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LONG LIVE KING SAUL! 
We have a king.  

Saul Kishson. 

Saul is a Benjamite, 
born in Gibeah.  He’s a 
well-built, handsome, tall, 
30-year-old. 

King Saul – it rolls 
easily off the tongue. 

After so many years of 
taking about having a king 
– for about 200 years? – 
we finally have one.  We 
are a kingdom. 

Of course, our first 
‘experiment’ at kingship, 
with Abimelech, was not a 
happy one.  And he was 

A SECRET 

ROYAL 

ANOINTING 
 

Our reporters have 
learned that at least a 
month ago Saul had been 
anointed secretly by 
Samuel to be our king. 

Samuel said he did this 
at I AM’s command. 

It was done secretly 
because its purpose was 
solely to assure an 
incredulous Saul that in-
deed he had been chosen 
by I AM for this task. 

It also bestowed on 
Saul God’s gifts for this 
position. 

Now that Saul has been 
acknowledged as king by 
the people of our nation, 
Samuel said, there is no 
reason for this anointing 
to be kept secret any 
longer. 

Samuel told our 
reporter that Saul was 
given three other personal 
signs to confirm God’s 
choice of him. 

All of them came true. 

In one of them Saul 
was even caught up in the 
prophesying of a band of 
prophets.  This indicated 
that God’s Spirit had 
come upon him. 

All these gave vital per-
sonal assurance to Saul. 

 

“A TREATY?  MY EYE!” 
That was Saul’s 

response to the treaty 
conditions Nahash, the 
Ammonite commander, 
wanted to impose on   the 
town of Jabesh Gilead. 

He followed that up by 
killing two oxen.  Messen-
gers distributed chunks of 
their flesh throughout our 
nation, accompanied by a 
call to arms. 

That was enough to 
rally 330,000 soldiers at 
Bezek to assist Saul and 
Samuel in the defence of 
Jabesh Gilead. 

Jabesh Gilead had 
been threatened by the 
powerful Ammonite army 

of Nahash for some time. 

When Nahash made 
moves to attack, the 
inhabitants didn’t like their 
chances of survival.  They 
saw no option but to 
surrender. 

Nahash threatened one 
humiliating condition: all 
the men would have their 
right eye gouged out. 

Jabesh Gilead played 
for time and promised a 
response within 7 days. 

That’s when Saul 
stepped in. 

The Ammonites were 
told that Jabesh Gilead 
would surrender the next 

day.  So they set about 
sharpening their gouges. 

But at midnight Saul 
began his attack on the 
smug unsuspecting 
Ammonites. 

By sunrise their victory 
was complete. 

Jabesh Gilead was 
saved.  No eyes were lost. 

And Saul was about to 
become king. 

 
King Saul 

 

chosen by God 
and by our 

nation 
 

We are a 
KINGDOM 

 

just the king of one local 
area.  Saul is king of our 
whole nation. 

And it has all happened 
rather quickly. 

Only a month or so ago 
Samuel, our Leader and 
Prophet, received a 
deputation from our Tribal 
Leaders Council (TLC). 

They sought approval 
for the appointment of a 
king. 

So Samuel took their 
request to I AM. 

Samuel, of course, has 
openly expressed his 

opposition to any king 
other than our God.  So 
many were surprised at I 
AM’s response.  He 
allowed us to have a king. 

At Mizpah a week ago 
Samuel called an 
assembly of our nation.  
The casting of lots there 
resulted in God choosing 
Saul as our king. 

Then three days ago a 
great victory over the 
Philistines catapulted 
Saul into the kingship. 

Saul certainly has 
wide-spread support.  
Long may he reign. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

It’s been interesting to hear about the events that have 
led up to Saul becoming our king. 

I’ve been fascinated by the way in which our God has 
led and nudged Saul along.  It seems he has put all kinds 
of incidents in his path to assure and equip him for the big 
task of kingship that lies ahead. 

First, I AM dealt with Saul’s personal sense of doubt and 
unworthiness. 

Saul was given the task of looking for some strayed 
donkeys.  Unable to find them his servant talked Saul into 
seeking guidance from Samuel, ‘a man of God’.  That 
meeting resulted in a banquet in honour of Saul.  And to a 
secret and private anointing of Saul as the leader of our 
nation.  It also resulted in Saul meeting other people who 
would assure him that I AM was with him. 

In all of those ways Saul was confronted by signs of 
God’s blessing, of his presence, and of his choice of him.  
That must have been highly significant for Saul’s view of 
himself.  How could he doubt that God had chosen him? 

Then, Samuel called an assembly at Mizpah.  A solemn 
ceremony of Casting Lots was held to find the person God 
had chosen as our king.  The lot fell on Saul.  He was 
dragged out of his hiding place, to receive public 
acknowledgment of his chosen-ness.  And, despite the 
opposition of a small minority, the people saw him as their 
‘king’.  Now he had wide public acknowledgment for God’s 
choice of him. 

Finally, he took the leadership role in the battle against 
the cruel Ammonites.  And did a splendid job. 

I believe it was in that victory that finally both our nation, 
and Saul himself, became united in the confidence and 
trust that Saul had been chosen by I AM. 

No wonder there was a great celebration at Gilgal where 
Saul was made our king. 

As I stated at the start, what fascinates me so much 
about the rise of Saul is the wonderful way in which I AM 
was guiding everything.  He used ordinary, seemingly 
chance, incidents to make all of us aware of what he 
wanted to happen.  And then to bring it all about. 

How much, I wonder, has our God been doing this in the 
past – and we have been blithely unaware of it. 

REGULATIONS for the 

KINGSHIP 
SAMUEL has prepared, and written down, 

what he has called 

THE REGULATIONS FOR KINGSHIP. 

These regulations describe our new status as 

a Kingdom – as a Kingdom within God’s 

covenant and under him as our KING. 
 

We reproduce here the part entitled: 

How we can expect a king to use his power 

A KING will take our 
sons: 

to be soldiers, 
to make weapons, 
to equip our army, 
to cultivate the land 

and harvest foodstuff. 
A KING will take our 

daughters: 
to be cooks and 

bakers, and 
to serve in his courts. 
A KING will take over 

the best of our fields, 
vineyards and orchards 
for himself. 

A KING will take over 
our servants and cattle 
for his own use. 

A KING will take ten 
percent 

of our flocks, and 
of whatever our land 

produces, 
so he can pay his 

officials and servants. 
A KING will take US 

over, 
we will become his 

slaves. 
IT WILL BE AS IF we 

were back there again 
in Egypt. 

And when we cry out 
to God for relief, he will 
simply smile and say: 

Well, YOU wanted a 
king, didn’t you? 

New Moon Concert  

at sun-set in the amphitheatre 

between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim 
 

featuring 
 

The SONS of the PROPHETS 
 

Breaking free from their sacred traditions 

to present a 
 

VISIONARY, SPIRITUAL, NEW-AGE 

FEAST OF MUSIC AND SONG 
 

Something NEW for Young & Old 
 

 

BURNT OFFERINGS 
We stock all animals needed for your offerings 

We supply offering-worthy certificates 
We are conveniently located near the worship shrine 

 

Mizpah Worship Accessories 
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GUEST COMMENT 
 

We asked Rabbi Isaac Benezra to explain the 
sermon Samuel delivered on the occasion of Saul 
becoming king. 

 

Samuel said:  As your leader have I ever stolen, 
cheated, oppressed, or taken a bribe? 

He meant:  Leadership is tough.  I have tried to set an 
example of being faithful to I AM’s covenant.  Even kings 
are expected to live within his covenant. 

Samuel said:  I remind you of I AM’s constant faithful-
ness to the covenant he made with your fathers and you. 

He meant:  Your God always remains true to his 
covenant.  That’s why our nation has been on the receiving 
end of his love and mercy and mighty deeds.  That’s why 
we are a nation in this land. 

Samuel said:  Our forefathers continued to break the 
covenant with God.  He let other nations attack them.  They 
cried out to him for help.  He sent Deliverers. 

He meant:  The Deliverers I AM sent to our nation 
proves that he keeps his covenant to us, even though we 
continue to break it.  When we need him, he saves us. 

Samuel said:  Now when nations are attacking us, you 
want a king! 

He meant:  I AM is your King.  Why are you abandoning 
him, not trusting him to help, by wanting some other king? 

Samuel said:  Well, here is the king I AM has given you. 
He meant: I AM is still your King.  Saul is an underling 

king.  You want to be like other nations?  Forget it!  You 
are a special Kingdom.  I AM will always be your King. 

Samuel said:  If you remain true to I AM –  both you and 
your king – good!  If not, watch out! 

He meant:  You and your king need to continue to 
submit to God’s covenant with you.  That covenant always 
stands – and it applies to everyone. 

Samuel said:  It’s our dry season isn’t it.  Yet look at 
that unseasonal storm coming – with thunder and rain. 

He meant:  This storm is a sign that I AM is still in 
control.  And look at his power. 

Samuel said:  But don’t be afraid.  Serve your God with 
all your hearts. 

He meant:  Don’t serve the idols around you.  They can 
do nothing, they are useless, they ARE nothing.  Remain 
true to your covenant with I AM. 

Samuel said:  I will continue to pray for you all.  And to 
teach you. 

He meant:  I will intercede for you – and your king.  I will 
continue to teach and guide you – and your king.  But if 
you – and your king – continue to abandon I AM and his 
covenant with you, your nation will be swept away. 

 

AROMATIC OILS 
Imported and locally made 

 

You won’t believe our range of 

fragrances 
 

For times of personal pampering 

For ceremonial purposes 
 

‘The Oilmen of Hebron’ 
 

 

 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

MESSAGE-RUNNERS 

I think the National 
Message-Runners Net-
work (NMN) announced 
fairly recently is a great 
idea. 

I just have a few 
questions about the 
details of the scheme. 

Suppose I wanted to 
send a message from my 
town, A, to a person in 
town B.  Would the 
Runner deliver my 
message straight away, or 
wait until he had received 
a number of messages for 
town B?  How would I 
know when my message 
had been delivered?  
Would there be Runners 
going from A to B at 
regular intervals (whether 
they had messages or 
not) and I would have to 
know when the Runner for 
town B would be leaving?  
Would the runner wait for 
a reply to my message, or 
only bring the reply back 
on his next scheduled 
run? 

I’m sure many other 
questions will pop into my 
mind, but answers to 
these will be a start to 

helping me understand 
the NMN better. 

Over N Dout, Bezek 

- - - - - 

THE SONS OF THE 
PROPHETS? 

I really don’t know what 
to think about these 
singing and dancing, 
prophesying, charismatic, 
spirit-filled, musicians.  Or 
so they claim to be. 

Maybe they are 
genuine.  Maybe they do 
pass on genuine mess-
ages from our God.  But 
who knows? 

I’d rather trust the real 
prophets (like Samuel). 

Hood Winked, Gilgal 

- - - - - 

DAZZLED BY SAUL? 

Please assure me that 
we are not being over-
awed by the dominating 
and striking figure of Saul. 

Is it possible that our 
expectations may come 
crashing down around 
us? 

Don’t get me wrong.  I 
have nothing against 
Saul.  I am happy to have 

Continued  next page 
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- - - NOTICES - - - LETTERS from p.3 

him as our king. 

But there is at least a 
small group of people who 
are strongly opposed to 
Saul.  At least as far as I 
can gather. 

What are their object-
ions?  Is it just sour 
grapes, or have they 
genuine concerns? 

Are we being overhasty 
with the enthronement of 
Saul?  Even perhaps with 
having a king in the first 
place? 

I hope all these fears of 
mine are groundless.  But 
so far I haven’t been able 
to shake myself free of 
them. 

Worry Wort, Tabor 

- - - - - 

A REALY BAD IDEA 

Haven’t we been 
listening to Samuel?  I’m 
sure he is a prophet who 
knows what he is talking 
about. 

He has told us in no 
unmistakable terms that 
having a king is not a good 
idea. 

He told us It’s likely we 
are going to drag 
ourselves back into 
slavery.  Like our ances-
tors were in Egypt. 

What he has told us 
seems to me to make 
sense.  A king will oppress 
us.  Look at what they do 
to the nations around us. 

Do we really want a 
king?  We have said NO 
for so long – why are we 
now saying YES? 

Forget about a king, 
Mizpah 

EMPLOYMENT 

MIDWIVES are cur-
rently being sought to fill 
vacant positions in our 
nation. 

Training courses will 
begin shortly at various 
towns throughout our 
land.  This course is a pre-
requisite for employment. 

Application forms avail-
able from your Tribal 
Leader. 

 

STAFF needed for a 
new Music Instrument 
Megastall opening soon at 
Mizpah. 

Applicants should be 
able to play at least one 
instrument.  Ability to 
repair instruments would 
be an extra bonus. 

Apply at the Mizpah 
Market Place. 

 

LOST ANIMALS? 

WE USE PROVEN 
METHODS for finding lost 
and straying animals.  
Including Bedouin track-
ers, trained tracker-dogs, 
clairvoyants, visionaries, 
prophets (both genuine 
and uncertified) and our 
well-attested hunches and 
luck. 

Finders Keepers, Beth 
Shemesh 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

THE SONS OF THE 
PROPHETS is a volun-
teer association.  Always 
open to new members. 

However, all volunteers 
will need to meet stringent 

and essential require-
ments.  Or to be accepted 
as provisional members 
until requirements are 
meet. 

Requirements include: 
objective signs of being 
chosen by God, visionary 
abilities, willingness to 
submit to authority, a 
good deal of patience, 
willingness to develop the 
gift of prophecy, the talent 
to play a musical instru-
ment. 

Apply at our Com-
munity Retreat Centre at 
Gibeah. 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of time, 
by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passage drawn on for this issue is: 1 Samuel 8 
– 12.      v.17 

DISPUTED 

ARCHERY 

RESULTS 
 

The result of the 
deciding match in the 
Inter-tribal Archery Tourn-
ament is being chall-
enged. 

The game, between 
Manasseh and Gad, was 
held on the day following 
our war against the 
Ammonites. 

And it’s because of that 
war that this challenge 
has arisen. 

TeamGad is claiming 
that more than half of 
TeamManasseh were 
soldiers. They were so 
stoked up from their 
victory that they should 
have been classified as 
stimulant-affected, and 
therefore not allowed to 
play. 

TeamManasseh claims 
in response that four of its 
best archers were killed in 
the war, so substitutes 
from its B Team had to be 
used.  Their team, there-
fore, was not up to its 
usual standard.  Consid-
eration needs to be given 
to this disadvantage. 

All victory celebrations 
are on hold until the 
Archery Tribunal com-
pletes its investigation. 

The Tribunal said it will 
work through the process 
as quickly as possible. 

MUSICAL 

Instruments 
 

- Coming soon – 
 

NEW MEGASTALL 
 

Our stock will include 
 

Stringed Instruments 
zithers, lyres, harps 

 

Wind Instruments 
flutes, clarinets, oboes, 

trumpets, cornets, horns, 
mouth organs 

 

Percussion instruments 
cymbals, tambourines, 

drums, triangles 
 

Coming soon 
 

MUSIC MEGASTALL 
 

at the MIZPAH 

Market Place 


