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CONSTANTLY CALLING OUR ISRAELITE NATION TO UNITY 

 
  

Twenty years 
ago, we were able 
to settle here in 

this land. 

It is the land 
promised to us by 
I AM, our God. 

He chose our 
nation to be his 
people, and to 
bring his blessings 
to all nations. 

Our Tribal Lead-
ers Council (TLC) 
has decided that it 
is time to celebrate 
our nationhood by 
producing a news-

paper. 

They believe a 
newspaper will 
help us to remain 
together, and to 
grow together, as 
a nation. 

This is just the 
first edition of what 
we hope will be a 
regular dissemin-
ation of informa-
tion among us. 
See the Editorial, page 2 

“LEFTY, 

OUR DELIVERER!” 

Sticks and 
Stones and 

Bones 
and other 

reusable building 
materials 

 

NO CHEAPER WAY 
TO BUILD 

OR RENOVATE 
 

See our 
demonstration village 

at Shechem 
 

INSPIRING IDEAS 
about the use of 

materials gathered 
from destroyed 

Canaanite buildings 
and towns 

 

S.S.B. at Shechem 

Last week normal life in 
Bethel paused for an hour 
or two.  Almost everyone 
came to the market place 
for a victory parade to 
honour Ehud Gerason. 

Ehud led an army that 
has freed a number of our 
tribes from eighteen years 
of paying oppressive 
tribute to the Moabites.   

Even people from 
many other Benjaminite 
towns around Bethel 
came along to join in the 
celebration. 

They were proud that 
someone from the tribe of 
Benjamin has become an 
Israelite hero.  Shouts of 
Lefty, our Deliverer! rang 
out until voices gave out. 

It all began twelve days 
ago.  Ehud, single-hand-
edly, killed the Moabite 
king, Eglon, in a bold act 
of assassination. 

When this became 
known – and that his left-
handedness was the key 
to his success – that’s 
when everyone started 
calling him Lefty. 

But the assassination 
was just the prelude to his 
great act of deliverance. 

The next day he blew 
his trumpet from the hills 
of Ephraim to call for 
fighters to join him in an 
attack on the Moabite 
army.  Many Israelite 
fighters joined him. 

They returned claiming 
an outstanding victory. 

These soldiers say that 
Lefty is certainly entitled 
to blow his own trumpet 
about the defeat of the 
enemy.  But Lefty is 
adamant the victory was 
due I AM. 

He says he was sent by 
I AM to free our people.  It 

was our God who brought 
about the victory. 

Those celebrating 
weren’t really concerned 
about who was behind the 
victory.  All they cared 
about was that Lefty 
brought an end to the 
power of the Moabites.  
He’s their hero. 

 
Who is Ehud Gerason? 

Our beloved 
ISRAEL 

 

united as 
ONE NATION 

This great-grandson of 
Benjamin, is well-
respected within both his 
tribe and nation.  

The TLC value his 
diplomatic gifts.  So much 
so that he has been used 
by them to deliver regular 
payments to King Eglon, 
our Moabite over-lord. 

It was during his latest 
visit that he carried out the 
daring assassination. 

He has become skilled 
at negotiating with those 
in authority, commanding 
their respect and trust.  
That’s why he was able to 
obtain a private meeting 
with King Eglon.  And to 

leave after the regicide 
without raising suspicion. 

His hobby is metal-
working.  He was 
especially proud of a left-
handed double-edged 
sword he made for 
himself.  He said he was 
sorry to leave it behind, 
but thought it was a fitting 
final gift for the king. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Much time and effort has gone into the 
preparation of this first issue of the Bethel Bugle.  
And into plans for future issues.  All our report-
ers and staff are determined that this venture 
will make a significant contribution to our nation. 

We want this newspaper to follow in the steps 
of the Goshen Sojournal.  That paper did so 
much for the morale of our people during those 
difficult centuries of our sojourn – and then our 
slavery – in the land of Goshen. 

The Sojournal helped to unite our forefathers.  
It fostered co-operation between our tribes, 
disseminated information, and kept our attention 
on the God who had chosen us.  Now we are 
determined that the Bethel Bugle will do all that 
for our nation once again.  Maybe, even go on 
to do more. 

We are happy that the tribe of Benjamin has 
been chosen by our TLC to produce this paper.  
Our tribe had a dominant role in the production 
of the Sojournal.  We are keen to use the skills 
developed by our forefathers, for the benefit of 
our nation. 

The fact that the tribe of Benjamin holds a 
territory roughly in the centre of the land our 
nation occupies means that we can develop an 
efficient distribution system for the paper. 

Bethel was chosen by the leaders of Benjamin 
to be the home of this newspaper.  Significant 
historical and religious traditions centre on 
Bethel.  Abraham built an altar for worship just 
east of here. Jacob had his well-known ‘ladder’ 
dream here, and called the place Bethel. 

Together with our tribal leader we settled on 
Bugle as the name of this paper.   We see it 
constantly issuing bugle calls for unity. 

The Bethel Bugle will call – unashamedly – for 
close unity as a nation.  It will call for unity in our 
worship of I AM.  It will call for unity in our 
obedience to him.  It will call for unity in 
achieving the aims I AM has for us as his chosen 
nation. 

The Bugle will sound from Bethel.  We call you 
to welcome that call, and to heed it. 

 

Becoming a 

Permanently 

Settled Nation 

These are the bodies 
set up by the TLC: 

 

The National Genea-
logical Society (NGS) 

Knowing our ancestors 
has been important for us.  
Our present tribal settle-
ment is ancestor based. 

Previously each tribe 
had its own research and 
record keeping facilities.  
Now it is being combined 
and unified. 

The NGS will also 
oversee all our Archives 
and Census records. 

 

The National Law 
Council (NLC) 

The task of this Council 
is the accurate recording 
of all our laws.  The basis 
of this collection are the 
notes Moses kept of 
God’s laws, and God’s 
commands to the Levites. 

The NLC will preserve 
the laws which are read at 
all our Covenant Renewal 
Ceremonies. 

 

The National Story-
tellers Association 
(NSA) 

The NSA will co-
ordinate the excellent 
work of our story-tellers 

who record our history in 
stories easily memorised 
by children. 

They are also working 
on adapting these stories 
so that they speak to our 
present situations. 

And they are putting our 
beliefs in story form.  This 
started when we were in 
Goshen.  It is important for 
this to continue. 

 

The National Psalm-
sters Congress (NPC) 

This body is collecting 
our songs of faith, and 
writing new ones, 
especially to celebrate 
significant events. 

Individuals will also be 
encouraged to express 
their faith in songs that all 
of us can use. 

 

The National Have a 
Crack at Making Sense 
of Life project (NHCMSL) 

This project legitimises 
our people’s attempts to 
understand life in all its 
complexity and confusion. 

These attempts began 
long ago as games played 
around our tribal camp-
fires.  Then as collections 
of proverbs.  Who knows 
what all this may lead to! 

Ever since settling in our Promised Land, our Tribal 
Leaders Council (TLC) has been working towards setting 
up the kind of administration we’ll need as a settled nation. 

During recent years, the Council has appointed five 
major Departments that will take over work previously 
allotted to certain tribes. 

Those tribes, of course, have done fantastic work.  But 
it is time to include gifted people from other tribes.  Then 
the skills and expertise of all our people will be utilised. 

 

I AM’s COMMANDS TO US 
 

BREAK DOWN ALL CANAANITE ALTARS 
 

DESTROY THEIR IDOLS 
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HERE’S WHAT I THINK 
We asked Yester Yeer, one of our budding chroniclers, 

to comment on an issue that he thought is timely and 
significant for our nation at this time.  He said that Lefty’s 
victory as our deliverer had got him thinking. 

 

Lefty, you know, isn’t our first Deliverer. 

I find myself wondering, by the way, why all of a sudden, 
this title Deliverer has come to the fore.  I don’t know why 
Lefty has been given this title.  Maybe in a month or two it 
will be forgotten.  But I feel trapped into using it so that 
readers will better understand what I’m talking about.  

Lefty’s victory reminded me (and others to whom I have 
spoken) of Othniel.  Some years ago he rescued us from 
the King of Aram who dominated the northern part of our 
Israelite nation for about eight years.  No one thought to 
call him a Deliverer. 

Like Lefty, Othniel was convinced that I AM had chosen 
him to rid our nation of a political thorn in our side. 

But Othniel went even further.  He was also convinced 
that I AM had let the King of Aram trouble us because we 
were not keeping our promises to worship and follow only 
I AM.  Some of our people had turned to the Canaanite 
god, Baal, and the Canaanite goddess, Ashtoreth. 

It was only half of Othniel’s task (as he saw it) to remove 
the thorn from Israel’s side.  He also thought it was vital to 
indicate WHY that thorn was there in the first place. 

He gave us a strong warning that I AM is serious about 
what he expects from his chosen people.  But probably 
most of us have already forgotten that. 

So, is there something we are doing wrong now that 
caused our trouble with the Moabites in the first place?  
Lefty isn’t saying much about that. 

But maybe we need to consider that as a possibility. 

Anyway, that’s what I think! 

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

We welcome your response 
to issues raised by this paper and 

to local and national matters 
(Just for this first issue of the Bethel Bugle we 

have been active in seeking letters) 

LOCAL RIGHTS 

I welcome moves by 
the TLC to strengthen our 
national life and adminis-
tration. 

My only fear is that this 
may diminish the power 
our local communities 
have.  And should have! 

Our towns need to 
appoint their own Mayors. 

Our towns need to be in 
control of their own justice 
system at the Gate. 

Our local communities 
should expect no inter-
ference from any ‘higher 
power’ about how they run 
their own market places. 

Are these rights going 
to be maintained? 

Nick Xenoson, Shiloh 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

APPRECIATION 

Hello, my name is 
Anna.  I,m astounded by 
what life offers me now. 

I am able to live in our 
Promised Land.  I have a 
cosy little home in Bethel, 
close to the market place.  
And the thinks you can 
buy!  It IS a land flowing 
with milk and honey! 

I can do many thinks 
my parents couldn,t.  Like 
reading – and riting. I 
didn,t want to, but my 
grandkiddies bullied me 
into it.  I was scared I,d rite 
mistakes.  But they con-

vinced me the paper 
wouldn’t explode or 
nothink even if I did.  But I 
no I,m not very good at it. 

Now I can even rite to 
our new paper.  Give my 
opinion about thinks.  I 
could never do that be-
fore.  My husband would 
not allow it.  He owned the 
Davidson Family Bank so 
I had to act propper.  But 
he died 3 years ago. 

I just want to tell every-
one how thankful I am to 
live here.  And I have the 
best grandkiddies in the 
whole of Bethel. 

I,m told you can even 
make up a name to put on 
letters in the paper so no 
one nose who you are.  I 
like that! 

Miriam Adamms, age 35, 
Shechem 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 

RAIDS BY NIGHT 

I’m grateful for the 
peace and freedom in 
which we now live. 

But Canaanites are still 
living among us.  And their 
night raids, stealing our 
goats, trampling down the 
corn, emptying our water 
tanks, throwing rocks on 
the roof – all that still goes 
on, driving me mad. 

When are the author-
ities going to bring this to 
an end?  I’m fed up! 

Saul Ephraim, Gezer 

WEAPONS GALORE 
 

New – Used – Reconditioned 
 

Experts in sharpening and repairing 
 

Weapons you’ve never seen before 
ancient and modern 

made in exotic countries 
gleaned from widespread battlefields 

 

A Soldier’s Paradise 
 

AT THE OLD GRAVEL PIT AT GIBEON 



Page 4 

 

This is one of a series of Newspapers from Biblical times 
published by Neil Stiller (www.stillersite.wordpress.com).  Each 
is a light-hearted (and hopefully not too inaccurate) attempt to 
understand the society of that day, and to bridge the gap of 
time, by moving their society closer to ours. 
The main Bible passage drawn on for this issue is: Judges 1:1 
– 3:30.      v.17 

DELIVERERS 
Is this something new? 

Following the arrival of 
Yester Yeer’s column 
(page 3) a lively discus-
sion has arisen among 
our reporters. 

They realized that to 
bring about our nation’s 
Exodus from Egypt, our 
God first provided us with 
great Leaders.  Moses 
and Joshua got us settled 
in our own land. 

Then he used tribal 

armies to drive out the 
Canaanites.  The tribe of 
Judah was chosen first.  
Then other tribes had 
successes (and some 
failures) in defeating 
Canaanite armies. 

Is he now choosing and 
using Deliverers to do this 
for us? 

The next edition of the 
Bethel Bugle will get to 
grips with this issue. 

 

 LETTERS  Continued 

MARRIAGE 

What’s happening with 
I AM’s instructions – his 
repeated instructions – 
forbidding us to inter-
marry with the Canaan-
ites around us? 

I hear of many families 
allowing their sons and 
daughters to marry 
spouses who worship 
idols. 

Worse still, men are 
taking second wives from 
the tribes living around us 
– and even setting up 
Canaanite idols for these 
wives in their homes. 

That makes it very 
hard for those of us who 

choose to follow our 
God’s clear instructions to 
us.  It really undermines 
our teaching to our 
children and grand-
children. 

Doesn’t God promise 
punishment on us all, on 
our whole nation, if we 
allow this to go on? 

This has nothing to do 
with being an old fuddy-
duddy (which I am) but 
with being our God’s 
chosen people. 

I’m afraid about what 
we may be letting our-
selves in for as a nation, if 
this isn’t stopped. 

Korah Benjesse, Bethel  

- - - NOTICES - - - 

FOR LEASE 

STALL SITES at the 
Bethany Market Place are 
now available for short-
term and long-term 
leasing agreements.  

Prices are sure to rise in 
the future. 

Contact the adminis-
tration stall at the Market 
Place. 

 

FINANCIAL ADVICE 

FREE REVIEW of your 
financial position following 
your tribe’s freedom from 
paying tribute to Moab. 

See the Davidson 
Family Bank at Bethany. 

We’ll set you on a 
secure track for pros-
perous life in the future. 

 

LEFTY MEMORABILIA 

CUPS, CAPS, tea 
towels, note paper, meat 
safe magnets, miniature 
left-handed-double-edged 
swords, and other 
novelties. 

All with inscriptions, of 
various kinds, honouring 
Lefty’s victory. 

Play together 

to stay together 
 An examination by our 

TLC of the first 20 years of 
our nation’s life in our 

Promised Land has 
revealed that we need to 
play together more. 

Never before in our 
history have we lived as 
separated as we are now. 

Once we lived in tents 
around a common fire 
where all kinds of social 
activities took place.  Now 
living in our own homes in 
scattered townships is 
having an isolating effect. 

We are still living in our 
own tribal areas, but the 
closeness of life together 
is no longer there. 

The TLC recommends 
that more kinds of playing 
together are needed to 
promote unity.  Things like 
sporting events and 
competitions. 

A Think Tank will work 
on ways for us to do this. 

For those tribes now 
FREED from paying 
TRIBUTE to MOAB 

 

Monthly 

STOCK and WOOL 

SALES 

will resume as soon 

as possible 

and 

TOWN 

MARKET PLACES 

will gradually 

resume full trading 

as each town 

adjusts to the new 

situation 
 

The Tribal Leaders 
Council 

 

Stock arriving in 3 
weeks.  Make your 
selections from our 
catalogue.  Get in early 
and order now. 

Bethany Gift Stall 
 

FOR SALE 

CELLAR CLEAR-OUT.  
Preserved and dried food 
intended to keep us alive 
and kicking in the face of 
a long Moabite over-
lordship. 

Now that we are free, 
we are having a clear-out 
while the food is still in 
good condition. 

Reasonable prices. 
Directions to our cellar 

at Hazor Market Place. 
 
 


