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This is a special 
edition of the 
Mizpah Tidings.  It 
celebrates the en-
thronement of King 
David over the 
whole of our nation. 

Seven and a half 
years ago he 
became king over 
the tribes of Judah 
and Simeon.  Now 
he has become the 
ruler of our entire 
nation. 

In this edition 
attention will be 
given to the joy and 
unity that our nation 
feels as a result of 
David’s rule. 

Yet we can’t do 
that without also 
considering the sig-
nificant price our 
nation has had to 
pay in order to reach 
this longed-for goal. 

 

A NEW CAPITAL CITY  

A NEW START FOR OUR NATION 

King David Kishson 
has chosen the fortified 
town of Jerusalem as the 
capital city for our newly 
unified nation. 

He has revealed his 
plans to capture this 
fortress from the Jeb-
usites as soon as 
possible. 

Then he will build there 
his palace and some 
administrative offices. 

He will rename our new 
capital city ZION, the 
CITY OF DAVID. 

This will city be his first 
undertaking as the King of 
the NATION OF ISRAEL. 

And he has ample 
justification for taking over 
the reins of Kingship. 

About 12 years ago he 
was anointed by our 
prophet Samuel, as the 
one I AM had chosen as 
our king. 

It was a secret 
anointing, because at that 
time Saul was our king.  
But now more and more 
people are becoming 
aware of that God-
commanded anointing. 

Then seven and a half 
years ago, following the 
death of Saul, he was 

anointed King over the 
tribes of Judah and 
Simeon, by Abiathar, the 
priest, at Hebron,  

That anointing was 
followed by seven and a 
half years of sad and 
regrettable bloodshed 
between the supporters of 
David and the supporters 
of Saul’s son, Ish-
Bosheth. 

Both were seen as 
contenders for becoming 
the king of our nation. 

Following the untimely 
death of Ish-Bosheth, 
serious and tough 
negotiations have taken 
place. 

Finally, 2 weeks ago, 
David was anointed as 
king of our entire nation at 
Hebron. 

David has endured 
much opposition from the 
supporters of Ish-
Bosheth, and from Saul 
before him. 

But our citizens have 
been impressed by his 
refusal to set himself 
against the other 
claimants to the throne. 

He has given proof that 
he has not been behind 
any of the plots and 

schemes of the ‘power 
brokers’ who have been 
working on both sides to 
enhance their own 
positions. 

David has demon-
strated a strong trust by 
letting our God bring 
about his purposes for our 
nation in his own time. 

In the negotiations 
during recent years, he 
has not been a king who 
has imposed his will on 
the leaders of our nation.  
Rather he has worked 
with them all in a 
collaborative way. 

Many have been 
impressed with his style of 
kingship. 

Our new unity as a 
nation is something for 
which many of our citizens 
have been longing – and 
for a long time. 

Now they are joyfully 
celebrating it. 

Our unity is something 
we will need to keep 
working at and 
strengthening. 

It is something for 
which we thank and 
praise our God. 

May I AM continue to 
bless us and our King. 

 

SOLDIERS 
needed 

for assault on 

JERUSALEM 
 

Volunteer 
now! 
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THE COST 
TO OUR NATION 
OF BECOMING A 

UNIFIED KINGDOM 
Most of our political 

commentators are agreed 
that our arrival at political 
unity has come at a 
significant cost extending 
over seven years. 

They say this cost 
needs to be recognized –  
and remembered.  That 
remembrance may keep 
us from having to go 
through a similar costly 
and distressing time in the 
future. 

These commentators 
have identified two 
components to the price 
we have had to pay. 

The tragic deaths of 
Saul and three of his 
sons.  One of these sons 
was Jonathan, whom 
some saw as our future 
king. They all died 
together at a devastating 
battle with the Philistines. 

These deaths were 
exceptionally sad be-
cause they happened so 
soon after our celebration 
of Saul’s 40 years as king. 

And it all became so 
heart-rending when it was 
later revealed that on the 
previous day the king’s 
I’m all alone bad mood 
had kicked in. 

Samuel had died, too.  
So Saul knew all avenues 
of receiving God’s 
guidance were closed. 

But he was sure a 
clairvoyant at Endor could 
call up the dead Samuel. 

The called-up Samuel 
only repeated the harsh 
message of the end of his 
kingship.  He added that 
Saul and three of his sons 
would die the next day. 

Our nation’s mourning 
was intense. 

As a lasting memorial 
we have David’s psalm of 
lament written to express 
his deep sorrow over the 
death of Saul and 
(especially) Jonathan. 

A greater cost has been 
the years of in-fighting 
between the supporters of 
David and of Saul’s 
surviving son, Ish-
Bosheth. 

All this stretched the 
limits of our unity as a 
nation. 

It tested loyalties.  
There was tension for 
almost 5 years before Ish-
Bosheth was finally 
crowned king of the 
eastern part of our nation 
at Mahanaim.  He only 
ruled for 2 years. 

This in-fighting resulted 
in scheming and plotting, 
in shifting loyalties, and in 
bloodshed, including the 
murders of Abner and Ish-
Bosheth. 

And then the deaths of 
those responsible. 

Although now ‘patched 
up’, our nation will prob-
ably feel the repercus-
sions from this in-fighting 
for some time to come. 

 

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS, 

BUILDERS, LABOURERS 
 

will be needed for the building of 

the Royal Palace 

in the City of David 
 

after the city has been captured 
 

but already workers can 
 

REGISTER THEIR INTEREST 

or APPLY FOR POSITIONS 
 

This can be done at the 

GATEHOUSE of the present 

(temporary) Royal Residence 

at Hebron 
 

Details of the wages, holiday pay, paternity leave, and 

retirement scheme payments, are not available yet. 

 
NEW REGULATIONS 

EXPECTED 
David is expected to 

introduce a new policy 
regarding the distribution 
of booty obtained in wars. 

To be known as the 
Share Equally Regulation, 
it will mean that every 
soldier will be entitled to 
an equal share in the 
booty.  Including those 
guarding the camp, and 
those unfit to take part in 
the battle. 

David has already 
adopted this as his own 
policy. 

While engaged in 
warfare elsewhere, the 
inhabitants (and all their 
possessions) of his town 
of Ziklag were captured by 
Amalekite raiders. 

David pursued them, 
rescued all the Ziklagites 
and recovered their 
possessions. 

He also captured 
considerable booty from 
the defeated raiders.  He 
made sure this booty was 
shared equally with all his 
soldiers. 

Now he wants this 
policy to be adopted in all 
our nation’s battles. 

Another new regulation 
planned by David will offer 
stronger protection for the 
king as the chosen and 
anointed one of our God. 

He wants the death 
penalty to apply to those 
who take the life of kings. 

And he wants to ban 
anyone taking vengeance 
on an opponent whose 
only crime was to support 
a king. 

In his dealings David 
has been acting as if this 
already was the accepted 
practice. 

 



Page  3 

  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

STABILITY AT LAST! 

Let’s hope that King 
David will soon bring 
stability to our nation. 

Stability has been 
missing from our national 
life for some time now. 

We are still too much at 
each other’s throats.  We 
don’t trust one another.  
We betray each other’s 
trust. 

At least that what it 
seems to me. 

From what I have heard 
and seen from David so 
far, I reckon he’s just the 
one for stability! 

David Fan, Mahanaim 

- - - - - 

RESPECT FOR LIFE 

Some people I speak to 
seem convinced that 
David was involved in the 
murder of his opponents. 

Others are just as 
convinced he wasn’t. 

Maybe we’ll never 
know the truth. 

But I see evidence, 
stretching right back to 
when he stopped shep-
herding the family flock, 
that says David has never 
stooped to murder. 

And that’s the kind of 
king we need! 

Squeaky Clean, Hebron 

- - - - - 

DRAWING THE LINE 

I’m all in favour of our 
king setting up a capital 
city.  And Jerusalem will 
be an ideal site. 

But why is the first 
building going to be a 
palace? 

ABNER’S 

CONTRIBUTION TO 

OUR UNITED KINGDOM 
 One person who has 

made a significant 
contribution to the 
unification of our kingdom 
under King David was 
Abner Nerson. 

Without him it may not 
have happened for quite 
some time, or perhaps not 
even happened at all. 

Abner first came to 
public attention as the 
commander of king Saul’s 
army.  According to 
reports he was a strong 
and able leader. 

He received publicity 
because he accompanied 
his king during Saul’s 
jealous pursuits of David. 

As far as can be 
determined, the only black 
mark Abner received was 
due to a lack of vigilance 
in protecting the king. 

David was able to take 
a spear and water jar from 
beside the sleeping Saul 
while the rest of the camp 
slept as well. 

After the death of Saul, 
Abner worked hard to 
keep the dynasty of Saul 

alive.  He was able to get 
Ish-Bosheth crowned as 
king. 

However, an ‘indis-
cretion within the king’s 
harem’ caused a serious 
rift with Ish-Bosheth. 

Abner immediately 
shifted his allegiance to 
David. He began negoti-
ations to enable David to 
rule over the whole nation. 

Part of the agreement 
was to arrange for David 
to marry Michal – the 
daughter of Saul.  She 
was previously betrothed 
to David, but Saul had 
arranged for her to be 
married to someone else. 

Joab, the commander 
of David’s army, was so 
unhappy with David’s 
acceptance of a turncoat 
like Abner, that he 
murdered Abner. 

Then a short time later 
Ish-Bosheth was murder-
ed.  However, the work 
done by Abner was 
sufficient to bring the 
whole of our nation under 
the kingship of David. 

 

DAVID’S NEW PALACE 
Plans for David’s new 

palace in new City of 
David will include accom-
modation for his present 
and future wives and 
children. 

His present residence 
at Hebron is getting quite 
cramped. 

So far, his sons include 

Amnon born to his wife 
Ahinoam; 
Daniel born to his wife 
Abigail; 
Absalom born to his wife 
Maacah; 
Adonijah born to his wife 
Haggith; 
Shephatiah born to his 
wife Abital; 

and Ithream born to his 
wife Eglah. 

He also has a few 
daughters.  And his new 
wife Michal. 

Word has it that the 
architects of the new 
palace are looking at a 
new building material 
called soundproofing. 

 

Does David’s rise to 
power mean that now he 
will think of himself and his 
own comforts? 

And when will he say 
that’s enough regarding 
the number of his wives 
and children? 

Morthan Enuff, Dan 

- - - - - 

FAVOURITISM 

I note with approval 
king David’s fair distri-
bution of the spoils of war. 

But I question his 
recent gifts of booty to 
towns in Judah that had 
supported him. 

It seems to me that this 
gesture exhibits favourit-
ism rather than fairness.  
Does it even reek of 
bribery, too? 

Wot Chim, Beersheba 

- - - - - 

LED ASTRAY 

All these wives that 
David is taking, and his 
tribe of children. 

What’s going on?  
Hasn’t he read Deut. 
17:17? That speaks about 
kings being led astray! 

Back to basics, 
Shechem 
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- - - NOTICES - - - 

WARNING 

DESPITE King Saul’s 
use of a clairvoyant, these 
paranormal and mystic 
practices are still out-
lawed in our nation. 

The laws our God gave 
us also forbid these efforts 
to obtain messages from 
people who have died. 

The Chief Priest at 
Hebron. 

 

REMINDER 

Messages from God 
come only through one of 
three ways. 

- Prophets, 

- Priests as they use 
the ephod, 

- Priests using the Urim 
and Thummin. 

The Chief Priest at 
Hebron. 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of time, 
by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: 1 Samuel 
28 – 27, 2 Samuel 1:1– 5:16.   v.17 

JEBUSITES NOT WORRIED 
BY THREAT OF ATTACK IN-SERVICE TRAINING 

ALL BODYGUARDS 
and ARMOUR-BEARERS 
are required to complete 
the latest version of in-
service training. 

This clarifies some 
ethical considerations 
when they are ordered to 
take the life of those 
whom they are required to 
protect. 

There are also new 
regulations about hours of 
work, emergency calls for 
protection, and limits to 
the weight of weaponry 
and armour. 

The National Health 
and Safety Authority 

 

SPECIAL CITATION 

The town of Jabesh-
Gilead has been given a 

Just prior to the printing 
deadline for this issue of 
the Tidings a hastily 
scrawled message on 
what appears to be a bed 
sheet has been attached 
to the walls of Jerusalem. 

It reads: We are more 
than ready for David.  Our 
special army of blind and 
lame soldiers is waiting. 

So it is obvious that the 
Jebusites are confident 
their stronghold is unas-
sailable. 

And they don’t mind 
who knows it. 

An express-messenger 
was despatched to 
discover David’s reaction 
to this message. 

He has returned saying 
that David did not intend 
to get into a war of words 
prior to his attack. 

The messenger added 
that David muttered 
something about water 
craft.  But no one seemed 
to be able to make head or 
tail of that. 

All we know at this 
stage is that David is not 
worried by the Jebusites 
lack of worry about his 
plans to take their city. C D H 

 

CITY OF DAVID HOUSING 

announcement 
 

Once the taking of 

Jerusalem is completed 
these types of housing will be 

available to those who wish to live in 

the CITY OF DAVID 
 

Abandoned fully furnished homes 

Battle scared dwellings 

Repairable ruins 

Other assorted piles of rubble 
 

Applications for Settlement 

can be made with CDH 
currently located at the Royal Residence 

at Hebron 

Mourning 

Supplies 

 

Stylish sackcloth 

Easy-to-tear 
clothes 

Effortless-clean 
ashes 

For sale or hire 
 

Helping to make your 
mourning sincere 

 

The DIM OX 

Scrollstall 
 

Copies of the 

Psalms of Lament 

written by David 

following 
 

- the death of Saul 

and Jonathan 

- the death of Abner 
 

Approved by the 

National Psalmsters 

Congress 

for use in worship 

special and unique 
citation by King David. 

They received it 
because men from their 
town rescued the body of 
King Saul and his sons 
and respectfully buried 
them under the tamarisk 
tree at Jabesh. 

The citation now 
adorns a wall in the 
mayor’s chambers. 

The Royal PR Unit 


