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SAMUEL 
OUR NEW 

NATIONAL LEADER 

Samuel Ben-
Elkanah is the 
new leader of our 
nation. 

Not since Samson, 
quite a few decades 
ago, have we been 
blessed with such a 
Deliverer.  

 The recent victory 
over a large Philistine 
army has been the 
catalyst for Samuel’s 
rise to power. 

He has ensured 
our nation will not be 
troubled by the 
Philistines for quite 
some time. 

As well as being 
our Deliverer Samuel 
is also recognized as 
a Man of God and a 
Prophet.  And he has 
recently become our 
Chief Magistrate. 

Our Tribal Leaders 
Council (TLC) is 
expecting our God to 
do great things 
through Samuel.  
Especially as he is 
little more than 30 
years old. 

The Mizpah Ti-
dings congratulates 
Samuel.  May he be a 
blessing to our nation 
for many years.  

 

The young lad 

woken from 

sleep by 

God’s voice 

SAMUEL, 

a PROPHET 
Above are some of the 

headlines that have 
appeared in the Tidings 
over the last 20 or so 
years. 

They will remind our 
readers of Samuel’s life 

and work so far as a 
prophet. 

They may make many 
of us wonder just what 
kind of headlines we are 
going to be reading in the 
future. 

SAMUEL, a DELIVERER 
Last week the 

Philistines suffered a 
resounding defeat just 
outside of Mizpah. 

And Samuel has been 
acclaimed as the great 
Deliverer. 

Yet, all Samuel did was 
offer sacrifices and pray. 

Samuel had been 
approached to pray to 
God for release from the 

Philistine oppression of 
our nation. 

His response was to 
call on the whole of our 
nation to destroy the 
foreign gods we have in 
our homes. 

And to turn back to 
God. 

He also called for a 
national Assembly at 
Mizpah.  There he led the 

prayers of repentance and 
re-dedication to God. 

He offered sacrifices 
calling on I AM for rescue 
from the Philistines. 

The Philistines thought 
this Assembly was a 
gathering of our nation for 
war against them. 

So they quickly 
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assembled their armies 
for an attack on Mizpah. 

While Samuel offered 
the sacrifices, I AM 
himself stepped in 
‘thundering against’ the 
Philistines, and throwing 
them into a great panic. 

Our soldiers at Mizpah, 
gathering to see what was 
going on, were able to 
finish it all off by wiping out 
the Philistine army. 

The Philistines will not 
be able to attack us for 

SAMUEL,  a Deliverer 
Continued  from page 1 

some time. 

And it should make the 
Amorites sit up and take 
notice, too. 

Samuel told our 
reporter that he can’t 
understand why he is 
getting all the praise for 
this victory. 

Although, he added, if 
this is just the way our 
nation is expressing its 
thanks to God, then he 
would ‘put up’ with being 
acknowledged as the 
Deliverer. 

 
NEW 

MEMORIAL 

STONE  
 

Plans are under way to 
give a name to a large 
stone that marks the place 
of last week’s victory over 
the Philistines. 

This is the stone set up 
by Samuel at the battle site 
between Mizpah and Shen. 

While dedicating the site 
he announced, ‘This is the 
place where God helped 
us’. 

EDITORIAL 
 

We have devoted much of this issue of the Mizpah 
Tidings to Samuel. 

That only shows the high regard this newspaper has for 
him.  And we believe a large majority of our citizens also 
share this regard. 

He is such an intriguing person. 

Most of us first became aware of him when he was an 
‘apprentice priest’ at Shiloh at the age of four.  That 
happened because his birth was the result of his barren 
mother’s prayer to God for a son. 

So the beginning of Samuel’s life was enveloped in 
prayer, if I can put it that way.  That’s something special. 

We all followed his growing in favour with God and with 
our nation.  It staggered many of us that God chose to 
speak to him at such a young age – and with such a 
momentous message for Eli and his sons. 

Back then many of us were very much aware of our 
God’s silence as far as messages to our nation were 
concerned.  But to think that he chose young Samuel to 
break this silence. 

And Samuel has continued to speak for God to our 
nation.  It made us all feel relieved that the word of I AM 
was coming through to us once again. 

But I have been impressed most of all by Samuel’s latest 
action.  He called for an Assembly of our whole nation.  
And he prayed FOR us.  Prayers of confession, and re-
commitment to God, and asking God for rescue. 

Moses was the person who came to my mind.  That’s 
exactly what Moses would have done. 

Is it too much to expect that a ‘new Moses’ is with us 
today – in the person of Samuel? 

If that’s not beyond expectation, what a leader we are 
going to have! 

So it is to be called The 
Stone of Help.  A plaque 
will be attached as soon 
as the funding has been 
approved. 

The last site to gain 
monumental status is the 
large rock in the field of 
Joshua at Beth Shemesh. 

This site marks the 
return of the Ark of the 
Covenant to our land after 
its capture by the 
Philistines. 

Burnt offerings and 
sacrifices were offered to I 
AM on this rock in joyful 
celebration for its return. 
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SAMUEL 

our CHIEF MAGISTRATE 

For some time Samuel 
has been dispensing 
justice in our nation. 

Over recent years he 
has built up a thriving 
business. 

His company has been 
instrumental in resolving 
some of our nation’s most 

widely followed court 
cases. 

The most notable was 
the Ark strikes back case, 
where the families of the 
seventy struck down 
because they looked into 
the Ark of the Covenant 
sought compensation. 

Samuel has establish-
ed himself as the yearly 
circuit judge from Bethel 
to Gilgal, Ramah, and 
Mizpah.  People from all 
over our nation come to 
him in their search for 
justice. 

The Tidings welcomes 
his appointment as our 
nation’s Chief Magistrate.  
We believe he is the ideal 
person for this important 
task. 
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GUEST COMMENT 
 

We have asked our Overseer of Antiquities for his 
comments on an issue which has been troubling our 
nation for many years – the absence of the Ark of 
the Covenant from our place of worship at Shiloh. 

SHAME ON US! 
I know the Ark of the Covenant has been returned from 

the Philistines.  But for the last 20 years or so it has been 
sitting at Kiriath Jearim, looked after by Abinadab.  With his 
son Eleazar standing guard over it. 

The Ark, the sign of the Presence of I AM, being 
guarded, away from its home at Shiloh – it’s a terrible 
shame. 

This whole affair started in such a shameful way.  The 
Ark taken out on the battle field – in order to guarantee 
victory.  What a misguided way for it to be treated! 

Then the Ark was captured by the Philistines.  What a 
loss, what a disaster! 

And Eli’s grandson, especially named GloryGone by his 
mother, is a constant reminder of this disaster. 

Of course, we enjoyed the mayhem caused by the Ark 
while it was in Philistine territory:  The prostration of the 
idol Dagon before the Ark.  Its falling over and breaking 
into pieces after it was stood up again.  And the plagues it 
caused among the Philistines! 

They put up with this battle between their god and our 
God for 7 months.  Defeated, they returned our Ark to us. 

But that display of power by the presence of I AM in the 
Ark, did nothing, in my opinion, to lessen the shame of our 
mistreatment of it. 

And still it sits under guard at Kiriath Jearim.  As if it’s 
some kind of criminal.  The only thing criminal about all this 
is our shameful treatment of it. 

When will the Ark be returned to its home in Shiloh? 

When will the shame come to an end? 

 
NEW PSALM for our collection 

This is just part of Hannah’s prayer following the birth of her son, 
Samuel.  Maybe there will be times when many of us will use it. 
 

I can’t stop myself from rejoicing in the Lord. 
He has removed my disgrace, restored my honour. 
There is no one like the Lord our God; 
idols are as nothing compared to him. 
The Lord is in charge of death and life; 
he lets people die, or he restores them to health. 
The Lord sends poverty and riches; 
he humbles people and he lifts them up. 
The Lord raises the poor from the dust, 
and gives them a place of honour and respect. 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

OPEN ENQUIRY 

Over twenty years ago 
it was reported that the 
priests at Shiloh were 
ripping off the worshipers. 

They were taking far 
more than their allotted 
portion of the sacrifices. 

I understand, too, that 
suspicions were raised 
that the chief priest there 
was aware of this abuse of 
power. 

AND he did nothing to 
correct or end the 
misconduct. 

Recently I heard that 
this situation has not 
changed.  It is just as bad 
now as it was then. 

Please, we must have 
an open enquiry. 

What exactly has been 
going on?  For how long?  
Has there been an abuse 
of power?  And a cover-
up?  If so by whom?  What 
steps will be taken against 
those found guilty? 

It’s time the dark cloud 
hanging over our place of 
worship at Shiloh is lifted. 

Come Clean, Ramah 

- - - - - 

SHILOH MYSTERY 

Why hasn’t the Ark of 
the Covenant been 
returned to Shiloh? 

After 20 years? 

That’s a mystery I 
simply can’t understand.  
After all, what’s so difficult 
about bringing it back? 

I tell you, it’s got me 
wondering. 

Is it possible there is 

something going on at 
Shiloh that I, and those I 
speak to, don’t know 
about? 

What is the answer to 
this mystery? 

I’m Stumped, Shen 

- - - - - 

A PLUG FOR THE 
ASHDOD MUSEUM 

I travelled through 
Ashdod recently.  The 
local museum happened 
to be holding a special 
display on the beliefs of 
the Philistines. 

So I poked my nose in.  
And I am very glad I did. 

Their display included 
the golden statuettes the 
Philistines gave to 
Ashdod.  This gift was 
their way of ending the 
plagues our captured Ark 
caused while it was in 
their country. 

Of course, we all heard 
about this when it 
happened. But it was 
fascinating to see and 
hold these figurines of the 
rats and the other plague 
symptoms. 

And to hear the details 
about the beliefs behind 
the making of the images 
and their reasons for 
giving them to us. 

I was really impressed 
with the display, and the 
museum staff.  I learnt a 
lot. 

So if you go through 
Ashdod, make sure you 
set aside some time for 
their museum. 

Museum Fan, Gilgal 
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- - - NOTICES - - - 

FOR SALE 

HOME SECURITY 
devices of all kinds.  
Combination door knobs.  
False keyholes.  Alarms 
especially piercing to 
Philistine ears.  And so on! 

Security Risk, Ramah 

 

HISTORICAL STONES 
TOUR 

MIZPAH HISTORICAL 
Society is arranging 
regular Victory over the 
Philistines Tours taking in 
the two latest stone 
memorials – the STONE 
OF HELP between 
Mizpah and Shen, and the 
rock in the field of Joshua 
at Beth Shemesh. 

The tour includes time 
for thanksgiving prayers 
for our nation’s victory 
over our long-term 
enemies. 

Tours leave from the 
Mizpah Market Place. 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

MESSAGE-RUNNERS 
are sought to deliver 
messages within the 
boundaries of the tribe of 
Judah. 

Applicants will need to 
be available 24/7, and to 
maintain the speed of two-
thirds of a Sabbath Day’s 
journey per hour. 

Judah’s Tribal Leader 

 

LEGAL SERVICES 

LONG STANDING, 
family owned, business.  
What we lack in big-ness 

we make up for with 
quality and personal 
attention. 

Discounts apply to all of 
our services during the 
next two months. 

Shiloh Legal Stall 

 

POLICY FOR TRAINEE 
PRIESTS 

THE NATIONAL 
Priests and Levites 
Council wishes to make it 
known that there have 
always been strict guide-
lines for the acceptance of 
trainee priests. 

Parents CANNOT 
simply drop off their son at 
a worship centre with a 
note tied around his neck 
requesting or demanding 
that he be trained as a 
priest. 

FROM NOW ON, 
young boys abandoned in 
this way will be offered as 
a burnt offering (just a joke 
to lighten the seriousness 
of the problem we have in 
finding out where to return 
these children). 

 

CAREER OPPORTUNUTIES 
 

With life in our nation moving at an ever 

faster pace 
 

With the growing need for more and faster 

communication within our nation 
 

With an unprecedented need for our tribes 

and their armies to keep in closer and more 

constant touch with each other 
 

our Tribal Leaders Council has set up 

8 placements for a new 
 

National Message-Runners 

Network (NMN) 
 

Applicants will be required to take part in 

extensive training 

and agree to periodic up-dating seminars on 

privacy and health-and-safety regulations 
 

Application and character reference forms 

are available from your tribal Leader 

Our Yearly cycle of Festivals 
with their offerings and sacrifices 
and the Renewal of the Covenant 

 

will take place at the appropriate 

times 

at Mizpah 
 

presided over by Samuel 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of time, 
by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passage drawn on for this issue is: 1 Samuel 1 
– 7.      v.17 

The SANDAL-MONGERS 
- Made by local businesses & hobby cobblers - 

- Imported from Egypt and Babylonia - 
- Shipped in from countries to the West - 

- Repairs while you wait - 
At Kiriath Jearim 

Inter-tribal 

SLINGSHOT 

SHOOT-OUT 
 

Final Day 

of the Competition 
 

held on the Fifth day 

of next month 

at the Tirzah Sports 

Field 
 

An initiative of the national 
Play Together to Stay 
Together Think Tank 

 


