
The 32nd year of the reign of King Herod - the 27th day of the 12th month 

The Bethlehem Weekly  

We investigate the events of the night of the twenty-fourth 

SOMETHING IS HAPPENING 
but exactly what . . ? 

 Continued on p.2 

DISINHERITED SON CAUSES 
RUMPUS 

The shepherds were 
the ones who made 
our town aware that 
something was afoot.  
They caused a great 
commotion during the 
night.	

The Crowd Safety 
officers were called to 
the scene.  They 
reported that many 
people in Field Road 

We investigate: 
The Shepherds

RAA 
ROAD ADVICE and 

ASSISTANCE 
Bethlehem Branch 

We can help you plan 
your journey home after 

the Census wherever 
your home may be 

We can help: 
by suggesting alternate 

routes 

by listing all camping 
sites with our RAA star 

ratings 

by test-riding your 
donkey, mule or camel 

for the return trip 

by repairing your 
camping gear 

by giving information 
about robber attack 

black spots 

WE KNOW THE ROADS

and Sheep Lane were 
disturbed by the noise 
and shouting made by 
the shepherds. 

Citizens awoken by 
the din were sure that 
there were far more 
than just 4 shepherds, 
so g rea t was the 
commotion.	

The 4 were identified 
as Ishmael, Eliezer, 
Joshua and Jotham.	

The first reaction of 
t he Crowd Sa fe ty 
officers was to arrest 
these shepherds.  But 
after listening to their 
story, and noting the 
negative results to the 
mandatory walking-
the - l i ne d rug and 
a l c o h o l t e s t , t h e 
officers released them 
with a caution. 

J o t h a m t o l d o u r 
reporter ‘I was sur-
prised that we were 
actually waking and 
disturbing people.  We 
were simply praising 
God for the wonderful 
privilege of being able 
to see and worship the 
new-born Messiah.’ 

Our invest igat ion 
s h o w s t h a t t h e 
shepherds were not 
deliberately noisy or 
drunk.  They were 
simply convinced that 

God had finally sent 
his Messiah – and 
they had seen him. 

We investigate: 
The Field

In a field to the east of 
ou r t own I shmae l , 
Eliezer, Joshua and 
Jotham, were caring for 
their sheep.	

All of them reported 
seeing an angel; being 

terrified at the sight of 
its glory; and hearing a 
message about the 
birth of the Saviour.  
Then a whole choir of 
angels sang in praise 
of God. 

Close investigation of 
the field failed to find 
a n y e v i d e n c e i n 
support of their story.	

T h e g r a s s , f o r 
example, showed no 

Crowd Safety Of-
ficers were called to 
the Cohen farm north 
of Bethlehem early 
this week. 

They found a heated 
argument in progress.  
Dan Cohen and his 
son, Gad, who jointly 
run the farm, were 
conf ron t ing Dan ’s 
disinherited son, Tad. 

More than a year 
ago Tad asked for his 
share of the family 
inheritance and left to 
‘find his own way’ in 
life. 

But he wasted all the 
money.  ‘He’s quite a 
lad, Tad,’ Gad said. 

Now, broken and 
destitute, he asked to 
work as a slave on the 
Cohen farm. 

However, Dan and 
Gad, still reeling from 
being treated by Tad’s 
departure as if they 
had died, told our 
reporter, ‘We don’t 
know of a Tad Cohen. 

‘We once had a son 
and a brother by that 
name but he is dead.  
We want this prodigal 
off our property.’ 

Calmness returned 
only when Tad left, 
vowing never to return 
to the farm, or even to 
Bethlehem, again.
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signs of unusual panic 
b y s h e p h e r d s o r 
sheep.  Nor did the 
grass show any trace 
of being singed in any 
way by some bright 
and burning ‘glory’. 

While some sheep 
went missing while the 
shepherds went to 
Bethlehem, there’s no 
way of knowing if they 
just wandered off, or if 
they were frightened 
by what frightened the 
shepherds 

No one in the vicinity 
of the field heard or 
saw anything unusual 
during the night. 

However, none of 
that is proof that the 
shepherd’s story is 
false.  Their accounts 
are surprisingly vivid 
and all four seem to 
have witnessed exactly 
the same things.	

SOMETHING IS HAPPENING	
From p.1

We investigate: 
The Parents

Joseph and Mary 
expressed surprise 
that shepherds visited 

them on the night of 
their son’s birth. 

But they said they 
weren’t surprised that 
these shepherds called 
their son the Messiah 
and the Son of God. 

Or that they had seen 
and heard angels. 

Joseph admitted that 
both he and Mary had 
been visited by angels 
before.  Because of 
that they are convinced 
that their son really is 
the promised Messiah, 
the Son of God. 

O f c o u r s e , t h e 
react ions they get 
when they speak about 
their son, means that 
they don’t talk about it 
very much.  But when 
pressed they are open 
a b o u t w h a t h a s 
happened to them. 

T h e p a r e n t s a r e 
cer ta in ly fa r more 
subdued than the noisy 
shepherds, who don’t 
care what people think 
about their beliefs.

EDITORIAL 
,Again we have been confronted by a 

claim that the Messiah has at last been 
born and is here among us. 
I say ‘again’ because these claims seem 

to be coming along quite regularly, es-
pecially over the last few hundred years. 
But despite all the ‘proof’ and all the 

enthusiasm and hope engendered by 
these claims, each time it has turned out 
to be false.  It has all come to nothing. 
Well, not really to nothing.  Now that the 

Romans are in control of our country (and 
the same happened under Syrian control 
before them) we have ended up with 
increased suffering and pain. 
The promise connected with the Messiah 

(which we are hanging on to with all our 
strength) is that of political freedom.  
Every time we hear that the Messiah has 
indeed arrived we somehow find the spirit 
to rally together - many willing and ready 
to take up arms - to break from the yoke 
that Rome has imposed on us. 
But that has only stiffened the Roman 

determination to keep us under their 
control and to put down, with growing 
cruelty, our efforts and hopes for 
freedom.  So each time our situation gets 
worse. 
Many in our beloved Israel greet each 

new announcement of the arrival of the 
Messiah with growing consternation and 
fear.  They know that once again our 
hopes are going to be dashed and still 
more of our loved ones are going to die. 
Don’t get me wrong.  When the Messiah 

comes I will be there with you – fighting 
for our freedom if that is necessary. 
BUT how do we know which ‘Messiah’ is 

really the Messiah? 
That’s the problem we face.

Bethlehem Agricultural 
Bureau 

ALERT for 
Shepherds & 

Goatherds 
At this time there are 
more than the usual 
number of wolves in 
the f ields around 
Bethlehem. 
A l l h e r d e r s o f 
livestock are advised 
to be wary at all 
times, and to make 
sure that all crooks, 
baseball bats and 
s l ingshots are in 
good repair.

We investigate: 
The Witnesses
T h e o n l y o t h e r 

witnesses to these 
events of three nights 
ago were a number of 
c i t izens who were 
d i s t u r b e d b y t h e 
shepherds. 

But all they witnes-
sed was the shep-
herd’s joyful and noisy 
reaction to the good 
news they believed 
they had heard and 
seen. 

So they can offer no 
real independent evi-
dence about what 

THE GOOD OIL 
Needing oil for 

+ cooking and food dressing 
+ anointing guests 

+ after-bathing skin-care 
+ personal grooming 

+ anointing and medicinal healing 
+ lamp fuel 
+ sacrifices 

WE HAVE IT ALL at stall 20 at the Marketplace 
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SOMETHING IS HAPPENING	
From p.2

actually happened out 
there in the field in the 
middle of the night. 

We investigate: 
The Synagogue
Finally we spoke to 

Rabbi Gehazi at the 
B e t h l e h e m S y n a -
gogue.  Since the 
shepherds and the 
parents all claim God’s 
involvement, we felt it 
was important to hear 
his opinion. 

He said he could 
make no comments on 
t h e b e l i e f o f t h e 
parents. 

But he outlined very 
forcefully the Syna-
g o g u e ’ s v i e w o n 
shepherds.  He said 
his comments did not 
in any way reflect on 
t h e c h a r a c t e r o f 
I s h m a e l , E l i e z e r , 
Joshua or Jotham, but 
shepherds were not 
n o t a b l e f o r b e i n g 
religious people.  Their 
duties prevented them 
from their God-required 
duty of worship, a 
serious sin. 

‘And why on earth’, 
h e a d d e d , ‘ w o u l d 
a n g e l s a p p e a r t o 

people like that?  Why 
would they be the ones 
chosen to receive such 
an important message 
for the whole world?’ 

Rabbi Gehazi con-
cluded by saying – in 
the nicest way possible 
– ‘I simply couldn’t 
believe anything said 
by shepherds’. 

Our conclusions
Our invest iga tors 

have real dif f iculty 
dismissing the events 
of the night of the 24th 
as quickly as Rabbi 
Gehazi. 

We can’t help feeling 
that Joseph and Mary 
and the four shepherds 
are quite genuine in 
their account of what 
they bel ieved hap-
pened. 

But are their beliefs 
justifiable?  Have they 
really been caught up 
in something bigger 
than any of us can 
c o n c e i v e – e v e n 
something from God 
himself?	

Or is it all just their 
imagination? 

Perhaps only time will 
tell.

BETHLEHEM PEOPLE MOVERS
Our yard is well stocked with

New, Second-hand, and Re-conditioned
Donkeys, Mules, and Camels
- speedy walk-beside models
- dependable single-seaters

- double seaters with extra luggage bags
- strong and steady three-seaters

All with star ratings showing the number of 
minas of fodder consumed per kilocubits

For all your people-moving needs
see us at stall 25 at the Marketplace

DREAMING
Bethlehem’s RESIDENT THINKER shares with us his 

picture of what life could be like in the future
In the second year 

after the Flood, in the 
fourth year of the 
reign of King David – 
as Jews we know 
when those years 
were. 

In the thirty-second 
year of the reign of 
K ing Herod – we 
certainly know about 
that year, because we 
are l iv ing through 
Herod’s reign. 

In the first year of 
Ptolemy the First, in 
the year that Aristotle 
was born – years like 
that we may know 
very little about, if 
a n y t h i n g a t a l l .  
Because they are 
years we have not 
learned about and 
belong to countries we 
know nothing about. 

But these days we 
are becoming drawn 
into the life and history 
of other nations – for 
better or for worse. 

Both experts and 

dabblers in history find 
it really difficult to 
make the jump from 
nation to nation.  And 
to relate the events in 
one nation to those in 
another.  And then to 
get an ordered picture 
of word events. 

But I see a world, 
s o m e t i m e i n t h e 
f u t u r e , w h e r e a l l 
nations number the 
years in the same 
way.  Everyone will 
h a v e a c o m m o n 
understanding of the 
y e a r t e n , o r o n e 
hundred, or whatever 
it is. 

While I dream about 
it happening I have no 
idea about when it will 
actually come about. 

For it to happen 
there will need to be 
some event that will 
have significance for 
every nation on earth, 
for the whole world. 

But what kind of an 
event would that be?

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR

Dear sir, 
Census pigeons!  I 

must say that this idea 
l a u n c h e d b y o u r 
Resident Thinker last 
w e e k h a s b e e n 
set t l ing more and 
more comfortably in 
my mind. 

Surely some of our 
local pigeon fanciers 
could put their skills to 
work to see if such 
training is possible – 
and practical. 

My only reservation 
i s t h a t s o m e 
households may be 
tempted to dispense 
with the chicken feed 
and think pigeon pie 
instead. 

I wouldn’t want the 
dreams of our Thinker 
to be no more than 
pie in the sky. 

Yours sincerely, 
Joshua Waytencee 

- 

Letters continue on the 
next page
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LETTERS 
Dear Sir, 
Isn’t this census a 

trying time? 
There are so many 

p e o p l e c r o w d i n g 
around.  It feels like we 
are living in Jerusalem! 

I miss our usual small 
town life and atmos-
phere. 

Then there’s all the 
relatives you have to 
meet and accommo-
date.  Not that I don’t 
enjoy that – but in 
smaller doses, if you 
don’t mind. 

And there are always 
those relatives whom 
you don’t get on with 
(we all have those, 
don’t we?). And they 
are all here at the 
same time. 

If the census pigeons 
dreamed up by our 
Resident Thinker can 
really do the job, I say 
‘bring them on’. 

Yours sincerely, 
P Sanquiette 

_____________ 

Dear Sir, 
D e s p i t e N o a h ’ s 

complaint (last week’s 
letters) that the census 
will result in more taxes 
(and I agree with him) I 
still think it’s a great 
few weeks. 

Just to mention a few 
things: 

Our town is bene-
f i t t i n g f i n a n c i a l l y, 
tourism is flourishing, 
it’s great catching up 
with distant relatives, 
and we gain a real 
sense of being the 
family of David. 

I would enjoy oc-
casions like this far 
more often, even if one 
result is more taxes.  I 

Bethlehem Town 
Council 

Changes to RUBBISH 
DISPOSAL 

in force for the 
next six months 

The town tip is open 
each day, 

except the Sabbath and 
Festivals 

from the SECOND to the 
ELEVENTH hours 

Household waste: 
Accepted on any day of 
the week during opening 

hours 

Recyclable material: 
Accepted only on 

DAYFOUR each week 

Green waste: 
Accepted only on 

DAYFIVE each week 

Play your part in 
keeping our town 
clean and green

EMPLOYMENT 

CARPENTER, experi-
enced (visiting from 
Nazareth and trained by 
the Nazareth Technical 
College) is available for 
employment or odd 
jobs.  He needs to 
provide for a son, now.  
Contact can be made 
through the Employment 

stall (5) at the Market-
place. 

FOR SALE 

WOOLLEN garments, 
hand woven from the 
finest Palestine wool.  
All stock 10% off.  At the 
‘Sheep World’ stall (12) 
at the Marketplace. 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

VETERINARIAN.  Highly 
qualified veterinarians 
for all animals are on 
ca l l a t t he An ima l 
Hospital (Stall 11 at the 
Marketplace).  Able to 
treat all injuries and 
offer the latest potions 
and remedies for animal 
diseases.  Unrestricted 
visiting while animals 
are hospitalised. 

PERSONAL 

Joseph and Mary (from 
Nazareth) wish to thank 
m a n y f r i e n d s a n d 
relatives for all their 
help during and after 
the birth of their son.  
Thank you for all the 
baby goods loaned or 
given to us. 
A special thanks to the 
shepherds, I shmael, 
E l iezer, Joshua and 
Jotham, for becoming so 
important to us and 
assuring us of the truth 
of our faith. 

LOST AND FOUND 

FOUND.  Ten sheep 
wandering in the fields 
east of Beth lehem.  
They are being held in 
the fold of Joab son of 
L e v i u n t i l t h e i r 
shepherds come to call 
them by name. 

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE 

How it works 
Find these cross words 
hidden in the grid 
below.  They may run 
vertically, horizontally, 
or diagonally, reading 
up or down. 
The solution will be pin-
ned on the front door of 
the Pastimes stall (4) at 
the Market place on Day-
two next week. 

APOPLECTIC 
CROSS 
FUMING 
HEATED 
INALATHER 
INFURIATED 
SEETHING 
SORE 
TEEDOFF 
UPINARMS 
UPSET 
WRATHFUL 

LWSEETESPU 
SRFFODEEDP 
DETAIRUFNI 
EHEATEDENN 
ETSTAHENRA 
SAREHQFRQR 
SLLEPIFUOM 
OADDFFNKLS 
RNFUMINGKC 
CITCELPOPA
wonder how many 
readers agree. 

Yours sincerely, 
Les Getoogezzar

KORAH 

FENCING 

CONTRACTORS 
Skilled in 

constructing all kinds 
of fences and walls 

SPECIALISING in 
solid long-lasting 

domestic stone walls 
and sheepfolds 

BUILT & REPAIRED in 
the traditional way, 
the way grandfather 

did it 

We fence you in 
properly 

See us at STALL 6 at 
the Marketplace.

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  
Each is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) 
attempt to understand the society of that day, and to 
bridge the gap of time, by moving their society closer to 
ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue is Luke 
2:8-20, with incidental references to Luke 15:11-32.    v.18


