr 
von Staupitz explained, 
“we keep him busy – 
because he’s a hard 
worker.  He relates well 
with his students, and he 
is becoming one of the 
most popular lecturers at 
the university. 

“His biggest problem 
( r i g h t f r o m h i s 
acceptance into the 
monastery) was finding 
peace with God.  But 
he’s solved that problem 
now – and everyone is 
hearing about it!” 

Andreas Carlstadt is 
the head of the Faculty 
o f Theo logy a t the 
Wittenberg University, 
and a co l league of 
Luther. 

He revealed to our 
reporter that Mart in 
often sought out other 
lecturers with whom he 
could share his ideas 
a n d i n s i g h t s i n t o 
Scripture.  And then 
argue with them until he 
became sure of the 
meaning of the Word. 

Luther became con-
v i n c e d t h a t s o m e 
practices of the church 
are wrong. 

And his trip to Rome 
s e v e n y e a r s a g o 
created a sense of 
disillusionment with the 
church and the Papacy. 

Andreas thought that 
Luther was obsessed 
with getting the meaning 
of the Bible right.  “Now 
look where it’s got him!”
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. . . Becoming a Celebrity 
We were able to interview Martin to ask him about his catapult into 

fame.  Our reporter caught up with him in the Wittenberg Beerhaus.  He 
sat there with his glass of beer, his plate of bratwurst, and bowl of 
sauerkraut, surrounded by his fans.  He also had his lute with him to 
accompany his fans in popular songs.  Occasionally he even 
accompanied himself as he sang some of his own protest songs against 
the errors of the church.  The favourite proved to be: The coins may 
ring, but souls don’t spring.

Wittenberger Cartoon

A tiny thumb tack for the 
church door; 
a thumping middle-finger 
shaft for the Pope.

Thank you, Martin, for 
allowing me to speak to 
you.  I want to ask right 
at the start: 

What’s it like to have 
so many people in this 
p a r t o f t h e w o r l d 
speaking about you? 

Well, it was never 
intended to turn out like 
this.  The 95 Dot Points 
were meant to begin a 
l o c a l d i s c u s s i o n 
amongst scholars here 
in this town.  Nothing 
more. 

Now, I suppose, that 
w i l l n e v e r h a p p e n .  
Who’d expect such a 
fuss to be made over 
such a normal practice 
of raising issues for 
theological debate! 

Can’t you still have 
your local debate? 

No, not now.  So many 
will want to have their 
say.  And justify their 
wrong practices.  It will 
become political – and 
nasty.  The friendly 
debate I had in mind will 
never take place. 

Why has it all gone 
wrong?  What destroyed 

the friendly debate? 
Well, I can only point 

the finger at our modern 
technology.  I under-
stand our local printer 
somehow got hold of a 
copy of my 95 Dot 
Points.  He translated it 
i n t o G e r m a n , a n d 
printed thousands of 
copies in German as 
well as Latin. 

So almost overnight 
everyone in our country 
knew what I had written.  
And of course, they 
expect a great fight to 
follow.  Unfortunately, 
that’s now bound to 
happen. 

I even hear plans are 
under way to translate 
my 95 dot points into 
English and even some 
S c a n d i n a v i a n l a n -
guages.  What a mess 
this is becoming! 

But here you are 
enjoying yourself as if 
you’re not upset at all. 

Well, I tell myself to 
come in here and enjoy 
my Wittenberg beer, and 
leave it to God to fix up 
t h e m e s s t h a t h a s 
resulted. 

You didn’t anticipate 
that something like this 
would happen? 

Not at all.  I thought 
the Pope would be 
against the sale of 
Indulgences just as 
much as I am. 

I never imagined he 
h a d a p p r o v e d t h i s 
money-making scheme.  
What a naïve monk I 
am! 

And it can’t be undone 
and started again. 

No, it can’t.  Some are 
even suggesting that my 
opinions are even very 
similar those of to John 
Hus.  As you know, he 
was burnt at the stake! 

So, your life could be 
in danger?  It’s only 
taken a few weeks for 
you to end up with your 
life in danger. 

All the more reason for 
me to enjoy my beer, my 
singing, and my friends 
here, and leave it to God 
to get me through. 

You know, this whole 
thing amazes me.  I just 
wanted to fix a few 
errors in our church in 
Saxony. 

But give me another 
month or so and I’ll 
probably be accused of 
heresy and face the 
stake. 

And why?  Because it 
turns out the entire 
church, from the Pope 
down, is full of those 
errors. 

LOCAL
OPINION

While we were in the 
Beerhaus we also asked 
some of the patrons 
what they thought of the 
situation Luther’s facing.  
Here’s a selection of 
their opinions. 

I unde rs tand t ha t 
Martin will save us quite 
a lot of money.  So I’m in 
favour of whatever he's 
proposing.  Hans 

I think he’s facing more 
than he can deal with – 
through no fault of his 
own.  Karl 

I can’t wait to hear 
about the next lot of 
errors he sees in the 
church.  Gretel 

We’re going to give 
him all the support we 
can.  Lisbeth 

I don’t think he should 
get into trouble just for 
speaking out.  He didn’t 
take a vow of silence, 
did he?  Anna 

It isn’t fair that our 
Professor Luther may be 
called a heretic.  He 
plays the lute and sings 
too well to be that.  And 
isn’t he a monk?  Kris 
and Dieter 

Schmidt and Schiller 
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Employing only
the schmartest and the schrewdest minds
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Our Celebrity faces Opposition 
The wide and rapid distribution of The 95 Dot Points has produced a growing wave of 

opposition.  And in many cases there is plenty of heat in this opposition.  So a quiet and friendly 
discussion at Wittenberg became impossible when professors and scholars from all around the 
church were stirred up.  The Wittenberger sent reporters to identify and talk to the chief sources 
of the opposition against Luther.

The Dominican Monastic Order
It’s well known that the 

Dominicans have quite a 
different background and 
teach ings f rom the 
Augustinian Order (to 
which Luther belongs). 

It’s also well known 
that there’s considerable 
competition between the 
two Orders for the upper 
hand in various areas of 
influence in the church. 

O u r r e p o r t e r w a s 
privileged, when visiting 
t h e D o m i n i c a n 
M o n a s t e r y h e r e a t 
Wittenberg to be able to 
speak with Johannes 
Tetzel. 

He’s an inf luential 
leader of the Order, and 
the overseer of the sale 
of indulgences in this 
area. 

Tetzel was quick to 
express his anger at the 
Augustinians, and partic-
ularly at Luther. 

Tetzel is sure to be a 
formidable and vocal 
opponent of Luther over 
h is cr i t ic ism of the 
p r a c t i c e o f s e l l i n g 
indulgences. 

He will be behind or 
strongly support any 
attempt to silence Luther 
with the threat of heresy. 

Bishop Albrecht of Brandenberg
Following the trail of 

indulgences led The 
Wittenberger to Bishop 
Albrecht. 

He’s presently the 
bishop of 2 German 
territories (Magdeburg 
and Halberstadt). 

But he’s also seeking 
the territory of Mainz - 
which be an expensive 
acquisition. 

However, w i th h is 

i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e 
selling of indulgences it’s 
likely he’ll be able to 
achieve his desire. 

The las t th ing he 
wants to hear is Luther’s 
claims that the practice 
of indulgences is a rip-
off, and contrary to the 
message of the Bible. 

Bishop Albrecht will be 
a powerful opponent of 
Luther. 

The Pope, Leo X
Of course, we haven’t 

been able to speak with 
the Pope himself, and 
none of his represen-
tatives agreed to be 
interviewed. 

But we have been able 
to confirm the Pope's 
authorization of plenary 

indulgences. 
So he will not welcome 

Luther’s criticism, and 
w i l l n e e d t o d o 
something about it. 

The Pope is sure to 
b e c o m e t h e m o s t 
formidable of Luther’s 
opponents. 

EDITORIAL 
Can Luther Survive This Opposition?

Luther is becoming 
more and more aware of 
his opponents.  And of 
the power they have. 

“At times,” he told our 
reporter, “I get quite 
depressed about my 
chances of making any 
impact at all on the 
errors which I believe 
need to be corrected.” 

But he thinks that the 
sudden publishing of his 
9 5 D o t P o i n t s h a s 
caught his opponents by 
surprise.  And this may 
be an advantage to his 
cause, though only for a 
short time. 

H e k n o w s h i s 
Augustinian Order is 
totally behind him. “They 
are providing,” he said, 
“amazing friend-ship 
and support”. 

Further investigations 
by The Wittenberger 
have discovered what 
w e b e l i e v e i s t h e 
g rea tes t p ro tec t i on 
Luther could yet receive. 

And it comes from an 
unexpected source.   
Our Elector here in 
Saxony, Frederick the 
Wise. 

T h e r e a r e t h r e e 
reasons why Frederick 
could offer him support 
and protection.  At least, 
as we read the present 
situation. 

- Frederick has not 
allowed indulgences to 
be sold in Saxony.  The 
reason i s p robab ly 

financial rather than 
agreement with Luther.  
H o w e v e r , t h i s i s 
something positive for 
Luther. 

- Frederick has report-
edly made it clear that 
he sees his role as 
making sure that Luther, 
like any other citizen, 
receives a fair hearing 
and a just trial, if it 
comes to that. 

- Frederick also seems 
to be of the opinion, 
f r o m w h a t w e c a n 
gather, that his job is not 
to do the work of the 
church. 

If the church, or the 
Pope, need to discipline 
Luther, then they are the 
ones who will have to do 
it. 

Frederick is reported 
to have said, “I am not 
going to be doing the 
church’s dirty work”. 

SO, will Luther be 
able to survive the 
storm that’s beginning 
to rage around him? 

It’s probably far too 
e a r l y t o a n s w e r a 
question like that. 

All we know is that he 
does face significant and 
powerful opposition. 

But he has appreciable 
ground-swell support 
from ordinary people, 
who object to the buying 
of indulgences. 

And Frederick is there 
in the background!
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What is the issue? 
What exactly is causing all the commotion 

around Luther?  What is the crucial issue in his 
95 Dot Points? 

Our reporter visited the Augustinian Monastery 
here in Wittenberg and spoke with a number of 
colleagues and supporters of Luther.  Luther 
excused himself because he said he needed to 
be doing ‘other urgent things’. 

Here are our questions, and their responses.

Look, I’ve really enjoy-
ed your home brew 
(and, thank you, I will 
take a keg with me) but 
now I need to get to the 
bottom of the events of 
the last month. 

What is the commotion 
all about?  Really about? 

Well, that’s an easy 
one to answer.  Money! 

Important people are 
noticing that since the 
Dot Points cash is no 
longer f lowing f rom 
Germany to Rome. 

To build the grand new 
Basilica of St. Peter. 

And the money has 
stopped flowing because 
of Luther’s claims that 
indulgences are useless. 
Buying them is a waste 
of time?  Right? 

Sure.  He says they’re 
not worth the paper they 
are written on. 

Because there is no 
purgatory; no place 
where people have to 
pay for their sins. 

And good people do 
not create a reservoir of 
goodness. 

So the church cannot 
dip into any reservoir of 
goodness to hand out 
that goodness to people 
who are told they need 
it. 

Okay, so what is the 
basis on which Luther 
makes all these claims?  
Why is the church (or 
parts of it) so wrong? 

The simple answer is 
one word.  Grace! 

If there IS a reservoir 
of goodness, what it 
holds is the goodness of 
Jesus. 

And he offers that 
goodness to everyone. 

No one buys it.  Jesus 
gives it. 

No one is ABLE to buy 
it.  You can’t even begin 
to afford it.  Jesus gives 
it. 

That’s grace. 
And the church is 

wrong because they 
c l a im you have t o 
deserve grace from 
God. 

So INSTEAD of life 
becoming a constant 
effort of trying to earn or 
pay for goodness and 
mercy from God, life 
becomes a constant 
striving to show thanks 
to God for his gift of 
grace. 

Luther is making all 
these claims because 
he’s convinced this is 
what the Bible is really 
telling us. 

And he regards the 
B i b l e a s t h e f i n a l 
authority for what the 
church teaches, not 
Councils or Synods or 
even Popes – who have 
all been known to be 
wrong in the past. 

Thanks, all of you.  
Thanks for your partici-
pation. 

For the ordinary German 

MARTIN LUTHER 
simplifies The 95 Dot Points 

next	Sunday	evening	
at	the	Wi0enberg	city	church

- - - - NOTICES - - - -
FOR SALE 

I N D U L G E N C E S 
collected over many 
y e a r s .  To t a l l i n g 
thousands of years of 
release from purgatory. 

Second-hand, but still 
certified and valid. 

I am offering these for 
sale, all together or in 
part, for HALF what was 
paid for them. 

You will find me in the 
Wittenberg Beerhaus –
joyfully drinking and with 
a wheelbarrow full of 
papers. 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
Come and join in with 

us. 
THE MONKS of the 

Order of the Augustinian 
Hermits are holding 
s i lent and peacefu l 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s o f 
protest at any event at 
which Johannes Tetzel 
or the Dominicans are 

scheduled to preach 
about indulgences. 

They have banners 
and posters prepared 
for any who wish to join 
them. 

HAPPY HOUR 
THE BEERHAUS at 

Wittenberg will hold a 
monthly Happy Hour 
with Martin on the first 
Friday of each month. 

Patrons are invited to 
enjoy Brother Luther’s 
company, eating and 
drinking with him. 

And s i ng ing and 
dancing and listening to 
his lute playing. 

And hearing directly 
from him about his 
l a tes t t uss les w i t h 
c h u r c h a n d s t a t e 
authorities. 

A n d h o p e f u l l y 
celebrating with him his 
latest successes and 
victories. 

INTER-ORDER FOOTBALL OFF 
Next weekend’s football match in Wittenberg 

between the Dominicans and the Augustinians has 
been cancelled. 

This is because of the growing conflict between 
the two religious Orders over The 95 Dot Points. 

The chair of Football League said he regretted the 
decision.  He thought football should be above such 
petty religious disputes.

This is an off-shoot from the series Newspapers from Biblical 
times published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  
Each is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) 
attempt to understand the society of that day, and to bridge the 
gap of time, by moving their society closer to ours.

The main inspiration and resource for this issue is the book, 
MARTIN LUTHER a wild boar in the Lord’s vineyard by Mark 
Worthing   Morning Star Publishing 2017. v.19


