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Achievement 1 
 

THE ARK IS GIVEN A HOME 
Special 
issue 

This issue com-

memorates 20 years 

of King David’s rule 

from his new capital, 

the City of David.  

(Previously he reign-

ed at Hebron for over 

seven years.) 

We do so by 

revealing the results 

of a survey conduc-

ted last month asking 

our citizens what 

they regard as 

David’s most signif-

icant achievements 

over those 20 years. 

The answers scoring 
the most points are: 

1. Bringing the Ark of 
the Covenant to the City 
of David. (93 points) 

2. The conquests and 
victories achieved over 
the nations around us. 
(87) 

3. The tranquility and 
stability of our life as a 
nation. (77) 

4. The strategically 
placed capital city he has 
built. (62) 

5. The international 
recognition we have 
gained. (49) 

Why were these 
chosen as our king’s most 
important achievements?  
We asked various com-
mentators to find the 
answers this question. 

 

Achievement 2 
 

CONQUEST 

AND 

VICTORY 
 

The relocation of the 
Ark of the Covenant to the 
City of David is seen, 
according to the survey 
responses, as giving it the 
home it deserves.  In our 
capital city.  The city that 
has now become our 
religious capital along with 
being our administrative 
capital. 

I could hear the joy 
permeating the answers 
on the survey. 

Of course, there were 
complaints about how 
long it had taken to rescue 
the Ark from its ‘years of 
oblivion’.  That’s what one 
person called it.   

‘Time in the wilderness’ 
and ‘disgraceful forgetful-
ness’ were other terms. 

A few people were not 
surprised that, in the 
moving process, Uzzah 
suffered instant death 
from touching the Ark.  
And held up the relocation 
for a few months. 

But that happened, 
they claimed, because our 
nation had already 
forgotten I AM’s instruct-
tions regarding the 
moving of the Ark. 

Some mentioned that 
they can still hear in their 
minds the shouts of joy 

and the songs of rejoicing 
as the Ark entered the 
city. 

They can still smell the 
smoke of the sacrifices.  
And can still picture 
David’s spontaneous 
dancing. 

People still have strong 
memories of this event. 

There were a few 
comments about how 
insignificant the tent that 
now houses the Ark looks 
in contrast to the palace 
and the rest of the city.  
And how out of place. 

But for the large 
majority, the tent serves 
as an enriching reminder 
of their past history.  Of 
their ancestors’ exodus 
journey from Egypt.  Of I 
AM’s gift to us of his laws. 

The multitude of other 
comments on the survey 
has left me with one 
overriding impression. 

The Ark’s new and 
permanent (that’s certain-
ly the expectation) home 
in the City of David has 
resulted in a revival of 
faith. 

It remains to be seen 
how deep and lasting this 
revival will be. 

Our religious commen-
tator, Rabbi Zadok. 

According to the survey 
responses, our nation is 
overjoyed by the 
conquests David has 
achieved, and the extent 
of them. 

The main reason for 
this joy is the relief that 
finally, after so many 
years and so many 
battles, we have the 
victory. 

The victory over the 
Philistines is extremely 
sweet.  For some this joy 
is tempered by the fact 
that the Philistines haven’t 
been totally wiped out.   
There is the fear of more 
trouble from them in the 
future. 

But most are happy 
with David’s use of what is 
left of the Philistine power 
and their towns to serve 
his purposes. 

The defeat and 
subjection of our tradition-
al foes – the Moabites, the 
Edomites, the Ammon-
ites, and the Amalekites, 
together with the tribute 
they now pay, is seem as 
an exceptionally praise-
worthy achievement. 

Joab BenZeruiah. 
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Achievement 3 
 

TRANQUILITY 

AND 

STABILITY 

Achievement 4 
 

A STRATEGICALLY PLACED 

CAPITAL CITY 

Achievement 5 
 

INTER-

NATIONAL 

RECOGNITION 
 

A life of tranquility, 
stability, peace, and rest.  
Our nation has been 
waiting and longing for 
this for ages. 

And at last, according 
to the survey responses, 
we have it.  Well, not 
completely.  But it’s there 
to some degree, thanks to 
David.  And it will only get 
better. 

Evidence for this 
include David’s reaching 
out to the surviving 
members of Saul’s family. 

He assured Mephibo-
sheth of goodwill, giving 
him property and ser-
vants, and insisting he 
dines at the king’s table. 

Our citizens see this as 
proof of the tranquility of 
our kingdom, and as an 
example of what can be 
done to strengthen it. 

David’s use of the 
booty from his battles has 
not gone unnoticed.  He 
does not regard it as his 
own personal treasure. 

Instead, large amounts 
of gold, silver and bronze 
have been dedicated for 
the construction of a 
future temple. 

Because David obvi-
ously sees times of peace 
and stability ahead, his 
people are holding on to 
his vision. 

And running with it. 

Seraiah aka Shisha 

Our people are full of 
praise for David’s choice 
of Jerusalem as our 
capital city. 

Though some prefer 
ZION as its name rather 
than ‘the pompous 
sounding’ CITY OF 
DAVID. 

They agree it holds a 
position at roughly the 
centre of our kingdom.  
That it is strategically 
placed, and would be 
extremely difficult to 
capture. 

And, because it was 
previously inhabited by 
foreigners and not by one 
of our own tribes, there 
was not even one 
objection to its choice.  
(One person called it a 
‘politically neutral’ city for 
us.) 

The survey results also 
approve of David’s 
organization of our army.  
Including the citizen army 
to provide the food and 

other provisions to keep 
the soldiers functioning 
during the fighting season 
(the spring and early 
summer of each year). 

Our nation feels secure 
with the 2 regiments of 
‘mighty men’, the 
regiment of foreign 
mercenaries, and the 
home guards for the more 
unstable areas. 

Our nation is happy 
with David’s stockpile of 
weaponry.  Including the 
horses and chariots and 
other weapons captured 
from defeated armies. 

In the survey, there was 
some opposition to all this 
reliance on soldiers and 
weapons instead of on our 
God. 

But overall, our people 
regard our ‘hard to attack’, 
and ‘well stocked with 
weapons’ capital city as a 
real blessing. 

Joab BenZeruiah, the 
Commander of the Army 

 

Pride.  That’s exactly 
what it is.  The survey 
results are full of pride that 
at last we have achieved 
nationhood. 

And not just as some 
kind of second-rate nation.  
Our people see them-
selves as a nation equal to 
the best. 

Our victories were the 
first step in this pride in 
ourselves as a nation.  
Defeated nations acknow-
ledged us by means of the 
payment of tribute.  Of 
course, they had no say 
about that. 

But now other nations 
are freely choosing to 
recognize and acknow-
ledge us.  And recognize 
us as equals. 

That’s how people are 
interpreting the offer of 
Hiram, the Phoenician king 
of Tyre.  He assisted the 
building of David’s palace 
by supplying cedar trees, 
carpenters and masons. 

Some are calling this ‘a 
mini-alliance’ between us 
and the Phoenicans. 

There is the strong 
expectation that these ties 
will begin to grow (even 
though slowly) as trade 
and commerce begins with 
the nations around us. 

So, many in our nation 
are grateful to David for the 
gift of national pride. 

Jehoshaphat Ahiludson, 
Archivist. 

 

PSALM SCHOOLS 
Music is flourishing in 

our nation. 

The success of the 
various schools involved 
in writing and singing 
psalms is evidence of this. 

The White Pages 
reveal that at present 
three such schools are 
operating. 

One is headed by 
Korah, one by Asaph, and 

one bears David’s name. 
(David himself is no 
longer involved apart from 
the occasional contribu-
tion of a psalm.) 

Each school has its 
own particular poetical 
style and musical 
technique. 

Together they give our 
nation a valuable heritage 
of worship resources. 



Page  3 

  

ADMINISTRATION 

UPGRADE 
King David has 

announced an overhaul of 
the administrative system 
of our nation. 

Which is not surprising. 

While we were a group 
of tribes the Tribal 
Leaders Council (TLC) 
kept us united and 
working towards common 
goals.  The TLC also set 
up various councils and 
groups which served us 
well during the time of our 
Deliverers. 

But now that we are a 
kingdom, something more 
is needed.  King David 
has set up the following 
Departments with their 
respective CEO’s: 

The Department of 
Justice (DoJ) dealing 
with legal matters, issues 
of justice and God’s laws 
for us as his people.  This 
department will include 
the present National Law 
Council. 

David himself will be 
the chief justice. 

The Department of 
Defence (DoD) dealing 
with the protection of our 
kingdom.  The DoD will 
also look to future 
immigration, trade, and 
foreign affairs. 

Joab BenZeruiah has 
been appointed the 
commander of army. 

Benaiah Jehoiadason 
will be the commander of 
royal bodyguards. 

The Department of 
Statistics (DoS) dealing 

with archives, government 
records, and census 
taking.  The DoS will take 
over the work of the 
present National Gene-
alogical Society. 

Jehoshaphat Ahiludson 
will be our archivist. 

The Department of 
Religious Affairs 
(DoRA) dealing with all 
matters concerned with 
the preservation, practice, 
faith, and worship of I AM, 
our God. 

It will take over the work 
being done by our present 
National Story-tellers As-
sociation and National 
Psalmsters Congress. 

The priests Zadok 
Ahitubson and Ahimelech 
BenAbiathar will head this 
department. 

The Department of 
Home Affairs (DoHA) 
dealing with all our 
nation’s domestic matters. 

This includes our 
national well-being, har-
mony, health, and 
recreation. 

It will continue the work 
of our present National 
Have a Crack at Making 
Sense of Life project and 
the national Play Together 
to Stay Together Think 
Tank. 

Seraiah aka Shisha, 
appointed secretary of 
state, will head DoHA. 

David’s sons, on 
coming of age, will be 
given the title Royal 
Advisers. 

 

MESSAGES FROM OUR 

PROPHET 
Our God has given our 

kingdom a great gift, the 
prophet Nathan.  During 
the past ten years he has 
given us two really 
important messages from 
I AM. 

The first was: Our 
nation, and David’s 
dynasty, will be estab-
lished forever. 

This came in response 
to David’s desire to build a 
temple in the city.  God’s 
answer was NO, your son 
will do that. 

You will not build a 
house for me, I will build a 
house for you – a dynasty 
that will rule over my 
people. 

And I will use that 
dynasty and that nation to 
bring about my promises 
to Abraham. 

The second was:  
Insurrection and blood-

shed will be a part of 
David’s dynasty. 

And that message, of 
course, will affect our 
nation. 

Some commentators 
are claiming that already 
they are seeing the 
beginning of this kind of 
strife. 

This message was part 
of God’s reaction to the 
well-publicized and em-
barrassing scandal that 
enveloped David almost 
ten years ago. 

It involved his kept-
quiet-for-one-year adul-
tery with Bathsheba and 
the killing (that he arrang-
ed) of her husband Uriah. 

Recently Nathan told 
our reporter that these 
messages are really calls 
to our nation to place our 
reliance and trust in our 
God. 

 

“The 

Distasteful 

end of 

Lambkin” 
 

a short cautionary 
tale 

 

by Nathan, the 
Prophet 

 
now available at 

 

The DIM OX 
Scrollstall 

Worship at 

the ArK 
 

For your next  
 

WORSHIP 

EXPERIENCE 
 

plan a 

mini-pilgrimage 
 

to the City of David 
 

Worship with your 
fellow-Israelites at 

the TENT of the ARK 
OF THE COVENANT 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

- - - NOTICES - - - 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of time, 
by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passage drawn on for this issue is: 2 Samuel 
5:17 – 14:33.     v.17 

WORRIED 

I’m somewhat worried 
about the way things have 
been going over the last 
few years. 

Specifically, at the 
palace. 

I remember some 
prophecy – was it from 
Nathan? – that there is 
going to be trouble, and 
even bloodshed, in the 
king’s family. 

Hasn’t that starting to 
happen? 

Amnon raping his 
sister, Tamar.  Absalom 
murdering his brother 
Amnon.  Absalom clearing 
out for 3 years.  Now back 
home, and causing more 
trouble. 

I know David seems to 
have it all under control – 
though sometimes I 
wonder.  I’m afraid things 
are about to go pear-
shaped. 

Can anyone assure me 
there is no reason for 
worry? 

Sleepless Nights, Gath 

- - - - - 

THE SLY PRINCE 

I know he is popular 
with many folk, but I have 
a growing fear that 
Absalom is a scheming 
and deceitful character. 

His recent act of arson 
against Joab’s barley 
crop, was, as far as I can 
make out, an act of 
intimidation. 

And his strutting about 
as if he owns the city, 
together with the big deal 

he makes of getting his 
hair cut, just rubs me up 
the wrong way. 

He’s got to be up to 
something!  He deserves 
the nickname he has here 
- the Sly Prince. 

Palace Watcher, City of 
David 

- - - - - 

NEW PALACE? 

Is it true that David is 
planning on a new and 
bigger palace?  Already? 

There are plenty of 
stories going around 
which tend to support the 
rumour (if that’s what it is). 

Most of us have lost 
count of the number of his 
wives, let alone his 
children.  So that major 
part of the palace must 
certainly be affected by 
cracks in the stone work. 

We watch for the arrival 
of the builder’s wagons. 

Harum Scarum, City of 
David 

- - - - - 

SAUL / DAVID FEUD 

I understand the feud 
between Saul and David 
continues.  Only it has 
become more personal. 

Palace watchers are 
saying (and it’s a pity they 
are such big gossips) that 
David’s wife, Michal (the 
daughter of Saul), is still 
angry with David about his 
‘unseemly’ dancing when 
the Ark entered the city. 

If her anger is so long-
lasting there’s GOT to be 
more behind it. 

End the Feud!, Gath 

FOR SALE 

SECOND-HAND and 
used goods scavenged 
from towns defeated in 
battles.  Many unique, 
other-culture, and non-
Israelite, curiosities.  

You’d be surprised at 
what the looters leave 
behind. 

All Things Second-
Hand, Gibeah 

 

FARM MACHINERY 
recycled from captured 
war chariots.  Including 
streamlined wagons, 
reapers, threshers, fruit 
pickers, water carriers. 

In fact, tell us what you 
want, and we will make it 
for you. 

Our ‘save the planet’ 
goal is to turn warfare into 
peaceware. 

Society for Cultivating 
Peace, Mizpah 

HAIRDRESSING SALON 

LATEST STYLING and 
fashions.  Ladies, Mens 
and Unisex.  Experts at 
Multicultural stylings. 

We return all removed 
hair to our customers, with 
suggestions for novelty 
use and for recycling. 

Every Hair of your 
Head, City of David 

 

FACE PAINTING 

LADIES, we bring out 
the REAL you. 

We personalise your 
facial features, adding the 
colour, depth, and 
contrast you didn’t know 
was there. 

Our employees are 
experts at exotic tech-
niques.  We are honoured 
at being chosen as ‘face 
painters at the palace’. 

New Faces, City of 
David 

 

C D R 
 

CITY OF DAVID 

REAL ESTATE 
 

Now combining our tours of 

saleable properties 
with 

tours of the city itself 

including the palace 

and the Ark of the Covenant Tent 
 

Invest your capital in your Capital 
 


