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THE NEWS FROM GALILEE 
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Produced in CAPERNAUM, the town known throughout Galilee as THE CAPER 

Fishing Co-op
getting head above 

water again

DANGER ON 
THE LAKE

Amazing story from Leader of Synagogue

Twelve year-old 
alive after dying? 
Others claim to be witnesses of this ‘miracle’The Zebedee Fishing 

C o - o p h a s b e e n 
struggling for more 
than six weeks to keep 
their business going. 

But soon they will be 
trading as usual once 
again. 

This good news was 
revealed yesterday by 
the company Director, 
Zebedee Moshe. 

He said the sudden 
and unexpected loss of 
four of his partners two 
months ago left the 
Co-op in a c r is is 
situation. 

They had no option 
but to cancel orders 
and contracts, find new 
staff, and restructure 
the company. 

‘Being one of the 
biggest Co-ops in our 
town,’ Zebedee said, 
‘we knew we couldn’t 
let th is f in ish the 
business.’ 

‘Too many people 
depended on us, and 
we didn’t want to let 
them down.  So we 
have worked very 

hard, and as quickly as 
possible, to become an 
even better and more 
efficient co-operative.’ 

The four partners 
who left the Co-op 
were Zebedee’s two 
sons, James and John, 
and Simon Barjonah 
a n d h i s b r o t h e r , 
Andrew. 

They left simply be-
cause the teacher, 
J e s u s C a r p e n t e r , 
called them to follow 
him as his disciples. 

Zebedee f inds i t 
difficult to understand 
why they did such a 
thing. 

‘All of them had such 
good prospects in the 
Co-op,’ he said.  ‘They 
have simply given it all 
up.  And for what?  

But they won’t listen.’ 
Zebedee claims he is 

stil l on reasonable 
terms with his former 
partners.  He said he 
would probably be pre-
pared to have them 
back when this ‘Jesus 
thing’ is over.

Jairus Kish, the 
revered leader of our 
Synagogue here in 
Capernaum can’t stop 
talking about God’s 
mercy and the miracle 
his family experienced 
last week. 

He said his 12-year-
old daughter, Miriam, 
unexpectedly d ied 
after feeling really 
crook for a few days.  
T h e f a m i l y w a s 
devastated. 

Jesus Carpenter 
was in town, so Jairus 
went to him for help. 

‘Jesus came to our 
home,’ Jairus said, 
‘shooed out all the 
mourners, and re-
stored her to life.’ 

‘It was amazing.  
She was healed – 
healed completely.  
God really is good.’ 

Many people who 
worshipped at the 
Synagogue had told 
Jairus about Jesus.  
So he was aware of 

the impact Jesus was 
making in the lives of 
many people. 

‘That’s why,’ Jairus 
said, ‘I knew he could 
bring Miriam back to 
life.  I had no doubt 
about it.  For me he is 
a prophet from God.’ 

T h e p e o p l e w i t h 
Jairus, including those 
who were mourning the 
‘death’ of his daughter 

also said they wit-
nessed this miracle. 

Many of them seem 
to have come to a faith 
in Jesus very similar to 
the faith of Jairus. 

Our reporter under-
s t a n d s t h a t t h e 
investigators of this 
incident are waiting for 
t h e r e s u l t s o f 
psychological exam-
inations.

The Jesus Phenomenon 
Read about the growing popularity of 

the Jewish teacher, 
JESUS CARPENTERSON 

 See Page 2

Professional and 
recreational fishermen 
have been warned of 
the growing risk of 
more serious storms 
on the Sea of Galilee 
during the next few 
years. 

The Manager of the 
Caper Fishing Com-
p a n y , N e t t e m N 
Katchem, said his 
fishermen had already 
noticed that the regular 
storms were getting 
more severe. 

They were becoming 

more threatening to 
boats and life. 

This trend has been 
c o n f i r m e d b y t h e 
T i b e r i a s W e a t h e r 
Station. 

T h e s t a t i o n i s 
receiving advice from 
storm watchers in 
P a l e s t i n e a b o u t 
indications of bigger 
and windier storms in 
the future. 

Nettem stressed that 
all users of the lake 
need to be aware of 
this danger.

PROCESSION and SACRIFICES 

IN  HONOUR  OF  BAAL 
the god who provides the harvest 

on the Dayone of next week at the BAALIMESE TEMPLE 
Main St., Capernaum



THE JESUS PHENOMENON 
Wh a t has happened so far . . . 

a brief summary 

NOTABLE QUOTES 
People who have listened to Jesus as he taught have brought back an amazing variety of quotes.  
Here are some heard by our reporters.  Of course this paper has no way of knowing which are genuine 
and which have been ‘embellished’ in the retelling. 
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SPORT 
DRUG 

SCANDAL 
The Sea of Galilee 

B e a c h B r o l l i A s -
sociation has been hit 
by accusations that 
players from at least 3 
teams are taking the 
activity enhancing drug 
Mandrake. 

The names of the 
players and the teams 
have not been made 
public.  The President 
of the Associat ion 
refuses to comment. 

It does mean that the 
results of some of last 
week’s matches may 
be overturned. 

An inquiry into these 
claims is under way. 

This is not the first 
time our sports teams 
have been embroiled 
in a scandal regarding 
the use of Mandrake. 

The last inquiry of 
this kind, held almost 2 
years ago, brought to 
an end the sporting 
career of 4 players. 

For last week’s re-
sults see p. 4.

YOUR 
OPINIONS 
Here are extracts 

from letters we’ve 
received regarding the 
Jesus Phenomenon. 

What he says is 
wonderful, inspired!


I don’t know how 
Jesus does it; but 
there’s something 
fishy about it all. 

Why are people 
making such a fuss 
of this crackpot? 

I have never seen 
such compassion or 
love anywhere in my 
whole life.  

Oh to be there, 
l i sten ing to h is 
words, seeing him 
help those in need. 

W h y h a s t h i s 
teacher turned up 
in Capernaum?   I 
hear Nazareth sent 
him on his way. 

W h a t s o r t o f 
teacher would en-
courage a son to 
leave his father in 
the lurch?  My 
sympathy is with 
Zebedee.

JESUS	 CAME	 TO	
C A P E R N A U M	
a b o u t	 t h r e e	
months	 ago	 from	
Nazareth.	
It	 seems	 he	 was	
asked	 to	 speak	 at	
the	 Synagogue	
t h e r e ,	 b u t	 h i s	
message	 didn’t	 go	
over	very	well.	
Here	 in	 Galilee	 he	
is	very	popular.	

HE	 IS	 STAYING	
with	 Simon	 Bar-
jonah	and	his	wife.		
S imon	 came	 to	
Capernaum	 from	
Bethsaida	 some	
years	 ago.	 	 UnNl	
recently	 he	 was	 a	
pa r tne r	 i n	 the	
Zebedee	 Fishing	
Co-op.	

THE	 DISCIPLES	 he	
has	 chosen	 so	 far	
are	 Simon	 and	 his	
brother	 Andrew,	
the	brothers	James	
and	 John ,	 and	
MaThew	 Levison,
(who	 was	 pre -
viously	 a	 tax	 col-

lector).	
In	 doing	 this	 he	
has	 broken	 away	
from	 the	 usual	
trend	 of	 having	
people	 apply	 for	
discipleship.	

H E	 H A S	 B E E N	
T E A C H I N G	 i n	
various	 parts	 of	
Galilee.	 	 He	 is	 not	
fussy	 where	 he	
teaches	 –	 whether	
in	 the	 synagogues,	
in	 homes,	 by	 the	
seashore	 (once	
while	 siZng	 in	 a	
boat),	 or	 out	 on	
the	 plain	 of	 Gen-
nesaret.	
There	 is	 a	 report	
that	at	one	Nme	he	
taught	on	a	moun-
tainside	 for	 most	
of	 the	 a[ernoon.		
He	 teaches	 with	
r e m a r k a b l e	
a u t h o r i t y	 a n d	
confidence.	

HIS	 MESSAGE	 is	
bold,	 startling	 and	
fresh.	 	 He	 claims	
the	 Kingdom	 of	

God	 has	 arrived,	
and	he	describes	a	
new	kind	of	life	for	
those	who	want	to	
be	part	of	it.	

M I R A C L E S	 O F	
HEALING.	 	 There	
are	 reports	 he	 has	
healed	 a	 leper,	 a	
paralysed	 man,	
two	 blind	 persons,	
demon	 possessed	
people,	 and	 Simon	
Bar-jonah’s	 moth-
er-in-law.	

OTHER	MIRACLES		
There	 are	 claims	
that	 in	 Cana	 he	
turned	500	litres	of	
water	 into	 fine	
wine!!	 	 The	 fact	
that	 the	 witnesses	
of	 this	 miracle	 all	
drank	freely	(which	
is	 quite	 under-
standable)	 makes	
verificaNon	 some-
what	difficult.	
His	disciples	aTrib-
ute	 an	 excepNon-
ally	 large	 catch	 of	
fish	 to	 his	 miracu-
lous	power.

If you refuse to 
fo rg ive o the r s , 
don’t expect God 
to forgive you. 

If anyone hits 
you on the right 
cheek, you can hit 
him on his left 

cheek.  But if your 
hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off. 

Don’t ever worry 
about what you are 
going to eat, drink 
or wear – instead 
feed b i rds and 

water wild flowers. 
When fas t ing , 

eat, drink and be 
merry; for tomor-
row you will die. 

W h e n o t h e r 
people persecute 
you heap coals of 

fire on their heads. 
L o v e y o u r 

e n e m i e s e v e n 
better than you 
love your friends.  
Always do good to 
all those who hurt 
you.

SEA OF GALILEE 
WEATHER 

WATCH 
Sunny wea ther 

and calm seas are 
on the cards for the 
Sea of Galilee early 
next week.  Later, 
r a i n w i t h w i n d y 
squalls is expected. 

Sardines are being 
c a u g h t a r o u n d 
Tiberias, carp along 
the eastern shore 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a t 
G e r g e s a R o c k s , 
musht around the 
Bethsaida jetty, and 
c a t f i s h a t t h e 
southern end of the 
Sea with big catches 
at Sennabris.

ANNUAL RE-TENDERING 
for 

ALL TAXATION COLLECTORS 
PERSONAL TAXES       LAND TAXES 

SALES TAXES      POLL TAXES 
TRANSPORTATION TAXES 

ROAD TAXES     FISHING LICENSES 
Information at the Roman Government 

Office in your town or at Tiberias

We have the Lake covered

HAH-VHE Water World 

Transporting people and cargo on the Sea of Galilee 
Daily services (weather permitting) to 

Gennesaret, Magdala, Tiberias, Sennabris, 
Bethsaida, Gergesa 

Evening cruises, fishing parties, and 
business junkets by charter 

See us at Fisherman’s Wharf, The Caper



CELEBRATIONS IN TIBERIAS 

Crime Wave in Cana             
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SU DOKUS 
The latest Roman 

craze 

Fill the grid so that 
every column, every 
row, and every 2 by 
2 box contains the 
four digits I, V, X, 
and L.

EDITORIAL 
I have always regarded Galilee as a great 

place to live.  We don’t seem to be affected 
by the strife and war, the bad economic 
conditions, or the financial crises, that other 
states go through. 

Our citizens – no matter what their back-
ground or where they live – all get on with 
each other.  The Galilean life-style, in towns 
and rural areas, is second to none. 

But at the moment, circumstances are 
making me somewhat fearful.  And I don’t 
think I am the only one to feel this way. 

Political unrest seems to be creeping 
across our borders.  We are more aware of 
the presence of our Roman overlords who 
are suspicious that some kind of rebellion is 
going on.  Anti-Roman sentiment is growing. 

There is religious tension, too.  The Jewish 
leaders from Jerusalem are ‘on the prowl’, 
suspicious of The Jesus Phenomenon (as it 
is being called). Many of our Jewish citizens 
feel that they, too, are being watched. 

The teaching and miracles of Jesus are 
causing general debate and differences of 
opinion. There is even loud argument 
between those with different opinions. 

The third anniversary of our state capital 
has re-ignited the Jewish opposition to the 
building of that city on a burial site, and has 
opened old Jew/Gentile wounds. 

Is all this tension, and the underlying 
conflicts, going to affect our marvellous 
Galilean life-style permanently? 

Or can we live with differences, and very 
soon get back to getting on well with each 
other?

Next month the city 
of Tiberias celebrates 
its third anniversary. 

Celebrations being 
planned include: 

• Guided tours of the 
royal palace of King 
Herod Antipas, with its 
extensive works of art; 

• To u r s o f t h e 
medicinal hot springs 
near the city, and com-
petitions with prizes of 
free treatments; 

• Displays and in-
terpretative walks at 
the city’s Stadium, the 
Synagogue, and the 
Great Assembly Hall; 

• A boating regatta 
on the Sea of Galilee, 
featur ing ra f t and 
kayak races – and a 
race between the big 
boats of the local 

Fishing Companies. 
These celebrations 

commemora te t he 
building of the city 3 
years ago by King 
Herod Antipas, and 
named in honour of 
Tiberius, our present 
Roman Emperor. 

Herod moved to 
Tibe r ias f rom the 
previous capital of 
Galilee, Sepphoris.  He 
named this new city as 
the new capital. 

The next issue of 
The Caper Paper will 
include a free lit-out 
containing the detailed 
programme of all the 
anniversary events. 

There will be special 
free offers and reduced 
price tickets for many 
of these events.

PLAIN OF 
GENNESARET 

PRODUCE 
for all your 
fresh fruit 
and veges 

all locally grown 

straight from the soil 
to you 

You will find us on 
Market Days in 

your Town Square

JOHN THE 
BAPTISER IN 

PRISON 
T h e o u t s p o k e n 

Prophet, John the 
Baptiser, has been 
imprisoned by order of 
Herod Antipas. 

It is reported that this 
imprisonment is the 
King’s react ion to 
John’s denunciation of 
his recent divorce and 
marriage to the wife of 
his deceased brother, 
Herodias. 

John made it clear 
that marriages of this 
kind are forbidden by 
the Jewish Law. 

John’s disciples are 
worried about him and 
are keeping as close a 
contact as is allowed 
by the prison author-
ities.

The Cana Posse for 
Law and Order (PLO) 
has reported a spate of 
crimes over the last 
few months. 

The strange thing is 
that this crime wave is 
restricted to robberies 
of a particular kind – 
the theft of town water. 

PLO Officer Firkins 
A p i e c e s a i d t h a t 
people are turning up 
at the town well during 
the night with a cart full 
of all kinds of water 
containers.  They fill 
these containers with 
our precious water. 

Others are taking the 

s t o n e w a t e r j a r s 
(already fil led with 
wa te r ) t ha t s tand 
outside many of the 
houses in Cana. 

Officer Apiece said 
the perpetrators of 
these crimes seem to 
come from other towns 
in Galilee.  The PLO is 
at a loss to know why 
this theft is rife.  They 
know of no problems 
with well water in other 
towns. 

He wondered if there 
was something about 
the water in Cana that 
the town authorities 
don’t know about.

ALL-YOU-NEED 
MEDICAL CLINIC 

This Clinic in Capernaum is Galilee’s 
most comprehensive medical centre 

with treatment for people of all 
religions 

 physicians surgeons 
 gynaecologists midwives 
 prophets herbalists 
 exorcists magicians 
 anointers embalmers 

No appointment necessary

THE LAKE  SEAFOOD  CAFE 
Providing light snacks and meals
All seafood freshly caught in the 

lake
Eat-in or take-away

On the Fisherman’s Wharf in 
Capernaum



LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

NOTICES 

SPORTING RESULTS
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What a game! 
Sadly, just about all 

we’ve heard about last 
week’s Beach Brolli 
m a t c h e s i s t h e 
Mandrake scandal. 

Yet what a great 
match the Magdala v. 
Bethsaida game was! 

I don’t think I’ve seen 
s u c h a n e x c i t i n g 
encounter for years 
and years. 

The double-play – 
and even triple-play – 
was inspired.  And the 
variable waves and 
s a n d t r a p s w e r e 
overcome brilliantly.  
By both teams! 

Ah, what a game! 
Brolli Fan Dan Go, 

Tiberias 

Accepted! 
Only those of us who 

have been placed in 
the category Tax Col-
lectors and Sinners 
know what it means to 
feel rejected. 

So to experience the 
total acceptance that 
Jesus Carpenter gives 
us is really hard to 
describe. 

He even assures 
everyone that God 
accepts us like that. 

I have never had a 
more joyful evening 
than at the banquet 
w i th Jesus tha t I 
hosted for all my tax 
collector friends. 

Nothing comes near 
to being accepted – 
especially by God! 

Matthew Levison, 
the Caper 

Boycott Tiberias 
Whoever heard of a 

city having a cele-
bration for the third 
ann iversary o f i ts 
founding? 

I’m sure Herod is 
fooling no one. 

He’s well aware of 
the determination by 
us Jews not to set foot 
in Tiberias because it 
has been built on the 
site of an old cemetery. 

Let me repeat.  We 
are not going to break 
our laws of cleanliness 
by setting foot in the 
place – now or ever. 

S o h i s p l a n o f 
‘wearing us down’ with 

frequent anniversaries 
is just not going to 
work. 

Stan Dup and B 
Counted, the Caper 

Fishing fairness 
I’m hearing a lot of 

talk on the grape vine 
(accompanied by much 
static) about some plan 
to distinguish between 
p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d 
recreational fishing. 

I gather the reason 
behind this is the 
supposed falling num-
ber of fish in our lake. 

I t ’ s be i ng ove r -
fished, we are told.  If 
we continue, it won’t 
be long before there’s 
nothing there to catch. 

The aim, it seems, is 
to restrict the number 
of fish that can be 
caught by all the dads 
and mums and kids 
who enjoy a spot of 
fishing in their rare bits 
of spare time. 

B u t t h e f i s h i n g 
companies, and pro-
fessional fishermen, 
will be allowed to catch 
as much as they like! 

Who catches most of 
the fish anyway’? 

Join me in telling the 
‘authorities’ not to be 
so over-bearing that 
they over-r ide the 
pleasures of you and 
me by over-protecting 
the companies who 
over-price our sea-
food. 

Rod (Fair Go) Reel, 
the Caper

BLUDGET HOLIDAY SHACKS 
We have a wide range 

of holiday accommodation 
in towns right around the Sea of Galilee 

TIME FOR A SICKIE? THINK BLUDGET 

See the full listing of great BLUDGET 
holiday spots at the Booking Stall in the 

Caper Town Square on market days 

EMPLOYMENT 

FISHERMEN 
Long term employment 

for rel iable workers.  
Contracts includes sub-
stantial fines for leaving 
to become a disciple of 
anyone. 

Apply at Zebedee 
Fishing Co-op at the 
F i she rman ’s Wha r f , 
Capernaum. 

TAX COLLECTOR 
Experienced Tax Col-

lector urgently needed in 
Capernaum area.  Limit-
ed term contract.  Just 
until re-tendering pro-
cess is complete. 

Apply at any Roman 
Government Office. 

FOR RENT 

HOLIDAY SHACK 
Accommodates up to 4 

people.  Close to the 
beach at Gergesa.   Ideal 
f o r s w i m m i n g a n d 
boating.  A short walk to 
the Rocks, noted for 
good fishing. 

BUSINESS 
CLOSURES 

SMALL businesses in 
Galilee closed tempor-
arily due to staff going to 
see what Jesus is doing 
are displaying a ‘Closed - 
Jesus is nearby’ notice 
on their front doors. 

They apologise for any 
inconvenience.

LYSISTRATA 
an anti-war comedy 
by the most popular 

Greek playwright 
ARISTOPHANES 

will be staged by 
the 

Greek Players 
next month 

at Sepphoris 
Rated Adults only 

Tickets available on 
market days from 

the Booking Stall in 
the CapernaumTown 

Square

When in Galilee visit 
MAGDALA 

Tour the FISH PROCESSING 
factory 

Sample and buy from the wide range of 
salted fish 

exported right around the Roman world

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times published by 
Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each is a light-hearted (and 
hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to understand the society of that 
day, and to bridge the gap of time, by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: Matthew 4:12 - 
9:38, Mark 1:16 - 2:17, Luke 4:14 - 5:32, John 2:1-12.          v.18

Galilee Rollerball 
League 

Cana def. Magdala 
24 - 18 
C a p e r n a u m d e f . 
Sennabris 20 - 15 
S e p p h o r i s d e f . 
Tiberias 33 - 12 
Nazareth def. Nain 
18 - 16 
C h o r a z i n d e f . 
Gennesaret 28 - 14 

The top three on the 
Table are: 
Sepphoris 
Capernaum 
Cana 

Sea of Galilee 
Beach Brolli 

Magdala def. Beth-
saida 12-8, 10-12, 
12-9 
G e r g e s a d e f . 
Tiberias 12-10, 12-9 
Gennesa re t de f . 
Capernaum 8-12, 
12-9, 12-4 
At the end of round 5 
Bethsaida 14 pts 
Sennabris 12 
Capernaum 11 
Magdala 9 
Gennesaret 9 
Tiberias 7 
Gergesa 7


