
The 17th year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, the 2nd month 

THE NEWS FROM GALILEE 

The Caper Paper 
Produced in CAPERNAUM, the town known throughout Galilee as THE CAPER 

DOWNTURN IN THE 
ECONOMY 

‘Worse than usual’ 

 Mountain of  
MYSTERY 

- SLAVES FOR SALE - 
- SLAVES BOUGHT - 

Slave Traders International 
Visiting towns in Galilee next month 
Specializing in top class slaves from 

many parts of the world 
- slaves of all ages 

- slaves of all genders 
- slaves suited to indoors and outdoors 

- slaves trained and untrained 
- slaves native and exotic 

With resources for offering assistance 
when dealing with escaped slaves

Economists in Gali-
lee claim that last 
month’s sales figures 
show that our region 
has just gone through 
the biggest economic 
downturn in 10 years. 

The Manger of the 
local Galilee Bank, Mr. 
West Pack, said it is 
becoming increasingly 
difficult for businesses 
to cope with a sig-
nificant downturn at the 
start of every year. 

‘The Jews always 
travel to Jerusalem 
during the first month 
of each year for their 
Passover celebrations,’ 
he said. 

‘But this time it has 
been worse than usual.  
I think that the Jesus 
Carpenter craze is the 
reason. 

‘A record number of 
Jews went to Jeru-
salem this year just 

because they heard 
Jesus was going.  That 
left Galilee with an 
unprecedented loss of 
population.’ 

He said it had been 
estimated that be-
tween 30% and 40% of 
our population were 
away at the festival for 
up to three weeks 
during last month. 

‘An exodus like that, 
even for a short time, 
puts a big strain on our 
economy.  Our tourism 
industry is not big 
enough (and probably 
never will be) to make 
up for the loss.’ 

Mr. Pack said the 
stresses on Galilee’s 
economy were felt in 
the following areas: 

The turnover at the 
market places of our 
towns was very low. 

The fishing industry 
was unable to sell all of 

its catch. 
Food suppliers and 

food producers had to 
throw out ruined fruit, 
vegetables, and other 
foodstuff. 

Businesses had to 
cope with a lack of 
demand for most of 
their products. 

With the travellers 
hiring donkeys and 
carts and wagons for 
their journey, citizens 
found that transport 
businesses had few 
resources left for local 
use. 

Mr. Pack said he 
didn’t know what could 
be done to alleviate 
this situation each 
year. 

But he thought the 
Jewish synagogue 
community should take 
more responsibility by 
coming up with some 
answers.

Last week another 
‘strange and myster-
ious’ event allegedly 
happened to Jesus 
Carpenter together 
with some or all of The 
Twelve. 

The location was 
reportedly some high 
mountain in Galilee. 

Our reporter has 
been able to find out 
little more than the 
bare facts. 

People who witness-
ed the return of Jesus 
and his friends from 
the mountain said that 
some of The Twelve 
certainly looked and 
acted strangely. 

But no one was 
saying what had taken 
place. 

There was a lot of 
whispering and shhing 
going on among the 
disciples. 

From these whisper-
ings some of the 
bystanders gathered 
that only three of The 
Twelve were part of 
this mysterious hap-
pening. 

AND that the other 
nine were somewhat 
put out about that. 

Jesus is supposed to 
have sworn them all to 
secrecy - but at some 
future time it seems 
they could be released 
from this vow. 

So for the moment 
this alleged mystery 
remains a mystery. 

When our reporters 
a r e a b l e t o f i n d 
someone who is willing 
to speak this paper will 
clear up this ‘mystery’ 
for our readers (which 
we are very eager to 
do as qu i ck l y as 
possible).

GALILEE BANK 
There for you when things get tough 

LOW first year interest on LOANS and 
MORTGAGES 

REASONABLE charges on all 
transactions 

Branches in Tiberias, Nain, 
Capernaum, Cana, Sepphoris. 

Agencies in your town Market Place

Apology 
This paper apologises 
for the reference in 
our last issue to ADAM 
YOBBO in connection 
with the report on 
unruly behaviour. 
He was in fact the 
unnamed person in the 
item about the case of 
grievous bodily harm, 
robbery and rape. 
We are sorry for any 
unnecessary misunder-
standing or distress.



Synagogue calls 
Passover 

pilgrimage a ‘great 
success’ 

JESUS, THE STIRRER 
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CAPER TRAVEL LAND 
THE BEST ADVICE ON: 

Pilgrimages – whatever your religion 
Travel by land –  throughout the Roman world, and even to 

some places beyond 
Travel by water –  around the Sea of Galilee and across the 

Mediterranean 
Travel by air –  whenever it becomes possible 

Wherever you want to go – we’re here to get you there
T h e C a p e r n a u m 

Synagogue’s news-
le t te r (The Caper 
SynLetter) has describ-
ed last month’s pilgrim-
age to Jerusalem for 
the annual Passover 
celebrations as ‘the 
greatest success for 
years’. 

 Jairus Kish, the 
leader of the Syna-
gogue said that all the 
Rabbis and teachers 
were overjoyed with 
the large number of 
Jews who travelled 
from Galilee for the 
pilgrimage this year. 

‘It seems that the 
proportion of Jews who 
came from Galilee was 
g r e a t e r t h a n t h e 
proportion from any 
o t h e r a r e a ’ , h e 
explained with a broad 
smile. 

‘That has never 
happened before.’ 

The only explan-
ation Jairus could offer 

for this record atten-
dance is the popularity 
of Jesus Carpenter 
and the following he 
h a s g e n e r a t e d i n 
Galilee over the last 2 
years. 

‘And’ Jairus added, 
‘the fact that Jesus 
h imse l f has been 
making this yearly 
p i l g r i m a g e i s u n -
doubtedly an added 
bolster to the numbers 
going from here.’ 

The Caper SynLetter 
editors are already 
looking forward to next 
year’s Passover. 

They have revealed 
that planning for the 
p i lgr image is wel l 
under way. 

The pilgrim shop at 
the Synagogue has 
announced that it will 
again be serving as an 
agency of Caper Travel 
Land. 

Bookings can be 
made from next month.

This is second of a series of reports by David Attenvillage 
on the communities living in the desert west of the Jordan. 
Last month's report on the Essenes described a community 
with a very rigid and highly disciplined life-style.  This report 

deals with a community that couldn't be more different. 

THE DROP-OUTS
Just to the west of the Sea of 

Galilee, and about a half-day walk 
from Gergesa, is a community calling 
itself The Drop-Outs. 

After speaking with members of 
this group, it becomes clear that if we 
apply the term 'community' to them, it 
must be understood very loosely.  
The Drop-Outs have little, if anything, 
that could be called community life.  
Their strength (as they see it) is that 
there are no expectations at all on 
those who join them.  Each person is 
free to do, or not to do, whatever 
they desire. 

Consisting mainly (but not entirely) 
of young adults, this group seems to 
encourage a life of constant rebellion 
against all forms of authority and 
control, even against anything that 
hints of social responsibility. 

Each person aims to be as self-
sufficient as possible, growing food in 
their community garden, or begging 
in the streets of the nearest towns. 
(Begging doesn’t seem very self-
sufficient to me.) 

Gaining employment 'is something 
we choose not to do,' I was told, 
'because bosses are expectation-
centred and are control-freaks.  
Anyway, having no work is a lot 
easier than hanging around in the 
marketplaces.' 

Some of The Drop-Outs originally 
went out to the desert to hear John 
the Baptiser, but were 'turned off by 
his authoritative teaching'. 

It seems obvious that members of 
this group took advantage of the 
crowds that came to hear John by 
ac t i ve l y r e c ru i t i ng membe rs 
whenever they could.  Since John's 
imprisonment (and now death) they 
have had to turn to new methods of 
recruitment. 

The latest method is their 
'invention of a new past-time called 
water-gliding'.  When the winds on 
the Sea of Galilee are strong a 
wooden plank is tied behind their 
sailing boat.  Lying, sitting or 
kneeling on this plank, participants 
are pulled along to glide across the 

According to the 
J e r u s a l e m Ti m e s , 
J e s u s C a r p e n t e r 
caused no small stir at 
last month’s Passover 
in Jerusalem. 

The Jewish Council, 
and the High Priests, 
together with their 
Commission on Theol-
ogy, were gobsmack-
ed by his interruption 
and intrusion into the 
celebrations, and the 
claims he made. 

At the Passover 
many events in Jewish 

history are celebrated, 
and their religious 
hopes are recalled and 
anticipated. 

But whatever aspect 
was celebrated, Jesus 
made the claim that he 
was greater.  He even 
seemed to see himself 
as the goal of all their 
history. 

At least that’s the 
opinion of the Jewish 
hierarchy, according to 
the Jerusalem Times. 

Jesus seems to be 
heading for trouble.

WRAIZE OUTDOORZ 
FOR ALL YOUR CAMPING AND 

TRAMPING NEEDS 

We have the latest: 
weathertight sandals 

outdoor candles 
snake retardant sleeping bags 

water-repelling firewood 
holeproof fly and mosquito netting 

branches at Capernaum and Nazareth 

lake.  During the wait for the 
winds to change so they can 
glide back again (and at 
times this wait can be quite 
long), the water-gliders 
camp on the sea shore. 

Any people at the lake at 
those times (especially 
younger ones) are invited to 
join them in this past-time.  
Anyone who does so is sure 

Continued next page



 Continued from previous page 

Hunt for Insurrectionist in Jerusalem 

Roller Brawl! 
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to get the 'hard-sell' to join the ranks of The Drop-
Outs. 

Will this group last any longer than other desert 
communities?  It's a surprise to me that The Drop-
Outs have lasted as long as they have.  Sure, 
younger people are attracted to their message of 
rebellion and 'personal freedom’.  But there is really 
nothing to hold or to keep the group together.  
Despite their attempts to find some fun on the lake, 
desert life is hard, always hard. 

Take it from me: it won't be long - the Drop-Outs 
will drop out! 

Next month:  The Petra Community 

EDITORIAL 
Jesus Carpenter’s popularity remains 

very high. 
But, of course, there is, and always 

has been, opposition to what he says 
and does.  Lately this opposition seems 
to be growing – not so much in the 
amount, but certainly in its intensity. 

And that’s sad, given all the positive 
results of his healing and teaching.  We, 
as a newspaper, are really eager to see 
his influence spread and grow. 

But The Caper Paper also finds it has 
a growing problem with Jesus. 

This is the problem of his secrecy. 
Our reporters are finding that those 

who are making claims of being healed 
are being told not to talk about what has 
happened to them. 

They are hearing about a growing 
number of parables that are very 
confusing and seem to have no clear 
point whatever. 

They have been told by the Twelve 
about ‘private’ teaching they have 
received – which has to be kept secret 
until some time in the future. 

They are becoming increasingly frus-
trated in their attempts to speak to 
Jesus Carpenter.  He goes away to 
some secret place (so they are told) by 
himself or with the Twelve.  Most of our 
attempts at news-gathering are degen-
erating into a game of hide and seek. 

The end result is our failure as a 
newspaper to br ing newsworthy 
information to the public (which is our 
role). 

AND Jesus is putting himself more 
and more on the outer and so 
preventing him (at least in our opinion) 
from carrying out his role. 

What a shame!  On both counts!

CLUB MED
Taking you right around the 

Mediterranean 
For that once in a lifetime 

exotic cruise 
For regular short holidays 

In luxury sail-liners 
In economy slave-powered 

galleys 
In basic freight vessels
Contact us for fare details 

and frequent-user discounts 
In Tiberias and Tyre

Look for 

The SNACK CART 
bringing nutrition right to 

you 
- 3 course banquets 

- picnic packs 
- cut lunches 

- eats and drinks 
If crowds to agather start 

here comes the Snack Cart! 
To find to us, this is the way; 

listen for the ass’s bray!

The Jerusalem PLO 
(Posse for Law and 
Order) has released 
the name of the man 
they are seeking for a 
number o f c r imes 
committed in the city. 

His name is Jesus 
Barabbas.  He is 
suspected of being the 
ring-leader of numer-
ous acts of insurrec-
tion.  He is also a 
suspect in at least one 
murder and several 

robberies, some with 
violence. 

A member of the 
g r o u p c a l l e d t h e 
Zealots, Barabbas has 
been on the run for 
some months. 

I n t h e p a s t , 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
Jerusalem Times, his 
Zealot buddies have 
been able to hide him 
away, thwarting his 
apprehension by the 
PLO and the Roman 

authorities. 
But recent infor-

mation received by the 
PLO has raised hopes 
of an early arrest. 

The Roman authori-
ties are also eager to 
see h im arrested.  
They see this as a big 
step towards breaking 
the power o f t he 
Zealots and putting an 
end to thei r ant i -
Roman mayhem and 
guerilla activities.

The Galilee Roller-
ball League is experi-
encing its worst ‘dis-
agreement’ in years. 

At least that’s the 
opinion of the League’s 
Manager, Mr. Kitty 
White. 

The ‘disagreement’ 
arose about a month 
a g o b e c a u s e t h e 
rollerball of one player 
w a s f o u n d t o b e 
unbalanced. 

The reason for this 
has been put down to 
a ‘manufacturing fault’.  
Though that claim is 
being contested ‘in a 
very vigorous manner’. 

The whole situation 
was made worse when 
a suggest ion was 
made (‘no one re-

members by whom’) – 
that a l l ro l lerbal ls 
should be manufactur-
ed with an imbalance 
‘to make the game 
more interesting’. 

That certainly made 
the ‘d isagreement ’ 
more interesting! 

It’s funny how any 
suggested change in 
rules in any organ-
ization seems to cause 

a split right down the 
middle!! 

Kitty White express-
ed his hopes that the 
whole sorry affair will 
be settled as quickly as 
possible. 

Then the League 
can get on with what it 
d o e s t h e b e s t – 
thrashing each other’s 
teams on the Rollerball  
ground.

Special Reduced Prices 
due to exceptionally large catches 

CARP and CATFISH 
Zebedee Fishing Co-op 

Fisherman’s Wharf, Capernaum



LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

NOTICES
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Cleanliness 
what Jews really believe 

Due to the uncertainty Jesus Carpenter is 
causing in people’s attitude towards Jews 

and even in many Jews themselves 
The CAPERNAUM Synagogue presents 

A PUBLIC LECTURE 
to clarify the traditional Jewish beliefs 

on Cleanliness and Uncleanness 
on the first Sabbath of next month 

ALL WELCOME

Many let ters have 
been received (and, of 
course, a representative 
selection published) over 
the last 2 months on the 
issue of the role and 
rights of women in our 
society. 

These letters began 
because of the un-
conventional words and 
behav iou r o f Jesus 
Carpenter. 

But now the issue has 
become quite intense 
and inflamed.  Many 
religious groups and 
individuals have entered 
the fray. 

So all correspondence 
on this issue has now 
been closed. 

Maybe at some time in 
the future the debate can 
be continued. 

- - - - - - - - - - - 
Food for thought 
I really don’t know 

how he does it – Jesus 
Carpenter I mean. 

I was there when he 
f e d t h o u s a n d s o f 
people with a few 
loaves and several fish 
–  and on TWO oc-
casions! 

And I really don’t 
care HOW he does it – 
whether it’s some trick, 
or if it’s by some divine 
power. 

It doesn’t matter 
how.  The fact is he 
DID it!  At least Twice! 

Just think what this 
could mean for Galilee 
– if only we could use 
this power, this ability, 
whatever it is. 

An unlimited food 
supply! That would 
really put Galilee on 
the map. 

Well, wouldn’t it? 
Phil Yatumtum, 
The Caper 

Water Problems? 
All you people who 

use the northern end of 
the Sea of Galilee for 
fishing, boating and 
swimming - have you 
noticed some kind of 
pollution flowing down 
the Jordan River from 
the north? 

 I have.  At times the 
river brings down a 
smelly surface scum, 
or floating rubbish. 

Or the water gets a 
brown or greenish 
tinge to it. 

I’m afraid it’s going 
to get worse. 

And I can’t make the 
relevant authorities 
take any notice.  They 
j u s t s h r u g t h e i r 
shoulders. 

I need your help.  If 
you see any signs of 
any pollution please 
support my case.  Just 
l e t a n y F i s h i n g 
Inspector know what 
you see. 

Sheewontbe Rite 
Mate,    Bethsaida 

The Essenes 
M a n y t h a n k s t o 

David Attenvillage for 
his excellent report on 
the Essenes in last 
week’s edition. 

I have heard so 
many conflicting opin-
ions about this desert 
c o m m u n i t y – a n d 
a b o u t J o h n t h e 
Baptiser’s involvement 
or non-involvement. 

Thank you, David, 
for the clarity you were 
able to give because of 
your contact with them, 
and your observations 
of their activities. 

I hate to think how 

many hours you spent 
in the desert watching 
and observing, to bring 
us the facts. 

I can’t wait for the 
rest of his reports in 
this series. 

Doc Utragic, 
Cana 

Enough is enough 
What are the Roman 

authorities doing to 
Galilee? 

Major new roads, 
public baths, hippo-
dromes, aqueducts 
theatres, fortresses, 
scattered around the 
country; and even an 
entire new city! 

All done without an 
if-you-please or any 
consultation.  Why do 
we let them change 
our country, change 
our way of life, change 
our future? 

Enough is enough.  
Stop it now. 

Lee Vuss Bee, 
Magdala

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Hear Micah Benammi in 
person. His blindness 
was cured by Jesus.  He 
tells his story in the 
Bethsaida Marketplace at 
a very reasonable price. 

FOR SALE 

PLANTS Trees, shrubs, 
flowers, seedlings, native 
and exotic.  Manures, 
mulches, tools.  All your 
garden needs. From the 
Outdoors stall at the 
Caper Town  Square. 

E X O T I C f a b r i c s , 
perfumes, art works, from 
many foreign countries.  
The Caravan Train will be 
visiting your Marketplace 

during the next few 
months. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 

CWA:  A new group for 
women who: 
- feel their rights have 
been taken from them 
- feel trapped by life 
- have been touched by 
the words of Jesus 
- dream of fulfilment 
AND would welcome an 
accepting atmosphere for 
the exploration of their 
inner self. 
The Caper Womens Alli-
ance meets on the third 
day of each week at the 
Caper Town Meeting 
Place. 

THE MODEL T WAGON 
CLUB meets in the 
Sepphoris Gymnasium 
each month.  Wagons 
can be test driven and 
bought and sold.  New 
members welcome. 

FOR HIRE 

The Tiberias Public Baths 
are ideal for private 
parties, corporate events, 
s m a l l a n d l a r g e 
celebrations. 
Sections of the venue 
can be hired separately.  
Full catering available. 
Rates very reasonable. 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times published by 
Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each is a light-hearted (and 
hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to understand the society of that 
day, and to bridge the gap of time, by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: Matthew 14:13 - 
17:21, Mark 6:30 - 9:29, Luke 7:36 - 9:42, John 6:1-25.         v.18

A not to be missed 
Tourist destination 

N A Z A R E T H  C A R P E N T E R Y  
previously owned by Joseph Carpenterson 

Display of items made by Jesus 
- still carrying on the tradition of 

precision workmanship 
- woodworking at its best 

- innovative designs 
- all you need for your home, and then 

more 
At	the	north	east	corner	of	the	town	

marketplace,	Nazareth	


