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NEW TREATMENT 
for the demon possessed? 

John the 
Baptiser 
Executed 

The life of the person 
w h o h a s b e e n 
described as the latest 
Jewish prophet has 
c o m e t o a n e n d , 
another victim of King 
Herod's executioners. 

At this stage the 
r e a s o n f o r h i s 
execution is not clear.  
Information from the 
palace is suggesting 
that John's well-known 
and public opposition 
to the king's marriage 
to Herodias is the real 
reason. 

Apparently the king 
m a d e s o m e r a s h 
promise to Salome, the 
daughter of Herodias, 
at his royal birthday 
celebration last week – 
a promise he couldn't 
break. 

The comment going 
around is: 'the end 
result of the king's 
promise was the end of 
John.' 

As more de ta i l s 
about this intriguing 
and sorry situation 
come to hand this 
paper will continue to 
search through all the 
rumours to publish the 
facts. 

The death of John 
comes as a great blow 
to the Jewish com-
munity in Galilee and 

A spirited debate has 
ar isen in Gergesa 
about the treatment 
and care of people 
possessed by unclean 
spirits.  Other towns 
are also considering 
this issue. 

Th is has a r i sen 
following an incident in 
t h e c e m e t e r y a t 
Gergesa which this 
paper first brought to 
public attention some 2 
months ago. 

A demon possessed 
man, commonly known 
as Mad Samson, who 
lived in the old section 
of the cemetery, was 
allegedly cured by 
Jesus Carpenter. 

It was reported that 
Jesus simply cast the 
unclean spirits out of 
Mad Samson.  The 
cure was immediate.  
His symptoms disap-
peared completely.  So 
far there has been no 
reoccurrence. 

This cure has raised 
vigourous debate be-
cause of its simplicity, 

its immediacy, and 
especially because of 
the severity of the 
demon possession. 

Samson, as he is 
c a l l e d n o w , w a s 
subject to frequent 
v i o l e n t e p i s o d e s 
causing himself and 
others great harm.  He 
could even break the 
restraining chains the 
G e r g e s a H e a l t h 

Authority kept placing 
on him for his own 
protection, and for the 
safety of visitors to the 
cemetery. 

Dr. Ahmed Medich, 
of Gergesa Health, 
said at the time that 
they were aware of 
Samson's extreme and 
worsening condition. 

B u t t h e r e w a s 
nothing more they or 

anyone could have 
done. 

Samson's relatives 
said it was entirely 
Samson's decision to 
live among the old 
tombs.  His yelling and 
howling echoed a-
round the tombs, and 
this seemed to comfort 
him during the night. 

Another issue arose 
when Jesus Carpenter 
cast out the spirits.  He 
allowed them to enter 
a herd of 2000 pigs in 
the next field.  The pigs 
were so startled they 
stampeded down a 
steep bank and ended 
up in the Sea of 
Galilee. 

T h e r e w e r e n o 
survivors – to the dis-
may of the swine herd-
ers, and the consider-
able loss to the 43 
farmers who owned 
the pigs. 

As a result Jesus 
was asked to leave the 
area.  He has not been 
invited back since all 
this has taken place.

Seminar	on	
DEMON	POSSESSION	TREATMENT	

at	Gergesa	
on	the	fourteenth	day	of	next	month	

The following issues will be addressed: 
• Is there really a new cure for possession by evil 
spirits? 
• Is this new cure permanent? 
• If the cure is so easy and complete why isn't it 
being used? 
• How come the Health Authorities are unaware 
of this cure? 
• How many others who are possessed are living 
in cemeteries, when they could be living a normal 
life? 
• If this cure can be used, how will pigs be 
protected? 
• If this cure can be used, and pigs can't be 
protected, how, and to what degree, will farmers 
be compensated for their losses? 
• If this cure can be used, and pigs can't be 
protected, and farmers can't be compensated, 
should the cure be used?

Ham Errentongs and Sons 
BLACKSMITH 

For swords, axe heads, chains, chisels, 
tools, carts, idols 

Making metal the shape you want it 
In Capernaum - Smithy Lane (off the market 

place) 
and in Bethsaida - Anvil Road

Boat Builders & Repairers 
C. WORTHY and D. PENDABLE 

Serving the fishing fraternity, 
 recreational boating, 

and anything to do with water 
activities on the Sea of Galilee 

At Fishermans Wharf, Capernaum
Continued next page



JESUS ON PAPYRUS
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THE JESUS PHENOMENON 

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE PAST 10 MONTHS 
Jesus Carpenter's popularity has constantly risen and is 

now at a high level.  Latest survey results show that 3 
months ago only 15% of the people in Galilee knew of 
Jesus, now it has risen to 87%.  77% of the population 
approve, or highly approve, of what he is doing; 9% 
expressed disapprove (7% strong disapproval); and 14% 
hadn't heard of him, or couldn't care less about him. 

Over the last 10 months people have become more aware 
of what this 'preacher' is doing as he wanders around 
Galilee.  Of those who have spent a lot of time following 
him about, 62% want him to perform more miracles; 21% 
want to hear more parables; 14% want to listen to his 
teaching; and 3% are appalled by what they see and hear. 

There have been reports of really spectacular and 
surprising events taking place.  Such as: people being 
raised from death, healing happening from a distance just 
because of a word being spoken, terrifying circumstances 
accompanying the casting out of evil spirits, and the forces 
of nature obeying commands by Jesus.  It is becoming hard 
to know what is fact and what is fiction. 

A group called The Twelve has been appointed by Jesus.  
At times some or all the members of this group go to 
various places to duplicate the work he is doing. 

There have been occasions when people have been unable 
to find out where Jesus Carpenter is.  It has been 
discovered that usually those are the times he goes into 
hiding to get some rest or privacy; or he has some teaching 
or training that is just for the ears of The Twelve. 

A small number of Jewish Rabbis from various synagogues 
in Galilee believe that some of the teachings and claims 
made by Jesus are dangerous, heretical, and even 
blasphemous.  Especially in regard to his blatant contempt 
for their Sabbath laws.  They are reportedly considering 
what can be done to deal with this 'grave threat to the 
Jewish faith'. 

Since it started over a year ago, the Jesus Phenomena 
has been anything but predictable.  This is making it very 
hard to envisage what is going to happen next.  However, 
the momentum has built to such a degree that, whatever 
direction it takes, it would appear that it will be very 
difficult to slow it down, let alone stop it.

throughout Palestine. 
Rabbi Aaron Barlevi, 

from the Capernaum 
synagogue, said John 
had gained many titles, 
such as. The Baptiser, 
The Prophet , The 
Messenger, and The 
New Elijah. 

‘Of course,’ he con-
tinued, ‘not all Jewish 
leaders agreed with 
those titles. 

‘But the fact that he 
was given so many 

From page 1 
John Executed

t i t l e s s h o w e d h i s 
signifance as a person. 

H e w a s a v e r y 
controversial person.  
He did many strange 
and unusual things. 

A b o v e a l l , h i s 
message was direct 
and challenging, and 
people flocked to hear 
him.' 

The disciples of John 
a r e s e e k i n g p e r -
mission to obtain and 
bury his body.

C.S.R. 
Cutting-edge Swine Research 

the latest news for swine farmers 
Working towards developing a 

new breed of pig 
- that isn't easily spooked 

- and can be taught to swim 
Enquiries at the C.S.R. Laboratory Gergesa

Matthew Levison 
has begun to write 
down some of the 
things Jesus Carpen-
ter has said and done.  
Matthew, previously a 
tax collector, is one of 
The Twe lve (a l so 
known as the Apostles 
of Jesus). 

He told our reporter 
he has heard all kinds 
of things that Jesus is 
supposed to have said 
and done which are 
just not true. 

 'There is a lot of 
exaggerated, twisted 
and downright false 
information around,' he 
said.  'I think all this 
needs to be corrected.  
I have been with him 
for some time, so I 
guess I am able to set 
out the facts.' 

But Matthew aims to 

do more than just 
correct the errors.  He 
w a n t s t o p u t o n 
papyrus some teach-
ing which only The 
Twelve have heard.  
T h e r e a r e a l s o 
incidents witnessed by 
The Twelve that Jesus 
Carpenter has asked 
them not to reveal until 
the time is right. 

Matthew said he 
believed that putting 
this material in written 
form was the best way 
of ensuring that it was 
accurately passed on. 

Mat thew has no 
plans to publish his 
'Gospel' (as he is 
calling it).  But, when 
questioned further, he 
did not rule out the 
poss ib i l i t y o f th is 
happening some time 
in the future.

The JB DIET 
NEW     The diet for outdoor health      NEW 

Based on the life-style of John the Baptiser 
A diet rich in 

desert locusts 

honey from wild bees 

and no alcohol 
Be among those who yearn for meditation and solitude 

and choose to live and die HEALTHY like a prophet



Nain Coffin 
Manufacturers 

‘worked to death’ 

“THE TWELVE” 
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EDITORIAL 
Have you heard the one about . . . ? 

A new style of greeting has been 
introduced in Galilee. 

The first thing people are starting to say to 
each other is, 'Have you heard the one about 
the priest, the Levite and the Samaritan?'  Or 
‘have you heard the one about the rocky soil, 
the thorny soil, and the path?'  Or 'about the 
wheat and the tares?'  Or 'about the log and 
the speck of sawdust?' 

This has happened because Jesus 
Carpenter has made story-telling so popular. 

And so entertaining. 
He seems to have an unlimited supply of 

stories about nature and ordinary life – 
stories that quickly catch people's attention. 

These parables, as he likes to call them, 
finish with a surprising twist or a pointed 
comment which is meant to reveal something 
about what he calls 'the Kingdom of God.' 

Some parables are even like a riddle which 
keeps the hearers guessing as to what its 
meaning really is. 

It is becoming common to hear people in 
the market places and in eating places in our 
towns arguing about parables for hours.  
Usually they leave even more confused and 
puzzled than ever. 

Jesus even justifies his practice of story-
telling.  Some members of The Twelve have 
told us that he wants to reveal a 'truth' to 
some people while at the same time hiding it 
from others. 

I must confess I was staggered when I 
heard that.  This method of teaching, if you 
can call it that, doesn't fit in with any method 
I've ever heard about. 

It leaves me wondering about the 
effectiveness of it.  How can it be good 
teaching if, for any reason, it hides and 
puzzles and confuses? 

This kind of teaching by these kinds of 
parables is just not going to catch on. 

Yet I must admit that I am fascinated by his 
'Have you heard the one about . . ?' opening 
line. 

I wouldn't be surprised if somehow, in a 
spooky kind of way, it caught on.

The YOKE 
BLOKE 

ALL THE LATEST 
IN YOKES 

People yokes 
for carrying water 
pots, wine skins, 
rocks and stones 

Individual Animal 
yokes 

for oxen, horses, 
camels, mules, 

goats 
Dual Animal yokes 

for oxen, horses 
At the Town Square 

Capernaum

A small family busi-
ness in Nain is exper-
iencing a phenomenal 
growth in demand for 
its products. 

The Pliciti family's 
Bed and Coffin Manu-
facturing factory is 
having an unprece-
dented upsurge in 
orders for their whole 
range of coffins. 

The patriarch of the 
company, Sym Pliciti, 
said he and his part-
time carpenter have 
been almost worked to 
death trying to fill 
orders from all over 
Galilee, and now from 
m a n y p l a c e s i n 
Palestine, even in-
cluding Jerusalem. 

He told our reporter, 

'There is an especially 
high demand for the 
'powerful touch' model 
from our 'short sleep' 
range.  It is our most 
robust coffin especially 
designed to carry the 
deceased over some 
distance. 

Sym Pliciti admits he 
is at a loss to know the 
reason behind this high 
demand.  Though he 
suspects that some 
superstition may be 
involved. 

‘Some people,’ he 
said, ‘think that if 
something happens at 
one place, it is likely to 
h a p p e n a g a i n a t 
another place.’ 

'But however great 
the demand becomes' 

he added, 'we at Bed 
and Coffin Manufac-
turing hope that even 
w i t h o u r l i m i t e d 
resources, we will be 
able to survive this 
very busy and stressful 
time. 

Maybe we will even 
be able to trade our 
way through all this to 
somewhat unlimited 
resources.'

A special group of 
t w e l v e m e n h a v e 
gathered around Jesus 
Carpenter over the last 
few months.  Wherever 
Jesus goes, they are 
with him. 

At times they act like 
his bodyguards or 
minders – sometimes 
like his closest friends. 

Sometimes they step 
i n t o l i m i t t h o s e 
approaching Jesus, so 
he gets some privacy. 

S o m e t i m e s t h e y 
even try to act for him 
– often, it is said, 
failing miserably. 

No one seems to 
know exactly how or 
why this group was 
formed. 

However, all kinds of 
theories are floating 

around. 
It is said that each of 

them has received a 
special miracle or gift 
from Jesus Carpenter. 

Filled with gratitude 
they want to go round 
with him. 

Another rumour says 
they paid large sums of 
money for the privilege 
of travelling around 
with him and being 
close to him. 

Another claim is that 
Jesus himself chose 
them, that he especi-
ally chose just 12, and 
that he refers to them 
as The Apostles, or 
The Twelve, or The 
Disciples. 

Certainly the most 
common name for 
them seems to be The 

Twelve. 
We can report that 

the names of those 
b e l o n g i n g t o T h e 
Twelve are: 
• Peter (previously 

Simon) Barjonah 
• Andrew Barjonah 
• James Barzebedee 

(a son of Thunder) 
• John Barzebedee 

(the other son of 
Thunder) 

• Philip from Beth-
saida 

• Nathanael Batthol-
omew 

• Judas Thomas (the 
Twin) 

• Matthew Levison 
• James (the Less) 

Baralpha 
• Judas Thaddaeus 
• Simon the Zealot 
• Judas Iscariot.



LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR
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INFORMATION DAY for 
FARMERS 

“Cut down or dig out?” 
Diseased fruit trees: is there treatment or 

should they be cut down? 
Crops full of weeds: pull the weeds out or 

deal with them at harvest time? 
The Twelfth day of next month at Magdala 

Organised by the Galilee FBI 
(the Farmers Bureau of Information)

Insulted 
I've never been so 

insulted in all my life.  I 
was starting to warm to 
Jesus Carpenter, but 
after his latest outburst 
I won't be putting up 
with the crowds and 
the heat to listen to his 
' w o e , w o e , w o e ' 
anymore. 

To compare Chora-
zin - and I have lived 
here all my life - with 
Tyre and Sidon is 
inexcusable! 

We are nothing like 
those evil towns, and 
never will be. 

I will be seeking the 
return of the cloak and 
sandals I donated to 
The Twelve yesterday. 

Proud Citizen, 
Chorazin 

Judgmental 
So, Bethsaida is just 

l i k e S o d o m a n d 
Gomorrah? 

It's even worse – 
according to Jesus 
Carpenter! 

Sure, our worship 
attendance has fallen, 
we have a (small) 'red 
light' district, there are 
unsavoury people out 
at night, there are 

secret gay establish-
men ts , and some 
officials are corrupt.  
We all know that. 

But to suggest that 
God m igh t p re fe r 
Sodom and Gomorrah 
to us – that's ludicrous!  
He destroyed them, 
not us. 

Sheelbe Rite Mate, 
Bethsaida 

Unwelcome 
How ungrateful of 

Jesus Carpenter to 
claim that my home 
town, Capernaum, is 
no better than Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 

After all that we have 
done for him, in the 
short time he has been 
living here. 

Now he denounces 
us for our sins.  Who 
does he think he is? 

If he doesn't like it 
here he should go 
somewhere else – and 
the further away the 
better. 

He is a trouble-
maker and a rabble-
rouser.  We can do 
without judgmental 
people like him. 

Juge Knot, 
The Caper 

Shopping distress 
I think it is about time 

someone protested 
about the unsuper-
vised way in which 
children have been 
playing in the Magdala 
marketplace in recent 
weeks. 

Their yelling to each 
other is making it 
impossible for shop-
pers to think, let alone 
haggle over prices. 

T h e i r g a m e s o f 
repetitious flute play-
ing and singing gets on 
my nerves, especially 
during auctions. 

And the youngsters 
running and dancing is 
becoming a real haz-
ard for older folk with 
walking sticks and slow 
reflexes. 

Please keep our 
marketplaces safe and 
quiet for the people 
who have no choice 
but to go there. 

L e m m e S h o p i n 
Peeze,  Magdala 

BUILDERS 

S P E C I A L I S I N G i n 
erecting houses on all 
kinds of sandy soil.  
R e a s o n a b l e p r i c e s .  
Contact Tumble-Down 
Homes at Chorazin. 

BEFORE accepting any 
quote for any building 
work see what deal we 
can give you at Rock 
Foundations Homes at 
Tiberias. 

FASTING 
The Capernaum syn-
agogue is sponsoring the 
visit of Rabbi Longface 
from Jerusalem. 
He will be leading a 
workshop on fasting on 
the third Sabbath of next 
month. 
All aspects of traditional 

Jewish fasting will be 
covered.  New methods 
will be presented. 
Cost for participants will 
be kept to a minimum as 
catering wil l not be 
required. 

REPAIRS 
Expert repairs to clothing 
of all types of material.  
Guaranteed not to shrink 
or tear the garment. 
At the Handiwork Stall in 
the Caper Town Square 
on market days. 

WATER THERAPY 
The ho t sp r ings a t 
Tiberias are open 7 days 
a week.  Call in for 
medicinal water therapy 
for a wide range of 
complaints. 

WITNESSES SOUGHT 
Six weeks ago a field, 
west of Gennesaret on 
the road to Magdala, was 
attacked during the night. 
Having been sown with 
grain, it was over-sown 
by one or more persons 
with weed seeds. 
If you witnessed any 
unusua l ac t i v i t y, o r 
noticed lamps moving 
across a field, or saw 
a n y o n e a c t i n g 
suspiciously, during any 
night about 6 weeks ago, 
this office would like to 
hear from you. 
Lawyers 4U, Tiberias 

The Galilee Roller-
ball League and the 
Sea of Galilee Beach 
Brolli Association have 
been holding a series 
of combined crisis 
meetings. 

Both sports have 
had seasons with far 
t o o m a n y b a d 
refereeing decisions. 

Players and spec-
tators alike are calling 
for action to deal with 
this situation before 

any violence happens 
at matches. 

Our sports reporter 
understands that one 
suggestion is that if a 
majority of players 
d i s a g r e e w i t h a 
refereeing decision, 
then that point should 
be replayed. 

We wait to see what 
o the r sugges t ions 
come forward and 
what w i l l ac tua l l y 
happen.

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times published by 
Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each is a light-hearted (and 
hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to understand the society of that 
day, and to bridge the gap of time, by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: Matthew 10:1 - 
13:58, Mark 2:18 - 6:29, Luke 5:33 - 7:35, John 4:43-54.         v.18

SPORT REPLAYS?

NOTICES

TENDERS INVITED 
for services within the 

Palestine Roman Garrisons 
- the supply of food and drink 

- the preparation and serving of 
meals 

- the cleaning of buildings 
- the washing of linen and clothes 

- the repairing of clothes 
- the repairing of boots and belts 

Information from the Roman Government 
Office in your town 


