
The 34th year of the reign of King Herod - the 8th day of the 1st month 

The Bethlehem Weekly 
MAGI VISIT BETHLEHEM 
F o u r i m p r e s s i v e 

looking gentlemen, 
cal l ing themselves 
‘Magi’, have made an 
appearance in our 
town. 

They have made a 
long journey from the 
East, and identified 
themselves to our 
r e p o r t e r a s J e m 
Minnigh, Lee Brah, 
Saji Tereeyus, and 
Cap Rickhorn.  They 
are al l Doctors or 
P r o f e s s o r s i n 
Astrology.  

T h e y t o l d o u r 
reporter that they are 
here to see the ‘King 
of the Jews’. 

‘We saw an unusual 
star from our observ-

“IT WAS SUCH 
A STRANGE 

LIGHT” 
The ‘strange’ light 

that seemed to sur-
round their neighbour’s 
house was the thing 
that Omri and Esther 
Isaacson remember 
most about that night 
two days ago when the 
Magi came to Camel 
street. 

What first attracted 
their attention was the 
sound of the bells on 
the camels’ harnesses 
right outside their front 
door, and the strange 
language of the im-
portant looking riders. 

But then they noticed 
the soft and gentle light 
that lit up the house 
next door – from a star 
overhead. 

Esther said she had 
never seen anything 
like that before in her 
life.  It wasn’t scary or 
creepy.  It was warm 
and inviting. 

They felt drawn out of 
their house to watch 
the Magi and even join 
them in their adoration 
of the young chi ld 
staying next door.

atory back home’, Dr 
Rickhorn said, ‘and 
when we checked with 
o u r w r i t i n g s , t h e 
message of this bright 
star was this: the King 
of the Jews had been 
born. 

‘Well, that sounded 
like a very important 
event.  We had to 
check it out.  So we 
decided to find him.  
Of course, we don’t 
visit every king who is 
born, but when his 
birth is proclaimed by 
a star...! 

‘We would have liked 
a little more infor-
mation about where to 
go,’ Professor Minnigh 
added.  ‘But we had 
heard of you Jews, 
and knew your capital 
city was Jerusalem.  
So that’s where we 
headed. 

‘We went straight to 
the palace – where 
else would the king of 
the Jews be?  But they 
knew nothing about 
the birth of a king. 

‘We thought their 
blank looks were a 
little strange. And your 
current king seemed to 
be very d is tu rbed 
when he heard about 
the message the star 
gave us. 

‘His advisers eventu-
ally checked with your 
Jewish writings and 
found somewhere the 
promise that your king 
(‘Messiah’ was the 

term they used, I think) 
would be born here in 
Bethlehem. 

‘So,’ Professor Brah 
continued, ‘we knew 
where to point our 
camels. 

‘And guess what – 
the star appeared 
again, guiding us.  We 
packed away our RAA 
street directory and 
fol lowed i t unt i l i t 
shone right on the 
house where the child 
was staying.  We are 
still so excited that we 
have found him.  We 
r e c k o n t h e l o n g 
journey was worth-
while, really worth-
while.’ 

David Ben Shekel, 
our Town Mayor, said 
that the town was 
honoured to welcome 
such dist inguished 
visitors. 

He went on to say 
that the town council 
has invited the Magi to 
pitch their tents (and 
what splendid tents 
they are) in Central 
park, opposite the 
David Museum, and to 
stay there as long as 
they wish. 

REBEKAH’S 
KITCHEN 

ALL THE TRADITIONAL 
JEWISH MEALS 

AS WELL AS EXOTIC 
DISHES 

Specials during this 
month: 

, 

+ mutton in ginger 
sauce 

+ goat dressed as wild 
game 

+ vegetarian pork 
+ barley bread with 

coriander seeds 
+ cumin quail stew 
+ mock turtle and 

chickpea soup 

Stall 8 at the 
Marketplace 

EAT IN OR TAKE AWAY

GRAIN GROWERS 
INFORMATION DAY 

New methods and devices to save money 
preventing the wasting of seeds on 

paths, shallow soil, thorny ground, etc. 
On Daysix next week 

at the GO WITH THE GRAIN stall (14) 
at the Marketplace 



A YEAR AGO, SHEPHERDS 

NOW MAGI! 

UNUSUAL GIFTS 
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EDITORIAL 
There are ‘Magi’ in town.  Maybe most of 

you have seen their impressive tents in 
Central Park. 

Of course, we Jews don’t have much to 
do with Magi, so I had to go to the library 
to do some research. 

Well, it seems that Magi come close to 
what we would call astrologers. 

They study the heavens, know how stars 
move and can work out where they will be 
next month or next year. 

They give names to stars, know when a 
new star appears, and notice when 
another one disappears. 

They also believe there are links 
between the stars and their movements 
and what happens here on earth. 

That’s also why they sometimes believe 
that the heavens can give messages to us 
humans – if only we watch for them. 

Now, all of this trying to get messages 
from stars, as if they are some kind of 
god, is forbidden by God.  At least as far 
as we Jews are concerned. 

His message to us in the Scripture is 
clear.  Stars were created by him not to 
tell the future or give us messages but to 
give light upon the earth, to rule over the 
night, and with the rest of creation to 
praise the Creator. 
So I am at a loss to know how these 

astrologers could find out about the birth 
of the King of the Jews through methods 
forbidden by God. 
Does this suggest, as Rabbi Gehazi is 

fond of saying, that again this claim that 
the Messiah has come must be false? 
But sometime it has to be true, doesn’t 

it?

Investigations have 
revealed that the 4 
Magi presently in our 
t o w n c a m e h e r e 
especially to visit the 
child, Jesus, the son 
of Joseph and Mary. 

Interestingly enough, 
this was the child, who 
on the night he was 
born here just over a 
year ago, was visited 
by 4 noisy shepherds. 

These shepherds 
claimed this child was 
the Son of God, the 
Saviour.  Now the 
Magi are calling him 
the King of the Jews. 

Joseph and Mary 
also believe that God 
was involved in the 
birth of their son, and 
told them to call him 
Jesus. 

Joseph and Mary 
are from Nazareth.  
They came here for 
the Census.  The birth 
of Jesus made their 
stay longer than they 
expected. 

For the past year 
they have been have 
staying in the guest 
room of their relatives, 
Nahor and Hannah of 
Camel Street.

The Magi concluded 
their first visit to the 
one-year-old Jesus by 
opening the treasure 
chests they had with 
them and giving him 
gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh. 

These gifts struck 
the parents of the 
c h i l d a s ‘ v e r y 
unusual’. 

Many other people 
also think these gifts 
are unusual. 

Mary said she was 
not sure what she 
should do with them. 

She understood they 
were ideal gifts for a 
king – and she knew 
that to the Magi Jesus 

was the ‘King of the 
Jews’ – but he was 
only a year old. 

She wondered if she 
should regard them as 
gifts the Magi wanted 
Jesus to have, to be 
kept for some special 
time in the future. 

Or if they were just 
the way the Magi 
expressed their hom-
age to their king. 

So they could be 
used in whatever way 
Joseph and Mary 
thought fit. 

Joseph seemed to 
be in favour of selling 
the valuable gifts.  At 
the moment,’ he said, 
‘we need the money’. 

EVERYTHING 
TO CARRY EVERYTHING 

Ox and mule carts - 2 and 4 wheeled 
Wheel barrows, Trolleys 

Saddle bags, Sporting bags, Purses, 
Shoulder bags, Sacks of various sizes 
Visit the Cash & Carry stall (24) at the 

marketplace 
YOUR BEST MOVE FOR YOUR NEXT MOVE

BETHLEHEM PEOPLE 
MOVERS 

Auto-Wash for Donkeys, Mules, Camels 
the newest stain removers 

choice of 7 types of brushes and scrubbers 
the latest coat shampoos, conditioners, and 

fluffers 
leather polishers and hoof blackeners 

fresh hay supplied during the wash 
-

Right next to our stall (25) at the Marketplace



DREAMING
Bethlehem’s RESIDENT THINKER shares with us his picture 

of what life could be like in the future

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 
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ZEALOT 
INFLUENCE 
GROWING  
Reports from Jeru-

salem suggest that the 
Zealots are becoming 
an increasingly active 
force in ci t ies and 
towns in Palestine. 

E v e r s i n c e t h e 
Roman Census just 
over a year ago protest 
against Roman control 
over our country has 
become far more vocal. 

It seems that there 
are two things about 
that Census which 
h a v e d r a w n t h i s 
increased opposition: 

- the way i t was 
i m p o s e d o n o u r 
people; and 
- the connection with 
increased taxation. 
Initially there were 

those c i t izens who 
showed their protest by 
refusing to take any 
part in the Census. 

They did this to show 

The BETHLEHEM 
DRESS STALL 

Specialising in 
Woollen and linen 

tunics 

Mantles converting 
to blankets for cosy 

sleeping 
Headgear of cloth 

and netting 
Belts, with secure 
money pockets 
Shoes, sandals 

Find us at stall 3 at 
the Marketplace

I know this column is 
devoted to the future. 

But what our town 
has experienced over 
the last two days has 
b e e n s u c h a n 
amazing happening!  I 
think I need to put the 
future aside for a bit to 
glory in the present. 

I think we have been 
privileged to witness 
God working one of 
his miracles. 

Imagine that – being 
there when God acts!  
When he does some-
thing right out of the 
ordinary!  When he 
acts in a freedom that 
breaks his own rules! 

If we can believe our 
visiting Magi, God has 
u s e d o n e o f h i s 
created stars to tell 
them about the birth of 
the promised King of 
the Jews. 

That is amazing 
because for us Jews, 
he has told us to listen 
to his prophets, and to 
his Scriptures.  That’s 
where we hear his 
messages. 

But we Jews seem 
to imagine that they 

are the ONLY ways 
that God chooses to 
speak to us humans. 

Why do we find it so 
hard to allow God to 
step out of the usual, 
the customary, and to 
do the unusual, do 
whatever he wants? 

He has used a star 
t o s p e a k t o 
astrologers from the 
East.  They haven’t 
got prophets there, or 
the Scriptures – so he 
used a star.  He spoke 
their language. 

True, it’s a language 
he said he wouldn’t 
use to speak to us 
Jews.  But why can’t 
he use a star to speak 
to Magi! 

And for the future 
(my glorying in the 
present is now done!) 
I can see peop le 
learning from this 
miracle.  I see them 
watching and listening 
(far better than we are 
doing) to what is going 
on around them. 

And there – in their 
world and in their daily 
l i f e – h e a r i n g a 
message from God.

their ‘zeal’ for a free, 
independent Israel. 

Now, however, there 
appears to be more 
Jews joining the ranks 
of these Zealots. 

The movement is also 
finding more ways to 
express their hatred of 
Roman rule and their 
goal of release from 
this rule. 

The Roman author-
ities, of course, are 
starting to take more 
interest in the Zealots. 

Dear sir, 
How many more 

injuries will be inflicted 
on people before the 
authorities do some-
thing about the lack of 
safety on our roads? 

Reports about rob-
bers who even dare to 
jump out in broad 
dayl ight to at tack 
travellers make me 
very apprehensive 
every time I have to 
travel.  Especially on 
the road to Jericho. 

When will the Crowd 
Safety Officers and 

the Roman authorities 
stop handballing the 
problem to each other, 
with the result that 
noth ing happens?  
T r a v e l l e r s n e e d 
protection now. 

At the very least, 
w h y a r e n ’ t s i g n s 
erected at the most 
dangerous spots with 
the warning ‘Beware, 
danger of robbers for 
the next 2 kilocubits’? 

Please, let’s have 
some protection! 

Yours sincerely, 
Iwan Toobe Safe

ROMAN TRAVEL CLUB 
JERUSALEM BRANCH 

TOURS of KING HEROD’S NEW BUILDINGS 
The Jerusalem Temple Complex. 

The new City of Caesarea with its theatre, 
hippodrome, harbour, and aqueducts. 

The Herodium, his palace-fortress, with 
artificial lake. 

The Jericho winter palace, with bathhouse, 
sunken garden, and theatre. 

The re-built fortress at Machaerus. 
The re-fortified bastion at Masada, with 

palace, barracks for soldiers and storerooms. 
All tours leave from the Jerusalem City Centre



- - - - - NOTICES - - - - -

� Pag	

Page	� 			The	Bethlehem	Weekly		34th	year	of	King	Herod,	8th	day,	1st	month.4

LETTERS 
From p.3	

Dear Sir, 
I want to express the 

fears that I, and many 
of those to whom I 
speak, are feeling at 
the moment. 

We are becoming 
more and more fearful 
of the threats that the 
Roman author i t ies, 
including King Herod, 
are making against us 
as Jewish people. 

Even living here in 
t h e c i t y o f D a v i d 
doesn’t seem to give us 
a greater sense of 
peace than anyone 
else. 

I don’t know where it 
will all end, but I can 
only see long trouble 
and serious blood-shed 
ahead. 

Of course, there are 
those like the Zealots 
who are trying to help 
the Jewish cause. 

But I am not aware of 
any of our people who 
support them or their 
methods. 

I also hear that a new 
group is starting.  They 
claim that the promised 
Messiah has come. 

They claim he was 
born in our village, and 
I gather he is called 
Brian. 

This new group is 
calling themselves the 
‘Pythons’.  And  no one 
seems to know the 
reason for this name. 

Seriously, is all this 
political manoeuvring 
and underground an-
archy really going to 
get us anywhere? 

I know that the fears I 
h a v e w i l l o n l y b e 
allayed if and when all 

EMPLOYMENT 

T R A N S P O R T 
DRIVERS. Mule Train 
and Ox Cart drivers are 
needed to transport fish 
and other commodities 
from towns around the 
Sea of Galilee.   

Applicants need to 
hold current Animal 
Driver Licenses and an 
A Grade Certificate in 
App rop r i a te An ima l 
Care. 

All details and forms 
are at the Employment 
s t a l l ( 5 ) a t t h e 
Marketplace. 

FOR SALE 

P H Y L A C T E R I E S  
Locally made and hand-
crafted.  Snugly fitting on 
the forehead or arm. 

Competitive prices. 
At the Bring and Buy 

s t a l l ( 1 8 ) a t t h e 
Marketplace. 

F R E S H V E G E -
TA B L E S  F r e s h y 
s u p p l i e d o n e v e r y 
m a r k e t d a y . N o w 
stocked with cabbage, 
turnips, lettuce, lentils, 
b e a n s , c h i c k p e a s , 

of us as Jews call on 
our God with fervent 
prayer and fasting. 

Who is going to join 
me? 

Yours sincerely, 
Onja Nees 

___________ 
Dear Sir, 
When wi l l al l the 

complaining about the 
terrible situation we 
Jews are facing going 
to stop? 

What we need is 
action! – now!  The 
Zealots are the boys to 
do it!  Join them now! 

Yours sincerely, 
Fred Omnow 

cucumbers, asparagus, 
Egyptian beans and 
pumpkins.  At the Bring 
and Buy stall (18) at the 
Marketplace. 

WEDDING 

Samuel and Naomi 
Bensimon remind guests 
and residents of the 
Wedding of their son, 
Benjamin, to Rachel, the 
daughter of Moses and 
Orpah Peterson to be 
held next week. 

The Bridal Procession 
t o t h e B e n s i m o n 
residence will take place 
on Dayone next week, 
w i t h t h e W e d d i n g 
Ceremony fol lowing.  
The feast will last for 5 
days. 

(Be aware of the local 
mobile drug and alcohol 
testing unit.) 

SHORT HOLIDAYS 

CHARIOT RACES.  
T h e f i n a l s o f t h e 
Palestine Series will be 
held on the fifth and 
sixth days of next month 
at the Hippodrome at 
Caesarea.  For tickets 
and overnight accom-
m o d a t i o n v i s i t t h e 
Tourism stall (1) at the 
Marketplace. 

J E R I C H O B AT H -
HOUSE.     Ideal for 
corporate conferences 
and private workouts.  
Spacious area for hot 
a n d c o l d b a t h s .  
H o l i d a y s a n d 
conferences arranged 
through the Tourism stall 
(1) at the Market-place. 

THEATRE PACKAGE 
JERUSALEM.  2 plays 
a t t h e J e r u s a l e m 
amphitheatre plus 2 
nights at the Jerusalem 
Inn.  Special rates 
dur ing nex t month .  
Book at the Tourism stall 
(1) at the Marketplace. 

ROMAN TAXATION 
OFFICE 

TENDERS 
are being called for 

the office of 

TAX COLLECTOR 
in Bethlehem 

Information available 
from the 
ROMAN 

GOVERNMENT 
CENTRE 

on Main Street 
Tenders to be received 
before the end of this 

month

JEM the JEWELLER 
Bethlehem Outpost 

Local and imported stones 

Specialising in 
Bridal adornments 

Necklaces of gold and silver 
Ear, Nose, and Signet rings 
Bracelets, Anklets, Frontlets 

See us at STALL 4 at the Marketplace

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  
Each is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) 
attempt to understand the society of that day, and to 
bridge the gap of time, by moving their society closer to 
ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue is 
Matthew 2:1-12, with incidental references to Genesis 27 
and Matthew 13:1-9                     v.18


