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CONSTANTLY CALLING OUR ISRAELITE NATION TO UNITY 

 

  

MAJOR VICTORY IS 

SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT 
A new song has caught 

the imagination of our 
nation.  It is about a Bee, 
a Thunderbolt, and a 
Mountain Goat,  

This song celebrates 
the victory of our army of 
10,000 against a large 
Canaanite force with 900 
chariots – a victory won 
some 10 days ago. 

It is understood that 
three people played 
crucial roles in bringing 
about this amazing 
victory. 

There was Deborah 
(the Bee) who passed on 
to Barak a message from 
our God. I AM wanted 

Barak, she told him, to 
gather 10,000 men from 
six of our tribes, to defeat 
the Canaanites. 

At Barak’s request, she 
went with him to give him 
confidence in his task.  
Even though I AM had 
promised to go ahead to 
give him the victory. 

There was Barak (the 
Thunderbolt) who took his 
men to Mount Tabor and 
engaged the enemy at the 
Kishon River. 

With the intervention of 
I AM he destroyed the 
Canaanite army and their 
chariots. 

There was Jael (the 

Mountain Goat) who 
lured, Sisera, the fleeing 
commander of the army, 
into her tent. 

There she killed him 
while he slept.  And when 
Barak came looking for 
him she handed over his 
body ‘on a plate’ (as the 
saying goes). 

 

Certainly, these three 
people deserve the 
highest thanks and 
congratulations for the 
victory we are celebrating.  
For being our Deliverers. 

But going by all reports. 
the Bethel Bugle is 
convinced that the real 
Deliverer is I AM. 

 

An extract from the 

Song of Deborah 

(written to celebrate 

Barak’s victory) 
 

Look, see the mother 

of Sisera, 

standing at the 

window, 

anxiously watching for 

him. 

She asks her lady-in-

waiting: 

Why hasn’t his chariot 

appeared? 

Surely he ought to be 

home by now! 

Her wise lady-in-

waiting answers, 

saying exactly what 

she is constantly 

telling herself: 

It’s okay, they are still 

gathering the spoil 

and dividing it up. 

Soon he will be home 

with so much 

plunder, 

so much plunder. 

Soon, he will be home. 

 

Brief Profiles on our Deliverers 
Deborah is quite well-

known in the hill country of 
Ephraim.  Probably even 
more widely known than 
her husband, what-is-
name. 

The reason for this lies 
in the fact that she is 
regarded as a prophetess 
(and prophetesses are as 
rare as hen’s teeth). 

As well as giving 
people messages from I 
AM, she also has the gift 
of insight.  This gift is 
really helpful to people Continued next page 

who find themselves in 
conflict with others. 

People have come to 
her to settle their disputes 
so often that she has set 
up a special consultancy 
garden on the road 
between Bethel and 
Rama. 

She calls the place the 
Palm of the Bee (her 
name means ‘bee’) and 
people throughout our 
nation travel there to see 
her and benefit from her 
advice and wisdom. 

Barak BenAbinoam. 

doesn’t seem to have 
been widely known before 
this battle.  But he 
certainly will be now. 

By all reports, he 
seems to be a man who 
wears authority well.  He 
had little trouble gathering 
his army of 10,000. 

As a soldier and fighter, 
he obviously lives up to 
his name (Barak means 
Thunderbolt). 

But maybe his 
confidence, or trust in I 

AM, wasn’t all that strong 
before the battle.  
Otherwise, why did he ask 
Deborah to accompany 
him? 

His accomplishments 
in battle seem to be over-
shadowed by the bold-
ness of the two women, 
Deborah and Jael. 

AND by the actions of I 
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Brief Profiles    continued. . . 

AM Himself.  According to 
many of the soldiers, our 
God was the one who was 
ultimately responsible for 
our victory. 

In this particular battle 
the soldier’s job, it seems, 
was a piece of cake. 

 

Jael belongs to the 

Bedouin nomadic tribe of 
the Kenites, the wife of 
Heber. 

The Kenites have been 
our allies since the time of 

Moses (whose wife came 
from this tribe). 

Jael means Mountain 
Goat. 

However fitting her 
name may be, it certainly 
doesn’t do justice to the 
guts (what other word can 
one use?) that she 
showed in dealing with 
Sisera, the fleeing 
commander of the 
Canaanite army. 

With an ally like her, 
how can we lose? 

 

EDITORIAL 
Ten thousand volunteer soldiers from six 

tribes – that was the result of Barak’s Bugle-call 
for an army to confront the Moabite forces 
oppressing us.  What a wonderful response!  
What an expression of our unity, and our resolve 
to be one nation. 

However, as positive as that was, and is, I am 
still a little unhappy that it wasn’t better.  
Particularly because there are reports from 
reliable sources that some of our tribes refused 
to send soldiers to join our forces. 

The outspoken Deborah includes this in her 
Song and calls for an explanation for such a 
refusal.  I’m not sure how helpful that call for an 
explanation is.  I really see no need to demand 
it, or even to expect it. 

But Deborah is certainly keeping us mindful of 
our unity as a nation.  And of an expectation 
(arising from this unity) of helping whenever and 
wherever our brothers are in need. 

This mutual help is necessary especially 
when it is our God who is saying that now is the 
time to act, and calls for a united response. 

Surely, we don’t want tribes saying ‘you didn’t 
help us when we were in trouble, so we can’t 
see why we should give you our help when you 
need it’. 

As I said this is not the time for recriminations. 

Just the time for us to bear in mind that we 
really need each other, and always will need 
each other. 

 

Success of sporting 

clubs 
Seven of our tribes (at 

last count) have taken up 
the idea of sporting clubs 
as suggested by our 
national Play Together to 
Stay Together Think Tank 
(PTSTTT). 

Each tribe has 
established an Archery, a 
Slingshot, and a Catapult 
Club.  These clubs meet 
regularly for their own fun 
and competition. 

The Chair of the 
Benjamin Slingshot Club 
says she is overjoyed by 
the continuing growth of 
their club.  Especially by 
the involvement of many 
young people. 

A representative of the 
PTSTTT claims that most 
of these clubs are 
experiencing a similar 
success in attracting 
members. 

Some are even 
meeting with their fellow 
clubs in neighbouring 
tribes for even greater fun 

and wider competition. 

The Chair of the 
Manasseh Archery Club is 
predicting that it won’t be 
long before the Archery 
clubs in all tribes will plan 
a national Archery 
tournament. 

The PTSTTT is, of 
course, overwhelmed by 
the success of these 
clubs.  Not just because it 
gets our people playing 
together, and therefore 
staying together. 

But, just as importantly, 
in the process our people 
are learning to use 
weapons that can be used 
in our defence against 
Canaanite people who 
may threaten us. 

The PTSTTT looks 
forward to the time when 
every one of our tribes has 
Clubs like these.  They will 
serve to enrich our 
national unity and 
promote national defence 
and security. 

 

The DIM OX Scrollstall 
 

STORIES OF OUR HISTORY 

20 separate titles* 
 

The Little Golden Scroll 

STORIES OF OUR HISTORY 

10 titles illustrated for children* 
 

OUR FIRST FAITH STORY 

The creation story* 
 

THE PSALM COLLECTION 

Miriam’s Song  -  The Psalm of Moses  - The 

Song of Deborah 
 

THE PROVERB COLLECTION 

The latest wisdom from the NHCMSL project 
 

*all with approved NSA text 
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HERE’S WHAT I THINK 

Many of us are hearing about the new Faith Stories (as 
they are being called) being drafted by the National Story-
tellers Association (NSA).  We asked our Chief Story-Teller 
what he thinks about this new venture. 

Well, let me start with a clarification.  This isn’t a new 
venture at all. 

Our first Faith Story was written two centuries ago in 
Goshen.  At that time some of our people, especially the 
younger ones, were hearing about the beliefs of the 
Egyptians.  In particular, their beliefs about their gods, and 
their involvement in the creation of the world. 

Our forefathers realized that the stories of our history did 
not address the issue of creation at all (what history story 
would?).  So, to counter the Egyptian beliefs, they set 
about writing a story that would convey our beliefs about 
our God and creation.  And we are thankful they did.  We 
greatly value their Creation Story. 

Now, a similar situation has arisen. 

Some of our people are being attracted by the various 
beliefs held by the Canaanite people living around us.  
Contrary to us, the Canaanites have no conception of 
anything being wrong with the human race, or of a God 
who is the God of all people and all nations. 

Both beliefs are central to our faith.  The wrongness of 
our human race is the reason God revealed himself to our 
nation.  It’s why he chose us, giving us the task of bringing 
to all nations the message of his rescue to fix all of us from 
that wrongness.  It’s why we are taking possession of this 
land, and moving towards becoming a nation whom he can 
use (in a way we don’t understand yet) to bring about this 
rescue. 

Those beliefs certainly appear in the stories of our 
history.  But I think they need to be brought out far more 
clearly.  Simply because we are living among people with 
different beliefs.  I’m sure a minor revision of those stories, 
and linking them more closely together, will do that. 

Our stories of history ought also to be Faith Stories pro-
claiming our beliefs, and the promises God has given us.  
And doing it in a way that other nations can understand the 
great blessing that will flow to them through us. 

Anyway, that’s what I think! 

 

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

We welcome your response 
to issues raised by this paper and 

to local and national matters 

Psalms Anyone? 
The National Psalmsters Congress has added the SONG OF DEBORAH 

to our Psalm collection 
It joins Miriam’s Song and the Psalm of Moses  

 

The NPC is eager to hear from any person who has written a prayer or words 
of praise in psalm form.  The aim is for a wide and rich resource of Psalms.  

SAFETY ISSUES 

I certainly applaud Jael 
for her courage in dealing 
with Sisera.  She played a 
significant part in our 
nation’s victory over the 
Canaanite forces. 

But her action does 
raise a significant issue of 
health and safety. 

Who knows what harm 
people of demented mind 
may now inflict by means 
of the humble tent peg. 

Particularly when the 
Song of Deborah seems 
to rejoices in its use as a 
murder weapon. 

Does a warning note 
have to be attached to 
every tent peg?  Do they 
need to be made of softer 
material?  Can tents be 
secured in a different 
way? 

Of course, I’m not 
thinking of situations of 
war.  I’m happy with every 
soldier being issued with a 
tent peg or even a basket 
of them. 

But surely in our 
ordinary lives, we need to 
be free of any and every 
threat from tent pegs! 

Safety First, Dothan 

RESOURCEFUL 

Some years ago Sham-
gar Anathson rescued the 
western part our nation 
from the Philistines. 

He was, and is, regard-
ed as one of our 
Deliverers.  And rightly so. 

I was impressed at the 
time by his resourceful-
ness.  He grabbed an 
oxgoad, of all things, and 
took on our enemies. 

It was reported in this 
paper that he struck down 
as many as six hundred 
soldiers with his contrived 
weapon. 

And now Jael grabs a 
tent peg to overcome an 
army commander. 

I applaud the resource-
fulness of our Deliverers! 

Socket Tooum, Gilgal 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

A WOMAN’S TOUCH  

Thank you, Deborah, 
for making clear (in your 
song) how the victory over 
the Canaanite army was 
achieved. 

Out of all the reports I 
have come across, ONLY 
you make reference to the 
storm and flood sent by I 
AM that made the 
Canaanite’s wonderful 
and ‘indestructible’ chari-
ots useless. 

Thanks for the 
woman’s touch of giving 
thanks where thanks are 
due. 

Anna B, Bethel 
-  -  -  -  -  -  - 
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This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  
Each is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) 
attempt to understand the society of that day, and to bridge 
the gap of time, by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passage drawn on for this issue is: Judges 
3:31 – 5:31.     v.17 

BETHEL TOURS 
 

FEEL PART of the VICTORY 

of the BEE, the THUNDERBOLT, 
and the MOUNTAIN GOAT 

 

with a visit to the prophetess’ Palm of the Bee 
and 

a re-enactment of the Thunderbolt’s battle 
on the plain beside the Kishon River 

and 
a milk-drink toast to victory 

at the site of the tent of the Mountain Goat 
 

Reserve your place in the next tour at our 
Booking Office in the Bethel Market place 

 

MAKING SENSE OF LIFE 

 – SO FAR 

- - - NOTICES - - - 
 

SPORTSWEAR 

MUST HAVE clothing 
for ALL sporting activities. 

We specialise in 
comfortable, ergonomic, 
aerodynamic, and lycra-
foreshadowing fabrics for 
all outdoor activities. 

Discounts this month 
for clothing recommended 
by archery, slingshot, and 
catapult clubs. 

Visit our PLAYTO-
GETHER stall in your 
town’s Market Place. 

 
MEMORABILIA 

WIDE SELECTION of 
novelty items to commem-
orate the heroic deeds of 
Deborah, Barak, and Jael. 

Including inscribed 
bee, thunderbolt, and 
mountain goat statuettes. 

Stock arriving next 
month.  Order now from 
our catalogue. 

Bethany Gift Stall 
 

EDUCATION COURSE 

THE REASONS 
BEHIND OUR BELIEFS 

A new DO-IT-AT-

If there is one thing that 
interests Adage Ben-
Saying, it’s trying to 
understand what life is all 
about. 

That’s why he has been 
made the supervisor of 
our National Have a Crack 
at Making Sense of Life 
(NHCMSL) project. 

He has the task of 
collecting the insights that 
our people have gained 
into the way life works – or 
at least seems to work. 

His project team, he 
says, has spent the last 
ten years or so preparing 
the first draft of proverbs 
and words of wisdom.  
Proverbs that in some 
way have a crack at 
making sense of the life 
into which our God has 

placed us. 

He is confident that this 
collection is a fairly good 
representation of the 
present thinking of our 
great nation (if he can be 
so bold as to make this 
judgment). 

He realizes, too, that 
the past experiences of 
our people may have 
caused our forebears to 
have deeper insights, and 
to make better sense of 
life, than we do today. 

So he is asking our 
people to recall proverbs 
and sayings that their 
grand- (and even great-
grand-) parents were 
repeatedly making.  

His project team has 
prepared a draft scroll of 
our current proverbs.  And 
copies of this publication 
have been placed in the 
DIM OX Scrollstall. 

He asks people to 
peruse this draft scroll.  
That may be enough to 
prompt a memory or two.  
And to give new life to 
proverbs that made sense 
in our nation’s past. 

Adage BenSaying is 
eager to hear of any 
additional sayings and 
proverbs that anyone may 
know. 

You can contact him 
directly, or add them to a 
list that is in the Scrollstall. 

 

HOME course from the 
Aaronic Priests at Hebron. 

Explaining our unique 
understanding of 

- belief in just one GOD 
- our customs and tra-

ditions of worship 
- the impossibility of 

manipulating our God 
- our ban on marriage 

with those who worship 
other gods. 

Visit the Hebron Market 
Place for more details. 

 

MEDITATION THERAPY 

SPIRITUAL HEALING 
– planned times of 

retreat and meditation 
– prophetical advice 

and counsel from I AM 
– the practice of open-

ness to divine wisdom 
Deborah, the Prophetess 

at the Palm of the Bee 
on the road between 

Bethel and Rama 
 

FOR SALE 

ASSORTED items of 
Lefty Memorabilia are 
now available at discount 
prices of up to 50%. 

Bethany Gift Stall 

A Message from 
our Priests and 

Levites 
 

In a few months it’s time 
for the Passover 

 

 For getting together to 
remember and re-enact 

- WHO WE ARE 
- I AM’s promises to us 

- his rescue of us 
- and our promises to 

serve only him 
 

So, COME ON,   

BE who you are 
 


