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CONSTANTLY CALLING OUR ISRAELITE NATION TO UNITY 

 

  

KING ABIMELECH 
IS DEAD, 

HIS KINGDOM OVER 
Last week’s funeral for 

King Abimelech was a 
sombre and depressing 
occasion. 

Mostly because of the 
current dissension in our 
nation about the concept 
of kingship. 

The death of 
Abimelech is distressing 
to some, and welcomed 
by others. 

It brought an end to the 
first ‘kingdom’ in our 
nation – even if this 
kingdom extended over 
little more than one town.  
This loss of this kingdom 
is also distressing to 
some, and welcomed by 
others. 

The funeral, held at 
Shechem, was conduc-
ted by the distinguished 
Rabbi Caleb BenAaron-
son.  He called for an end 
to the in-fighting and 
jealousy that has arisen 
during Abimelech’s brief 
3-year reign. 

The Rabbi reminded 
mourners that I AM is their 
king. 

And he suggested that 
if our nation wanted to 
copy the nations around 
us by having a human 
king, we needed to have I 
AM’s approval. 

Our reporter caught up 
with the Rabbi after the 
funeral.  He said his 
personal opinion was that 
Israel was nowhere near 
ready yet to become a 
kingdom. 

He also found it ironic 
that Abimelech, whose 
name means Our 
father/God is king, should 
have contradicted his 
name by his actions. 

It is understandable, he 
said, that his reign was so 
short and that it caused so 
much trouble. 

But now it’s time to 
work to restore peace and 
harmony within our 
nation. 

NO JUSTICE FOR MICAH 
Micah the Ephraimite 

has again failed to 
achieved the justice he is 
seeking. 

After appealing in vain 
to tribal leaders, he 
approached the highest 
authority in our land, the 
Tribal Leaders Council. 

But they dismissed his 
appeal.   He told our 
reporter he has no 
recourse left in his fight for 
justice. 

Micah’s troubles be-
gan when his mother gave 
him an appreciable 
amount of money to 
purchase carved images 
and other sacred items for 
a shrine in his home. 

When this household 
shrine was completed, 
Micah installed one of his 
sons as the priest. 

Later Jonathan, a 
young Levite from 
Bethlehem came to 
Ephraim seeking employ-
ment as a priest. 

Micah jumped at the 
chance of having a 
professional Levite in the 
place of his son.  So 
Jonathan was installed as 
his priest. 

Micah shared his home 
with Jonathan, giving him 
food and lodging in return 
for his services. 

Hearing about Jona-
than, a delegation from 

the tribe of Dan, came to 
him to enquire about a 
venture they were 
undertaking.  Jonathan 
assured them of success 
and gave his blessing. 

Micah was overjoyed 
that his priest was 
becoming known.  And 
that his shrine was 
becoming more than just 
a household shrine. 

But later the Danites 
returned with an army of 
600.  They stole Micah’s 
priest by offering him a 
more lucrative position 
with them. 

They also stole Micah’s 
shrine, idols, and sacred 
items – the lot.  
Confronted by their army 
Micah could do nothing. 

He suffered consider-
able financial loss.  And 
the future plans for his 
shrine were left in tatters. 

This is the injustice 
Micah is seeking to have 
put right. 

But now, with the 
refusal of help from the 
TLC, it looks as if he will 
have to accept that he will 
never obtain justice. 

Micah’s response was: 
‘It looks like people with 
power can do whatever 
they like and get away 
with it.’ 

This is sure to find 
widespread agreement. 

SHRINES 4 U 
 

All you need to set up a shrine 

In your house or garden 

All gods catered for 
 

Stores at Kedesh, Shiloh, & Hebron 
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EDITORIAL 
 

This issue of the Bethel Bugle distresses me. 

Both of the major stories raise fundamental 
questions about the state of our nation.  The 
answers to those questions bother me and 
deeply worry me. 

Both make me ask: Why have we become a 
nation where so many people do whatever they 
like?  And get away with doing it, no matter how 
it effects other people.  More importantly, what 
effect will that kind of life have on our nation, on 
our future? 

Let me highlight some specifics. 

King Abimelech was able to ride rough shod 
over everyone, twisting the truth however he 
liked, just to achieve his ego-trip of being king.  
And once he became king of Shechem he used 
the same tactics to extend his kingdom.  Until, 
fortunately, in my opinion, he was stopped by a 
well-aimed falling millstone. 

Micah’s household shrine, and his 
appointment of a private priest, goes against all 
our traditions and laws.  Even if it was a shrine 
dedicated to I AM.  But Micah didn’t care a fig 
about those laws.  And I suspect it catered for 
the worship of all kinds of idols as well. 

Jonathan’s willingness to serve at this shrine 
also goes against our traditions and laws. 

Both Micah and Jonathan were able to get 
away with doing whatever they liked. 

The Danites with their army of 600, were able 
to steal whatever they wanted from Micah.  They 
did it because that’s what they wanted to do. 

Whether the Danites followed the power-
tactics of Abimelech, or whether their actions 
gave him encouragement, doesn’t matter.  It just 
demonstrates how widespread this doing-
whatever-you-like is. 

Now maybe, none of this bothers you.  But me 
– if this continues, I’m scared stiff about our 
future as a nation. 

PRIVATE SALE 
 

4-room sun-dried brick home 
with courtyard 

 

built just 6 years ago 
a stroll from the Bethel Market Place 

 

Inspection, Information, from Bethel Market Place 

Profile - ABIMELECH 
Abimelech’s father was 

Gideon Joashson of 
Ophrah, our most recent 
Deliverer.  Gideon, with 
his many wives, had 70 
sons.  Abimelech was ‘the 
other son’ living at Shech-
em with his mother, a 
concubine of Gideon’s. 

While Gideon refused 
to become king at 
Ophrah, or to allow one of 
his sons to do so, it seems 
Abimelech was not averse 
to the idea.  Especially 
after his father’s death. 

He was able to seduce 
the citizens of Shechem to 
consider appointing him 
as their king.   

The town council even 
gave him funding to hire 
mercenaries, the first step 
in establishing an army. 

These fighters gave 
Abimelech the power he 
needed to murder all other 
contenders for the throne, 
his 69 brothers in Ophrah. 

This bloody mass-
sacrifice of a murder was 
the event that paved the 
way for his coronation 
ceremony at Shechem 
just over 3 years ago. 

His youngest brother, 
Jotham, who escaped 
being murdered, raised 
questions at the time 
about the kind of king he 
may become.  But little 
heed was given to his 
warnings. 

Many reports in this 
paper about Abimelech 
over the last 3 years have 
raised questions about his 
concept of kingship. 

Profile - MICAH 
From what we have 

been able to gather, 
Micah seems to be a 
rather private and media-
shy person. 

He lives in the hill 
country of Ephraim, with 
his wife and 3 children.  
His mother lives beside 
his house in a granny flat. 

In the early years of his 
marriage, his mother re-
ported to the local police 
the theft of 13kgs of silver. 

The curse she placed 
on the robber did not 
result in an early 
conclusion to the crime. 

Police records reveal 
that soon afterward his 
mother withdrew her 
complaint, and the police 

closed the case.  

However, local talk at 
the time claims that Micah 
was the responsible for 
the theft.  And when he 
thought about the curse 
that his mother had 
uttered he didn’t want that 
hanging over his head. 

So, he confessed his 
misdeed and returned the 
silver to his mother. 

His mother was so 
pleased that she 
cancelled the curse with a 
blessing.  She even gave 
the silver to her son, 
suggesting he use it to set 
up the shrine in his home. 

That shrine – or the 
lack of it – is giving him so 
much distress now. 
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HERE’S WHAT I THINK 
 

We asked Benjamin Reubenson, the chair of our Tribal 
Leaders Council, for his opinion about what we could learn 
from the brief and limited reign of King Abimelech. 

The experiment of making Abimelech king at Shechem, 
if an experiment it was, certainly turned out to be a dismal 
failure.  Whatever way you look at it, it has been a terrible 
disaster. 

Right from the kingdom’s conception and birth and on 
through to its death, everything has depended on 
scheming and counter-scheming, on intimidation and 
bloodshed. 

Here are just some examples. 

Abimelech’s scheming convinced the citizens of 
Shechem that the kingship, suggested after his father’s act 
of deliverance, was still a great idea.  Despite his father’s 
opposition.  Then, after Gideon’s death Abimelech 
convinced them that he, a citizen of their town, would be 
the best son to pick up his father’s mantle of leadership. 

Many of us are still reeling from his brazen act of murder 
– of 69 of his brothers.  We deplore the power he used, 
backed up by the thugs he had gathered around him, to 
silence any murmurs of opposition. 

When faced with opposition, Abimelech got rid of Gaal, 
attacked and destroyed his home town of Shechem, killing 
as many as he could.  And he was in the process of dishing 
out the same treatment to Thebez. 

And then the sorry and humiliating end to it all.  He 
ordered his servant to end his life so he could escape the 
humiliation of dying because of injuries inflicted by a 
woman. 

I can only see one positive aspect to this experiment of 
kingship.  It only lasted three years.  But it’s still a real 
shame it didn’t end sooner. 

Those who see benefits and advantages in our nation 
being ruled by a king will need to find much better king-
material than what we have just experienced. 

Anyway, that’s what I think. 

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

We welcome your response 
to issues raised by this paper and 

to local and national matters 

DISAPPOINTED 

I was hoping that 
having a king would help 
to curb the lawlessness 
that is so out of control in 
our nation. 

At least curb it within 
the area of the Shechem 
kingdom. 

But what a disap-
pointment!  If anything, it 
has only made it worse.  
And the king was the 
greatest offender. 

I don’t want to hear any 
more talk of kings and 
kingdoms. 

  Disillusioned Ephraimite 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

GRIEF AND HARM 

I don’t understand why 
we, as a nation, are 
causing so much grief and 
harm to one another. 

We are supposed to be 
working towards being a 
united, caring, and godly 
nation. 

But we’re heading off in 
the wrong direction. 

Look, if you MUST give 
grief and pain to others, 
our land is still full of 
foreigners – give it to 

them. 

Weera Family, Geba 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

WANDERING PRIESTS 

What is going on that 
Levites and Priests (such 
as Jonathan) are wan-
dering around looking for 
work? 

Have they nothing to do 
at our national shrines? 

Are our people no 
longer going to our places 
of worship to offer 
sacrifices and sing our 
psalms? 

Is this practice 
approved by those in 
authority? 

What is being done to 
keep our nation together, 
united in our worship of I 
AM? 

Pulya Socksup, Gibeon 

 

DAN IS ON THE MOVE 
The tribe of Dan is in 

the process of moving to 
the northern area of the 
land our God gave us. 

So far they have not 
been able to take control 
of the land they had been 
allotted.  The Amorite and 
the Philistines have been 

able to resist their attacks. 

In the process of their 
moving north they 
happened to hear about 
Micah’s shrine and his 
priest, Jonathan. 

And they helped 
themselves to Micah’s 
shrine, together with his 

priest. 

We understand that 
they are planning to settle 
in the town of Laisch.  
They are sure they can 
defeat the peaceful and 
unsuspecting inhabitants. 

They plan to rebuild the 
town and rename it Dan. 

The CHOICE DOZEN 
from JUDAH’s Tribe 

 

The Best 12 bottles 
from the latest vintage 

 

3 red wines 
3 white wines 

3 virgin olive oils 
3 wine vinegars 

 

Chosen by the Judah 
olive and wine growers 

 

Available from any 
town market place in 

Judah’s territory 
 

Proceeds in aid of our 
national shrine at 

Shechem 
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This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of 
time, by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passages drawn on for this issue are: Judges 
8:28 – 9:57 and 17:1 – 18:31.   v.17 

The Story that came true 
We reproduce the story told by Jotham (Abimelech’s 
surviving brother) before Abimelech’s coronation – 
together with his prediction of what would happen. 

This prediction has now become the sad reality. 
 

This story has gained a place in the National 
Have a Crack at Making Sense of Life 

repository and we thank the NHCMSL for 
permission to include it here. 

One day the trees 

decided they want-

ed to have a king. 

They asked the 

olive tree. 

What? he said, 

Give up producing 

the oil that gods and 

humans use in their 

special ceremonies?  

Just to rule over 

trees? 

They asked the 

fig tree. 

What?  Stop pro-

ducing the most 

luscious and scrump-

tious fruit of all?  

Just to be a ruler 

over trees? 

They asked the 

grape vine. 

What?  No longer 

be a source of wine 

that brings cheer to 

gods and humans?  

Just to rule over 

trees? 

Finally they asked 

the thorn bush. 

Well, if you want 

to bask in the 

protection and the 

shade I offer, why 

not? 

But remember 

this.  I am also the 

fuel that can des-

troy the lot of you. 
 

So if you think you 

are right in making 

Abimelech king, 

showing due respect 

to his father and his 

69 murdered broth-

ers, then enjoy your 

thorn bush. 

But if you have 

acted with treach-

ery and murder, may 

the thorn bush 

burst into flame and 

consume the whole 

lot of you! 

 

FRESH FRUIT AND VEGES 
 

Our distance from the ravages of recent 

warfare have not affected our harvests 
 

Supplies of 

wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, 

olives, dates, honey, nuts 

have been distributed to many town Market 

Places (at discount prices) 
 

Judah’s Tribal Leader 

- - - NOTICES - - - 

FIGS 

OUR FIG TREES have 
produced a bumper crop.  
The fruit is available at the 
Bethel Market Price 
especially for those who 
have had their properties 
ravaged by raiders.  Help 
yourself. 

 

SCRIBES 

DO YOU WANT YOUR 
own copies of documents 
and papers?  Or of any 
important written materi-
al?  Our Scribes can offer 
their professional ser-
vices at modest rates. 

Make enquiries at the 
Market Place of any of the 
Levitical cities in our land. 

Levi’s Tribal Leader 

 

GLEANING 

FARM LAND around 
Bethel has been 
harvested lightly to allow 
abundant gleaning for 
those still recovering from 

the ravages of Canaanite 
raiders. 

 

RUGS, MATS 

WIDE RANGE of rugs 
and mats, local and 
imported.  For sleeping, 
sitting, serving food, room 
decoration. 

Rugs-a-million, at 
selected Market Places 

 

FOR SALE 

BEAM PRESS.  Has 
been used to extract olive 
oil for just ten years.  Will 
be good for the job for 
many more years.  Willing 
to negotiate on price. 

SLED.  Medium sized 
wooden sled for 
threshing, suitable for 
yoking to one or two 
animals.  Excellent 
condition, only 50 hours 
on chronometer.  Price 
also open to negotiation. 

Available at the Market 
Place, Bethlehem 

 
Fabrics that Flatter 

 

Specialists in linen and woollen 

clothing 

 

See our wide range in selected town 

Market Places 


