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For a long time I have been intrigued by the Old Testament prophets.  Their 
determination to make known the messages God revealed to them.  The unjust way in 
which they were treated, sometimes even suffering persecution, just because they 
dared to deliver these messages.  The demands God sometimes made upon them.  His 
intrusion into their lives. 

I’m keen to learn something about what it means to be a prophet.  How exactly did 
they become prophets?  Since their task was to proclaim messages from God, how did 
they get these messages?  How did they know they had got the message right?  How 
happy were they to pass these messages on?  Why did people react negatively to them 
and their messages?  How did they cope with the difficulties they faced simply because 
they were prophets?  Did they ever say no to God? 

If only I had access to their personal diaries.  That’s assuming they wrote diaries in the 
first place. 

That if-only thought became the break-through for me.  I could write their diaries for 
them!  And I could then find the answers to all my questions. 

One thought that never entered my mind was:  How on earth could YOU do that?  Is 
there even the slightest possibility that you could ever know what was going on in the 
minds of those prophets?  Of course, it’s far too late for those questions to arise now.  
The diaries have been written.  Perhaps they shouldn’t have been.  Nah, it’s been too 
much fun. 
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Nathan was a prophet working in the royal court during the reigns of King David 

and King Solomon.  One of his duties as a prophet was working in the archives.  
Together with the seers of the kingdom, they wrote up the official history of their kings, 
detailing their achievements both within the kingdom and among the nations that 
surrounded them.  The prophet also co-operated with the seers as supervisors of the 
temple music.  They ensured that the priests and Levites played their instruments and 
carried out their processions in keeping with God’s on-going instructions. 

But the chief role for any prophet was informing the king of any specific 
instructions from I AM, and supporting and guiding the king in his obedience to his 
God. 

Nathan played a significant role in three important events. 
The first was reviewing King David’s plans to build an impressive temple in which 

to house the Ark of the Covenant.  And, of course, Nathan approved the plans – a 
great idea!  But that night the word of I AM came to him.  God said NO to David’s 
temple.  Instead God would build a house for David, a dynasty to rule over Israel for 
ever. 

Then David plotted the secret death of a soldier, Uriah, so that he could marry 
his wife, Bathsheba.  Nathan was given the job of confronting the king with the crime 
he had committed. 

The third event was a plot with Bathsheba to prevent Adonijah from taking over 
the kingship after David’s death, despite David’s decree that Solomon would be the 
next king. 

These three events were significant because they involved Nathan in history-
changing situations.  But only one of them (the second) involves Nathan specifically 
in his role as a prophet.  So that’s the only event I’m interested in here.  I want to see 
what his diary records about this event, and what we can learn from it about the 
relationship between prophets and God. 

So here is that part of Nathan’s diary that deals with David’s adultery with 
Bathsheba and the murder of Uriah. 

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - 
 

 

NATHAN’S DIARY 
 
 

A message for King David.  This is the kind of work I like – delivering 

messages for I AM.  I reckon it’s the most important – and the most fulfilling – 

part of my job as a prophet.  I like the feeling of really co-operating with God as 

he makes things happen in his world – particularly among his people, the nation he 

has chosen. 

This is a message about David’s adultery with Bathsheba, and the murder of 

her husband, Uriah.  Of course, I had heard whispers floating around the palace 
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about this.  And I was anticipating that I AM may have something to say to him. 

But I’m still trying to get my head around his message for David. 

He wants me to express his deep displeasure about David’s actions, and to 

let him know about the consequences of his actions for himself and for the nation.  

Well, that’s the easy part. 

He also wants me to do it in such a way that David will feel free to admit his 

guilt.  I’m pretty sure that’s NOT going to be easy.  So I protested: 

How do I do that?  This has all been done in relative secrecy.  How do I get 

a king to admit to wrongdoing before it’s general knowledge?  Before he has to?  

Isn’t it still highly probable that David will get away with it all?  And he knows 

that!  Why admit his guilt now?  Why admit it at all? 

But God just went on with his instructions.  THEN tell David he has been 

forgiven. 

What?  Forgiven?  Just like that?  With hardly a rap on the knuckles?  Even 

before your threatened judgments, your decreed punishments, have come about?   

I could see I AM girding up his loins to leave. 

Wait a bit!  Do I have to go to David straight away?  Can I at least have a 

day or two to think this all through?  To get myself ready for this impossible 

task? 

I took the wave of his hand to be a sign of agreement. 

 

Today, at last, I feel better.  I haven’t slept much since I AM told me to 

speak to David.  I know David, and we get on well with each other.  But I’ve been 

worried that our friendship will only make it harder for me to confront him with 

his misdeeds. 

And I’ve been trying to get on top of I AM’s message; trying to understand 

it.  Trying to understand him.  How, according to God, is forgiveness related to 

punishment.  And how to explain that to a king. 

But then a story popped into my mind.  Maybe God popped it in – I like to 

think that’s what happened.  Now I know how to tackle David.  Now I’m confident 

about delivering God’s message.  So I’ve arranged to see David tomorrow. 

 

Well, it all went even better than I expected, far better than I expected.  

I’m amazed at David’s openness, and honesty, and his trust in I AM.  I stand in 

awe of God’s patience, and mercy, and his trust in David.  Probably it’s best if I 

just write out the appropriate part of our conversation as accurately as I can 

remember it. 
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Look, David, there’s a story I need to share with you.  It’s about Moses 

Moneybags and his poor as a temple-mouse neighbour.   
Ah, a hypothetical case.  I understand. 

In contrast to Moneybags’ flocks and herds the temple-mouse neighbour had 

just one lamb.  A family pet.  He treated it as one of his kids.  It ate with them, 

drank with them, even slept with them.  Temple-mouse regarded it as a daughter. 

Well, one day Moneybags had a guest staying overnight.  And for the evening 

meal, instead of preparing a lamb from his own flocks, this tight-fisted, penny-

pinching Moneybags took the temple-mouse’s pet daughter.  And served it up for 

the dinner.  The . . . 
Tell me who this Moneybags is!  This can’t remain a hypothetical case! 

Rarely have I seen the king so angry.  He’s certainly taken the bait.  And he 

isn’t finished yet. 
I promise you, he’ll repay that lamb three – no four times over.  He has no 

compassion, no pity – not a shred.  Really, he deserves to be strung up! 

David, calm down . . .  Now, listen carefully.  You, you are Moneybags. 
What? . . . What? .  . 

This is the message from I AM, the God of Israel.  I saved you from Saul.  I 

made you king over the whole of Israel, over both Israel and Judah.  I gave you 

all the riches that go along with being king.  I gave you wives and the king’s harem.  

And if you had wanted more, I was only too happy to do that. 
I’m?  Moneybags? . . .  Yes, God has made me rich, but . . . 

Why then have you treated me so shamefully, by doing what I have 

forbidden?  You have killed the temple-mouse, Uriah, and served up his beloved 

wife just for yourself. 
I’m compassionless Moneybags? . . .  Oh, maybe I am! 

You killed him with an Ammonite sword.  So, from now on a sword will always 

play a part in your dynasty – killing, murder, bloodshed.  You set the example by 

your sword-wielding disobedience against me.  Just because you wanted Uriah’s 

beloved wife. 
I didn’t think.  I only had eyes for the temple-mouse’s most precious 

treasure. 

I AM has one more thing to say:  Out of your own household troubles will 

come upon you.  I will let a friend of yours take your wives, right before your 

eyes, before the eyes of everyone.  What you did in secret, I will let happen in 

public, before the whole of Israel. 

Never have I seen the king so crushed.  And he doesn’t look as if he wants 

to justify himself.  I don’t know what to say, what to do.  So I say nothing.  Until 

he breaks the silence. 
I have sinned against I AM, my God. 
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What a response!  What more could God have wished for.  I can see his pain, 

his sorrow.  So I tell him the good news I AM wants him to hear. 

Well, I have good news for you.  I AM, our King, your King is a far more 

merciful King than even you are.  He forgives you.  He’s not going to strike you 

down.  He forgives you.  He’s going to stay with you, remain your God.  He’s not 

going to let your disobedience change anything between him and you. 

I can see the relief in his eyes.  I can see the wonder in his eyes.  To be let 

off so lightly!  To have his guilt removed!  The whole affair to be forgotten!  His 

crime forgotten!  What he did in secret to remain a secret!  It will be as if it had 

never happened! 

So I have more to tell him. 

But, there will be consequences.  Did you hear what I’ve just told you?  Did 

you hear the bad news? 

You’re living in a kingdom where, as king, you’ve put laws in place.  Laws that 

can’t be ignored.  Your forgiveness by God doesn’t cancel out your breaking of 

those laws – or the consequences of your actions. 

It’s only fair that some kind of punishment follows for what you have done.  

And that’s why the child that Bathsheba will bear will die.  That’s probably a 

punishment that will serve a good purpose.  Memory of that death will always 

remind you to think twice before you are tempted to do something like this again. 

I can see he’s having difficulty understanding what I’m saying.  I try again. 

Look, David, you need to realize that you’re living in two . . . in two . . . all I 

can think of is . . . two kingdoms.  One kingdom is ruled by God, and the values 

that are in place are mercy and forgiveness and forgetting of evil-doing. 

But at the same time, you are also living in a kingdom ruled by human kings.  

And here the values that are in place (even for you as king) revolve around justice, 

with laws and punishment.  So, I’m sorry to say, you have to suffer consequences 

for your actions.  In your life now, and in the future. 

Again, I see the sorrow and pain in his eyes.  And I wish there is something 

I could do to relieve it. 

But I have to continue. 

There will be consequences for our nation, too.  People are going to hear 

about your adultery, your murder, your secret scheming.  Secrets usually don’t 

remain secrets.  Some will be hurt by your actions, and some of those may want 

to strike back somehow, and try to get even.  Others may copy what you have 

done in order to get whatever it is they want for themselves. 

You see, you have let loose something you can’t control.  And no one has any 

idea of the pain and damage that other people may suffer as a result. 
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I can see he understands what I’m saying.   But he needs time to take it all 

in. 

But please, let me assure you of I AM’s forgiveness.  He will not let this 

affect his relationship with you. 

I’ll pop in again tomorrow and we can chat further. 
 

As I walked away I reckoned there were just as many thoughts flashing 

through my mind as there were in David’s.  Only I was wondering about how much 

harm and damage and heartache will be caused in our world as people hide, and 

cover over, and refuse to face up to, or even deny, the wrongs they do to others. 

And whether people will continue to think that as long as they have God’s 

forgiveness, they can ignore all the pain they have caused to other people. 


