
The MIZPAH TIDINGS 
 

Introduction 
 

The Local Rag Trade, as the newspaper business has been referred to, is not an easy profession.  
All employees work under enormous pressures.  The pressure of deadlines, of getting the story out 
before anyone else, of digging up the truth while avoiding law suits, of possible takeovers, of getting 
sufficient advertising dollars, of pleasing the fickle reading public, of competing with other non-print 
news media, of doing one’s bit to change the world.  And so on.  And not many readers know about 
all this pressure. 

Even in Biblical times the pressure must have been enormous.  And I can’t think of a more difficult 
time than the period usually referred to as the Old Testament Time of the Judges, including the 
decades leading up to this time and the decades following. 

The Local Rag Trade at that time had pressures we today can hardly even imagine.  What 
newspaper business today would cope with a society where the grape vine distributed information 
to all parts of the nation even before the reporters had finished writing the story.  Where advertising 
may have been thought of, but wasn’t remotely necessary.  Where hostile nations didn’t plan multi-
million dollar takeovers, but the destruction of their presses, and offices, and employees, and the 
whole town and district in which they did business. 

That’s why I have infinite admiration for the newspaper barons early in the formation and history 
of the Israelite nation.  I mean, you read the Bethel Bugle (at least the few surviving issues) from 
the Time of the Judges, and you hardly pick up even any hints about the stress and pressure under 
which they worked.  [Of course, there is one reference to trouble at Bethel.  But a neighbouring tribe 
stepped in and took over the operation so that the paper continued.] 

And when eventually it was not possible for the Bethel newspaper to continue any more, the 
Israelite Tribal Leaders Council (TLC) simply stepped in and moved the whole newspaper business 
to Mizpah. 

That’s how the Mizpah Tidings began.  Like those before it, it was a newspaper keeping their 
nation informed about what was going on.  And at that time, although they may not have been aware 
of it, it was about the appearance of their Kings. 

You will find that this newspaper will also keep quiet about the pressures under which the Local 
Rag Trade worked.  Simply because that’s what it takes to bring people the news. 

Again, what follows is not every edition of the Mizpah Tidings – not by a long way.  I have chosen 
just 6 editions, a selection that I think reports on the most significant aspects of their history at that 
time.  Most of them are called special editions as they deal with the enthronement, the death, or 
anniversary celebrations of their kings.  The disadvantage of a selection like this (of issues that are 
not the normal run-of-the-mill editions) gives, of course, a slightly uncharacteristic picture of the 
Tidings as a newspaper.  For that I apologize. 
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