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CONSTANTLY CALLING OUR ISRAELITE NATION TO UNITY 

 
 

  

The TEMPORARY TAKE-OVER 

of The Bethel Bugle 
CONTINUES 

 

During this time of turmoil engulfing 

the tribe of Benjamin, 

the town of Bethel has been placed 

under the control of the tribe of 

Manasseh 

This is to ensure the continuing 

production of our nation’s newspaper 
 

These arrangements remain in force for as 
long as deemed necessary 

 

The Tribal Leaders Council 

JEPHTHAH’S 
VICTORY JOY 

R U I N E D 
 

Jephthah BenGilead, our latest Deliverer, has won a 
great victory over the Ammonites.  He has brought an end 
to 18 years of incursions and distress. 

In the process he devastated 20 Ammonite towns.  This 
decisive blow to their power will stop them attacking the 
tribal lands of Benjamin, Judah, and Ephraim.  Hopefully 
for many years. 

He first tried to prevent war by negotiations with the 
Ammonites.  But their king ignored his efforts. 

Reports reveal that his leadership and fighting skills 
were proof that he had been empowered by I AM’s spirit. 

But now (just 10 days after this victory) the fall-out from 
two side issues have cast a cloud over the joy of this 
victory.  As a result, there will be no victory procession in 
Jephthah’s home town of Mizpah. 

There are gut-wrenching repercussions from Jephthah’s 
rash vow.  And the reappearance of tribal jealousy has 
escalated into another war within our nation. (See the 
separate reports on both of these issues on this page.) 

The 

TRIBAL 

Jealousy 
 

An army from the tribe 
of Ephraim confronted 
Jephthah on his return 
from his victory over the 
forces of Ammon. 

They were angry that 
they were not given the 
change to join the army 
Jephthah led against the 
Ammonites. 

The confrontation soon 
became warfare.  And the 
Ephraim army was 
defeated. 

But there was more 
devastation for the 
Ephraimites.  Jephthah’s 
soldiers captured the 
fords on the Jordan River. 

When survivors of the 
Ephraim army sought to 
return home, they were 
killed. 

These battle survivors 
were cleverly identified by 
a feature of their local 
dialect – their distinctive 
pronunciation of the word 
shibboleth. 

It is reported that 42000 
Ephraimites perished as a 
result of this ‘temper 
tantrum of jealousy’ – as 
some are calling this 
unnecessary war. 

The Rash 

VOW 

Whatever comes out of 
my home to meet me 
when I return in triumph 
will be I AM’s, to be sacri-
ficed as a burnt offering. 

That’s the solemn vow 
Jephthah made as he left 
home to engage in war 
against the Ammonites. 

There is certainly much 
speculation about the 
reasons behind this 

sacred vow. 

So much speculation in 
fact, that it is impossible 
even to begin to list it 
here. 

Jephthah’s grief as 
Jaydee, his daughter (and 
only child), danced out to 
meet him is profound. 

Understandably, he 
has declined to talk to 
anyone about this matter 
at this time. 

So, the speculation will 
continue – until the family 
is ready to speak. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

One month ago the story grabbing the biggest headlines 
in the Bethel Bugle dealt with the outrageous and 
shameless behaviour of the tribe of Benjamin.  And the 
actions of the Benjamites warranted those headlines. 

Since that time there has been an outstanding 
outpouring of outrage by the rest of our nation.  And the 
actions of the Benjamites warranted that outrage. 

-- Our nation has been forced to face up to a repeat of 
the ancient and notorious disobedience to our God by the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Only with us having to deal 
with it in the place of, and on behalf of, God. 

-- Our nation has been forced into a major war against 
one of our own tribes.  This in-family strife was brought 
about because of the defiant attitude displayed by the 
Benjamites. 

It has been something we have not experienced before.  
Of course, there has been in-family trouble in the past.  
And there will be in the future.  Such as the present strife 
between Ephraim and Gilead.  But our conflict with the 
Benjamites was much more than that.  It was the rest of 
the nation against one tribe. 

-- Our nation has been forced to face up to the 
unimaginable prospect of the loss of one of our tribes. 

AND what we could do to prevent that from happening. 

No wonder our nation has been in turmoil while we have 
worked through all this.  But, thanks to our God, we are 
getting there.  We are making progress. 

Through it all our Tribal Leaders Council (TLC) has been 
exceptionally busy, and have done a great job.  And those 
messengers, carrying our communications from place to 
place, have almost suffered melt-down. 

Through it all we, as a nation, have been calling on I AM, 
praying and offering sacrifices, as never before.  We have 
been more concerned about our obedience to I AM than I 
can ever remember. 

And that is not an insignificant change for our nation. 

But – this time – will that change last? 

 

JEPHTHAH’S BID FOR 

PEACE 
Our National Genealogical Society (NGS), 

the body also in charge of our Archives, 

has agreed to release the messages between 

Jephthah, the general of the Gileadites, 

and the king of Ammon, 

prior to the recent Israel-Ammonite war. 
With thanks to the NGS for their permission. 

Jephthah to the 
Ammonite king: 

Why are you 
attacking our land?  
Why are you picking a 
fight with us? 

Ammonite king to 
Jephthah: 

When you came 
here from Egypt you 
took our land, a great 
swathe of it, from the 
Arnon to the Jabbok 
rivers.  Give it back to 
us now.  If you do this, 
then we can live in 
peace. 

Jephthah to the 
Ammonite king: 

On our journey from 
Egypt to this land our 
God gave us, we sought 
permission from the 
kings of Edom and 
Moab to go through 
their territories. Both 
refused. 

Then we sought 
permission from Sihon, 
the king of the Amor-
ites, to go through his 

land.  He not only re-
fused, he attacked us.  
Our God gave us 
victory, and we captur-
ed from him the land to 
which you refer. 

We took the land 
from the Amorites, not 
from you Ammonites.  
We cannot, therefore, 
give it back to you. 

We gained the land 
because our God 
fought for us. Who are 
you claim it?  Why are 
you not satisfied with 
what your god, Chem-
osh, has given to you? 

AND we have held 
this land for 300 years.  
Why are you making a 
claim on it now? 

I’m not threatening 
your land.  The one 
picking a fight is you.  
But I’m happy to let our 
God be the one to 
settle this dispute be-
tween Israelites and 
Ammonites. 

No reply received. 

 
 

Profile - JEPHTHAH 
 Jephthah BenGilead 

grew up knowing what it 
was like to be an outcast. 

Right from birth he was 
despised because his 
mother was a prostitute.  
Later his step-brothers 

even drove him from his 
home, depriving him of 
any inheritance. 

So he went to live in the 
land of Tob, becoming a 
warrior and the leader of a 
guerrilla band. His power 

and notoriety brought him 
to the notice of the leaders 
of Gilead. 

They signed an agree-
ment with him, giving him 

the command of their 
army. 

From that time, his life 
of being rejected and an 
outcast was finally over. 
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In MEMORY of JAYDEE 

The Mizpah branch of 
YMCAW (Young Maid-
ens, Chaste and 
Anticipating Wedlock) are 
arranging a TMHR (Two 
Month Hills Retreat) with 
Jaydee, Jephthah’s 
daughter, to mourn her 

upcoming death. 

These will be the last 
two months of her life, 
after falling victim to her 
father’s rash and stupid 
vow. 

Her friends in YMCAW 

will share in Jaydee’s grief 
over being robbed of wife- 
and mother-hood by her 
reckless father. 

They will be organizing 
some kind of Retreat 
every year to keep alive 
Jaydee’s memory.  And to 
prevent similar stupidity in 
the future. 

HERE’S WHAT I THINK 
 

One person who has taken a keen interest in the 
emergence of our Deliverers is P. C. Ben-Isaac.  He says 
his initials stand for Political Commentator (whatever that 
means!).  Yet many people in our nation are sitting up and 
taking notice.  So we have asked for his commentations. 

I think there has been a very clear chain of events 
preceding the rise of every one of our Deliverers.  Jephthah 
is the eighth so far.  By studying the common circum-
stances, I am, in fact, confident I can give a fairly accurate 
prediction as to when the next Deliverer is likely to emerge.  
Although in saying that I have to admit that Jephthah’s 
appearance came about a little sooner than I expected. 

Let me explain. 
The first step in the process of God sending a Deliverer 

is our nation’s growing idolatry and disobedience against 
our God.  Before Jephthah we served more Canaanite 
idols than ever before.  The Baals and Ashtoreths of the 
tribes around us.  The gods of Aram, Sidon, Moab, and of 
the Ammonites, and the Philistines.  We were committing 
wholesale adultery (that’s what idolatry is) against I AM. 

The second step is I AM trying to make us aware of our 
guilt by letting us stew in the consequences of our adultery.  
And by encouraging the people around us to attack.  He’s 
saying to us:  Alright, you have chosen your own gods.  If 
you are in trouble go to them.  Let’s see how things go 
when the only help you can get comes from idols of wood 
and stone.  Let’s see if I can bring you to your senses. 

The third step is our recapitulation – our admission of 
guilt, our repentance, our turning back to our God. 

Having learned our lesson, God sends us a Deliverer. 

Now, in the present case I reckon I AM has cut short this 
third step.  We had not properly repented and given up our 
idols.  We were all talk, all promises, but no action.  I’m 
convinced our God just couldn’t bear to see us suffer any 
longer, even though we certainly deserved it.  He sent us 
a Deliverer anyway. 

And that says far more about our God, than about us.  
And I wonder how we are going to react to his crazy mercy. 

Anyway, that’s what I think. 

 

 

TWO MONTH 
HILLS RETREAT 

with JAYDEE 
 

sponsored by the 
Mizpah YMCAW 

 

open to all YMCAW 
members 

 
LETTERS TO THE 

EDITOR 
We welcome your response 

to issues raised by this paper and 
to local and national matters 

 
MISSING THE REGAL  

I don’t mind at all 
having Deliverers with a 
somewhat outlaw-ish 
background (like Gideon 
and Jephthah). 

Nevertheless, I was 
impressed with the more 
stately and refined 
bearing of our former 
Deliverer, Jair. 

He and his 30 sons, 
astride 30 donkeys, 
processing between the 
30 towns in Gilead they 
controlled presented quite 
an opulent and regal 
parade. 

I guess I’m surprised at 
how much I miss that. 

Everyone-loves-a-Par-
ade, Gilead 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

LAUGHING STOCK 

When, oh when, are we 
going to rise above all the 
jealousy among us?  
Especially that which 
exists between our tribes! 

The damage we are 
doing to ourselves as a 
nation is almost beyond 
belief. 

Our enemies in this 
land must be laughing 
themselves silly. 

Not funny, Jezreel 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

HOW LOW! 

How low we have sunk 
from the picture I have of 
our nation journeying 
across the desert under 
Moses and settling in this 
promised land under 
Joshua. 

And we can’t blame our 
leaders. 

The widespread wor-
ship of idols is a disgrace 
that every one of us needs 
to give up. 

I don’t know how I AM 
can keep on sending us 
Deliverer after Deliverer. 

Improve Now, Shamir 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

THANK YOU 

You are doing a great 
job, Manasseh, in keeping 
the Bethel Bugle going.  
We need this newspaper, 
especially when going 
through divisive times. 

 Grateful reader, Tirzah 
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This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of 
time, by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: Judges 
10:1 – 12:7, 19:1 – 21:25.    v.17 

- - - NOTICES - - - 

FOR SALE 

POMEGRANATES 
Fresh from the trees, or 
dried for late night nibbling 
or as addition to muesli.  
Pomegranate juice and 
pomegranate wine also 
available now. 

The Pomegranate Or-
chard, Ataroth 

 

LEGAL ADVICE 

AVOID making vows 
that could leave you in 
difficult situations. 

We can give advice 
regarding the advantages 
of having it all written 
down on papyrus, of 
ambiguous wording, 
escape clauses, crossing 
your fingers, etc. 

For all the low-down on 
things legal, see the 

Shiloh Legal Kiosk 

 

FIREPLACES 

NEW FAMILY business 
skilled in designing, 

BONFIRE 
to BURN and MELT 

DOWN all our IDOLS 
 

at the next new moon 

on Mt. Ebal 
 

an initiative of the tribe of 

Issachar 
 

the Tribe of Manasseh will 

provide all kinds of food stalls 
 

Join us in celebrating 

the faith that unites us 

CISTERN 

WORLD 
 

Extensive display of 

above ground 

and underground 

units 
 

Free connection to 

piping for rainwater 

harvesting 

Free installation of 

hand pump 
 

STALLS AT 

JEZREEL, SHILOH, 

HEBRON 

 

Enhance your 
 

ROOFTOP 

LIVING 
 

We specialize in 

Outdoor furniture 

Weatherproof 

storage units 

Party accessories 
 

We do complete 

ROOFTOP 

RENOVATIONS 
 

Display Stall at 

SHECHEM 

constructing, remodelling, 
and updating all kinds of 
fireplaces.  We can make 
interior fire pits very warm 
and cosy.  And exterior 
cooking fireplaces a joy to 
work at. 

We control fire for your 
well-being. 

Phinehas Fireplaces, 
Asher 

 

CHILD EDUCATION 
COMMISSION 

THE TLC is consider-
ing setting up a com-
mission to review the 
education and training 
that our children are 
receiving in their families. 

It is envisaged that this 
commission will conduct a 
survey of all families to 
assess the competence of 
children in carrying out life 
skills like: 

cultivating the soil and 
growing crops; 

caring for animals; 
cooking food properly; 

grinding grain; 
weaving baskets and 

cloth; 
politeness and 

obedience to their elders; 
reciting the great 

stories of our faith. 

Applications are now 
open for positions on this 
commission.  Please 
submit them to the TLC or 
to your Tribal Leader. 

THE DATE 
TREE FARM 

 

Fresh Juice 
Brewed Ale 
Woven Mats 

Baskets 
Cords and Ropes 

Pillows 
Mattresses 

 

The Date Tree Farm 
 at Zanoah 

YMCAW 
Young Maidens, Chaste & Anticipating Wedlock 

 

The Mizpah branch of YMCAW 
is seeking new members 

 

Applicants need to be committed to the goals 
of YMCAW 

including their struggle for gender equality 
and the rights of ALL men, male and female 


