
THE BETHEL BUGLE 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Many times over the years I have in imagination visited the Biblical land of Palestine during what is usually 
called ‘the Time of the Judges’ in Israel’s history.  I wanted to try to understand what it must have been like 
to live there during that time.  What unique developments were going on in the faith of the Children of Israel, 
as they finally settled in their own land, and built their own towns?  What unique developments were going 
on in their relationship with their God during this time of moving closer to becoming a nation, a kingdom, in 
their own right? 

The Book of Judges seems to be so vague regarding all this; that is, if it gets any attention at all.  It gives 
no chronology so we can understand how the work of one judge fits together with the work of another.  
Historians seem at a loss to know how long this Time of the Judges actually was.  Their conclusions range 
from a total of around 150 years to about 400, depending on how much they see the life of one judge 
overlapping the life of another. 

The only organizing principle is this recurring theme:  the people disobeyed God and worshiping Canaanite 
gods; God let their enemies gain control over them and enslaved them; they cried out to God for mercy and 
help; he heard them and chose a judge; this judge defeated the enemies and saved them; peace was restored 
and the people turned back to God.  With each judge this process is repeated. 

Since this book was written only after the time of the judges, we are left with the questions:  How long 
did it take for the Israelites to realize this pattern?  Was it only when the book of Judges finally hit the book 
shelves?  And how did their growing awareness, that God may be working through the judges to keep them 
true to him, affect their faith? 

I think this was a very significant time in their history.  And that is why my imagination is all fired up to 
understand the process their faith must have gone through. 

Last year I paid an imaginary visit to Bethel to look into just one aspect of their faith.  That aspect had to 
do with their stories of history and faith.  (See The History before Abraham on the ‘Understanding the Bible’ 
page on my website.)  Now I am feeling a little more adventurous and want to make a more extensive look 
at this period of their history. 

I am revealing the results of this visit by means of a handful of editions of the imaginary Bethel Bugle, 
produced for the whole People of Israel by some of the folk at Bethel.  Of course, I don’t intend to publish 
every edition that came off their presses during all those years.  That would be quite a task.  I just want to 
choose 6 from the whole period.  These are in my mind the most significant editions because they are the 
ones following a victory by one or another of the judges. 

Usually an edition of a newspaper bears a date or a number that anchors it to the specific time it was 
published. Because of the already mentioned problems with chronology, I have found it impossible to do 
that with the Bethel Bugle.  So I have simply given each its historical setting by naming each edition according 
to the judge whose victory it celebrates. 

 

The issues I produce here are the: 

Ehud edition (which was the initial edition of the Bethel Bugle), 

Deborah edition 

Gideon edition 

Gideon aftermath edition 

Jephthah edition 

Samson edition 
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