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SAMSON DIES 
IN HIS GREATEST ACT OF 

REVENGE 

Samson Manoahson 
ended up as a chained 
prisoner, blinded by the 
Philistines, forced to 
provide the power for the 
prison flour mill, and kept 
for their ‘entertainment’. 

But last week he took 
his revenge.  He brought 
down the Temple of 
Dagon at Gaza on the 
heads of 3000 Philistine 
worshippers. 

By that suicidal act, he 
has made a name for 
himself in our nation.  He 
is the person who has 
killed more people in his 
death than in his whole life 
of killing. 

The Bugle has reported 
much about Samson over 

the years.  Those stories 
show that he was 
consumed by an over-
whelming obsession for 
revenge.  Particularly 
revenge against the 
Philistines. 

His life became an un-
ending personal vendetta, 
that carried on for 20 
years.  It was fuelled with 
an escalating desire for 
pay-back from both sides.  

One reason this 
vendetta continued for so 
long was the phenomenal 
strength of Samson. 

Even the armies of the 
Philistines were power-
less before him.  And 
Samson was never 
intimidated or frightened 

by anyone or anything. 

He didn’t bother with 
soldiers or armies to help 
him.  He was a loner, a 
one-man army. 

He carried out his 
revenge-driven assaults 
into Philistine territory 
whenever and however 
he liked. 

Each attack seemed to 
be more bizarre than the 
last one.  His taking of 
Philistine life was 
unrelenting. 

But even taking into 
account last week’s 
bloodshed, it is obvious 
he has not really achiev-
ed anything in preventing 
the Philistines from 
settling in our land. 

 

Samson’s 
Nazirite 

Oath 
A voluntary vow of 

dedication to I AM for a 
specific time.  It involves 

no wine, no fermented 
drinks, no grape pro-

ducts; no cutting the hair 

of the head, no razor used 
on the head; and no 

contact with any dead 

body.     – from God’s law 

Our reporter spoke to 
Manoah and his wife 
about their child’s unique 
relationship with I AM. 

They put much stress 
on his Nazirite oath. 

For Samson, they said, 
the vow was not volun-
tary.  It was imposed on 
him by I AM.   Even before 
he was born. 

Nor was it for a specific 
time, but for his whole life. 

Because of this oath 

their son was given speci-
al, outstanding strength. 

He failed to keep some 
conditions of his oath, like 
contact with dead bodies 
(and drinking grape 
products?) – with no con-
sequences.  Nor was he 
afraid of liaisons with non-
Israelite women. 

However, the cutting of 
his hair did have reper-
cussions – the loss of his 
strength, capture, and his 
spectacular death. 

Samson’s 
Vendettas 

Here are some examples 
of the pay-backs between 
Samson and the Philistines 

which involved bloodshed. 

At the feasting prior to 
his wedding he posed a 
riddle – at stake were 30 
outfits of clothing. 

SO they convinced his 
intended to sweet-talk the 
answer out of him.  SO he 
killed 30 Philistines and 
used their clothing. 

His intended was 
married to his best man.  
SO he caught 300 foxes to 
use as torches to burn 
their crops, orchards, and 
harvest. 

SO they burned his 
intended wife and her 
father.  SO he killed many 
of them. 

The tribe of Judah were 
asked to hand Samson 
over.  SO he told them to 
tie him with new ropes, 
which he broke and killed 
1000 Philistines with the 
jawbone of a donkey. 

SO they put pressure 
on his latest girlfriend, 
Delilah, to discover the 
secret of his strength, and 
captured him. 

SO when his hair had 
regrown he prayed for a 
return of his strength and 
killed the worshippers in 
the Temple of Dagon. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

There is no doubt that Samson was chosen 
by our God to live as a Nazirite, and to oppose 
the Philistines who still live in our land.  There is 
no doubt that he was given the gift of 
exceptional strength to help him, and that the 
power of God’s Spirit was at work in him. 

The evidence for this from his early years, and 
especially from his parents, is overwhelming. 

But none of that means his life is exempt from 
scrutiny.  Or that he should escape criticism if it 
appears he didn’t live up to what God has told 
us he expects of his chosen ones. 

Now, I admit I don’t know (and nor does 
anyone else) – none of us knows what it would 
be like to have God’s power working in us.  Or 
what God might tell us to do.  For surely, he is 
above his own laws. 

And – let me also make crystal clear – I would 
hate to have been chosen like Samson was – 
from before my birth, and with no say at all about 
what my life is about. 

I have no idea what it would have been like to 
be Samson. I would never want to be Samson. 

But despite all that, I think his life is still open 
to scrutiny and criticism, both positive and 
negative. 

That’s why I dare to say that for me Samson’s 
life is an example of how NOT to live as one of 
God’s chosen ones. 

There are too many examples of brazen 
disregard for I AM’s laws, of petty give-better-
than-I-get retaliation, and of a go-it-alone 
unconcern for one’s own people. 

I hope no one will use Samson life as a 
positive example of how I AM’s people should 
live. 

Even if – EVEN IF – it was God’s power that 
moved him to act like that. 

SAMSON MEMORABILIA 
Wooden jawbones 

Shave-able wigs 

Lion carcasses – with or without honey 

Fox torches 

Replica Gaza gates 

Breakable ropes 

Replica Temple of Dagon in ruins 

Genuine pieces of the Temple of Dagon 

Samson face masks 

Jigsaw puzzles of his greatest victories 

AND MUCH MORE 
 

See the gift stall in your Market Place 

 

Samson’s 
Lighter Side 

Samson, of course, 
was chiefly noted for his 
strength and expertise in 
killing Philistines. 

But he also had a 
lighter and fun-loving side, 
which had not been 
demonstrated by past 
Deliverers. 

The people around 
Hebron, for example, told 
us how much they 
chuckled when they saw 
Gaza’s great bronze and 
iron gates leaning against 
a tree on the top of a hill 
outside the city. 

Then there was 
Samson’s famous riddle: 
Out of the eater there is 
something to eat; out of 
the strong there is 
something sweet. 

That even moved the 
Philistines to exercise 
their poetical skills after 
they had ferreted out the 
answer:  What is sweeter 
than honey?  What is 

stronger than a lion? 

And then Samson’s 
angry two-liner:  If you had 
not ploughed with my 
heifer, you would not have 
solved my riddle. 

Later after his disposal 
of 1000 Philistines with 
hastily picked up jawbone 
of a donkey, he composed 
his own victory song: 

With a donkey’s 
jawbone I have made 
donkeys of them.  With a 
donkey’s jawbone I killed 
a thousand of them. 

The Bugle understands 
that our NHCMSL (Na-
tional Have a Crack at 
Making Sense of Life) 
project will be adding 
these proverbs and 
riddles to their collections. 

And they are seeking 
people who may know of 
other utterances or songs 
of Samson.  Those may 
also be deemed worthy of 
inclusion. 

Thinking of taking a Nazirite Vow? 
 

We can help with 

Unfermented drinks 
Imitation grape products 

Bladeless razors 
 

Products To Swear By, at Bethel 
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HERE’S WHAT I THINK 
 

We have asked Political Commentator, P. C. Ben-Isaac, 
to give us his opinion once again.  This time we asked for 
his opinion about Samson’s life. 

What do I make of Samson’s life? 

I have been thinking hard and long about Samson, 
about I AM, and about us as his people.  Here is a perhaps 
a somewhat half-baked and even tentative answer. 

I wonder whether Samson’s birth is something like the 
birth of our nation.  And if I AM’s choice of him as his 
chosen one is something like his choice of us.  In that it 
has all been imposed on us.  As a nation, responsibilities 
have been imposed on each one of us.  We have been 
born into these responsibilities.  I wonder if looking at 
Samson we should see ourselves. 

I wonder whether Samson’s gift of strength and power 
is something like the power that is at work among us as a 
people.  We call them God’s miracles.  It is a power that no 
other nation enjoys.  I wonder if looking at Samson we 
should see ourselves. 

I wonder whether Samson’s chasing after foreign 
women is something like our nation’s seeming preference 
for all kinds of idols and gods apart from I AM.  I wonder 
whether each one of us isn’t as idolatrous and adulterous 
as Samson – from God’s point of view.  I wonder if looking 
at Samson we should see ourselves. 

I wonder whether Samson’s final defeat by Delilah and 
his subsequent imprisonment may be a picture of what we 
may have to face if we can’t use the power God has given 
us to break free from following the idols and gods around 
us.  I wonder if looking at Samson we should see 
ourselves. 

I wonder whether Samson’s death is pointing to a 
possible death that we may be bringing upon ourselves as 
a nation, if we don’t get back to calling on I AM.  I wonder 
if looking at Samson we should see ourselves. 

And by calling on our God, who knows what he may 
accomplish with us – even by means of our death. 

I sit quietly and wonder.  And that’s what I think. 

Samson’s 
Future 

Samson’s death has 
opened a wide-spread 
discussion about whether 
he should be included as 
one of our Deliverers. 

Certainly, his victories 
over the Philistines were 
popular.  Everyone talked 
about them, and we all 
waited impatiently to hear 
about his next escapade. 

And it is clear that he 
had been chosen by I AM. 

But he was never more 
than a one-man army. 

We all expect our 

Deliverers to be called to 
lead our people.  They are 
representatives of our 
national, national figures. 

Not egotistical loners. 

Do we stick with what 
has been the case with 
Deliverers in the past?  
With our traditional 
expectations? 

Or is our God doing 
something new? 

That’s the debate we 
are having. 

Maybe it is far too close 
to Samson’s death to 
make this decision now.  It 
seems we will have to wait 
for history to make this 
judgment. 

 

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

We welcome your response 
to issues raised by this paper and 

to local and national matters 

RIDICULOUS  

This is getting 
ridiculous. 

Years ago our De-
liverer, Jair, made the 
record scroll with his 30 
sons, who rode around on 
their 30 donkeys. 

Not too long ago Ibzan 
rewrote those records 
with his 30 sons and 30 
daughters, each one (take 
note) married to spouses 
from outside their own 
clan. 

And just recently our 
deliverer, Abdon Benhillel, 
rose to the top of the list 
with his 40 sons and 30 
grandsons riding around 
on 70 donkeys. 

What are we going to 

see next? 

I think it has moved 
from regal to pompous, 
with only donkey sellers 
winning. 

Everyone-gets-sick-of-
a-parade, Gilead 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

WHAT A PITY 

What a pity Samson 
was so erratic and 
uncontrollable. 

Just think what our 
nation could have 
achieved if only he put his 
ego to one side and 
worked together with us. 

But now, if I can make 
a prediction, the Philistine 
are going to trouble us for 
many years. 

Too-late Now, Shiloh 

The POTTERY SPOTTERY 
 

For those special items you can’t 
make at home 

 

Unusual and imported pieces 
 

Our stall is in the Gilgal Market Place 
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This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of 
time, by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: Judges 
12:8 – 16:31 and the book of Ruth.   v.17 

LETTERS 
Continued 

 

FRIENDS OR ENEMIES?  

When I first heard 
about it, I just didn’t 
believe it.  Now, with 
Samson’s death, the truth 
is out. 

Our soldiers in Judah 
actually handed Samson 
over to the Philistines! 

Are we do to their dirty 
work for them?  As if we 
are happy to accept their 
dominance in part of OUR 
country! 

I though the Philistines 
are our enemies, and our 
army’s job is to keep them 
out of our borders. 

Up-and-at-em, Gilgal 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

DELIVERERS? 

For around 200 years 
(forgive me if my history or 
my maths is inaccurate) 
we have had Deliverers. 

I understand that there 
have been about 12 of 
them. 

What troubles me is 
that I don’t see them 
making much difference 
to the state of our nation. 

We are still being 
attacked by and subjected 
to the tribes and nations 
that surround us.  They 
are still making claiming 
upon our land. 

And our Deliverers 
seem to be getting more 
and more ineffective. 

Is there a better way to 
assert our presence in our 
own country? 

Deliver-us-from-deliv-
erers, Shechem 

- - - NOTICES - - - 

 
BIRTH 

IN BETHLEHEM 
A son has been born to 

Boaz BenSalmon and 
Ruth the Moabite. 

He has been named 
OBED. 

The locals are calling 
him the son of Naomi – 
because he is the 
grandson for whom she 
has been waiting for so 
many years.  And she 
expects great things from 
Obed (far more than 
normal grandmothers). 

 

BUSINESS TALKS 

FOR THOSE private 
and discrete business or 
family negotiations give 
consideration to BOAZ’s 
THRESHING FLOOR at 
Bethlehem. 

Reasonable tariffs, but 
somewhat higher during 
the Threshing season.  
Catering is an add-on 
extra. 

EMPLOYMENT 

SHEARER with 7 years 
experience seeks casual 
or permanent work.  
Favours work in the 
central districts of our 
nation, but will consider 
requests from anywhere. 

Contact can be made 
through the Bethany Gift 
Stall. 

Samson’s 
Birth 

 

While speaking with 
Manoah and his wife, our 
reporter also uncovered 
unusual happenings prior 
to his birth. 

‘I remember seeing an 
awesome looking angel’, 
Manoah’s wife said.  ‘He 
knew I was unable to have 
children.  But promised I 
would give birth to a son.  
Who needed be a raised 
as a Nazirite.’ 

Manoah was some-
what sceptical but prayed 
that this man would come 
to them again to explain 
how they could rear a 
child like that. 

Sure enough, he 
appeared again.  And 
confirmed all that he said 
a few days before. 

He refused to reveal his 
name.  And wouldn’t stay 
for a meal.  But suggested 
Manoah prepare a burnt 
offering. 

Then he ascended in 
the flames of the offering. 

That’s when Manoah 
was convinced he was an 
angel of God.   He had 
never seen (or heard of) 
anything like this before. 

Manoah was terrified 
they would die on the spot 
because they had seen 
God.  But his wife assured 
him that since they were 
still alive, they were safe. 

 

NEW USE FOR 
THRESHING 

FLOORS? 

The birth of Obed (see 
Notices) in Bethlehem has 
raised the possibility of 
using threshing floors for 
business negotiations. 

It has been revealed 
that it was on Boaz’s 
threshing floor that he and 
Ruth began their next-of-
kin marriage negotiations. 

Threshing floors, the 
Mayor of Bethlehem said, 
are certainly more private 
for some types of talks 
and consultations. 

But the final decisions 
will still have to be taken to 
the Gate where all the 
official judgments and 
decisions are made. 

The Gate is the public 
arena for judges, magis-
trates and witnesses. 

But maybe threshing 
floors are ideal for 
preliminary discussions. 

DELIVERERS 

I know many of our 
people are questioning 
the value of Deliverers. 

But aren’t they sent to 
us by our God?  Doesn’t 
he decide who and when 
they appear? 

Doesn’t he give them 
the victories that we 
need? 

So IF they are not 
working, maybe it’s not 
our God or our Deliverers 
who are lacking. 

Maybe it’s got some-
thing to do with US! 

Nah-that-can’t-be-right, 
Bethel 

 


