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Special issue 
This edition marks the end of an unsettling 

10 years of rebellion, bloodshed and 

payback that finally enabled Solomon to be 

established as the king of our nation. 

Of course, he became king a year ago, 

but only now is it clear that his hold on the 

kingship is secure. 

The Tidings was recently granted an 

interview with our new King.  We share that 

interview with our readers as a way of 

reviewing his path to the throne and 

celebrating his enthronement as our king. 

Looking Back 
King Solomon, can I start by 

asking what memories you have of 
your childhood? 

The crowded life in the palace 
harem.  The tensions and rivalry.  
Especially with all my step-brothers 
and to a lesser degree with my step-
sisters.  The strained relationships 
between all the mothers in the harem.  
And our Dad had very little to do with 
us as children. 

Do you remember when you first 
become aware of the possibility 
that you may become King? 

Oh yes, about 10 years ago.  It was 
when Absalom began making his 
moves to take over as king. 

You know Absalom was Dad’s 
favourite son.  They had a really close 
relationship, though the closeness 

(as it turned out) was more from 
Dad’s side than Absalom’s. 

That’s why it came as a real 
surprise when he told me that I was 
the one to follow him as king.  He said 
our God had chosen me, just as he 
himself had been chosen by God to 
be king. 

And I was chosen to be the one 
who would build a great temple. 

He told me all this was a secret I 
must keep to myself.  And that I have 
to trust God to bring it all about.  He 
also said that out of all his wives, he 
loved my mum the most – and to 
keep that a secret too. 

He liked sharing stories about his 
early life with me.  And I enjoyed 
hearing them. 

Did he tell you what was 

“Who Will Be Our Next King?” 
At the same time as you were 

told of your role as the next king, 

we began to wonder who would be 
the one to take over after your 
father.  At first, we thought it would 
be Absalom.  But it didn’t turn out 
that way. 

Can you give us your slant on 
the Absalom Conspiracy (as it is 
now being called)? 

As everyone knew, Absalom was 
Dad’s eldest son at that time.  So he 
assumed he would succeed Dad as 
king.  (You don’t mind if I speak of 
Dad with a capital letter, do you?  It’s 
hard to change old habits.) 

But Absalom was very impatient, 
proud, and self-confident.  His horse 

involved in being a king? 

Frequently.  He didn’t want me to 
forget the ‘important things’ as he 
called them. 

And just before he died he went 
through them all again.  Even though 
I know them by heart. 

Be strong.  Don’t forget what your 
God requires of you.  Obey him; keep 
his laws.  Then you will prosper, and 
everything will work for the best for 
you.  Then the loving promises God 
has made to us and our descendants 
will be fulfilled. 

 
UNFAIR 

The King’s Policy regarding 

FORCED LABOUR 

UNFAIR,  UNFAIR 

UNFAIR 
It happened when the palace 

was built. 

It will happen again with the 

building of the Temple! 
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and chariot and escort of 50 
bodyguards was meant to advertise 
himself as ‘king material’. 

And it worked, didn’t it? 

Only when he supported it with 
promises to correct all the injustice he 
blamed on Dad.  We couldn’t stand 
his boasting about the support he 
said he was getting.  But four years 
later he was confident enough to get 
himself proclaimed king at Hebron. 

How did his death in the battle 
that followed affect you? 

I guess I wasn’t all that surprised.  
And he knew he was taking great 
risks.  But I was appalled at the 
manner of his death.  Dad’s reaction, 
his deep and open grief, surprised 
me.  It revealed much about the love 
he had for all of us, as his children. 

One result of Absalom’s 
conspiracy is that it seemed to 
embolden others to voice their 
criticism of the king.  Shimei was 
the first. 

I was there when Shimei gave Dad 
and all of us his public dressing-
down.  I remember thinking:  If I were 
the king, I wouldn’t take this lying 
down like Dad is.  Later he even 
forgave him. 

Then Sheba led a revolt. 

I was pleased that at least Dad 
dealt with that straight away. 

The other thing that got our 
nation thinking about the wisdom 
of having a new king was the 
census.   The census of the king’s 
fighting men. 

Yes, I think that happened 
because of the hard time Dad was 

Looking To The Future 

going through.  He wanted to give a 
strong message that he wasn’t a 
spent force. 

The Census also showed his lack 
of trust in his God at that time.  He 
was boasting of his own power. 

And the fall-out of it all was the 
God-sent plague as a punishment for 
Dad.  But it had such a dreadful effect 
on the whole of our nation. Dad felt 
very guilty about that. 

Then a year ago there was a new 
contender, Adonijah, your oldest 
step-brother.  I guess you were 
aware of his moves? 

Yes.  But I was surprised he took a 
page from Absalom’s scroll.  The 
chariot and bodyguards!  He also 
worked on gaining supporters who 
were well known and had power.  
People like Joab, the commander of 
the army, and Abiathar, the priest. 
Dad, feeling his age, didn’t take any 
real notice of what was happening. 

At any rate our citizens saw that 
something brewing.  Then unex-
pectedly, and all in a rush, (at least 
that’s how it seemed) we knew 
who our new king would be.  Not 
Adonijah.  You!  The timing of it 
took you by surprise, too, didn’t it? 

Of course.  And it could have all 
been so different. 

Adonijah went ahead with his 
plans, a feast at which he would be 
proclaimed king in Jerusalem – 
without Dad’s knowledge. 

But that day Dad was finally 
informed about what was going on.  
He acted swiftly and decisively.  He 

had me officially proclaimed king just 
a few streets away.  Our party soon 
drowned out Adonijah’s party. 

And I found myself on the throne. 

But none of us, as we got to hear 
of all the goings on of that day, 
were sure you would be able to 
hold on to the kingship.  Did you 
share those feelings? 

Oh yes.  But I had Dad’s support.  
And Adonijah quickly recapitulated, 
submitting himself to me. 

King David died a short time 
after you became king.  Did that 
de-stabilize you in any way? 

It did, but Dad had spoken to me 
before he died.  He told me in no 
uncertain terms that the promises he 
had made to those who had rebelled 
against him, were promises that did 
not apply to me.  And I should get rid 
of all opposition to my rule. 

So during the past year I have 
done that. 

That’s why Adonijah, Joab, and 
Shimei, have faced the courts and 
been put to death.  And Abiathar is 
banished. 

Our nation certainly appreciates 
the stability we are now enjoying. 
Can we speak now about the future 
of our nation?  Which calls for a 
new heading. 

 

UNFAIR 
Our Forced Labour Teams 

will have to build the Temple 

competing with FOREIGN 

Forced Labour Teams 

brought along by king Hiram 

UNFAIR 
Why are OUR Forced Labour 

Teams deprived of work? 

FOREIGN Teams are 

being whipped instead of us! 
 

UNFAIR, UNFAIR, 

UNFAIR 

I’m sure you’ve used the past 
year to plan what you want to 
accomplish as our king.  What are 
your plans for our nation? 

Oh, I have so many.  The very first 
thing I want to do is to build a Temple 
to house the Ark of the Covenant. 

That’s right, you said you were 
chosen to do that. 

Dad has put some wonderful 
materials aside for it.  And I want to 
ask for King Hiram’s help, just as he 
provided assistance with the building 
of the palace some years ago. 
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I’m looking for cedar trees and 
construction workers.  I plan to build 
the Temple over the place where 
Abraham almost offered Isaac as an 
offering to God.  It will be a tradition-
rich and historic building for our 
nation.  And efforts will be made to 
make it earthquake proof. 

What do you want do do next? 

I think it will soon be time for a 
reshuffle of Dad’s administration.  I 
have been giving thought to 
increasing the number of 
Government Departments from 5 to 
9.  The 11 chiefs of these 9 
departments (the largest of these 
each need 2 chiefs) will form a 
Cabinet to manage the Departments. 

I hope not too many things will 
get locked away in that Cabinet . . . 

No, it’s not that kind of a cabinet.  
Oh, I see, press humour! 

Then I also have plans of dividing 
our land into 12 Districts, each with its 
own Governor.  That will make the 
necessary process of levying and 
collecting taxes so much easier. 

And each District would be 
rostered to provide all the provisions 
for the royal household for one month 
every year. 

And that reminds me.  Are the 
rumours true that once the Temple 
is under way, there are plans for 
extensions to the palace? 

Of course, conditions there are 
becoming quite cramped. 

I have in mind extensions to the 
wives’ quarters and the harem, and 

new apartments for the dignitaries 
who visit from time to time.  We also 
need what I would call a Throne Hall, 
with an adjoining Hall of Judgment. 

A larger storehouse and armoury 
would I think complete the extensions 
and meet our needs for at least a few 
years into the future. 

Well, all that will keep you very 
busy . . . 

But at the same time the defence 
of our nation also requires constant 
attention.  I envisage a few more 
fortified cities. 

And even more importantly a well 
organised system of fortresses that 
will extend throughout the land.  We 
have the forced labour to carry out 
this construction work, and the 
security of our nation will be assured. 

I’m sure our citizens will be 
gratified to hear that . . . 

A really exciting new venture for 
our nation is also on our drawing 
boards.  Shipping and trading.  I want 
to build a sea port and a fleet of 
trading boats so we can obtain 
produce from all over the world. 

And we are looking at a horse 
breeding facility to strengthen our 
fighting capabilities.  We can even 
export these animals to other 
countries to even our balance of 
trade. 

Thank you, your majesty, for the 
privilege of speaking with you. 

It has been enlightening to hear 
about some of your plans to make 
Israel great. 

 

 

Solomon, 

the Wise 

A recent release from the Palace 
PR Unit is suggesting that our King 
will go down in history as Solomon, 
the Wise. 

King Solomon offered multiple 
offerings last week at our chief 
Worship Centre at Gibeon.  While he 
was there I AM appeared to him in a 
dream. 

God promised to give Solomon 
whatever he wanted to ask for.  After 
deep consideration Solomon asked 
for wisdom to rule your nation so 
every single person gets justice. 

According to the Palace PR, God 
was very pleased with this request.  
He said he would do it – and also give 
him riches and an honour without 
equal as well. 

Then two days ago, two women 
brought one baby to him, both 
claiming it was their own.  Solomon 
decreed that the baby should be cut 
in half and each woman receive an 
equal share.  But one strongly 
objected to this decision. 

This woman, Solomon announced, 
was obviously the mother, and the 
child was handed over to her. 

If this is proof of God’s gift to our 
King, then he certainly deserves to be 
called Solomon, the Wise. 

He has also been a fan of what 
some people call ‘words of wisdom’ 
for many years.  Even writing many 
himself. 

There are suggestions that a scroll 
containing a collection of the 
Proverbs of Solomon should be 
produced.  And that a popular 
paperback edition be made available 
so everyone in our nation can 
become familiar with his proverbs. 

Maybe the hardback edition will 
become a popular export from our 
nation to the rest of the world. 

 

C D P 

CITY OF DAVID PLANNING 
 

On your next visit to your Capital City 

pop into our offices 
 

See the displays giving you a vision of the future 
 

Public buildings – Commercial growth - Private dwellings 

Plazas – Malls – Gardens – Open space 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

- - - NOTICES - - - 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of time, 
by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passage drawn on for this issue is: 2 Samuel 
15: – 1 Kings 4.     v.17 

RELIEF 

I can feel the relief 
sweeping our nation now 
that Solomon has been 
established as our king. 

Those who worked 
against David’s dynasty 
have received their come-
uppance. 

Let that be a warning to 
any others who may be 
thinking of following their 
bad example. 

Whatgoesround Come-
sround, Kedesh 

- - - - - 

FARMERS STRUGGLE 

As a farmer I am happy 
to be contracted to supply 
foodstuff to the palace.  It 
gives me a constant and 
steady income. 

However, there is a 
growing trend for middle-
men to step in between 
the farmer and the palace. 

They manage trans-
portation and processing, 
and are always on about 

EMPLOYMENT 
 

OVERSEERS are 
being sought to manage 
various areas of the 
Palace Complex.  In the 
Tribute Office, in the 
Catering Corp, in the 
Stables, in the Harem. 

Apply at the Palace PR 
Unit. 

 

CONSULTANTS are 
needed in various 
government departments 
and agencies. 

PALACE PROVISIONS 
After repeated requests 

to the Palace PR Unit, the 
Tidings has finally obtain-
ed estimates of the 
provisions needed by the 
palace over the next year. 

These are the total 
needs for the king’s 
household, for his ser-
vants, and court officials, 
together with their 
families. 

EACH DAY’S supplies 
are: 

5000 litres fine flour; 
10000 litres wholemeal 

flour; 
10 grain fed cattle; 
20 free range cattle; 
100 sheep; 
as well as smaller 

numbers of deer, ga-
zelles, roebucks, and 
choice fowls. 

The palace assured us 
that the cost of these 
supplies comes chiefly 
from the peoples who pay 
tribute to our nation. 

Only a small proportion 
comes from our own 
people. 

Applicants will need to 
be skilled in one or more 
of the following areas:  
Law, Finances, Decision 
Making, International 
Affairs, Personal Re-
lationships and counsel-
ling, Ethical Weaponry, 
and Ecological Foot-
printing. 

Apply at the Palace PR 
Unit. 

 

SCRIBES  Vacancies 
exist at the Archives Den, 
the Law Court, the Story-
Tellers Unit, the Gene-
alogical Branch, the 
Proverbs Office, and the 
Scroll Centre. 

Apply at the Palace PR 
Unit. 

 

DOGSBODIES   Vac-
ancies exist at the Royal 
Stables, the Kitchen 
Nook, the Palace 
Slaughter-house, and the 
Palace Disposals Unit. 

Apply at the Palace PR 
Unit. 

 

 

health and safety, 
whatever that is supposed 
to mean. 

And these middle-men 
are good at getting their 
‘share’ of the profits. 

Well, let me tell you, 
they usually take most of 
the farmers’ share of the 
profits. 

And by playing one 
farmer off against 
another, we are becoming 
helpless pawns in THEIR 
profitable schemes. 

When are the men on 
the land going to get some 
consideration? 

Fleeced Farmer, Dan 

- - - - - 

 SOLOMON, THE WISE? 

Well, I’m not so sure.  
How many wives and 
concubines has he 
collected, now? 

Or is it difficult to 
publish the figure, 
because it would be 
already out of date and 

wrong? 

What about the laws 
God has given us?  
Especially about the 
idolatry that wives from 
outside our nation will 
introduce? 

What our ‘wise’ king is 
doing is putting our whole 
nation at risk from some 
kind of punishment from 
God. 

Or are kings exempt 
from the laws that apply to 
us lesser and far-from-
wise citizens? 

Maybe a huge un-
numberable harem is the 
latest war strategy!  Who 
would dare attack of king 
who could rule over such 
a multitude of women? 

Solomon Thewhat?, 
Beth Shan 

FORCED LABOUR 
TEAMS 

Fifteen new teams 
are being formed 

VOLUNTEERS have a 
month to present 

themselves 
Before the shanghai-ers 

are let loose  


