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AMAZING VICTORY 

CELEBRATED AT OPHRAH 

Gideon’s 
double 

whammy 
Gideon has given the 

Canaanite gods double 
trouble.  That’s the claim 
of Joash, his proud father, 
and one of the town elders 
at Ophrah. 

He said that Gideon’s 
task of being a Deliverer 
really involved two tasks. 

His leading an army to 
defeat the Midianites has 
received most attention.  
Joash thought that was 
not surprising.  Simply 
because it has signific-
ance for our whole nation. 

And it explains why the 
nickname of Chopper has 
become popular since the 
victory.  (That’s what 
‘Gideon’ means.) But 
Joash still wishes people 
would call him Gideon. 

His other task, which, 
Joash said, happened 
first, has great local 
significance for Ophrah. 

I AM told him to destroy 
the town’s altar and shrine 
to Baal. 

Joash said he is now 
ashamed that this place of 
idol worship had been 
built, especially since he 
is an elder of the town. 

But he was happy that 
he had the courage to 
show his support for his 
son’s action. 

Last week the tribe of 
Manasseh gathered at 
Ophrah for a joyful victory 
celebration. 

They partied for two 
days (some even longer) 
because of Gideon Joash-
son’s complete defeat of 
the Midianites. 

These tribes have been 
oppressing our nation for 
the last seven years.  
Ravaging our crops and 
herds, and destroying our 
farms. 

Our reporter, who went 
to Ophrah for the revelry, 
and to get the facts about 
this triumph, discovered 
how amazing Gideon’s 
victory really was. 

In fact, as people get to 
know about Gideon’s 

victory, he is being 
acknowledged as our 
nation’s latest Deliverer. 

With an army of only 
300 men he faced an 
enemy army of 120,000, 
including a large camel-
mounted contingent. 

His soldiers described 
how Gideon orchestrated 
a ‘night time panic attack 
of self-destruction’.  At 
least that’s what they are 
now calling it. 

Then he called in 
thousands of reinforce-
ment soldiers to pursue 
the survivors of that 
Midianite debacle to get 
utter victory. 

Gideon is convinced 
the victory is due to I AM, 
our God, who promised to 

fight for him. 

To make sure I AM will 
always be acknowledged 
as the victor, Gideon is 
building 2 memorials at 
Ophrah, his home town. 

An altar at the place 
where God called him to 
be his deliverer, engraved 
with I AM, our Lord, is 
Peace. 

And a Shrine, a place of 
prayer to our God, made 
from gold earrings 
gathered from the dead 
Midianite soldiers. 

This victory means that 
a large section of our 
nation will now be able to 
gather their harvests and 
care for their animals 
once again.  And to do it in 
peace. 

 
The people of Ophrah 

wanted to put Gideon to 
death for his desecration 
of their altar.  But Joash 
stepped forward to argue 
that Baal himself should 
be the one to do that. 

That, Joash said, 
earned Gideon another 
nickname, Come On, 
Baal, Defend Yourself. 

He added that his son 
brought all of us in Ophrah 
to our senses.  We had 
been appallingly dis-
obedient to I AM. 

 

Power Games? 
Gideon’s victory cele-

brations have given the 
people around Ophrah a 
new sense of euphoria 
and optimism. 

In fact, there have been 
calls for Gideon to 
become king.  Or maybe 
even one of his sons. 

Many people thought 
this would give the tribe of 
Manasseh better standing 
among the Canaanite 
tribes in the area. 

But suspicions were 

also raised that some 
behind the scenes play for 
power was going on. 

But yesterday Gideon 
himself put an end to all 
this talk. 

He declared in the 
Ophrah market place: I 
will not rule over you.  Nor 
will any of my sons.  I AM 
is our Ruler. 

Many leading citizens 
in the town were relieved 
by this statement.  As is 
the Bethel Bugle. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Gideon fascinates me.  His confidence of 
winning astounds me.  But, most intriguing of all 
is the way in which he achieved this confidence. 

And how do I know about this?  Well, sharing 
with him a glass or two of Philistine Lite at the 
Ophrah watering hole gave me more than I 
bargained for. 

Gideon admitted that at the start of his journey 
as a Deliverer he had no self-confidence at all. 

When I AM first told him he had been chosen 
to save Israel, he burst out laughing.  He saw 
himself as an insignificant member of an 
insignificant family of the most insignificant tribe 
in our nation.  And he had no confidence in God, 
who, he felt, had abandoned our nation. 

Yet he dared to ask for a sign to back up 
God’s calling of him.  Something about God 
seemed to invite this request, Gideon said.  The 
sign of fire from rock gave him confidence. 

Then faced with the task of tearing down the 
town’s altar to Baal, his confidence faded.  So 
he did it quietly, secretly, during the night.  When 
the town called for his death for this act of 
sacrilege, his father stepped in by demanding 
that Baal should defend his own honour.  That 
raised Gideon’s confidence one again. 

Faced with the bigger task of engaging the 
Midianites in battle, his confidence floundered 
again.  He asked for a sign from I AM, which was 
answered – and then another, also answered.  
This brought his confidence to a new high. 

Then I AM said the army of 32,000 men 
gathered by Gideon was far too many for the 
victory he would bring about.  Reduced to just 
300 men, down went Gideon’s confidence.  But 
God told him to creep into the enemy camp by 
night to listen to what their soldiers were saying.  
Hearing the dream of one of them, predicting 
Midianite defeat, his confidence went sky high. 

And the rest is history. 

Volatile is the word I’d choose for Gideon’s 
confidence.  It was like that because God gave 
him bigger and bigger challenges.  And each 
time God found some way to bolster his trust. 

So, although Gideon’s lack of confidence 
intrigues me, what intrigues me still more is I 
AM’s constant working to keep restoring it. 

And realizing he is a God like that, does great 
things for my confidence. 

 

RARE OPPORTUNITY 

Midianite CAMEL MEAT 
Bulk Packs only 

 

with local and exotic recipes 

and cooking directions 
 

available for a limited time 

at the SHILOH MARKET PLACE 

 

 

 
TRIBAL TENSION & JEALOUSY 
REAR THEIR UGLY HEADS IN 

MIDIANITE BATTLE  
Soldiers returning from 

the war with the 
Midianites have stories of 
simmering tensions be-
tween our tribes. 

A number of soldiers 
spoke about this to one of 
our reporters at Ophrah. 

They did so with 
sadness, because they 
thought our nation had 
moved beyond what they 
called ‘petty individual and 
tribal jealousy’. 

Events causing these 
tensions included: 

- Gideon’s methods for 
reducing his army to just 
300 men. 

When he allowed those 
who were fearful about 
the coming battle to return 
home he was accused of 
pandering to ‘cowards’. 

When he further 
reduced his army 
according to the way the 
soldiers drank from a 
stream, he was criticised 
for discrimination based 
on drinking preference. 

- Gideon was also 
accused of discrimination 
against two-thirds of our 

12 tribes because he 
called for soldiers from 
only 4 of our tribes.  And 
then seeking help from a 
fifth tribe only very late in 
the conflict. 

- Old jealousies were 
also blamed for the 
refusal of the towns of 
Succoth and Peniel to 
give any support to 
Gideon and his troops. 

Our reporter was told 
that it was Gideon’s firm 
and uncompromising 
leadership that prevented 
these tensions from 
affecting our nation’s 
victory. 

 

 BETHEL 

BUILDERS 
 

Using all the new 

technologies in 

STONE 

construction 
 

Our work 

guaranteed to 

outlast DIY 

construction 
 

Free quotations 
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

We welcome your response 
to issues raised by this paper and 

to local and national matters 
 

ASKING FOR SIGNS 

I’m not sure what to 
think about Gideon’s 
requests for signs from 
God. 

Obviously, he sees 
these signs as an infallible 
way to check on the 
genuineness of a 
message from God. 

But I can’t recall it being 
used very much, if at all, 
by our leaders in the past. 

Is this just a Gideon 
thing?  Or can we now 
expect a more wide-
spread use of calling on 
God for signs? 

Sine Meup, Gilgal 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

BEING FLEECED  

Oh, come on!  Are we 
all now expected to lay out 
fleeces in our back yards? 

Just so we can know 
exactly what I AM wants 
us to do! 

Is there no place any 
more for showing trust in 
God? 

I feel like someone is 
trying to pull the wool over 
my eyes? 

Back to Faith, Endor 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

WAR FAIR?  

Joshua’s weapon for 
the destruction of Jericho 
has now been adopted by 
Gideon – and again used 
with great success. 

Joshua called it 
‘psychological’ warfare.  
Gideon’s soldiers are 

calling it a ‘night time 
panic attack of self-
destruction’.  But it’s the 
same thing. 

Gideon has certainly 
raised psychological 
warfare to great heights. 

I’m convinced that this 
has changed the way we 
engage in warfare. 

Whether it will be for 
better or worse, I guess 
only time will tell. 

Sighco Neutral, Succoth 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

MISSED OPPORTUNITY 

We had the chance to 
begin our journey to a 
kingdom.  But Gideon 
aborted that journey 
almost before its 
conception. 

I acknowledge that he 
has strong views on the 
matter.  But how dare he 
impose his views on his 
sons! 

And surely having a 
human king does not 
imply that I AM has been 
removed from his throne. 

I eagerly long for us to 
take our place alongside 
of the nations around us.  
Becoming a kingdom is 
the way to go. 

What do we want?  A 
king!  When do we want 
it?  Now! 

Kingdom Come, Ophrah 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

OUR DIVINE KING 

I applaud Gideon’s 
acknowledgment of the 

HERE’S WHAT I THINK 

The Bethel Bugle asked the high priest at Bethel for his 
views on the reasons behind Gideon’s war with the 
Midianites. 

The trigger for this war was, of course, the regular 
intrusion of the marauding Midianite tribes into our territory.  
Whenever our crops were ready for harvesting, there they 
were helping themselves.  And destroying what they 
couldn’t carry away. 

Their camels did far more damage than our parrots ever 
did – stomping over crops, scaring our livestock, damaging 
our fencing.  And providing them with a quick get-away.  
Our people could do nothing to stop this happening.  It was 
affecting our well-being as a nation. 

Finally, after seven years, our people started to turn to 
God.  They realised that if there was to be any relief I AM 
would have to step in.  However, most of our prayers were 
based on the premise that our God had abandoned us.  
And it was time for him to keep the promises he had made 
that he would always take care of us. 

Of course, nothing happened.  Except that our people 
were now angry with I AM as well as with the Midianites. 

But then a prophet spoke out.  No, we don’t know his 
name.  I’m sure he kept it a secret because he wanted to 
make the point that he was not giving his own message, 
but one from I AM. 

He proclaimed that the problem was NOT our God 
failing to keep his promises.  The problem was our people 
failing to keep their promises.  We were worshiping the 
Canaanite gods and goddesses.  And unless we gave that 
up, the Midianites would continue to trouble us. 

That message finally brought us to our senses.  Not all 
of us.  But a good proportion of our nation.  We turned back 
to I AM, seeking his forgiveness and taking seriously his 
instructions to us. 

And that’s when I AM chose Gideon to deliver us. 

So, the war happened because we finally realized how 
serious our disobedience to God was.  He was glad we 
turned to him in repentance, and was happy to deal with 
the Midianites for us. 

Anyway, that’s what I think. 

 
Kingship of I AM. 

Having a human king 
only opens up the way for 
humans to indulge in their 
power plays and political 
games. 

The goings-on in the 
nations around us testify 
to that. 

And if you think that WE 
Israelites are beyond all 
that, haven’t you heard 
about what has been 
going on here at Ophrah? 

Long live No-King 
Gideon! 

No King but I AM, Ophrah 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 
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This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of 
time, by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passage drawn on for this issue is: Judges 6:1 
– 8:27.      v.17 

FAITH STORIES 

- the latest update 
Our National Story-

tellers Association (NSA) 
has reported progress on 
the work they are doing 
regarding drafting a series 
of Faith Stories. 

These stories follow in 
the tradition of our 
Creation Story written 200 
years ago in Goshen. 

That popular story was 
written to take issue with 
the Egyptian belief in quite 
a chaotic world controlled 
by many gods.  Instead it 
proclaims our faith in 
God’s creation of an 
orderly and good world. 

Now the traditional 
stories of our history are 
being adapted so that 
they, too, proclaim in a 
more obvious way our 
faith as a nation. 

A second creation story 
has been written, based 
on the ancient stories of 
Adam and Eve.  This story 
proclaims our belief in the 
unity and harmony of 
God’s creation, and the 
close and equal 
relationship between men 
and women. 

The story When the 
devil appeared as a snake 

has been adapted to 
proclaim our belief that 
God’s good world has 
gone wrong. 

This is a wrongness 
that doesn’t have its 
origins in God, but in 
mankind’s proud and 
arrogant desire to see 
ourselves as gods. 

The sign that saved a 
murderer is a story that 
now proclaims the spread 
of that wrongness.  But 
still I AM’s constant love 
and concern for his 
created people remains. 

In the new versions of 
The really big boat and 
The tiny skyscraper, this 
wrongness even goes on 
to engulf the whole world. 

But they also contain 
hints that I AM has plans 
to fix this wrongness. 

Later stories will 
proclaim our God’s choice 
of us as his nation, so that 
this plan of his can 
become a reality in this 
world. 

They will proclaim to all 
people I AM’s gracious 
choice of us to bring great 
blessings to every nation 
on earth. 

 

- - - NOTICES - - - 

REAL ESTATE 

FARMS WANTED in 
the area previously 
ravaged by the Midianites.  
We have a number of 
potential buyers for small 
or medium sized holdings. 

Broken-down fences 
are no impediment to 
many buyers. 

Town and Country Real 
Estate Partnership 

 

FARM RENOVATIONS 

Now that the Midianite 
incursions are over, and 
we are far enough south 
to escape their havoc, we 
can help get your farm-
land back into production. 

Discounts for those 
affected by the Midianites 

Seeds and seedlings 
Grafted fruit trees 
Tillers and Cultivators 
Seed broadcasters 
Mulch and Fertilizers 
Scythes and Reapers 
Barrows and Trailers 
Tools and Implements 

AND so much more 
All the favourite brands 
Specializing in Jon Deer 

 

FARM AND GARDEN 
at Hebron 

 

MARRIAGE BROKERS 

We are committed to 
finding a perfect match. 

We have developed 
unique strategies for 
helping: 

unmarried singles; 
widows and widowers; 
divorcees; 
those seeking a partner 

of a particular religion; 
those seeking multiple 

wives; 
those seeking a 

concubine or two. 
We have also 

developed strategies for 
helping: 

 those wanting to 
terminate any relationship 

and a multiple wife 
seeking a divorce 

ALL’S FAIR IN LOVE 
Gilgal 

Prayer Support 
 

Practical resources to back-up your prayers 
 

We can put you in touch with Prophets and Seers 

 We offer resources from Israelite, Canaanite, 

Egyptian, and Phoenician Faiths 
 

NOW we have GIDEON’S (authenticated) FLEECE 

available to you for reasonable weekly rental 

to provide proof that you have your God’s answer 

 

Contact us at the PRAYER SUPPORT stall 
at your Market Place 

LETTERS  Continued 

RESPECT FOR GOD 

I am appalled at the 
way in which I AM’s name 
is being used in all kinds 
of ways contrary to the 
laws he gave us. 

It would seem he is a 
God of witchcraft, curses, 

incantations, and super-
stitions – just like the gods 
of the Canaanite people. 

Why don’t we (of all 
people) show him the 
honour he deserves as 
THE HOLY ONE! 

Concerned Priest, Geba 


